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THE 

PREFACE, 

AFING taken more than ordinary Tains in 
collecting the Materials which compofe the 
following Hi (lory, we could not be fat is fed 
with our felves, if any Thing were wanting to 
it, which might render it entirely fatisfaCtory 
to the Publick : It is for this Reafon we have fubjoined to 
the Work , ajhort AbftraCl of the Laws now in Force again fi 
Pyrates, arid made Choice of fome particular Cafes, ( the 
mo ft curious we could meet with) which have been hereto- 
fore tried, by which it will appear what All ions have , and 
what have not been adjudged Pyracy . 

. It is pofftble this Book may fall into the Hands of fome 
Mafters of Ships , and other hone ft Mariner s, who frequent- 
ly, by contrary Winds or Tempefis, or other Accidents inci - 
dent to long Foyages , find themfelves reduced to great Vi - . 
fi re JT es r either through Scarcity of Provisions, or Want of 
Stores. I fay , it may be a DireCti cn to fuch as thofe , what 
Lengths they may venture to go, without violating the Law 
of Nations, in Cafe they Jhould meet other Ships at Sea, or 
be call on fome inhofpitable Shore, which Jhould refufe to 
trade with them for fuch Things as are abfolutely necejfary 
for the Prefervation of their Lives , or the Safety of the 
Ship and Cargoe . 

We have given a few Infiances in the Courfe of this 
Hlfiory of the Inducements Men have to engage tbcmf elves 
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headlong in a Life of fo much Peril to.themfelves 7 and fo 
deflruBive to the Navigation of the trading World \ to re- 
medy which Evil there fecms to be but two Ways, either to 
find Employment for the great Numbers of Seamen turn'd 
adrift at the Conclufion of a War , and thereby prevent 
their running into fuch Undertakings , or to .guard f effici- 
ently the Coafi of Africa* the Weft-Indies, and other 
Places whereto Pyrates re fort , . d 

I cannot but take Notice in this Place , that during this 
long Peace , I have not fo much as heard of a Dutch Ey- 
rate : It is not that I take them to be honefler than their 
Neighbours' y but when we account for it , it willy perhaps , be 
a Reproach to our felves for our want of Indufiry : The Rea - 
fun / take to be , that after a War , when the Dutch Ships 
are laid up , they have a Fifhery, where their Seamen find 
immediate Bufinefs , and as comfortable Bread as they had 
before. Had ours the fame Recourfe in their Neceffities 7 
Tm certain we fhculd find the fame Effect from it 7 for a 
fljhery is a Trade that cannot be overfiocFd \ the Sea is 
wide enough for us ally we need not quarrel for Elbow-room : 
Its Stores are infinite , and will ever reward the Labourer . 
Bcfidesy our own Co alt y for the moft Party fuf ply the Dutch, 
who employ fever al hundred Sail confiantly in the Trade , 
and fo fell to us our own Flfh. I call it our own y for. the 
Sovereignty of the Britifh Seas, are to this Day acknowledg- 
ed us by the Dutch, and all the neighbouring Nations * 
where for e 7 if there was a publick Spirit among tis 7 it would 
be well worth our while to eflabUfh a National Fijhery , which 
would be the belt Means in the World to prevent Pyracy 7 
employ a Number of the Poor 7 rand eafe the - Nation of a 
great Burtheny by lowering the Price of Provifion in general , 
as well as of fever al other Commodities . 

I need hot bring any Proofs of what I advance , viz. that 
there are Multitudes of Seamen at this Day unemployed y it 
is but too evident by their fir agglhtgy and begging all over the 
Kingdom . Nor is it Co much their Inclination to Idlenefsy as 
their own hard Fate y in being calt ojf after their Work is 
-dcnCy to fiarve or fled . T have not known a Man of 
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War commiffion d for fcveral Tears pafl, but three times her 
Compliment of Men have offer'd themfelves in 24 Hours y 
the Merchants take their Advantage of this , leffen their 
Wages , and thofe few who are in Bufinefs are poorly paid , 
and but poorly fed , fuch Vfage breeds Difcontents amongft 
them, and makes them eager for any Change. 

I ftrdll not repeat what I have faid in the Hiftory ccn- 
cerning the Privateers of the Weft-Indies, where I have 
taken Notice they live upon Spoil , and as Cuflom is a fee on d 
Nature , it "is no Wonder that , when an hone ft Livlyhood is 
not eafily had , they run into one fo like their own * fo that 
it may be faid , that Privateers in Time of War aye a Nur - 
fery for Vy rates again ft a Peace. 

Now we have accounted for their Rife and Beginnings it 
will be natural to enquire why they are not taken and de- 
ftroy'd, before they come to any Head, feeing that they are 
feldom lefs than twelve Men of War ft at i one d in our Ame^ 
rican P l ant at ion s, even in Time of Peace ; a Force fuff - 
cient to contend with a powerful Enemy . This Enquiry , 
perhaps, will not turn much to the Honour of thofe concern d 
in that Service y however , T hope I may be excus'd y if what 
I hint is with a Deftgn offerving the Publick. 

I fay y ? tis ftrange that d few Py rates fhould ravage the 
Seas for Tears, without ever being light upon, by any of our 
Ships of War • when in the mean Time, they (the Pyrates) Jhall 
take Fleets of Ships ,'it looks as if one was much more dili - 
gent in their Affairs , than the other. Roberts and his Crew y 
alone s took 400 Saif before he was deftroy'd . 

This Matter y I may probably fet right another Time, 
and only obferve for the prefent, that the Pyrates at Sea , 
have the fame Sagacity with Robbers at Land , as the latter 
under (land what Roads are mo ft frequented, and where it is 
moft likely to meet with Booty, fo the former know what 
Latitude to lie in, in order to intercept Ships , and as the 
Pyrates happen to be in want of ProviftonSs Stores, or arty 
particular Lading , they cruife accordingly for fuch Ships y 
and arc morally certain of meeting with them , and by the 
fame Reafon , if the Men of War cruife in thofe Latitudes ' y 
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they might be as fare of finding the Pyrates y as the Ty rates 
are to find the } Merchant Ships y and if the Pyratesare not to 
be met with by the Men of War in fach a Latitude y then 
farely down the fame Latitude may the Merchant Ships ar- 
rive fafely to their Port . 

To make this a little plainer to my Country Readers , 
/ mu ft obferve that all our outward bound Ships y fame time 
after they leave the Land y fieer into the Latitude of 
the Place they are bound to y if to the Weft-India Iflands y 
or any Part of the Main of America, as New- York, 
New-England, Virginia, &c. becaufe the Latitude is 
the only Certainty in thofa Voyages to be found y and then 
they fail due Wefl y till they come to their Port y without 
altering their Courfe. In this Weft Way lie the Pyrates y 
whether it be to Virginia, &c. or Nevis, St, Chrifto- 
phers, Montferat, Jamaica, &c. fa that if the Mer- 
chant Ships bound thither y do not fall a Prey to them one 
Day y they mu ft another : Therefore I fay , if the Men of War 
take the fame Track y the Pyrates muft unavoidably fall into 
their Mouth$ y or be frighted away y for where the Game is y 
there will the Vermin be y if the latter fhould be the Cafe y 
the trading Ships , as I faid before , will pafs unmole fled and 
fafe y and the Pyrates be reduced to take Refuge in fame of 
their lurking Holes about the uninhabited Iflands y where 
their Fate would be like that of the Fox in his. Den y if they 
fhould venture out , they would be hupted and taken , and if 
they flay within they mufl ftarve . 

/ muft obferve another Thing , that the Pyrates general- 
ly fin fa their Rovings , according to the Seafon of the Tear • 
in the Summer they cruife moflly along the Coaji of the Con- 
tinent of America, but the Winters there , being a little 
too cold for them y they follow the Sun , and go towards the 
Jflands y at the approach of cold Weather . Every Man 
who has ufad the Weft-India Trade y knows this to be 
true y therefor e y fince we are fo weU acquainted with all 
their Motions y I cannot fee why our Men of War under a 
trcper Regulation y may not go to the So7ithward y inflead of 
lying up all the Winter ufelefs : But I Jhall proceed too far 

in 
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in this Enquiry y I fall therefore quit it 9 and fay fom f ~ 
thing of the following Sheets , which the Author may venture 
to offer e the Reader that they have one Thing to recommend 
them , which is Truth y thofe Faffs which he himfelf was 
not an Eye-Witnefs of y he had from the authentick Relati- 
ons of the Ter font concern'd in taking the Pyrates y as well 
as from the Mouths of the Pyrates themfelves y after they 
were taken y and he conceives no Man can produce better 
Tefiimonies to fupport the Credit of any Hifiory . 

It will be obferved y that the Account of the Actions of 
Roberts runs into a greater Length y than that of any other 
Pyrate y for which we can affign two Reafons y fir ft y becaufe 
he ravaged the Seas longer than the reft y and of Conference 
there mu ft be a greater Scene of Bu fine fs in his Life : Second- 
ly y being refolved not to weary the Reader y with tirefome 
Repetitions: When we found the Circumftances in Roberts’* 
Life y and other Pyrates y either as to pyratical Articles y or 
arty Thing elfe y to be the fame y we thought it be ft to give them 
but once y and chofe Roberts’* Life for that Purpofe y he ha- 
ving made more Noife in the World y than fome others. 

As to the Lives of our two female Pyrates y we muft con- 
fefs they may appear a little Extravagant y yet they are 
never the lefs true for feeming fo y but as they were pub- 
lickly trfd for their Pyracies y there are living Witnejfcs 
enough to jufiify what we have laid down concerning them y 
it is certain y we have produced fome Particulars which were 
not fo publickly known y the Reafon is y we were more inquifi - 
five into the Circumfiances of their pafi Lives y than other 
People y who had no other Defign y than that of gratifying 
their own private Curiofity : If there are fome Incidents and 
Turns in their Stories y which may give them a little the 
Air of a Novel, they are not invented or contrived for 
that Purpofe y it is a Kind of Reading this Author is but 
little acquainted with y but as he himfelf was exceedingly 
diverted with them y when they were related to him y he 
thought they might have the fame Effcff upon the Reader . 

I prefume we need make no Apology for giving the Name 
of a H fiory to the following Sheets , though they contain no- 
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thing but the ASlions of a Tar cel of Robbers . It is Bra' 
^ery and Stratagem in War which make Anions worthy of 
Record * 9 in which Senfe the Adventures here related will 
be thought deferving that Name . Plutarch is very cir - 
cumfiantial in relating the Actions of Spartacus, the Slave , 
and makes the Con quc ft of him, one of the greate ft Glories 
of Marcus CralTus- and it is probable, if this Slave 'had 
liv d a little longer , Plutarch would have given us his 
Life at large . Rome, the Miftrefs of the World , was no 
more at fir ft than a Refuge for Thieves and Outlaws ; and 
if the Trogrefs of our Py rates had been equal to their Be- 
ginning had they all united , and fettled in feme of thofe 
Jjlands, they might , by this Time, have been honoured with 
the Name of a Commonwealth, and no Power in thofe Parts 
of the World could have been able to difpute it with them . 

If we have feemd to glance, with feme Freedom, at the 
Behaviour of feme Governors of Provinces abroad, it has 
been with Caution \ and, perhaps , we have, not declar'd as 
much as we knew : However, we hope thofe Gentlemen in the 
fame Station, who have never given Occafion for the like 
Cm fare, will take no Offence ? tho ’ the Word Governor is 
franc times made ufie of 

P. S. It will be neceffary to add a Word, or two to this 
Preface, in order to inform the Reader, that there are fe - 
veral material Additions made to this fecond Impreffion, 
which fwelling the Book in Bulk, mu ft of Confequence add a 
final l Matter to its Price . 

T:e fir ft Impreffion having been received with fo much 
ficccfs by the Publick, occafion ed a very earn eft Demand 
jo a fiecGnd : In the mean Time, fever al Perfons who had 
hen taken by the Pyrates , as well as others who had. been 
c * rerned in taking of them, have been fo kind to commu- 
r c'*e fever al Fabts and Circumfiances to us, which had 
e,c~ p.d us in the fir ft Impreffion . This occafioned fome De - 
lay j therefore ij we have not brought it cut, as foon as 
wfh d, it was to render it the more comp teat. 

We ( hall not enter into a Detail of all the new Matter 
inferred here, but the Defer ipthn of the Iflands St. Thonae, 

&c. 
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&c. and that of Brafil are not to he paffed by, with- 
out a little Notice . It mufb he cbferved, that our fpe- 
culative Mathematician r and Geographers, who are, no 
doubt ^ Men of the grcatefl Learning, feldom travel far- 
ther than their f Clofets for their Knowledge , &c. are 
therefore unqualified to give tts a good Defcription of 
Countries : It is for this Leaf m that alt our Maps and 
Atlaffes are fo mohfiroufiy faulty , for thefe Gentlemen ate 
obliged to take their Accounts from the Reports of illite- 
rate Men . 

It mult he noted a!fo, that when' the Maflers of Ships 
make Difcoveries this Way , they are not fond of commu- 
nicating them \ a Man's knowing this or that Coafi , bet- 
ter than others , recommends him in his Bufinejs, and 
makes him more ufeful, and he'll no more difeover it than a 
r Tvadefman will the My fiery of his Trade . 

The Gentleman who has taken the Pains to make thefe 
Ohfervations, is Mr. Atkins, a Surgeon, an ingenious 
Man in his- own Profejfion , and one who is not ty'd down 
by any narrow Confederations from doing a Service to the 
Puhlick, and has been pleafed gcneroujly to communicate 
them for the good of others , I don't doubt, but his Ob- 
fervations will be found curious and very ferviceable to 
fuch as Trade to thofe Parts, befides a Method of Trade is 
here laid down with the Portuguefe, which may prove 
of great Profit to fome of our Countrymen , if followed ac- 
cording to his Plan . 

It is hoped thefe Things will fatisfy the Puhlick, that 
the Author of the following Sheets confidcred nothing fo 
much as making the Book ufeful \ tho 5 he has been in- 

formed, that fome Gentlemen have rais'd an Ob jell ion a- 
gainfl the Truth of its Contents, viz. that it feems calcu- 
lated to entertain and divert . If the Falls are related 

with fome Agreeablejicfs and Life , we hope it will not be 
imputed as a Fault but as to its Credit, we can affure them 
that the Sea-faring Alen, that is all that know the Na- 
ture of thefe Things, have not been able to make the leafi 
Ob jell ion to its Credit ; — — And he witt be bold to affirm, 

that 
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that there is not a Fall or Clrcumftance in the whole Bool, 
hut he is able to prove by credible Witneffes . 

There have been feme other Tyrates, be fide s thofe whofe 
ffifiory are here related 7 fach as are hereafter named , 
and their adventures are as extravagant and full of Mi f 

chief as thofe who are the Subjrft of this Boob.' The 

Author has already begun to digefl them into Afctbod ? and 
as foon as he receives fome Materials to male them corn- 
pleat, ( which he fhortly expeEls from the Wefi>indies) If 
the Publick gives him Encouragement he intends to venture 
upon a fecond Volume* 
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H I STORY 

O F T H E 

P Y R A T E S. 

INTRODUCTION* 

S the Py rates in the IVeJl-indies have 
been fo formidable and numerous, 
that they have interrupted the 
Trade of Europe into thole Parts ; 
and our Englijh Merchants, in parti- 
cular, have luffered more by theif 
Depredations, thap by the united 
Force of trance and Spain, in the late War: We do 
not doubt but the World will be curious to know 
the Original and Progrefs of thefe Defperadoes, 
who were the Terror of the trading Part of the 
World. 

But before we enter upon their particular Hi- 
ftory, it will not be amils, by way of Introduction, 
to Ihew, by fome Examples drawn from HiftOry, 

« the great Mifchiel and Danger which threaten 
Kingdoms and Commonwealths, from the Increafe 

B ' of 



i 8 The In troduction* 

of thefe fort of Robbers •, when either by the Trou- 
bles of particular Times, or the Neglett of Go- 
vernments, they are not crulh’d before they gather 
Strength. 

It has been the Cafe heretofore, that when a An- 
gle Pyrate has been fullered to range the Seas, as 
not being worth the Notice of a Government, he 
has by Degrees grown fo powerful, as to put them 
to the Expe ice of a great deal of Blood and Trea- 
fure, before he was fupprefs’d.;' We fhall not examine 
how it came to pafs, that our Pyrates in the Weft- fa— 
dies have continually increaled till of late ythis is an 
Enquiry which belongs to the Leg’llature, or Repre- 
lentatives of the People in Parliament, and to them 
we fhall leave it. 

Our Bulinels fhall be briefly to fhew, what from 
Beginnings, as iuconfiderable as thefe, other Nations 
have fuffered. 

In the Times of Marius and Sylla, Rome was in 
her greateft Strength, yet fhe was fo torn in Pieces 
by the Factions of thole two great Men, that every 
Tiling which concerned the publick Good was 
altogether negle&ed, when certain Pyrates broke 
out from Ci cilia, a Country of Afta Minor, fituate 
on the Coaft of the Meditcrarrai, betwixt Syria on 
the Eaft, from whence it is divided by Mount Tau- 
ris, and Armenia Minor on the Weft. This Begin- 
ning was mean and inconfiderable, having but two 
or three Ships, and a few Men, with which they 
cruiled about the Greek Iflands, taking fuch Ships as 
were very ill arm'd or weakly defended •, however, 
by the taking of many Prizes, they foon increaled 
in Wealth and Power : The firft Aftion. of their’s 
whxh made a Noife, was the taking of Julius Cafar , 
who was as yet a Youth, and who being obliged to 
fly from the-Cruelties of Sylla, who fought his Life, 
went into Bitbinia, and fojourned a while with Ni- 
emudes. King of that Country \ in his Return back 
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by Sea, he was met with, and taken, by fome of 
thefe Pyrates, near tht* Iftand of Pharmacufa : The lb 
Pyrates had a barbarous Cuftom of tying their Prilb- 
iiers Back to Bark and throwing them into the Sea \ 
but, Tu'ppofing C<tfar to be fbme Perfon of a high 
Rank, becauft of his purple Robes, and the Num- 
ber of his Attendants, they thought ir. would be 
more for their Profit t'o preferve him, in hopes of 
receiving a great Sum for his Ranfbrri i; therefore 
they told him fie fhould have his Liberty, provided 
he would pay them twenty Tal;nts, which they 
judg’d to be a very high Demand, in bur Money,’ 
about three thou fan d fix hundred Pounds Sterling } 
he fmiled^ and of his own Accord promifed thetfi 
fifty Talents j they were both pleated, and furpriz’d 
at his Anfvver, and contented that feveral of his 
Attendants fhould go by his Direction and rrfife th'o 
Money • and he was left among thefe Ruffians with 
no more than 3 Attendants. He pafs’d eight and 
thirty Days, arid teemed fb little concerned or 
afraid, that often when he went to fleep, he ufeH 
to charge them not to make a Nolle, th'reatning, 
if they difturbed him, to hang them all ; he alio 
play’d at Dice with them',’ and fometimes wrote 
Verles and Dialogues,- which he uted to repeat,' 
and alfo caufe them to repeat, and if they did 110'c 
praite and admire them, he would call them Beads 
and Barbarians, telling them he would crucify theni. 
They took all thefe as the Sallies of a juvenile Hu- 
mour, and were rather diverted, than drlpleafed at 
them. 

At length his Attendants return’d with his Ra«- 
fom, which he paid, and was difcharged • he fail’d 
for the Port of Miletum, where, as loon as he was 
arriv’d, he ufed all his Art and Indudry in fitting 
out a Squadron of Ships, which he equipp’d and 
arm’d at his own Charges \ and failing in Qued of 
the Pyrates,- he furpriz’d them' as they lay at Art-' 
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chor among the Iflands, and took thole who ha^ 
taken him before, with fome others •, the Money h e 
found upon them he made Prize of, to reimburfe 
his Charges, and he carry’d the Men to Pergamus or 
Troy, and there fecured them in Prifon : In the mean 
Time, he apply’d himfelf to Junius, then Governor 
of Nfia, to whom it belonged to judge and deter- 
mine of the Puniihment of thefe Men-, but 'Junius 
finding there was no Money to be had, anfwered 
Cafar, that he would think at his Leifure, what 
was to be done with thofe Prifoners Cafar took his 
Leave of him, returned back to Pergamus, and com- 
manded that the Prifoners fliould be brought out 
and executed, according to Law in that Cafe provi- 
ded , which is taken Notice of, in a Chapter at the 
End of this Book, concerning the Laws in Cafes of 
Pyracy : And thus he gave them that Puniihment in 
Earneft, which he had often threatned them with 
in Jeft. 

Cafar went ftrait to Rome , where, being engaged 
in the Defigns of his own private Ambition, as 
were almoft all the leading Men in Rome , the Py- 
rates who were left, had Time to increafe to a pro- 
digious Strength for while the civil Wars lafted, 
the Seas were left unguarded, fo that Plutarch tells 
us, that they ereflred diverle Arfenals full of all 
manner of warlike Stores, made commodious Har- 
bours, fet up Watch-Towers and Beacons all along 
the Coafts of Cilicia ; that they had a mighty Fleet, 
well equipp’d and furnilh’d, with Galliots of Oars, 
mann’d, not only with Men of defperate Courage, 
but alio with expert Pilots and Mariners ^ they 
had their Ships of Force, and light Pinnaces for 
cruifing and making Difcoveries, in all no lefs than 
a thou fend Sail-, lo glorioufly let out, that they 
were as much to be envied for their gallant Shew, 
as fear’d for their Force-, having the Stern and 
Quarters all gilded with Gold and their Oars plated 

with 
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with Silver, as well as purple Sails • as if their 
greateft Delight had been to glory in their Iniquity. 
Nor were they content with committing Pyracies 
and Infolencies by Sea, they committed as great 
Depredations by Land, or rather made Conquefts ; 
for they took and fack’d no lefs than four hundred 
Cities, laid feveral others under Contributions, 
plundered the Temples of the Gods, and inrich ed 
themfelves with the Offerings depofited in them • 
they often landed Bodies of Men, who not only 
plundered the Villages along the Sea Coaft, but 
ranlacked the fine Houles of the Noblemen along 
the Tiber. A Body of them once took Sextillius and 
Bellinus , two Roman Prxtors, in their purple Robes, 
going from Rome to their Governments, and carried 
them away with all their Sergeants, Officers and 
Vergers \ they allb took the Daughter of Antonins 
a confular Perfon, and one who had obtained the 
Honour of a Triumph, as fire was going to the 
Country Houle of her Father. 

But what was moft barbarous, was a Cuftom they 
had when they took any Ship, of enquiring of the 
Perfon on Board, concerning their Names and 
Country ^ if any of them faid he was a Roman , they 
fell down upon their Knees, as if in a Fright at 
the Greatnefs of that Name, and begg’d Pardon for 
what they had done, and imploring his Mercy, they 
ufed to perform the Offices of Servants about his 
Perfon, and when they found they had deceived 
him into a Belief of their being fincere, they hung 
out the Ladder of the Ship, and coming with a fhew 
of Courtefy, told him, he had his Liberty, defiring 
him to walk out of the Ship, and this in the Middle 
of the Sea, and when they obferved him in Sur- 
prize, as was natural, they ufed to throw him over- 
board with mighty flrouts of Laughter fo wanton 
they were in their Cruelty. 
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Thus, while Rome was Miftrefs of the World, flip 
fuffered Infuits and Affronts, almoft at her Gates, 
from thefe powerful Robbers; but what for a while 
made Faffion ceafe, and roufed the Genius of that 
People, nqver ufed to fuffer Wrongs from a fair 
Enemy, was an exceffive Scarcity of Provifions in 
Rome, occafiohed by all the Ships loaden with Corn 
and Provifions from Sicily, Corfica, and other Places, 
being intercepted arid taken by thefe Pyrates, info- 
much that they were almoft reduced to a Famine : 
Upon this, Pompey the Great was immediately ap- 
pointed.General to manage this War ; five hundered 
Sh : ps were immediately fitted out, he had fourteen 
Senators, Men of Experience in the War, for. his 
.V : ce-Admirals ; and fo confiderable an Enemy, 
were thefe Ruffians become, that no lefs than an 
Army of a hundred thoufand Foot, and. five thou- 
faud Horfe was appointed to invade them by Land; 
but it happened very luckily for Rome, that Pompey 
fail’d out before the Pyrate had Intelligence of a 
Defign' againft them, fo that their Ships were fcat- 
tered all over the Mediterranean , like Bees gone out 
from a Hive,' fome one Way, fome another, to 
bring Home their Lading; Pompey divided his Fleet 
into thirteen Squadrons, to whom he a.ppo’nted 
their foveral Stations, fo that great Numbers of the 
Pyrates fell into their Hands, Ship by Ship, with- 
out any Lofs ; forty Days he palled in foouring the 
Mediterranean, fome of the Fleet cruizing along 
the Coaft of slfrick, fome about the Iflands, and 
fome upon the Italian Coafts, fo that often thofo 
Pyrates who were Hying from one Squadron, fell 
in with another; however, fome of them efcaped, 
and thefe making directly to Cilicia, and acquaint- 
ing their Confederates on Shore with what had 
happened, they appointed a Rendezvous of all the 
Ships that had efcaped at. the Port of Coraceftum, in 
the fame Country. Pompey finding the Mediterranean 

* ‘ rt r * * ' 
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quite clear, appointed a Meeting of all his Fleet at 
the Haven of Brundufium , and Irom thence failing 
round into the Adriatic^ he went direttly to attack 
thefe Pyrates in their Hives \ as Too n as he came 
near the Corecefium in Cilicia , where the Remainder of 
the Pyrates now lay, they had the Hardinefs to 
come and give him Battle, but the Genius of old 
Rome prevailed, and the Pyrates received an entire 
Overthrow, being all either taken or deftro\ed *, but 
as they made many ftrong Fortreifes upon the Sea 
Coaft, and built Caftles and ftrong Holds up the 
Country, about the Foot of Mount Taurus, he was 
obliged to beftege them with his Army * lome Pla- 
ces he took by Storm, others furrendered to his 
Mercy, to whom he gave their Lives, and at length 
he made an entire Conqueft. 

But it is probable, that had thefe Pyrates receiv’d 
fuffic ; ent Not'ce of the Roman Preparation againft 
thi m, (o as they might have had Time to draw 
their fcattered Strength into a Bodv, to have met 
Fomfey by Sea, the Advantage appeared greatly on 
their Side, in Numbers of Shipping, and of Men; 
nor did hey want Courage, as may be leen by their 
coming out of the Port of Coracefium, to give the 
Romans Battle, with a Force much inferior to theirs; 

I fay, had they overthrown Pompey, it is likely they 
would have made greater Attempts, and Rome , 
which had co quer’d the whole World, might have 
been fubdued by a Parcel of Pyrates. 

This is a Proof how dangerous it is to Govern- 
ments to be negligent, and not take an early Care 
in fupprelling thefe Sea Banditti, before they gather 
Strength. 

The Truth of dr's Maxim may be better exem- 
plified in the Hiftory of Barbaroufe , a Native in 
the City of Mkylcne , in the 1 Hand of Lesbos , in the 
Eoean Sea ; a Fellow of ordinary Birth, who being 
br^d. to the Sea, firft let out from thence upon 
- ' ’ ’ B 4 
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the pyrating Account with only o.ie fmall Veliel, 
but by the Prizes he took, he gain’d immenfe Riches, 
fo that getting a great Number of large Ships, 
all the bold and dilTolute Fellows of thole Iflands 
flock’d to him, and lifted in his Service, for thq 
Hopes of Booty $ fo that his Strength was increa- 
fed to a formidable Fleet : With thefe he perform’d 
fuch bold and adventurous A&ions, that he became 
the Terror of the Seas, About this Time it hap- 
pened that Selim Eutemi , King of Algiers, having re- 
futed to pay the accuflomed Tribute to the Spani- 
ards, was apprehenfive of an Invafion from thence 
wherefore he treated with Barbaroufe , upon the Foot 
of an Ally, to come and ailxft him, and deliver him 
from paying this Tribute *, Barbaroufe readily came 
into it, and failing to Algiers with a great Fleet, 
he put part of his Men on Shore, and having laid a 
Plot to furprize the City, he effected it with great 
Succefs, and murder’d Selim in a Bath •, foon after 
which, he was himfelf crowned King of Algiers 
after this he made War upon Abdilabde , King of 
Tunis, and overthrew him in Battle \ he extended 
his Conquefis on all Sides-, and thus from a Thief 
became a mighty King : and tho’ he was at laft kill’d 
in Battle, yet he had fo well eftablilhed himfelf up- 
on that Throne, that, dying without Iffue, he left 
the Inheritance of the Kingdom to his Brother, 
another Pyrate. 

I come now to fpeak of the Pyrates infefling the 
Weft-Indies, where they are more numerous than in 
any other Parts of the World, on feveral Realbns : 

Firft, Becaute there are fo many uninhabited 
little Iflands and Keys, with Harbours convenient 
and fecure for cleaning their Velfe}s, and aboun- 
ding with what they often want, Provifion •, I mean 
Water, Sea-Fowl, Turtle, Shell, and. other Fifhj 
where, if they carry in but ftrong Liquor, they 
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indulge a Time, and become ready for new Expe- 
ditions before any Intelligence can reach to hurt 
them. 

It may here perhaps be no unneceHary Digref- 
fion, to explain upon what they call Keys in the 
Weft-Indies : Thefe are fmall fandy Wands, appear- 
ing a little above the Surf of the Water, with only 
a few Bufhes or Weeds upon them, but abound 
(thofe moft at any Diftance from the Main ) with 
Turtle, amphibious Animals, that always chufe 
the quieteft and moft unfrequented Place, for lay-’ 
ing their Eggs, which are to a vaft Number in the 
Seafons, and would feldom be feen, but for this, 
(except by Py rates : ) Then Veffels from Jamaica 
and the other Governments make Voyages, called 
Turtling, for fupplying the People, a common and 
approved Food with them. I am apt to think thefe 
Keys , efpeciallv thofe nigh Iflands, to have been once 
contiguous with them, and feparated by Earth-; 
quakes (frequently there) or Inundations, becaule 
fome of them that have been within continual 
View, as thofe nigh Jamaica , are obferved within 
our Time, to be entirely wafted away and loft, and 
others daily wafting. There are not only of the, 
Ufe above taken Notice of to Py rates •, but it is' 
commonly believed were always in buccaneering 
pyraticai Times, the hiding Places for their Riches, 
and often Times a Shelter for themfelves, till their 
Friends on the Main, had found Means to obtain 
Indemnity for their Crimes • for you muft uuder- 
ftand, when Afts of Grace were more frequent, 
and the Laws lefs fevere, thefe Men continually 
found Favours and Incouragers at Jamaica , and 
perhaps they are not all dead yet I have been 
told many of them them ftill living have been of 
the fame Trade, and left it off only becaufe they 
can live as well honeftly, and gain now at the ha- 
zard of others Necks. 

Secondly 
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Secondly, ai other Reafon why thefe Seas are 
ehofe by Py rates, is the great Commerce, thither 
by French , Spaniards , Dutch , and Specially Englijh 
Ships : They are Pure in the Latitude of thete tra-. 
ding Iflands, to meet with Prizes, Booties of Pro- 
vifion, Cloathing, and Naval-Stores, and fome- 
times Money •, there being' great Sums remitted 
th ; s Way to England \ (the Returns of the Affiento, 
and private Slave-Trade, to the Spanijh Wcfi-Indies : ) 
And in fhort, by feme one or other, all the Riches 
of Potoji. 

A third Reafon, is the Inconveniency and Diffi- 
culty of being pur feed by the Men of War, the 
many fmall Inlets, Lagoons and Harbours, on thefe 
folitary Iflands and Keys, is a natural Security. 

’Tis generally here that the Pyrates begin their 
Enterprises, letting out at firft with a very fmall 
Force} and by infefting thefe Sea*, and thole of 
the Continent of North- America, in a Year’s Time, 
if they have good luck on their Side*, they accu- 
mulate fuch Strength, as enables them to make 
foreign Expeditions : The firft, is ufually to Gurney, 
taking the Azores and Cape de Nerd iflands in their 
Way, and then to Braz.il and the Eajl- Indies, where 
if they meet with profperous Voyage*, they let 
down at Madagafcar, or the neighbouring Iflands, 
and enjoy their ill gotten Wealth, among their 
elder Brethren, with Impunity. But that I may t 
not give too much Encouragement to the Profefe 
fion, I muft inform my maritime Readers, that the 
far, greater Part of thefe Rovers are cut fhort in the 
Purfuit, by a fudden Precipitation into the other 
World. 

The Rife of thefe Rovers, fince the Peace of 
'Utrecht, or at leaft, the great Encreafe of them, may 
juftly be. computed to the Spanijh Settlements in the 
Wcfi-Indies •, the Governors of which, being often 
feme hungry Courtiers, fent thither to . repair or 

• : „ , make 
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make a Fortune, generally Countenance all Pro- 
ceedings that bring in Profit : They grant Com- 
jnifiions to great Numbers of VelTels of War, on 
Pretence of preventing an interloping Trade, with 
Orders to leize all Ships or Velfels whatioever, 
within five Leagues of their Confts, which our Eng- 
lish Ships cannot well avoid coming, in their Voyage 
to Jamaica. But if the Spanijh Captains chance to 
exceed this Commiflion, and rob and plunder at 
Dilcretion, the Sufferers are allowed to complain, 
and exhibit a Procefs in their Court, and after great 
Expence of Suit, Delay of Time, ar.d other Incon- 
veniencies, obtain a Decree in their Favour, but 
then when the Ship and Cargo comes to be claim’d, 
with Cofls of Suit, they find, tq their Sorrow, 
that it has been previoufly condemn’d, and the 
Plunder divided among the Crew 5 the Comman- 
der that made the Capture, who alone is refpon- 
lible, is found to be a poor raskally Fellow, not 
worth a Groat, and, no doubt, is plac’d in that 
Station for the like Purpofes. 

The frequent Lolfes fuftain’d by our Merchants 
abroad, by thefe Pyrates, was Provocation enough 
to attempt fomething by way of Reprifal; and a 
fair Opportunity offering it felf in the Year 1716, 
the Traders of the West-Indies , took Care not to flip 
it over, but made the beft Ufeof it their Circum- 
flances would permit. ' 

It was about two Years before, that the Spdn'Jh 
Galleons, or Plate Fleet, had been, caff away in 
the Gulf of Florida y. and feveral Veffels from the 
Havana , were at work, with diving Engines, to fiih 
up the Silver that was on board the Galleons. 

The Spaniards had recovered fome Millions of 
Pieces of Eight, and had carried it all to the Ha- 
vana ; but thev had at prefent about 350000 Pieces 
of Eight in Silver, then upon the Spot, and were 

daily 
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daily taking up more. In the .mean time, two 
Ships, and three Sloops, fitted out from Jamaica , 
Barbados, &c, under Captain Henry Jennings , fail’d 
to the Gulf, and found the Spaniards there upon the 
Wreck \ the Money before fpokenof, was left on 
Shore, depofited in a Store-Houfe, under the Go- 
vernment of two Commilfaries, and a Guard of 
about 60 Soldiers. 

The Rovers came direftly upon the Place, bring- 
ing their little Fleet to an Anchor, and, in a Word, 
landing 300 Men, they attack’d the Guard, who 
immediately ran away 3 and thus they feized the 
Treafure, which they carried off, making the beft 
of their Way to Jamaica . 

In their Way they unhappily met with a Spanijh 
Ship, bound from Porto Bello to the Havana , with 
a great many rich Goods, viz.. Bales of Cochineal, 
Casks of Indico, and 60000 Pieces of Eight more, 
which their Hands being in, they took, and having 
rifled the Veffel, let her go. 

They went away to Jamaica with their Booty, 
and were followed in V iew of the Port, by the Spa- 
niards , who having feen them thither, went back 
to the Governor of the Havana , with the Account 
of it, who immediately fent a Veffel to the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica to complain of this Robbery, and 
to reclaim the Goods. 

As it was in full Peace, and contrary to all Juftice 
and Right, that this Fa£t was committed, they 
were foon made fenflble that the Government at 
Jamaica would not fuffer them to go unpunifhed, 
much lefs proteQ: them. Therefore they faw a 
Neceffity of ihifting for themfelves*, fo, to make 
bad worife, they went to Sea again, tho’ not without 
difpofing of their Cargo to good Advantage, and fur- 
nifhing themfelves with Ammunition, Provjflons, 
etc. and being thus made delperate, they turn’d 

Py rates. 
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Pyrates, robbing not the Spaniards only, but their 
own Countrymen, and any Nation they could lay 
their Hands on. 

It happened about this Time, that the Spaniards 
with three or four fmall Men of War, fell upon our 
Logwood Cutters, in the Bay of Campeachy , and 
Bay of Honduras ■, and after they had made'prizes 
of the following Ships and Velfels, they gave the 
Men belonging to them, three Sloops to carry them 
home, but thefe Men being made defperate by their 
Misfortunes, and meeting with the Pyrates, they 
took on with them, and fo encreas’d their Number. 

The LIST of Ships and V 'ffcls taken by the Spanifh Men 
of War in the Tear 1716. 

The Stafford , Captain Knocks , from New-England, 

bound for -London. 

Anne , Gcrnifh , for ditto/ 

Dove Grimfioue , for New-England. 

A Sloop, Alden , for ditto. 

A Brigantine, Mojfon , for ditto. 

A Brigantine, Turfield , for ditto. 

A Brigantine, Tennis , for ditto. 

A Ship, • - — • Porter, for ditto. 

Indian Emperor, Wentworth , for New-England. 

A Ship, Rich , Mafler. 

Ditto, * Bay. 

Ditto, -Smith. 

Ditto, Stockum. 

Ditto,- Satlely. 

A Sloop, — Richards , belonging to New- 

England. 

Two Sloops, belonging to Jamaica. 

One Sloop — of Barbadoes. 

T wo Ships .from Scotland. 

Two Ships — ■ from Holland. 


The 
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The Rovers being now pretty ftrong,- they con- 
fulted together about getting (ome Place of Re- 
treat, where they might lodge their Wealth, clean' 
and repair their Ships, and make themfelves a kind 
of Abode. They were not long in refo'lving, butf 
fixed upon the Ifland of Providence , the moft confi- 
derable of the Bahama Iflands, lying in the Lati- 
tude of about 24 Degrees North, and to the Eaft- 
ward of the Spdnijli Florida. 

This Ifland is about 28 Miles long, and eleven 
where broadeft, and has a Harbour big enough to 
bold 500 Sail of Ships ; before which lies a frnall 
Ifland, which makes two Inlets to the Harbour at 
either Way there is a Bar, over which no Ship of 
506 Tun can pals; The Bahama Iflands' were pof- 
lefs’d by the EngHflt till the Year 1700, when the 
Trench and Spaniards from Petit Guavas, invaded them, 
took the Fort and Governor in the Ifland of Pro- 
vidence, plunder’d and deftroy’d the Settlements, &c. 
carried off half the Blacks, and the reft of the 
People, who fled to the Woods, retired afterwards 
to Carolina. 

In March 170 5- 6, the Houfe of Lord# did in 
an Addrels to her lateMajefty, fet forth, c That the 
c French and Spaniards had twice," daring the Tinle 

* of the War, over run and plundered the Bahama 
t Iflands, that there was no Form of Government 

* there : That the Harbour of the Ifle of Providence, 1 
‘ might be eafily put in a Pofture of Defence, and 

* that it would be of dangerous Confequence, fhould 
4 thole Iflands fall into the Hands of the Enemy •, 

* wherefore the Lords humbly befought her Ma- 
c jefty to ufe fuch Methods as Ihe fhould think 

* proper for taking the faid Ifland into' her Hands, 
‘ in order to fecure the fame to the Crown of this 
c Kingdom, and to the Security and Advantage 

* of the Trade thereof. 
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Bat, however it happened, no Means were ufed 
in compliance- to that Addrefs, for fecu ring the Ba- 
htina Ma ids, till the Eng hp Pyrates had made Pro- 
vidence their Retreat and general Recept cle *, then 
’twas found abfolutely neceifary, in order to dif- 
lodge that troublefome Colony 1 , and Information 
being made by the Merchants to the Government, 
of the Mifchief they did, and were likely to do, 
his Majefty was pleafed to grant the following 
Order. 

* 

Whitehall September 15, 1716. 
4 /“'lOmplaint having been made to his Majefty, 
4 V i by great Number of Merchants, Mailers of 
4 Sh-ps and others, as well as. by leveral Go/er- 
4 nors of his Majefty’s Iflands and Plantations in the 
4 Weft- Indies \ thatthe Pyrates are grown fo nume- 
4 rous, that they in fell not only the Seas near Ja- 
4 maica , but even thole of the Northern Continent 
4 of America *, and that, uulefs fome effettu l Means 
4 be ufed, the whole Trade from Great Britain to 
4 thole Parts, will not be only obftrufted, but in 
4 imminent Danger of being loft : His Majefty has, 
4 upon mature Deliberation in Council, been plea- 
4 fed, in the firft Place, to order a proper Force 
4 to be employ’d for the fupprefting the faid Py- 
4 rates, which Force fo to be employed, is as 
l follows. 
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f A Lift of his Majefty’s Ships and Vellels employ-' 
‘ ed, and to be employed, at the British Go- 
* vernments and Plantations voXihsWefi-Indm. 


Place where. Rates, Ships, Guns 
5 Adventure , 40 

Diamond , 40 

Ludlow Cafile^ 40 
Jamaica) Swift Sloop, 


1' 

f 


L 


BarbadoeSy 
Leeward iflands , 


Virginia) 

Kew-Tork , 
Kew-Englandy 


6 

IVinchelfea, 

20 

5 

1 

Scarborough , 

3° 

6 

Seaford , 



Trgal Sloop, 

6 

6 

Limey 

20 

5 

■ Shorehamy 

30 


Pearly 

40 

6 

PhccniXy 

30 


Squirrely 

20 


Rofiy 

26 


Now there:. 

S Sail’d from hence thi- 
£ ther 5th oflaft Month.’ 
To- carry the Governor* 

Now there. 

Surveying the Coaft of 
the Weft-Indie«, and 
then to return Home j 
but, duringher .being 
at Jamaica, is to join 
the others, for Secu- 
rity ofthe Trade, and 
■ intercepting Pyrates. 

Now there. 

£ Now there. 

Now there. 
Order’d Hom£. 

r Sailed thither from 
Y Home the 7jth oflaft 
Month, and is to truife 
L about the Capes. ~ 

Now there. 
Order’d Home. 


c Thofe at "Jamaica , Earbadoes and the Leeward 
1 Iflands, are to join upon Occafton, for annoying 
c the Pyrates, and the Security ofthe Trade : And 
c thofe at New-England y Virginia and New<Tork y are 
c to do the like. 

Befides thefe Frigots, two Men of War were or- 
dered to attend Captain Rogers , late Commander of 
the two Briftol Ships, called the Duke and Dutchefs, 
that took the rich Acafulca Ship, and made a Tour 
round the Globe. This Gentleman received a Com- 
miflion from his Majefty, to be Governor of the 
llland of Providence , and was veiled with Powet 
to make Ufe of all poflible Methods for reducing 

the 
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the Py rates ; and that nothing might be wanting 
he carried with him, the King’s Proclamation of 
Pardon, to thofe who fhould return to their 
Duty by a certain Time } the Proclamation is as 
follows } 


By the KING, 

A PROCLAMATION, for fuppreihng of 
P Y R A T E S. 

GEORGE R. 

W Hereas we have received Information , that fcveral 
Per fans , Subjects of Great Britain, have fince 
the i^th Day of June, in the Tear of our Lord 1715, 
committed divers Pyracies and Robberies upon the High - 
Seas , in the Weft-Indies, or adjoyning to our Plant at ion s y 
which hath and may Occafion great Damage to the Mer- 
chants of Great Britain, and others trading into thofe 
Parts } and tho 5 we have appointed fuch a Force as we 
judge fufficient for fuppreffing the faid Pyrates , yet the 
more effectually to ptit an End to the fame , we have thought 
fit, by and with the Advice of our Privy Council , to ljfue 
this our Royal Proclamation , and we do hereby promife , 
and declare , that in Cafe any of the faid Pyrates, fall 
on or before the yb of September, in the Tear of our Lord 
1718, furrender him or themfelvcs, to one of our Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State in Great Britain or Ireland, 
or to arny Governor or Deputy Governor of any of our 
Plantations beyond the Seas y every fuch Pyrate and Pyrates 
fo furrendering him, or themfclves , as afore faid, fisal l have 
our gracious Pardon , of and for fuch, his or their Pyracy, 
or Pyracies , by him or them committed before the ffth of 
January next enfuing . And we do hereby fir idly charge 
and command all our Admirals , Captains , and other Of- 
ficers at Sea, and all our Governors and Commanders of 
any Forts , Cafiles, or other Places in our Plantations , and 
all other our Officers Civil and Military ? to feiz*e and take 

C fuch 
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Juch of the Pyrates, who flail refufe or negleti to furren- 
dcr themfeives accordingly. And voe do hereby further de- 
clare, that in Cafe any Perfcn or Per fens, on, o% after, the 
Cth Day of be ptember 171 ?>, flail d'fcovcr or ftlze, or 
caufe or procure to be di [covered or fei zed, any one or more of 
the [aid Py rates, fo refufing or negleSllng to furrender them - 
[elves as afortf, aid, [0 as they may be brought to Juft ice, 
and conviBcd of the [aid Offence , fucb Per [on or Persons, 
[0 making fveh Difccvcry or Seizure, or caufing or frocu - 
ring fucb Difcovery cr Secure to be made, ft) all have and 
receive as a Reward' for the fame ^ viz. for ezery Com - 
rnander of any private Ship or Leffel, the Sum of 100 /. for 
every Lieutenant, Mafter, Boat fw am, Carpenter , and 
Gunner, the Sum of 40 / *, for every inferior Officer, the 
Sum of 30 l . and for every private Man , the Sum of 20 /. 
And if any Perfcn or Perfons, belonging to and being 
Tart of the Crew of any fuch Tyrate Ship or Leffel , ft jail on 
or after the ft did fixth Day of September 1718, feize 
and deliver, or caufe to be feized or delivered, any Com- 
mander or Commanders, of fuch Pyrate Ship or Lcffcl, fo 
as that he or they be brought to Juft-ice, and cenvitted of 
the [aid Offence , fuch Per [on or Perfons, as a Reward for 
the fame, [ball receive for every fuch Commander, the Sum 
of 200/. which [aid Sums, the Lord Treafurer, or the 
Commffioners of cur Trea fury for the Lime being , are here- 
by required, and deftred to pay accordingly . 

Given at our Court, at Hamft on-Court, the 
fifth Day of September , 1717, in the 

fourth Year of our Regin. 

God fave the KING, 

Before Governor Rogers went over, the Procla- 
mzv.on was lent to them, which they took as Teague 
took the Covenant, that is, they made Prize of the 
Ship and Proclamation too-, however, they lent 
for thole who were out a Cruifing, and called a 
general Council, but there was lo much Noii'e and 
Clamour, that nothing could be agreed on - 7 fome 

were 
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were for fortifying the Ifland, to ftand upon their 
own Terms, and Treating with the Government upon 
the Foot of a Commonwealth} others were alfo 
for ftrengthening the Iiland for their own Security, 
but were not ftrenuous for thefe PunftiUios,” o that 
they might have a general Pardon, without bei .g 
obliged to make any Reftitution, and to recre, 
with all their Effects, to the ne'ghbouring Britifs 
Plantations. 

But Captain Jennings, who was their Commndore,* 
and who always bore a great Sway amo ig 
them, being a Man of good Underftandir.g, arid a 
good Eftate, before this Whim took him of going 
a Pyratmg, refolved upon furrendering, without 
more ado, to the Terms of the Proclamation, which 
fo difcoacerted all their Meafures, that the Con = 
grefs broke up very’ abruptly without doing any 
Thing •, and prefently Jennings, and by his Exam- 
ple, about 1 50 more, came in to the Governor of 
Bermudas , and had their Certificates, tho’ the 
greateft Part of them returned again, like the Dbg 
to the Vomit. The Commanders who were then 
in the Ifland, befides Captain 'Jennings abovemen- 
tioned, 1 think were thefe, Benjamin Hornigold , Edward 
Teach , John Mart el , James Fife , Chrifiopher Winter , 2V- 
chains Brown, Paul Williams , Charles Bellamy , Oliver Id 
Bouche, Major Penner,Ed. England, T. Burgefs fho.Cock- 
lyn, R. Sample, Charles Vane , and two or three others : 
Hornigold , Williams Burgefs and la Bouche were after- 
wards caft away Teach and Tenner killed, and their 
Crews taken- James Fife killed by his own Men? 
Martel's Crew deftroyed, and he forced on an u n- 
inhabited Ifland ; Cocldyn, Sample and Vane hanged •, 
Winter and Brown furrendered to the Spaniards at: 
Cuba, and England lives now at Madagascar. 

In the Month of May or June 1718, Captain 
Rogers arrived at his Government, with two of his 
Majefty’s Ships, and found feveral of the abovefaid 

C 2 Pyrates 


%6 The Introduction. 

Pyrates there, who upon the coming of the Men 
o f War, all furrendered to the Pardon, except 
Charles Vane and his Crew, which happened after 
this Manner. 

I have before deferibed the Harbour to have two 
Inlets, by Means of a fmall IfLand lying at the 
Mouth of it; at one of which, both the Men of 
War entered, and left the other open, fo that Vane 
flip’d his Cable, fet Fire to a large Prize they had 
there, and refolutely put out, firing at the Man 
of War as he went off. 

As foon as Captain Rogers had fettled himfelf in 
his Government, he built a Fort for his Defence, 
and garrifoned it with the People he found upon 
the Ifland ; the quondam Py rates, to the Number of 
400, he formed into Companies, appointed Officers 
of thofe whom he raoft confided in, and then 
let about to fettle a Trade with the Spaniards, in 
the Gulf of Mexico ; in one of which Voyages, 
Captain Burgefs abovementioned, died, and Captain 
Homlgold , another of the famous Pyrates, was 
caft away upon Rocks, a great Way from Land, 
and periihed, but five of his Men got into a Canoe 
and were Paved. 

Captain Rogers lent out a Sloop to get Provifions, 
and gave the Command to one John Augur, one 
of the Pyrates, who had accepted of the Aft of 
Grace ; in their Voyage they met with two Sloops, 
and John and his Comrades not yet forgetting 
their former Bufinefs, made Ufe of their old Free- 
dom, and took out of them in Money and Goods, 
to the Value of about 500 1 . after this they 
fleered away for Hlfpamola , not being fatisfy’d whe- 
ther the Governor would admit them to carry on 
two Trades at once, and fo thought to have bidden 
Farewel to the Bahama I Hands ; but as ill Luck would 
have it, they met with a violent Turnado, wherein 
they loft their Maft, and were drove back to one of 
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the uninhabited Bahamas, and loft their Sloop • the 
Men got all afhore, and lived up and down in the 
Wood, for a little Time, till Governor Rogers 
happening to hear of their Expedition, and where 
they had got to, lent out an armed Sloop to the 
aforefaidlfland the Mafter of which, with good 
Words and fair Promifes, got them on Board, 
and brought them all to Providence, being a cleve r 
Perlons, ten of which were try’d at a Court of Ad- 
miralty, convicted, and hanged by the other’s Evh 
dence, in the Sight of all their former Compa- 
nions and fellow Thieves. The Criminals would 
fain have fpirited up the pardoned Py rates, to 
refcue them out of the Hands of the Officers of 
Juftice, telling them from the Gallows, that, They 
never thought to have feen the Time, when ten fuch Men as 
they Jhould be ty d up and hanged like Dogs, and four 
hundcrcd of their fxvorn Friends and Companions quietly 
flanding by to behold the SpeSlacle. One Humphrey Mor- 
rice urged the Matter further than the reft, taxing 
them with Puftlanimity and Cowardice, as if it 
were a Breach of Honour in them not to rife and 
lave them from the ignominious Death they were 
going to fuffer. But ’twas all in va : n, they were 
now told, it was their Bufinefs to turn their Minds 
to another World, and fincerely to repent of 
what Wickednefs they had done in this. Yes, an- 
fwered one of them, I do heartily repent ■, 1 repent I 
had not done more Mifchief, and that we did not cut the 
Tloroats of them that took us, and. I am extremely forty 
that you atPt all hanged as well as we. So do I, fays 
another : j 4 nd I, fays a third and then they were 
all turned off, without making any other dying 
Speeches, except one Dennis Macarty, who told the 
People, That fome Friends of his had often fatd. he (Itould 
die in his Shoes, but that he would make them Lyars , and 
fo kicked them oft. And thus ended the Lives, 
with their Adventures, of thofe miferableWretches, 
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who may ferve as fad Examples of the little Effeffc 
Mercy has upon Men once abandoned to an evil 
Courie of Life. 

Leaft I be thought fevere in my Animadverfions 
upon the Spanijh Proceedings in the lVe/t-Indies, in 
refpeft to their Dealings with us^ I fhall mention 
gn Inftance or two, wherein I’ll be as concife as pofi- 
fible, and then tranfcribe fome original Letters from 
the Governor of Jamaica, and an Officer of a Wan of 
War, to the Alcaldees of Trintdado, on the Ifland 
of Cuba, with their Anfwers, tranflated into Eng- 
lijl), and then proceed to the particular Hiftories 
of the Pvrates and their Crews, that have made 
moft Nolle in the World in our own Times. 

About March 1722, one of our Men of War 
trading upon the Coaff, viz., the Greyhound Galley, 
Captain Walron, the faid Captain invited fome of the 
Merchants to Dinner, who with their Attendants and 
Friends came on Board to the Number of 16 or 1 8 in 
all •, and having concerted Meafures, about fix or 
.eight dined in the Cabin, and the reft were waiting 
fin the Deck. While the Captain and his Guefts 
were at Dinner, the Boatfwain Pipes for the Ship’s 
Company to dine accordingly the Men take their 
Platters, receive their Provifions, and down they 
go between Decks, leaving only 4 or 5 Hands be- 
fides the Spaniards, above, who were immediately 
difpatched by them, and the Hatches laid on 
the reft • thofe in the Cabin were as ready as their 
Companions, for they pulled out their Piftols and 
fhot the Captain, Surgeon and another dead, and 
grievoufly wounded the Lieutenant ^ but he get- 
inaout of the Window upon a Side-Ladder, there- 
by faved his Life, and fo they made themfelves 
Matters of the Ship in an Inftant : But by acciden- 
tal good Fortune, fire was recovered before fhe was 
carry ’doff-, for Captain Walron having mann’d a Sloop 
tyith 30 Hands out of his Ship’s Company, had fent 
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her to Windward fome Days before, aifo for Trade, 
which the Spaniards ki ew very well-, aud juft as the 
Aflion was over they taw this Sloop coining down, 
before the Wind, towards their Ship; upon wlfch the 
Spaniards took about 10000 l. in Specie, as I am in- 
formed, quitted the Ship, and went off in their 
Launch unmolefted. 

About the fame Time, a Guard k Cdajf, of Porta 
Rico, commanded by one Matthew Luke, an Italian, 
took .four Enel if] Velfels, and murthered all the 
Crews : He was taken by the Lancefton Man of 
War, in May 1722, and brought to Jamaica, were 
they were all but {even defervedly hanged, it is 
likely the Man of War might not have meddled 
with her, but that fhe blindly laid the Lance fan on 
Board, thinking hie had been a Merchant Ship, 
who thereupon catched a Tartar. Afterwards in 
rummaging there was found a Cartridge of Powder 
mace up with a Piece of an Erglifh journal, belong- 
ing, I believe, to the Crean Snow ; and upon Ex- 
amination, at laft, it was difcovered that they 
had taken this Veiiel and murthered the Crew ; 
and one of the Spaniards , when he came to die, eon- 
fefTed that he had killed twenty Eiglfh Men with 
his own Hands. 

S. Jago de la Vega, Febr 20. 

A Letter from his Excellency Sir Nicolas Laws, 
our Governor , to the Alcaldes of Trinidado 
on Cuba, dated the 26th of Jan, 1721-2, 

Gentlemen, 

6 r I ''H E frequent Depredations, Robberies, and 
X c other Acts of Hoftility, which have been 
c comnv’tted on the King my Royal Matter's Sub- 
‘ jefts, by a Parcel of Banditti, who pretend to 
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have Commiffions from you, and in Reality are 
t fheltered under your Government, is the Oc- 
cafion of my fending the Bearer Captain Cham- 
bcrlain , Commander of his Majefly’s Snow Happy , 
to demand Satisfaction of you for fo many noto- 
rious Robberies which your People have lately 
committed on the King’s Subjects of this Ifland ; 
particularly by thole Tray tors, Nicolas Brown 
and Chrijlopher Winter , to whom you have given 
Protection. Such Proceedings as thele are not 
only a Breach of the Law of Nations, but muft 
appear to the World of a very extraordinary 
Nature, when confidered that the Subjects of a 
Prince in Amity and Friendfhip with another, 
fhould give Countenance and encourage fuch vile 
Practices. I confels I have had long Patience, and » 
declined ufmg any violent Meafures to obtain 
Satisfaction, hoping the Ceffation of Arm's, fo 
happily concluded upon between our refpeCtive 
Sovereigns, would have put an effectual Stop to 
thole Diforders ; but on the contrary, I now find 
the Port of Trinidado a Receptacle to Villains 
, of all Nations. I do therefore think fit to ac- 
quaint you, and affure you in the King my Ma- 
her’s Name, that if I do meet with any of your 
Rogues for the future upon the Coaft of this 
c Ifland, I will order them to be hanged direftly 
without Mercy \ and I expeCt and demand of 
you to make ample RefHtution to Captain Cham- 
berlain of all the Negroes which the Laid Brown 
and Winter have lately taken off from the North- 
Side of this Ifland, and alfo of fuch Sloops and 
other EffeCts as they have been taken and robbed 
of, fince the Ceifation of Arms, and that you 
will deliver up to the Bearer fuch Englijh Men 
as are now detained, or other wife remain at Tri- 
nidado \ and alfo expect you will hereafter forbear 
! granting any Com millions, or fhffer any fuch 

l note* 


The INTRODU CTION. 41 
1 notorious Villains to be equipp’d and fitted out 
‘ from your Port: otherwife you may depend upon 
‘ it, thole that I can meet with, fliall be efteemed 
1 Pyrates, and treated as fuch ^ of which I thought 
‘ proper to give you Notice, and am, &c. 

A better from Mr. Jofeph Laws, Lieutenant- 
of his Majeffs Ship , Happy- Snow, to the 
Alcaldes of Trinidado. 

Genlemen, 

4 T Am Pent by Commadore Vernon , Commander 
‘ in Chief of all his Majefty’s Ships in the 
4 Weft-Indies , to demand in the King our Matter’s 
4 Name, all the VelTels, with their EffeCts, &c. 
4 and alfo the Negroes taken from Jamaica fince the 
4 Ceffation of Arms •, likewife all Englishmen no\y 
4 detained, or otherwife remaining’ in your Port of 
4 ' Trinidado , particularly A Nicholas Brown and Chrifla- 
4 pher Winter, both of them being Tray tors, Py- 
4 rates and common Enemies to all Nations : And 
4 the Paid Commadore hath ordered me to acquaint 
4 you, that he is furprized that the Subjects of a 
4 Prince in Amity and Friendlhip with another, 
4 fhould give Countenance to fuch notorious Vil- 
4 lains. In Expectation of your immediate Compli- 
4 ance, I am, Gentlemen, 

Off the River Trini- Your humble Servant, 
dado , Feb. 8- 1720. Jofeph Laws. 

fhe Anfwer of the Alcaldes of Trinidado, to 
Mr. Laws’j Letter. 


Capt. Laws , 

C T N Anfwer to yours, this ferves to acquaint 
JL 1 you, that neither in this City, nor Port, are 
‘ there any Negroes or Veffels which have been ta- 
ken 
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4 ken at your liiand of Jamaica, no- on that Coaft 

* fince the Ceftation of Arm . • ana what VeTels 

* have been taken fince that Time, hi. ft: been for 
4 trading in an unlawful Commerce on th s Coaft • 

* and as for thofe Engl.fr Fugit'ves you mention 

* they are here as other Subjects of our Lo.d the 
4 King, being brougnt voluntarily to our holy Ca- 
4 tholick Faith, and have received the Water of 

* Baptifm ; but if they Thouid prove Rogues, and 
4 fhould not comply with their Duty, m which 

* they are bound at prefent, then they lhall be 

* chaftized according to the Ordinances of our 

* King, whom God preferve. .And we beg you will 
4 weigh Anchor as foon as poflible, and leave this 
4 Fort and its Coafts, becaule upon no Account you 

* lhall be luffered to trade, or any Thing elle •, for 
c we are relolved not to admit thereof. God pre- 

* ferve you. We kifs your Hand. 

‘ Trimdado , Signed, Hieronimo de Fuentes , 

Ffb. S, 1722 . Benette Alfonfo del Manz.ano. 


Mr. LawsV Reply to the Alcaldes Letter. 
Gentlmen, 

4 "\7" OUR refufing to deliver up the Subjeds of 
1 e the King my Mafter, is lomewhat furpri- 
4 z : ng, it being in a Time of Peace, and the detain- 
* ing them confequently againft the Law of Na- 
4 tions. Notwithftanding your trifling Pretence 
4 (for which you have no Foundation but to forge an 
4 Excufe) to prevent my making any Enquiry in- 
4 to the Truth of the Fads 1 have allcdged in my 
4 former, I muft tell you my Refolutions are, to 
4 flay on the Coaft till 1 have made Reprizals • and 
4 fliould 1 meet any Velfels belonging to your Port, 
4 1 lhall not treat them as the Subjeds of the Grown 
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< of Spain, but as Pyrates, finding it a Part of your 

* Religion in this Place to protect fuch Villains. 

Off the River Trim- Your humble Servant, 

dado, Feb. 8 . 1720 . Jofeph Laws. 

The An fiver of one of the Alcaldes to Mr. Laws’x 
Captain Laws, 

C ~\TOTJ may allure your fel r , I will never be 
X ‘ wanting in the Duty of my Poll. The 
‘ Prilbners that are here are not in Prifbn, but 

* only kept here to be lent to the Governor of the 

* Havana: If you ("as you fay) command at Sea, I 

* command on Shoar : If you treat the Spaniards , 
e you Ihould happen to take, as Pyrates, I will do 
c the fame by every one of your People I can 
e take up : I will not be wanting to good Manners, 
c if you will do the fime. I can likewife aft the 
c Soidier, if any Occafion Ihould offer that way, 
e for I have very good People here for that purpofe. 

* If you prerend any Thing el fe, you may execute 
‘ it on this Coaft. God preferve you. I kifs your 

* Hand. 

Trinidado , Signed, 

Feb. 20 . 1720 . Bennett e Alfonfo del Menz.ano. 

The laft Advices we have received from our 
Plantat ons in America, dated June 9th, 1724 , 
gives us the following Account, viz.. That Captain 
Jones in the Ship John and Mary, on the “5th of the 
laid Month, met with, near the Capes of Virginia, 
a Spanijh Guard del Coajr, commanded by one Don 
Benito , faid to be commiifioned by the Governor 
of Cuba: She was manned with 60 Spaniards, 18 
French Men and 18 Englijh, and land an Engljh Cap- 
tain as Well as Spanijh , one Richard Holland, who for- 
merly belonged to the Suffolk Man of War, which 

he 
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he deferred at Naples , and took Shelter in a Con- 
vent. He lerved on Board the Spanijh Fleet under 
Admiral Cammock, in the War in the Mediterranean \ 
and after the Ceflation of Arms with Spain , fettled 
with feveral of his Countrymen ( Irifh ) in the SpaniJIs 
Weft-Indies. This Guard del Coaft made Prize of 
Captain Jones’s Ship, and kept PolTeffion of her 
from 5th to the Sth, during which Time ihe took 
alfo the Brudent Hannah of Bo flan, Thomas Mou- 
fcR M after, and the Dolphin of Topfham, Theodore 
Bare Mailer, both laden and bound for Virginia : 
The; former they fent away together with '"three 
Men and the Mate, under the Command of a 
Spanijb Officer and Crew, the fame Day fhe was 
taken ; the latter they carried off with them, put- 
ting the Mafter and all the Crew aboard Captain 
Jones’s Ship. They plundered Captain Jones of 
thirty fix Men Slaves, fome Gold-Duff, all his 
Cloaths, four great Guns and fmall Arms, and 
about four hundred Gallons of Rum, beffdes his 
Provifions and Stores, computed in all to 1 500 /. 
Sterling. 
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CHAP. I. 

O F 

Captain AVER V, 

And his C REW. 

' 0 FI E of thefe bold Adventurers were 
ever fo much talked of, for a while, as 
Avery ; he made as great a Noife in the 
World as Merfaeis does now, and was looked upon 
to be a Perfon of as great Confequence •, he was re- 
prefented in Europe , as one that had raifed himfelf 
to the Dignity of a King, and was likely to be the 
Founder of a new Monarchy ; having, as it was faid, 
taken immenfe Riches, and married the Great Mo- 
gul's Daughter, who was taken in an Indian Ship, 
which fell into his Hands ; and that he had by her 
many Children, living in great Royalty and State ; 
that he had built Forts, erefted Magazines, and 
was Matter of a flout Squadron of Ships, mann’d 
with able and defperate Fellows of all Nations; that 
he gave Commiilions out in his own Name to the 
Captains of his Ships, and to the Commanders of 
his Forts, and was acknowledged by them as their 
Prince. A Play was writ upon him, called, the Sue - 
cefsful Pyrette ; and, thefe Accounts obtained fuch 
Belief, that feveral Schemes were offered to the 
Council for fitting out a Squadron to take him; 
while others were for offering him and his Compa. 
nions an Aft of Grace, and inviting them to Eng- 
landy with all their Treafure, leaft his growing 

Greatnefs 
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Greatnefs might hinder the Trade of Europe to the 
Eafl~lnd.es. 

Yet all thefe were no more than falfe Rumours, 
improved by the Credulity of fome, and the Hu- 
mour of others who love to tellftrange Things j for, 
while it was faid, he was afpiring at a Crown, he 
wanted a Shilling and at the fame Time it was 
given out he was in Pofleflion of fuch prodigious 
Wealth in Madagascar , he was ftarving in England. 

No doubt, but the Reader will have a Curiofity 
of knowing v/hat became of this Man, and what 
were the true Grounds of fo many falfe Reports 
concerning him ; therefore, I fhall, in as brief a Man- 
ner as I can, give his Hiftory. 

He was born in the Weft of England near Ply- 
mouth in Dcvonjlnre, being bred to the Sea, he 
lerved as a Mate of a Merchant-Man, in feveraf 
trading Voyages : It happened before the Peace of 
Ryfw'ck , when there was an Alliance betwixt Spain, 
England , Holland , drc. againft France , that the French 
in Martinico, carried on a fmugling Trade with the 
Spaniards on the Continent of Peru, which by the 
Laws of Spain , is not allowed to Friends in Time 
of Peace, for none but native Spaniards are permit- 
ted to Traffickin thofe Parts, or fet their Feet on 
Shore, unlefs at any Time they are brought as Prifo- 
ners ■, wherefore they conftantly keep certain Ships 
cruiftng along the Coaft, whom they call Guarda del 
Cop a, who have the Orders to make Prizes of 
all Ships they can light of within five Leagues of 
Land. Now the French growing very bold in Trade, 
and the Spaniards being poorly provided with Ships, 
and thofe they had being of no Force, it often fell 
out, that when they light of the French Smuglers^ 
they were not ftrong enough to attack them, there- 
fore it was refulv’d in Spain , to hire two or three 
ftout foreign Ships for their Service, which being 
known at Briftol , fome Merchants of that City, 

fitted 
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fitted out two Ships of thirty odd Guns, and 1 3.0 
Hands each, well furniihed with Provifion aud Am- 
munition, and all ocher Stores ; and the Hire being 
agreed for, by fome Agents for Spain, they were 
commanded to (ail for Corunna or the Groine, there 
to receive their Orders, and to take on Board fome 
Spanljh Gentlemen, who were to go Paflengers to 
Nerv-Spain. 

Of one of thefe Ships, which I take to be call’d the 
Duke, Capt. Gibfn Commander, Avery was firft Mate, 
and being a Fellow of more Canning than Courage, 
he infinuared himlelf into th 0 good Will of feveral 
o f ' the boldeft "Fellows on Board the other Ship, as 
well as that which he was on Board of; having foun- 
ded their Inclinations before he opened himfelf, 
and finding them ripe for his Delign, he, at length, 
propo'ed to them, to run away with the Ship, 
telling them what great Wealth was to be had up- 
on the Coafts of India : It was 10 (boner faid than 
agreed to, and they refoDed to execute their Plot 
at Ten a Clock the Night following. 

It rauft be obferv’d, the Captain was one of thofe 
who are mightily addi&ed to Punch, fo that he 
pafifed moft of his Time on Shore, in fome little 
drinking Ordinary ; but this Day he did not goon 
Shore as ufual; however, this didnotfpoil the De- 
fign, for he took his ufual Dole on Board, and fo 
got to Bed before the Hour appointed for the Bufi- 
ne(s : The Men alfo who were not privy to the De- 
iign, turn’d into their Hammocks, leaving none up- 
on Deck but the Confpirators, who, indeed, were 
the greateft Part of the Ship’s Crew. At the Time 
agreed on, the Dutchefs's Long-Boat appear’d, which 
Avery hailing in the uffial Manner, was anfwered by 
the Men in her, Is your drunken Boatfwain on Foard ? 
Which was theWatch-Word agreed between them, 
and Avery replying in the Affirmative, the Boat 

came 
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CLVt\r aboard with fixteen flout Fellows, and joined 

the 'bmpany. 

When o: r Gentry faw that all was clear, they 
fecured the Hatches, lo went to work •, they did 
not flip the Anchor, but weigh’d it leilurely, and 
fo put to Sea without any Diforder or Confuflon, 
tho’ there were feveral Ships then lying in the Bay., 
and among them a Dutch Frigate of forty Guns, 
the Captain of which was offered a great Reward 
to go out after her but Mynheer , who perhaps 
would not have been willing to have been ferved fo 
himfelf, could not be prevail’d upon to give fuch 
Ufageto another, and fo let Mr. Avery purfue his 
Voyage, whither he had a Mind to. 

The Captain, who by this Time, was awaked, ei- 
ther by the Motion of the Ship, or the Noiie of 
working the Tackles, rung the Bell ^ Avery and 
two others went into the Cabin •, the Captain, half 
afleep, and in a kind of Fright, ask’d, What Teas 
the Matter ? Avery anfwered cooly, Nothing ; the 
Captain replied, fomething’s the Aiatter with the Ship , 
Does fte drive ? What Weather is it ? Thinking 
nothing lefs then that it had been a Storm, and 
that the Ship was driven from her Anchors : No, no, 
anfwered Avery, we're at Sea, with a fair Wind and 
good Weather. At Sea ! fays the Captain, How can 
that be ? Come , fays Avery, don't be in a Fright , but put 
on your Cloaths, and I II let you into a Secret : - 
You muft know, that I am Captain of this Ship now, and 
this is my Cabin, therefore you muft walk out \ I am 
bound to Madagafcar, with a Deftgn of making my 
even Fortune, and that of all the brave Fellows joined 
with mt. 

The Captain having a little recovered his Senfes,. 
began to apprehend the meaning ; however, his 
Fright was ?s great as before, which Avery per- 
ceiving, bad him fear nothing, tor, fays he, if you 
, have 
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have a Mind to make one of us, we will receive you, 
and if you’ll turn lober, and mind your Bulinefs, 
perhaps in Time I may make you one of my Lieu- 
tenants, if not, here’s a Boat a-long-fide, and you 
lhall be let alhore. 

The Captain was glad to hear this, and therefore 
accepted of his Offer, and the whole Crew being 
called up, to know who was willing to go on Shore 
with the Captain, and who to feek their Fortunes 
with the reft } there were not above five or fix who 
were willing to quit this Enterprize •, wherefore 
they were put into the Boat with the Captain that 
Minute, and made their Way to the Shore as well 
as they could. 

They proceeded on their Voyage to Madagafcar, 
but I do not find they took any Ships in their Way •, 
when they arrived at the N. E. Part of that Ifland, 
they found two Sloops at Anchor, who, upon feeing 
them, flip’d their Cables and run themfelves afhore, 
the Men all landing, and running into the Woods j 
thele were two Sloops which the Men had run away 
with from the Weft-Indies, and feeing Avery, they 
lixppofed him to be lome Frigate fent to take them, 
and therefore not being of Force to engage him, 
they did what they could to fave themfelves. 

He gueffed where they were, and fent* lome of his 
Men on Shore to let them know they were Friends, 
and to offer they might join together for their com- 
mon Safety \ the Sloops Men were well arm’d, and 
had polled themfelves in a Wood, with Centinels 
juft on the out-fide, to obferve whether the Ship 
landed her Men to purfue them, and they obfer- 
ving only two or three Men to come towards them 
without Arms, did not oppofe them, but having 
challenged them, and they anfwering they wer« 
Friends, they lead them to their Body, where they 
delivered their Meffage ; at firft, they apprehen- 
ded it was a Stratagem to decoy them on Board, 

D but 
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but when the Ambaffadors offered that the Captain 
himfelf, and as many of the Crew as they fhould 
name, would meet them on Shore without Arms, 
they believed them to be in Earneft, and they foon 
entered into a Confidence with one another j thole 
on Board going on Shore, and iome of thofe on 
Shore going on Board. 

The Sloops Men were rejoiced at the new Ally, 
for their Veffels were lb ifnall, that they could not 
attack a Ship of any Force, fo that hitherto they 
had not taken any confulerable Prize, but now they 
hop’d to fly at high- Game-, and Avery was as well 
plealedat this Reinforcement, to firengthen them 
for any brave Enterprise, and tho’ the Booty muft 
be lelfened to each, by being divided into fo many 
Shares, yet he found out an Expedient not to lutfer 
by it himfelf, as {hall be {hewn in its Place. 

Having confulted what was to be done, they re- 
folved to fail out together upon a Cruize, the Gal- 
ley and two Sloops-, they therefore fell to work 
to get the Sloops off, which they foon effefted, and 
fleered towards the Arabian Coaft ; near the River 
Indus, the Man at the Maft-Head lpied a Sail, upon 
which they gave Chace, and as they came nearer to 
her, they perceived her to be a tall Ship, and fancied 
{he might be a Dutch Eafl-India Man homeward 
bound-, but Ihe proved a better Prize ^ when they 
fired at her to bring too, ihe hoifted Mogul's Colours, 
and feemed to fland upon her Defence Avery only 
eanonaded at a Diftance, and fome .of his Men 
began to fufpeft that lie was not the Hero they 
took him for : However, the Sloops made Ufe of 
their Time, and coming one on the Bow, and the 
other on the Quarter, of the Ship, clapt her onBoard, 
and enter’d her, upon which {he immediately ftruck 
her Colours and yielded •, {he was one of the Great 
Mogul's own Ships, and there were in her feveral 
ef the greateft Perlbns of his Court, among whom it 
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was find was one of his Daughters, who were going 
bn a Pilgrimage to Mecca , the Mahometans think- 
ing themfelves obliged once in their Lives to vifit 
that Place, and they were carrying with them 
rich Offerings to prefent at the Shrine of Mahomet. 
It is known that the Eaftern People travel with 
the utmoft Magnificence, fo that they had with 
them all their Slaves and Attendants, their rich 
Habits and Jewels, with Veffeis of Gold and Silver,- 
and great Sums of Money to defray the Charges 
of their journey by Land ; wherefore the Plunder 
got by this Prize, is not eafily computed. 

Having taken all the Treafure on Board their 
own Ships, and plundered their Prize of evefy 
Thing elfe they either wanted or liked, they let 
her go ; fhe not being able to continue her Voyage , 1 
returned back : As foon as the News came to the 
Mogul , and he knew that they were Ehglijh who 
had robbed them, he threatened loud, and talked 
offending a mighty Army with Fire and Sword, 
to extirpate the English from all their Settlements 
on the Indian Coaft. The Ea(l- India Company in 
England , were very much alarmed at it •, however, 
by Degrees, they found Means to pacify him, by 
promifing to do their Endeavours to take the Rob- 
bers, and deliver them into his Hands; however, 
the great Noife this Thing made in Europe, as well 
as India , was the Occafion of all thefe romantick 
Stories which were formed of Avery's Greatnefs. 

In the mean Time our fuccefsful Plunderers a- 
greed to make thebeft of their Way back to Ma- 
dagascar, intending to make that Place their Maga- 
zine or Repofitory for all their Treafure, and to 
build a fmall Fortification there, and leave a few 
Hands always afhore to look after it, and de- 
fend it from any Attempts of the Natives ; bud 
Avery put an End to this Projeft, and made it alto- 
gether unneceffary. 
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As they were Steering their Courle, as has been 
faid, he lends a Boat on Board of each of the Sloops, 
deliring the Chief of them to come on Board of 
him, in order to hold a Council ^ they did lo, 
and he told them he had lomething to propole to 
them for the common Good, which was to provide 
againft Accidents \ he bad them conlider the Trea- 
fure they were polfefs’d of, would be fulficient for 
them all if they could fecure it in fome Place on 
Shore •, therefore all they had to fear, was fome 
Misfortune in the Voyage •, he bad them conlider 
the Conlequences of being feparated by bad Wea- 
ther, in which Cafe, the Sloops, if either of them 
lhould fall in with any Ships of Force, muft be 
either taken or funk, and the Treafure on Board 
her loft to the reft, befides the common Accidents 
of the Sea •, as for his Part he was fo ftrong, he 
was able to make his Party good with any Ship 
they were like to meet in thofe Seas ^ that if he met 
with any Ship of fuch Strength, that he could 
not take her, he was fafe from being taken, being 
fo well mann’d •, beftdes his Ship was a quick Sailor, 
and could carry Sail, when the Sloops could not, 
wherefore, he propofed to them, to put the Trea- 
fure on Board hjs Ship, to feal up each Cheft with 3 
Seals, whereof each was to keep one, and to appoint 
a Rendezvous, in Cafe of Separation. 

Upon conlidering this Propolal, it appeared lb 
feafonable to them, that they readily came into it, 
for they argued to themfelves, that an Accident 
might happen to one of the Sloops and the other 
elcape, wherefore it was for the common Good. 
The Thing was done as agreed to, the Treafore 
put on Board of Avery , and the Chefts leal’d \ they 
kept Company that Day and the next, the Wea- 
ther being fair, in which Time Avery tampered, 
with his Men, telling them they now had fulficient 
to make them all eafy, and what lhould hinder 
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them from going to home Country, where they 
were not known, and living on Shore all the reft of 
their Days in Plenty ; they underftood what he 
meant: And inlhort, they all agreed to bilk their 
new Allies, the Sloop’s Men, nor do I find that any 
of them felt any Qualms of Honour riling in his 
Stomach, to hinder them from confenting to this 
Piece of Treachery. In fine, they took Advantage 
of the Darknefs that Night, fleer’d another Courfb, 
and, by Morning, loft Sight of them. 

I leave the Reader to judge, what Swearing and 
Confufion there was among the Sloop’s Men, in 
the Morning, when they faw that Avery had given 
them the Slip •, for they knew by the Faimefs of 
the Weather, and the Courfe they had agreed to 
fteer, that it muft have been done on purpofe : But 
we leave them at prefent to follow Mr. Avery. 

Avery, and his Men, having confulted what to do 
with themfelves, came to a Refolution, to make the 
beft of their Way towards America \ and none of them 
being known in thole Parts, they intended to divide 
theTreafure, to change their Names, to goafhore, 
fome in one Place, Ibme in other, to purchafe fome 
Settlements, and live at Eale. The firft Land they 
made, was the Illand of Providence, then newly 
fettled •, here they ftaid fome Time, and having 
confidered that when they Ihould go to JAerr- Eng- 
land, theGreatnefs of their Ship, would caufe much 
Enquiry about them ; and pofiibly fome People 
from England, who had heard the Story of a Ship’s 
being run away with from the Groine , might fuf- 
pefl them to be the People *, they therefore took a 
Relolutionof difpofing of their Ship at Providence : 
Upon which, Avery pretending that the Ship being 
fitted out upon the privateering Account, and ha- 
ving had no Succefs, he had received Orders from 
the Owners, to difpofe of her to the beft Advan- 
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tage, he foon met with a Purchafer, and immedi- 
ately bought a Sloop. 

Iii this Sloop, he and his Companions embarq’d, 
they touch’d at leveral Parts of America , where no 
Perion fufpe&ed them •, and fome of them went on 
Shore, and dilperfed themlelves about the Country, 
having received fuch Dividends as Avery would give 
them ■, for he concealed the greateft Part of the Dia- 
monds from them, which in the firft Hurry of plun- 
dering the Ship, they did r.ot much regard, as net 
knowing their Value. 

At length he came to Bop on, in Nero- England, and 
feemM to have a Defire ct fettling in thole Parts, 
and {bine of his Companions went on Shore there 
alfo, but he changed his Resolution, and propofed 
to the few of Ins Companions who were left, to fail 
for Ireland, which they confented to : He found out 
that New-England was not a proper Place for him, 
becaufe a great deal of his Wealth lay in Diamonds ; 
and fnould he have produced them there,, he would 
have certainly been feiz’d on Sufpicionof Pyracy. 

In their Voyage to Ireland , they avoided St. 
George's Channel, and failing North about, they put 
into o le of the Northern Ports of that Kingdom 
there they difpofed of their Sloop, and coming on 
Shore they feparated themfelves, fome going to Cork , 
and fome to Dublin,! 8 of whom obtain’d their Pardons 
afterwards of K. William. When Avery had remain’d 
fome Time in this Kingdom, he was afraid to offer his 
Diamonds to fale, leaft an Enquiry into his Manner 
of coming by them fhould occafion a Difcovery ; 
therefore confideting with himfelf what was beft 
to be done, he fancied there were fome Perfqns at 
Briflol, whom he might venture to truft •, upon 
which, he refolved to pafs over into England ; lie 
did fb, and going into Dcvonfhire, he fent to one of 
thefe Friends to meet him at a Town cal]ed JBiddl- 
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ford • when lie had communicated hirmelf to his 
Friends, and confulted with him about the Means 
of his Effe&s, they agreed, that the lafefl Method 
would be, to put them in the Hands of fome Mer- 
chants, who being Men of Wealth and Credit in 
the World, no Enquiry would be made how they 
came by them ; this Friend telling him he was very 
intimate with fome who were very fit for the Pur- 
pofe, and if he would but allow them a good Com- 
miflion would do the Bufinefs very faithfully. 
Avery liked the Propofal, for he found no other 
Way of managing his Affairs, fince he could not 
appear in them himtelf; therefore his Friend go- 
ing back to Briflol , and opening the Matter to the 
Merchants, they made Avc-ry a Vifit at Biddiford, 
where, after fome Proteftations of Honour and Inte- 
gr'ty, he delivered them his Eft’e&s, confining of 
Diamonds and fome Velfels of Gold; they gave 
him a little Money for his prefent Subfiftance, and 
fo they parted. 

He changed his Name and lived at Biddiford , 
without making any Figure, and therefore there 
was no great Notice taken of him ; yet let one 
or two of his Relations know where he was, who 
came to fee him. In fome Time his little Money 
was fpent, yet he heard nothing from his Mer- 
chants ; he writ to them often, and after much Im- 
portunity they fent him a ffnall Supply, but fcarce 
fufficient to pay his Debts : In fine, the Supplies 
they fent him from Time to Time, were fo fmall, 
that they were not fufficient to give him Bread, 
nor could he get that little, without a great deal 
of Trouble and Importunity, wherefore being 
weary of his Life, he went privately to Brifiol, to 
fpeak to the Merchants himfelf, where inftead of 
Money he met a moft fhocking Repul fe, for when 
he defired them to come to an Account with him, 
they filenced him by threatening to difcover him, 
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lo that our Merchants were as good Py rates at 
Land as he was at Sea. 

Whether he was frightened by thefe Menaces, 
or had feen fome Body elfe he thought knew him, 
is not known*, but he went immediately over to 
Ireland, and from thence follicited his Merchants 
very hard for a Supply, but to no Purpofe, for he 
was even reduced to beggary : In this Extremity 
he was refolved to return and caft himfelf upon 
them, let the Confequence be what it would. He 
put himfelf on Board a trading VelTel, and work’d 
his Paffage over to Plymouth, from whence he tra- 
velled on Foot to Biddiford, where he had been but 
a few Days before he fell fick and died; not being 
worth as much as would buy him a Coffin. 

Thus have I given all that could be colletted 
of any Certainty concerning this Man ; rejetting 
the idle Stories which were made of his fantaftick 
Greatnefs, by which it appears, that his Attions 
were more inconfiderable than thofe of other Py- 
rates, fmce him, though he made more Noife in 
the World. 

Flow we ffiall turn back and give our Readers 
fome Account of what became of the two Sloops. 

We took Notice of the Rage and Confufion, 
which muft havefeized them, upon their miffing 
of Avery ; however, they continued their Courfe, 
fome of them ftill flattering themfelves that he 
had only out failed them in the Night, and that 
they fhould find him at the Place of Rendezvous : 
But when they came there, and could hear no Ty- 
dings of him, there was an End of Hope. It was 
Time to confider what they fhould do with them- 
felves, their Stock of Sea Provifion was almoft fpent, 
and tho’ there was Rice and Filh, and Fowl to 
be had afhore, yet thefe would not keep for Sea, 
without being properly cured with Salt, which 
they had no Conveniency qf doing ; therefore, 
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fince they could not go a Cruizing any more, it 
was Time to thi; k of eftablifhing themfelves at 
Land to which Purpole they took all Things out 
of the Sloops, made Tents of the Sails, and encam-' 
ped themielves, having a large Quantity of Ammu- 
nition, and abundance of Imall Arms. 

Here they met with feveral of their Countrymen, 
the Crew of a Privateer Sloop which was comman- 
ded by Captain Thomas Tew, and fince it will be 
but a fhort Digrelfion, we will give an Account 
how they came here. 

Captain George Dew and Captain Thomas Tew , ha- 
ving received Commiflions from the then Gover- 
nor of Bermudas , to fail dire&ly for the River Gam- 
bia In Africa there, with the Advice and A Hi fi- 
ance of the Agents of the Royal African Company, 
to attempt the taking the French FaOrory at Goorie , 
lying upon that Coaft. In a few Days after they 
failed out, Dew in a violent Storm, not only fprung 
his Mali, but loft Sight of his Confort-, Dew there- 
fore returned back to refit, and Tew inftead of pro- 
ceeding on his Voyage, made lor the Cape of Good 
Hope , and doubling the laid Cape, lhaped his Courle 
for the Straits of Babel Mandel, being the Entrance 
into the Red Sea. Here he came up with a large 
Ship, richly laden, bound from the Indies to Ara- 
bia, with three hundred Soldiers on Board, belides 
Seamen ; yet Tew had the Hardinefs to board 
her, and foon carried her-, and, ’tis faid, by this 
Prize, his Men lhared near three thouland Pounds 
a Piece : They had Intelligence from the Priloners, 
of, five other rich Ships to pafs that Way, which 
Tew would have attacked, tho’ they were very 
ftrong, if he had not been over-ruled by the Quar- 
.ter-Mafter and others. This differing in Opi- 

nion created fome ill Blood amongft them, lo that 
they refolved to break up pyrating, and no Place 
was fo fit to receive them as Madagascar-, hither they 
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fleered, relolving to live on Shore and enjoy what 

they got. 

As for Tew himfelf, he with a few others in a 
iliort Time went oil to Rhode Jjlandy from whence 
he made his Peace. 

Thus have we accounted for the Company our 
Pyrates met with here. 

It muft be obferved that the Natives of Madagas- 
car are a kind of Negroes, they differ from thofe 
of Guiney in their Hair, which is long, and their 
Complexion is not fo good a Jet •, they have innu- 
merable little Princes among them, who are con- 
tinually making War upon one another ; their Pri- 
fbners are their Slaves, and they either fell them, 
or put them to death, as they pleafe : When our 
Pyrates Arft fettled amongfl them, their Alliance 
jvas much courted by thefe Princes, fo they feme- 
times joined one, fometimes another, but wherefo- 
ever they flded, they were fure to be Victorious ; 
for the Negroes here had no Fire-Arms, nor did 
they underhand their Ufe ; fo that at length thefe 
Pyrates became fo terrible to the Negroes, that if 
two or or three of them were only feen on one Side, 
when they were going to engage, theoppoflte Side 
would fly without ftriking a Blow. 

By thefe Means they not only became feared, 
but powerful-, all the Prifoners of War, they took 
to be their Slaves ; they married the moft beautiful 
of the Negroe Womens not one or two, but as many 
as they liked; fo that every one of them had as 
great a Seraglio as the Grand Seignior at Confianti- 
ttople : Their Slaves they employed in planting Rice, 
in Fifhing Hunting, &c. beAdes which, they had 
abundance of others, who lived, as it were, under 
their Protection, and to be fecure from the Diftur- 
bances or Attacks of their powerful Neighbours; 
thefe feemed to pay them a willing Homage. Now 
they began to divide from one another, each- living 

. " with 


Qf Captain Avery. 59 

with his own Wives, Slaves and Dependants, like 
a feparate Prince and as Power and Plenty na- 
turally beget Contention, they fometimes quarrel- 
led with one another, and attacked each other at 
the Head of their feveral Armies ; land in thefe 
civil Wars, many of them were killed } but an Ac- 
cident happened;, which obliged them to unite 
again for their common Safety. 

It muff be obferved that thefe fuddemgreat Men, 
had uled their Power like Tyrants, for they grew 
wanton in Cruelty, and nothing was more com- 
mon, than upon the flighteff Difpleafure, to caufe 
one of their Dependants to be tied to a Tree and 
fhot thro’ the Heart, let the Crime.be what it 
would, whether little or great, this . was always 
the Pqnifhmenf-, wherefore the Negroes confpi- 
red together, to rid themfelves of thefe. Deffroyers, 
all in one Night •, and as they now lived feparate, 
the Thing might eafily have been done, had not a 
Woman, who had been Wife or Concubine to one 
of them, run near twenty Miles in three Hours, 
to difcover the Matter to them : Immediately upon 
the Alarm they ran together as fait as they could, 
fo that when the Negroes approached them, they 
found them all up in Arms ^ wherefore they retired 
without making any Attempt. 

This Efcape made them very cautious from that 
.Time, and it will be worth while to defcribe the 
Policy of thefe brutifh Fellows, and to fhew what 
Meafjres they took to fecure themfelves. 

They found that the Fear of their Power could not 
fecure them againft a Surprize, and the braveff Man 
maybe kill’d when he is nfleep, by one much his infe- 
rior in Courage and Strength, therefore, as their 
firfi Security, they did all they could to foment 
War betwixt the neighbouring Negroes, remaining 
Neuter themfelves, by which Means, thole who 
were overcome conftantly lied to them for Pro- 
tection, 


So Of Captain AVER Y. 

te&ion, ot-herwife they muff be either killed or 
made Slaves. They ftrengthened their Party, and 
tied fbrilfe to them by Intereft •, when there was no 
War, they contrived to fpirit up private Quar- 
rels among them, and upon every little Difpute 
or Mifunderftanding, pulh on one Side or other to 
Revenge j Inftrubt them how to attack or fiirprize 
their Adverfaries, and lend them loaded Piftols or 
Firelocks tv difpatch them with •, the Confequence 
of which was, that the Murderer was forced to 
fly to them for the fafety of his Life, with his 
Wives, Children and Kindred. 

Such as thefe were faft Friends, as their Lives 
depended upon the fafety of his Prote&ors • for as 
we obferved before, our Pyrates were grown fo 
terrible, that none of their Neighbours had Refo- 
Jution enough to attack them in an open War. 

By fuch Arts as thefe, in the Space of a few 
Years, their Body was greatly increafed, they then 
began to feparate themfelves, and remove at a 
greater Diftance from one another, forthe Conve- 
nience of more Ground, and were divided like Jews, 
into Tribes, each carrying with him his Wives and 
Children, (of which, by this Time they had a large 
Family,) as alfo their Quota of Dependants and 
Followers*, and if Power and Command be the 
Thing which diftinguifh a Prince, thefe Ruffians 
had all the Marks of Royalty about them, nay more, 
they had the very Fears which commonly difturb 
Tyrants, as may be feen by the extream Caution 
they took in fortifying the Places where they 
dwelt. 

In this Plan of Fortification they imitated one 
another, their Dwellings were rather Citadels than 
Houfes*, they made Choice of a Place overgrown 
with Wood, and fcituate near a Water they rai- 
led a Rampart or high Ditch round it, fo ftrait and 
high, that it was impoflible to climb it, and efpe- 
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dally by thofe who had not the Ufe of fcaling Lad- 
ders : Over this Ditch there was one Paffage into 
the Wood •, the Dwelling, which was a Hut, was 
built in that Part of the Wood which the Prince, 
who inhabited it, thought fit, but fo covered that 
it could not be feen till you came at it \ but the 
greateft Cunning lay in the Paffage which lead to 
the Hut, which was fo narrow, that no more than 
one Perfon could go a Breaft, and contrived in lb 
intricate a Manner, that it was a perfect Maze or 
Labyrinth, it being round and round, with feveral 
little crofs Ways, fo that a Perlon that was not 
well acquainted with the Way, might walk feveral 
Hours round and crofs thefe Ways without being 
able to find the Hut •, moreover all along the Sides 
of thefe narrow Paths, certain large Thorns which 
grew upon a T ree in that Country, were ftruck 
into the Ground with their Points uppermoft, and 
the Path it felf being made crooked and Terpentine, 
if a Man lhould attempt to come near the Hut at 
Night, he would certainly have ftruck upon thefe 
Thorns, tho’ he had been provided with that Clue 
which Ariadne gave to The feus when he entered the 
Cave of the Minataur. 

Thus Tyrant like they lived, fearing and feared 
by all •, and in this Scituation they were found by 
Captain Woods Rogers, when he went to Madagafcar , 
in the Delicia, a Ship of forty Guns, with a Delign 
of buying Slaves in order to fell to the Dutch at 
Batavia or New- Holland: He happened to touch up- 
on a Part of the Ifland, where no Ship had been 
feen for feven or eight Years before, where he met 
with fome of the Pyrates, at which Time, they 
had been upon the Bland above 25 Years, having 
a large motly Generation of Children and Grand- 
Children defcended from them, there being about 
that Time, eleven of them remaining alive. 
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Upon their firft feeing a Ship of this Force and 
Burthen, they fuppofed it to be a Man of War 
lent to take them ^ they therefore lurked with'n 
their Faftneffes, but when fome from the Ship came - 
on Shore, without any ihew of Hoftility, and offer- 
ing to trade with the Negroes, they ventured to 
come out of their Holes, attended like Princes ; 
and fince they aftually are Kings Be Fatto, which 
is a kind of a Right, we ought to fpeak of them 
as fuch. 

' Having been fo many Years upon this Illand, 
it may be imagined, their Cloaths had long been 
worn out, fo that their Majefties were extreamly 
out at the Elbows •, I cannot fay they were ragged, 
lince they had no Cloaths, they had nothing to 
cover them but the Skins of Beafts without any 
tanning, but with all the Hair on, nor a Shoe nor 
Stocking, fo they looked like the Pictures of Her- 
cules in the Lion’s Skin \ and being overgrown with 
Beard, and Hair upon their Bod ; es, they appeared 
the moft favage Figures that a Man’s Imagination 
can frame. 

However, they fbon got rigg’d, for they fold 
great Numbers of thofe poor People under them, 
for Cloaths, Knives, Saws, Powder and Ball, and 
many other Things, and became fo familiar that 
they went aboard the Delicla , and were obferved 
to be very curious, examining the infide of the 
Ship, and very familiar with the Men, inviting them 
afhore. Their Defign in doing, this, as they after- 
wards csnfeffed, was to try if it was not practi- 
cable to furprize the Ship in the Night, which 
they judged very eafy, in cafe there was but a 
{lender Watch kept on Board, they having Boats 
and Men enough at Command, but it feems the 
Captain was aware of them, and kept fo ftrong a 
Watch upon Deck, that they found it was in vain 
to make any Attempt wherefore, when fome of 
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the Men went afhore, they were for inveigling them, 
and drawing them into a Plot, for leizing the Cap- 
tain and fecuring the reft of the Men under Hat- 
ches, when they fhould have the Night-Watch, 
promifing a Signal to come on Board to join them 
propofmg, if they fucceeded, td go a Pyrating to- 
gether, not doubting but with that Ship they 
fhould be able to take any Thing they met on the 
Sea : But the Captain observing an Intimacy grow- 
ing betwixt them and fonie of his Men, thought 
it could be for no good, he therefore broke it oil 
in Time, not Buffering them fo much as to talk to- 
gether and- when he fent a Boat on Shore with an 
Officer to treat with them about the Sale of Slaves, 
the Crew remained on Board the Boat, and no Man 
was Buffered to talk with them, but the Perfon de- 
puted by him for that Purpole. 

Before he failed away, and they found that no- 
thing was to be done, they confeffed all the DeBigns 
they had formed againft him. Thus he left them 
as he found them, in a great deal of dirty State 
and Royalty, but. with fewer Subjects than they 
had, having, as we obferved, fold many of them ^ 
and if Ambition be the darling Paflion of Men, no 
doubt they were happy. One of thefe great Prin- 
ces had formerly been a Waterman upon the 
Thames , where having committed a Murder, he fled 
to th e lVeft-Indies, and was of the Number of thofe 
who run away with the Sloops } the reft had been 
allforemaft Men, nor was there a Man amongft 
them, who could either read or write, and yet 
their Secretaries of State had no more Learning 
than themfelves. This is all the Account we can 
give of thefe Kings of Afadagafcar , Borne of whom 
it is probable are reigning to this Day. 
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O F 

Captain MARTEL , 

And his Crew. 

I Come now to the Pyrates that have rofe flnce 
the Peace of Utrecht , in War Time there is no 
room for any, becaule all thole of a roving 
advent’rous Difpofition find Employment in Pri- 
vateers, fo there is no Opportunity for Pyrates \ 
like our Mobs in London , when they come to any 
Height, our Superiors order out the Train Bands, 
and when once they are railed, the others are fup- 
preffed of Courfe \ I take the Reafon of it to be, 
that the Mob go into the tame Army, and immedi- 
ately from notorious Breakers of the Peace, be- 
come, by being put into order, folemn Preler- 
vers of it. And Ihould our Legillators put fome 
of the Pyrates into Authority, it would not only 
lelfen their Number, but, 1 imagine^ fet them upon 
the reft, and they would be the likelieft People to 
find them out, according to the Proverb, fet a Thief 
to catch a Thief. 

To bring this about, there needs no other Encou- 
ragement, but to give all the Effects taken aboard a 
Pyrate Veifel to the Captors •, for in Cafe of Plunder 
and Gain, they like it as well from Friends, as Ene- 
mies, but are nbt fond, as Things are carry’d, of ruin* 
ing poor FcRovees , lay the Crcoleans , with no Advantage to 
them fives. The 
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The Multitude of Men and Veffels, employ’d 
this Way, in Time of War, in the We jl- Indies, is ano- 
ther Reafon, for the Number of Pyrates in a Time 
of Peace : This cannot be fuppofed to be a Re- 
flexion on any of our American Governments, much 
lefs on the King himfelf, by whofe Authority fuch 
Commiflions are granted, becaule of the Reafona- 
blenefs, and abfolute Neceffity, there is for the 
doing of it ; yet the Obfervation is juft, for fo many 
idle People employing themfelves in Privateers, for 
the fake of Plunder and Riches, which they al- 
ways fpend as faft as they get, that when the War 
is over, and they can have no farther Bufinefs 
in the Way of Lite they have been ufed to, they 
too readily engage in A$s of Pyracy, which being 
but the fame PraXice without a Commillion, they 
make very little DiftinXion betwixt the Law- 
fulnefs of one, and the Unlaw fulnefs of the 
other. 

I have not enquired fo far back, as to know the 
Original of this Rover, but I believe he and his 
Gang, were fbme Privateer’s Men belonging to the 
Ifland of Jamaica , in the preceeding War •, his Story 
is but fhort, for his Reign was fo-, an End ha- 
ving been put to his Adventures in good Time, 
when he was growing ftrong and formidable. We 
find him Commander of a Pyrate Sloop of eight 
Guns, and 80 Men, in the Month of September, 1716, 
cruifing off Jamaica, Cuba, &c. about which Time 
he took the Berkley Galley, Captain Saunders , and 
plundered him of 1000 1 . in Money, and after- 
wards met with a Sloop call’d the King Solomon, from 
whom he took fome Money, and Provifions, befides 
Goods, to a good Value. 

They proceeded after this to the Port of Cavena, at 
the Ifland of Cuba,a.nd in their Way took two Sloops, 
which they plundered, and let go; and off the 
Port fell in with a fine Galley, with 20 Guns, 
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call’d the John and Martha , Captain Wilfon , which 
they attacked under the pyratical Black-Flag, 
and made themfelves Mailers of her. They put 
feme of the Men aihore, and others they detain’d, 
as they had done feveral Times, to encreafe their 
Company •, but Captain Martel , charged Captain 
Wilfon , to advife his Owners, that their Ship would 
anfwer his Purpoie exaffcly, by taking one Deck 
down, and as for the Cargo, which confided chiefly 
of Logwood and Sugar, he would take Care it 
ihould be carry’d to a good Market. 

Having fitted up the aforefaid Ship, as they de- 
fign’d, they mounted her with 22 Guns, 100 Men, 
and lefc 25 Hands in the Sloop, and fb proceeded 
to Cruize off the Leeward lilands, where they met 
with but too much Succefs. After the taking of 
a Sloop and a Brigantine, they gave Chafe to a 
flout Ship, which they came up with, and, at Sight 
of the Pyrate’s Flag, fhe flruck to the Robbers, 
being a Ship of 20 Guns, call’d the Dolphin, bound 
for Newfoundland. Captain Martel made the Men 
Prifbners, and carry’d the Ship with him. 

The middle of December the Pyrates took ano- 
ther Galley in her Voyage home from Jamaica, call’d 
the Kent, Captain Lawton , and fhifted her Provi- 
fions aboard their own Ship, and let her go, which 
obliged her to Sail back to Jamaica for a Supply for 
her Voyage. After this they met with a fmall Ship 
and a Sloop, belonging to Barbadoes, out of both 
they took Provifions, and then parted with them, 
having firfl taken out fome of their Hands, who 
were willing to be forced to go along with them. 
The Greyhound Galley of London , Captain Evans , from 
Guiney to Jamaica , was the next that had the Mis- 
fortune to fall in their Way, which they did not 
detain iong, for as foon as they could get out all her 
Gold Duft, Elephant’s Teeth, and 40 Slaves, they 
fent her onwards upon her Voyage. . .. 

They 
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They concluded now, that ’twas high Time to 
get into Harbour and refit, as well as to get Re- 
frelhments themfelves, and wait an Opportunity 
to dilpofe of their Cargo •, therefore ’twas refol- 
ded to make the beft of their Way to Santa Crux , 
a fmall Ifland in the Lattitude of 18, 30, N. ten 
Mile long, and two broad, lying South-Eaft of 
Porto Rico, belonging to the French Settlements. 
Here they thought they might lye privately enough 
for fdme Time, and (it themfelves for further Mif- 
chief. They met with, a Sloop by the Way, which 
they took along with them, and in the Beginning 
of the Year 17 16^-1 7, they arrived at their Port, 
having a Ship or 20 Guns, a Sloop of eight, and 
three Prizes, viz., another Ship of 20 Guns, a Sloop 
of four Guns, and another Sloop laft taken ; with 
this little Fleet, they got into a fmall Harbour, or 
Road, the N. W. Part of the Iflandj and warp’d 
tip two Creeks, which were made by a lictle llland 
lying within the Bay, (I am the more particular 
now, becaufe I fhall take Leave of the Gentlemen, 
at this Place.) They had here bare 16 Foot Water, 
at the deepeft, and but 13 or 14, at the Ural low- 
eft, and nothing but Rocks and Sands without, 
which feciired them from Wind and Sea, and 
likewife from any confiderable Force coming a- 
gainft them. 

When they had all got in, the fir ft Thing they 
had to do, was to Guard themfelves in the beft 
Manner they could •, they made a Battery of four 
Guns upon the Ifland, and another Battery of two 
Guns on the NorthPoint of the Road, and warp’d 
in one of' t pe Sloops with eight Guns, at the Mouth 
of the Channel, to hinder any Veflels from coming 
in •, when this was done they went to Work on 
their Ship, Unrigging, and unloading, in order to 
Clean, where I (hall leave them a while, till I bring 
tfther Company to ’em. 

% % in 
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In the Month of November, 17 1 6, General Ha- 
milton, Commander in chief of all the Leeward Car - 
ribee Iflands , fent a Sloop Exprefs to Captain Hume , 
at Barbadoes , Commander of his Majefty’s Ship, 
Scarborough^ of 30 Guns, and 140 Men, to acquaint 
him, that two Pyrate Sloops of 12 Guns each, 
molefted the Colonies, having plundered feverai 
Velfels. The Scarborough had bury’d twenty Men, 
and had near forty Sick, and therefore was but in 
ill State to go to Sea : However, Captain Hume 
left his Pick Men behind, and failed to the other 
Iflands, for a fupply of Men, taking 20 Soldiers 
from Antegoa , at Nevis , he took 10, and 10 at 
St. Chriftdphers, and then failed to the Wand of An- 
guilla, where he learned, that fome Time before, 
2 fuch Sloops had been at Spamjh-Town , otherwife 
called, one of the Virgin Iflands : Accordingly, the 
next Day, the Scarborough came to Spanijh-Town , but 
could hear no News ot the Sloops, only, that, they 
had been there about Chrifimas, (it being then the 
15 th of January?) 

Captain Hume , finding no Account could be had of 
thefe Py rates, defigned to go back, the next Day, 
to Barbadoes ; but, it happened, that Night, that 
a Boat anchor’d there from Santa Crux , and infor- 
med him, that he faw a Pyrate Ship of 22 or 24 
Guns, with other Veffels, going in to the North 
Weft Part of the Ifland aforefaid. The Scarborough 
weigh’d immediately, and the next Morning came 
in Sight of the Rovers, and their Prizes, and flood 
to them, but the Pilot refufed to venture in with 
the Ship ; all the while the Py rates fir’d red hot 
Bullets from the Shore. At length, the Ship came 
to an Anchor, along Side the Reef, near the Chan- 
nel, and cannonaded for feverai Hours, both the 
Velfels and Batteries : About four in the After- 
noon, the Sloop that guarded the Channel, was 
funk by the Shot of the Man of War j then fhe 

canno- 
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cannonaded the Pyrate Ship of 22 Guns, that lay 
behind theUland. The next Night, viz., the 18 th, 
it falling Calm, Captain Hume weigh’d, fearing he 
might fall on the Reef, and fo flood off and on for 
a Day or two, to block them up. On the 20th, 
in the Evening, they obferved the Man of War to 
ftand off to Sea, and took the Opportunity to 
warp out, in order to flip away from the Ifland * 
but at Twelve o’Clock they run a-ground, and 
then feeing the Scarborough about, ftanding in again, 
as their Cafe was defperate, fo they were put into 
the utmoft Confufion ; ' they quitted their Ship, and 
fet her on Fire, with 20 Negroes in her, who 
were all burnt } 1 9 of the Pyrates made their 
Efeape in a fmall Sloop, but the Captain and the 
reft, with 20 Negroes, betook to the Woods, 
where ’twas probable they might ftarve, for we 
never heard what became of ’em afterwards : Cap- 
tain Hume releafed the Prifoners, with the Ship and 
Sloop that remained, and then went after the two 
Pyrate Sloops firft mentioned. 



E 3 


CHAP. 


79 




CHAP. Ill 

O F 

Captain TEACH ; 

alias Black-beard. 


E Dvoard Teach was a Brifiol Mar. born, but' had 
failed fome Time out of Jamaica in Priva- 
teers, in the late French War •, yet tho’ he 
had often diftinguiihed himfelf for his uncommon 
Boldnefs and perional Courage, he was never raifed 
to any Command, till he went a-py rating, which 
I think was at the later F d of the Year 1716, 
when Captain Benjamin H >i^old put him into a 
Sloop that he had made Prize of, and with whom 
he contiuned in Confortfhip till a little while before 
Hornigold furrendered. 

In the Spring of the Year 1717, 7 ‘each and .Hor- 
nigold failed from Providence, for the Main of America, 
and took in their Way a Billop from the Havana , 
with 1 20 Barrels of Flpwer, as alfb a Sloop from 
Bermuda , Thurbar Matter, from whom they took only 
fome Gallons of Wine, and then let him go •, and 
a Ship from Madera to South-Carolina, out of which 
they got Plunder to a conliderable Value. 

After cleaning on the Coatt of Virginia , they re- 
turned to the Weft-Indies, and in the Latitude of 
24, made Prize of a large French Guiney Man, 

bound 
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bound to Martinico , which by Hornigold's Confent, 
Teach went aboard of as Captain, and took a Cruize 
in her • Hornigold returned with his Sloop to Provi- 
dence , where, at the Arrival of Captain Rogers , the 
Governor, he furrendered to Mercy, purfuant to 
the King’s Proclamation. 

Aboard of this Guiney Man Teach mounted 40 
Guns, and named her the Queen Ann’s Revenge \ and 
cruifing near the Ifland of St. Vincent , took a large 
Ship, called the Great Alien, Chriftopher Taylor Com- 
mander } the Pyrates plundered her of what they 
though fit, put all the Men aihore upon the Ifland 
above mentioned, and then fet Fire to the Ship. 

A few Days after, Teach fell in with the Scar- 
borough Man of War, of 30 Guns, who engaged 
him for fome Hours - , but fhe finding the Pyrate 
well mann’d, and having tried her ftrength, gave 
over the Engagement, and returned to Barbadoes , 
the Place of her Station • and 'Teach failed towards 
the Spanijh America . 

In his Way he met with a Pyrate Sloop of ten 
Guns, commanded by one Major Bonnet, lately a 
Gentleman of good Reputation and Eftate in the 
Ifland of Barbadoes, whom he joyned • but in a few 
Days after, Teach, finding that Bonnet knew nothing 
of a maritime Life, with the Confent of his own 
Men, put in another Captain, one Richards, to 
Command Bonnet's Sloop, and took the Major on 
abqard his own Ship, telling him, that as he bad not 
been ufed to the Fatigues and Care of fuch a Pofi, it would 
be better for him to decline it, and live eafy and at his Plea- 
fure, in fuch a Ship as his, where he fhould not be obliged to 
perform Duty, but follow his own Inclinations. 

At Turmjf \ ten Leagues fliort of the Bay of Hon- 
duras, the Pyrates took in frefh Water, and while 
they were at an Anchor there, they law a Sloop 
coming in, whereupon, Richards in the Sloop called 
the Revenge, flipped his Cable, and run out to meet 
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her •, who upon feeing the black Flag hoifted, 
ftruck his Sail and came to, under the Stern of 
'Teach the Commadore. She was called the Adventure, 
from Jamaica , David Harriot Matter. They took 
him and his Men aboard the great Ship, and fent 
a Number of other Hands with Ifrael Hands , Ma- 
iler of Teach' s Ship, to Man the Sloop for the pyra- 


tical Account. 

The 9th of April , they weighed from Turniff. \ 
having lain there about a Week, and failed to the 
Bay, where they found a Ship and four Sloops, 
three of the latter belonged to Jonathan Bernard , of 
Jamaica , and the other to Captain James the Ship 
was of Boflon , called the Trot eft ant Cafar , Captain 
Wyar Commander. Teach hoifted his Black Colours, 
and fired a Gun, upon which Captain Wyar and all 
his Men, left their Ship, and got afhore in their 
Boat. Teach' s Quarter-Mafter, and eight of his 
Crew, took PofTeffion of Wyar' s Ship, and Richards 
fecured all the Sloops, one of which they burnt 
out of- fpight to the Owner the Trotefiant Ca- 
far they alfo burnt, after they had plundered 
her, becaufe jhe belonged to Boflon , where fome 
Men had been hanged for Pyracy •, and the three 
Sloops belonging to Bernard they let go. 

From hence the Rovers failed to Turkill , and then 
to the Grand Caimanes, a fmall Ifland about thirty 
Leagues to the Weftward of Jamaica , where they 
took, a fmall Turtler, and fo to the Havana, and 
from thence to the Bahama W recks, and from the 
Bahama Wrecks, they failed to Carolina, taking a 
Brigantine and two Sloops in their Way, where 
they lay off the Bar of Charles-Town for five or fix 
Days. They took here a Ship as Ihfe was coming 
out, bound for London, commanded by Robert ClarJt, 
with fome Paffengers on Board for England •, the 
next Day they took another Veffel coming out of 
Charles-Town, and alfo two Pinks coming into Charles- 
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7 ‘own’, likewife a Brigantine with 14 Negroes a- 
board*, all which being done in the Face of the 
Town, ftruck a great Terror to the whole Pro- 
vince of Carolina , having juft before been vilited 
by Vane, another notorious Pyrate , that they 
abandoned themfelves to Difpair, being in no 
Condition to refift their Force. They were 
eight Sail in the Harbour, ready for the Sea, 
but none dared to venture out, it being almoft 
impoflible to efcape their Hands. The inward 
bound Veffels were under the fame unhappy Di- 
lemma, fo that the Trade of this Place was to- 
tally interrupted: What made thefe Misfortunes 
heavier to them, was a long expenfive War, the 
Colony had had with the Natives, which was but 
juft ended when thefe Robbers infefted them. 

Teach detained all the Ships and Prifoners, 
and, being in want of Medicines, refolves to de- 
mand a Cheft from the Government of the Pro- 
vince •, accordingly Richards, the Captain of the Re- 
venge Sloop, with two or three more Py rates, were 
fent up along with Mr. Marks, one of the Prifoners, 
whom they had taken in Clark’s Ship, and very in- 
folently made their Demands, threatning, that if 
they did not fend immediately the Cheff of Medi- 
cines, and let the Pyrate-Ambaffadors return, 
without offering any Violence to their Perfons, 
they would murder all their Prifoners, fend up 
their Heads to the Governor, and fet the Ships 
they had taken on Fire. 

Whilft Mr. Marks was making Application to the 
Council, Richards , and the reft of the Py rates, 
walk’d the Streets publickly, in the Sight of all 
People, who were fired with the utmoft Indigna- 
tion, looking upon them as Robbers and Mur- 
therers, and particularly the Authors of their 
Wrongs and Oppreilions, but durft not fo much 
as think of executing their Revenge, for fear 

of 
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of bringing more Calamities upon themfelves, 
and fo they were forced to let the Villains pafs 
\yith Impunity. The Government were not long 
in deliberating upon the Meifage, tho’ ’twas the' 
greateft Affront that' could have been put upon' 
them yet for the faving lo many Mens Lives, 
(among them, Mr. Samuel Wragg, one of the 
Council , ) they comply’d with the Neceflity, 
and fent aboard a Cheft, valued at between 3 and 
400 /• ' and the Py rates went bade iafe to their 
Ships. 

Blackbeard, (for fo Teach was generally called, as 
we (hall hereafter Ihew) as loon as he had received 
the Medicines and his Brother Rogues, let go the 
Ships and the Prifoners ; having firft taken out of 
them in Gold and Silver, about 1 500 l. Sterling, 
befides Provifions and other Matters. 

From the Bar of Charles-Toven, they failed to North- 
Ctrolraa\ Captain Teach in the Ship, which they 
called the Man of War, Captain Richards and Cap- 
tain Hands in the Sloops, which they termed Pri- 
vateers, and another Sloop fervingthemasa Tender. 
Teach began now to think of breaking up the 
Company, and fecuring the Money and the bell 
of the Effects for himfelf, and fome others of his 
Companions he had moft Friendfhip for, and to 
cheat the reft : Accordingly, on Pretence of run- 
ning into Topfail Inlet to clean, he grounded his 
Ship, and then, as if it had been done undefign- 
edly, and by Accident •, he orders Hands’ s Sloop 
to come to his Aftiftance, and get him off again, 
which he endeavou ring to do, ran the Sloop on 
Shore near the other, and fo were both loft. 
This done, Teach goes into the Tender Sloop, 
with forty Hands, and' leaves the Revenge there \ 
then takes feventeen others and Marroons them 
upon a fmall fandy Ifland, about a League from 
the Main, where ther$ was neither Bird, Beaft 

or 
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of Herb for their Subfiftance, and where they muff 
have perifhed if Major Bonnet h<fd not two Days 
after taken them off. 

Teach goes up tQ the Governor of North-Carolina , 
with about twenty of his Men, furrender to his 
Majefty’s Proclamation, and receive Certificates 
thereof, from his Excellency ; but it did not ap- 
pear that their fubmitting to this Pardon was from 
any Reformation of Manners, but only to wait a 
more favourable Opportunity to play the fame 
Game over again ^ which he foon after effected, 
with greater Security to himfelf, and with much 
better Prolpefl: of Succefs, having in this Time cul- 
tivated a very good underffanding with Charles Eden , 
Efq; the Governor above mentioned. 

The firft Piece of Service this kind Governor 
did to Black-Beard, was, to give him a Right to 
the Veffel which he had taken, when he was a 
py rating in the great Ship called the Queen Ann's 
Revenge ; for which purpofe, a Court of Vice-Admi- 
ralty was held at Bath-Town ; and, tho’ Teach had 
never any Commilfion in his Life, and the Sloop 
belonging to the Englijb Merchants, and taken in 
Time of Peace ; yet was fhe condemned as a Prize 
taken from the Spaniards, by the laid Teach. Thefe 
Proceedings fhew that Governors are but Men. 

Before he failed upon his Adventures, he mar- 
ry’d a young Creature of about fixteen Years of 
Age, the Governor performing the Ceremony. As 
it is a Cuffom to marry here by a Priefl, fo it is 
there by a Magiftrate ; and this, I have been in- 
formed, made Teach’’ s fourteenth Wife, whereof, 
about a dozen might be {fill living. 'His Beha- 
viour in this State, was fomething extraordinary; 
for \yhile his Sloop lay in 0 here cock Inlet, and he 
afhore at a Plantation, where his Wife lived, with 
whom after he had lain all Night, it was his Cu- 
ffom to invite five or fix of his brutal Compani- 
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ons to come aftiore, and he would force her to 
proftitute her felf to them all, one after another, 
before his Face. 

In June 1718, he went to Sea, upon another 
Expedition, and fleered his Courfe towards Bermu- 
das y he met with two or three Engli(h Veffels in 
his Way, but robbed them only of Provifions, 
Stores and other Neceffaries, for his prefent Ex- 
pence *, but near the Ifland aforementioned, he fell 
in with two French Ships, o ie of them was loaden 
with Sugar and Cocoa, and the other light, both 
bound to Martmico , the Ship that had no Lading 
he let go, and putting all the Men of the loaded 
Ship aboard her, he brought home the other with 
her Cargo to North-Carolina, where the Governor 
and the Pyrates fhared the Plunder. 

When Teach and his Prize arrived, he and four 
of his Crew went to his Excellency, and made Af- 
fidavit, that they found the French Ship at Sea, 
without a Soul on Board her •, and then a Court 
was called, and the Ship condemned : The Gover- 
nor had fixty Hogfheads of Sugar for his Dividend, 
and one Mr. Knight, who was his Secretary, and 
Colle&or for the Province, twenty, and the reft was 
fhared among the other Pyrates. 

The Buftnefs was not yet done, the Ship re- 
mained, and it was pofiible one or other might 
come into the River, that might be acquainted 
with her, and fo difcover the Roguery •, but Teach 
thought of a Contrivance to prevent this, for, 
upon a Pretence that fhe was leaky, and that fhe 
might fink, and fo flop up the Mouth of the Inlet 
or Cove where fhe lay, he obtained an Order 
from the Governor, to bring her out into the 
River, and fet her on Fire, which was accor- 
dingly executed, and fhe was burnt down to the 
Water’s Edge, Iter Bottom funk, and with it, 

their 
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the'r Fears of her ever riling in Judgment againft 
them. 

Captain Teach, alias Black-beard, pafled three or 
four Months in the River, fometimes lying at An- 
chor in the Coves, at other Times failing from one 
Inlet to another, trading with fuch Sloops as he 
met, for the Plunder he had taken, and would of- 
ten give them Prefents for Stores and Provifions 
took from them •, that is, when he happened to be 
in a giving Humour at other Times he made bold 
with them, and took what he liked, without fay- 
ing, by your Leave, knowing well, they dared not 
fend him a Bill for the Payment. He often di- 
verted himfelf with going alhore among the Plan- 
ters, where he revelled Night and Day : By thele 
he was well received, but whether out of Love 
or Fear, I cannot fay, fometimes heufedthem cour- 
teoufly enough, and made them Prefents of Rum 
and Sugar, in Recompence of what he took from 
them •, but, as for Liberties (which ’tis Laid) he 
and his Companions often took with the Wives 
and Daughters of the Planters, I cannot take 
upon me to fay, whether he paid them ad Valorem, 
or no. At other Times he carried it in a lordly 
Manner towards them, and would lay fbme of them 
under Contribution •, nay, he often proceeded to 
bully the Governor, not, that I can difeover the 
leaft Caule of Quarrel betwixt them, but it feemed 
only to be done, to {hew he dared do it. 

The Sloops trading up and down this River, 
being fo frequently pillaged by Black-beard, con- 
futed with the Traders, and lome of the beft of the 
Planters, what Courfe to take they . law plainly 
it would be in vain to make any Application to 
the Governor of North-Carolina, to whom it pro- 
perly belonged to find lome Redrels •, lb that if 
they could not be relieved from fome other Quar- 
ter 
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ter, Black-beard would be like to reign with Impu- 
nity, therefore, with as much Secrecy aspoffibie,- 
they lent a Deputation to Virginia, to lay the Affair 
.before the Governor of that Colony, and to folicit 
'an armed Force from the Men of War lying there, 
to take or deftroy this Pyrate. 

This Governor confulted with the Captains of 
the two Men of War, 'biz.. the Tear l and Lime , 
who had lain in St. James ’ s River, about ten Months. 
It was agreed that the Governor Ihould hire 
a couple of fmall Sloops, and the Men of War 
ihould Man them; this was accordingly done, 
and the Command of them given to Mr. Robert 
Maynard , firft Lieutenant of the Pearl , an expe- 
rienced Officer, and a Gentleman of great Bravery 
and Refolution, as will appear by his gallant Be- 
haviour in this Expedition. The Sloops were well 
mann’d and furniflied with Ammunition and fmall 
Arms, but had no Guns mounted. 

About the Time of their going out, the Gover- 
nor called an Affembly, in which it was refolved to' 
publilh a Proclamation, offering certain Rewards 
to any Perfon or Perfons, who, within a Year after 
that Time, Ihould take or deftroy any Pyrate : The' 
original Proclamation being in our Iiands^ is a3 
follows: 
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By his Majefty’s Lieutenant Governor, and, 
Commander in Chief, of the Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia , 

A PRO GLAM AT ION., 

Publishing the Rewards given for apprehending, 
or killing, Pyrates. 

W Hereas , by an AH of Afifimbly, made at a 
Scjfion of AJfcmbly , begun at the Capital in Wil- 
liamsburgh, the eleventh Day of November, in the 
fifth Tear of his Majefly^s Reign, entituled, An Ait to en- 
courage the apprehending and deftroymg of Pyrates: 
It is, amongft other Things enabled 9 that all and every Per*. 
Jon , or Per Jons , who, from and after the fourteenth Day of 
‘November, in the Tear of our Lord one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighteen , and before the fourteenth Day of 
November, which Jhall be in the Tear of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and nineteen , fitall take any Pyrate , 
or Pyrates , on the Sea or Land, or in Cafe of Refifiance, 
Jhall kill any fuch Pyrate, or Pyrates, between the Degrees 
of thirty four , ana thirty nine, of Northern Latitude, and 
within one hundred Leagues of the Continent of Virgi- 
nia, or within the Provinces of Virginia, or North- 
Carolina, upon the Conviblion, or making due Proof of 
the killing of all , and every fuch Pyrate , and Pyrates , 
before the Governor and Council ? fisall be entitled to have 7 
and receive out of the public k Money , in the Hands of 
the Treafurer of this Colony , the feveral Rewards follow - 
ing that is to fay , for Edward Teach, commonly 
calPd Captain Teach, or Black-. Beard, one hundred 
Pounds , for every other Commander of a Pyrate Ship, 
Sloop , or V -Jfely forty Pounds for every Lieutenant , Ma* 
fter , or Quart er-Mafier, Boatfwain , or Carpenter , twen- 
ty Pounds i for every other inferior Officer , fifteen Pounds , 
and for every private Man taken m Board fuch Ship , 

Shop, 


8 o Of Black-Beard. 

Sloop, or V^effel, ten Pounds ; and , that for every Pyrate, 
which Jhall be taken by any Ship, Sloop or f^effe l, belonging 
to this Colony , or North-Carolina, within the Time 
aforefaid, in any Place whatfoever , the like Rewards 
Jhall be paid according to the Quality and Condition 
of fuch Pyrates . Wherefore, for the Encouragement of 
all fuch Perfons as Jhall be willing to ferve his Majefty, 
and their Country, in fo juft and honourable an Under- 
taking, as the fuppreffwg a Sort of People, who may be 
truly called Enemies to Mankind : J have thought fit, 
with the Advice and Confent of his Majefty's Council , 
to tffue this Proclamation , hereby declaring , the faid 
Rewards Jhall be punctually and juftly paid, in current 
Money of Virginia, according to the Directions of the 
faid Aft* And, l do order and appoint this Procla- 
mation, to be publifhed by the Sheriffs , at their refpe- 
Clive County- Houfes, and by all Minijlers and Readers , 
in the fever al Churches and Chappels , throughout this 
Colony . 


Given at our Council-Chamber at Williams - 
burgh, this 24th Day of November, 1718, 
in the fifth Year of his Majefty’s Reign, 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 

A* SPOTSWOOD. 

The 17th of November, 1718, the Lieutenant 
lail’d from Kicquetan, in James River in Virginia, 
and, the 21ft in the Evening, came to the Mouth of 
Okerecock Inlet, where he got Sight of the Pyrate. 
This Expedition was made with all imaginable 
Secrecy, and the Officer manag’d with all the Pru- 
dence that was neceffary, flopping all Boats and 
Veifels he met with, in the River, from going up, 
and thereby preventing any Intelligence from reach- 
ing Black-Beard, and receiving at the fame time an 
Account from them all, of the Place where the Pyrate 
was lurking *, but notwithftanding this Caution, 

Black - 
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Black-beard had Information of the Defign, from 
his Excellency of the Province , and his Secretary, 
Mr. Knight , wrote him a Letter, particularly con- 
cerning it, intimating, That he bad fent him four of bis 
Men, which were dll he could meet with , in or about Town , 
and fo bid him be upon his Guard. Theie Men belonged 
to Black-beard , and were fent from Bath-Town to 
Okerecock Inlet, where the Sloop lay, which is about 
20 Leagues. 

Black-beard had heard federal Reports, which hap- 
pened not to be true, and fo gave the lefs Cre- 
dit to this, nor was he convinced till he law the 
Sloops : Whereupon he put his VeiTel in a Pofture 
of Defence \ he had no more than twenty five Men 
on Board, tho’ he gave out to all the Veffels he 
fpoke with, that he had 40. When he had pre J 
pared for Battle, he fet down and fpent the Night 
in drinking with the Mafter of a trading Sloop, 
who, ’t was thought, had more Bufmels with Teach, 
than he fhould have had. 

Lieutenant Maynard came to an Anchor, for the 
Place being fhoal, and the Channel intricate, there 
was no getting in, where Teach lay, that N'ght ; 
but in the Morning he weighed, and fent his 
Boat a-head of the Sloops to found ; and com- 
ing within Gun-Shot of the Pyrafe, received his 
Fire •, whereupon Maynard hoifted the King’s Co- 
lours, and flood dire&ly towards him, with the 
beft Way that his Sails and Oars could made. Black- 
beard cut his Cable, and endeavoured to make a 
running Fight, keeping a continual Fire at his 
Enemies, with his Guns •, Mr.' Maynard not having 
any, k£pt a conftant Fire with fmall Arms, while 
fome of his Men laboured at their Oars. In a little 
Time Teach' s Sloop ran a-ground, and Mr. May - 
Hard's drawing more Water than that of the Pyrate, 
he could not come near him •, fo he anchored within 
-half Gun-Shot of the Enemy, and, ia order to 
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lighten his Velfel, that he might run him aboard, 
the Lieutenant orde ed all hisBallaft to be thrown 
over-board, and all the Water to be flaved, and 
then weigh’d and flood for him upon which Black- 
board hail’d him in this rude Manner; Damn you 
for Villains , who are you ? And y from whence came you ? 
The Lieutenant made him Anfwer, You may fee by 
cur Colours we are no P)'rates . Black-beard bid him 
lend his Boat on Board, that he might fee who he 
was ; but Mr. Aiaynard reply’d thus 7 I cannot fpare 
my Boat , but I will come aboard of you as foon as I can , 
with my Sloop. Upon this, Back-beard took a Glafs 
of Liquor, and drank to him with thefe Words : 
Damnation feiz,e my Soul if I give you Quarters , or take any 
from you. In Anfwer to which, M» . Maynard told 
him, That he expected no Quarters from him , ?ior Jhould 
he give him any . 

By this time Black-beard's Sloop fleeted, as Mr. 
Maynard's Sloops were rowing towards him, which 
being not above a Foot high in the Wafte, and con- 
fequently the Men all expofed, as they came near 
together, (there being hitherto , little or no Exe- 
cution done, on either Side,) the Pyrate fired a 
Broadiide, charged with all Manner of final 1 Shot. 
— — - — A fatal Stroke to them ! The Sloop the 
Lieutenant was in, having twenty Men killed 
and wounded, and the other Sloop nine : This 
co-id not be help’d, for there being no Wind, they 
were oblig’d to keep to .their Oars, otherwise 
the Pyrate would have got away from him, which, 
it ieems, the Lieutenant was refblute to pre- 
vent. 

After this unlucky Blow, Black -begird’ s Sloop 
fell Broadiide to the Shore •, Mr. Maynard's other 
Sloop, which was called the Ranger , tell a-ftern, 
being, for the prefent, difabled * ib the Lieutenant 
finding his own Sloop had Way, and would' foon 
be on Board of Teach 7 he. ordered all his Men 

down* 
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down, for fear of another Broadfide, which muft 
have been their Deftru&ion, and the lofs of their 
Expedition. Mr. Maynard was the only Per ion 
that kept the Deck, except the Man at the Helm, 
whom he dire&ed to lye down l'nug, and the Men 
in the Hold were ordered to get their Piftols and 
their Swords ready for dole fighting, and to 
come up at his Command •, in order to which^ 
two Ladders were placed in the Hatch-Way 
for the more Expedition. When the Lieutenants 
Sloop boarded the other, Captain Teach’s Men 
threw in feveral new faihioned fort of Grenadoes, 
viz. Cafe Bottles fill'd with Powder, and fmall 
Shot, Slugs, and Pieces of Lead or Iron, wich a 
quick Match in the Mouth of it, which being 
lighted without Side, prefently runs into the Bot- 
tle to the Powder, and as it is inftantly thrown 
on Board, generally does great Execution, befides 
putting all the Crew into a Confufion ; but by 
good Providence, they had not that Effefr here j 
the Men being in the Hold, and Black-beard feeing 
few or no Hands aboard, told his Men, That they 
were all knock'd on the Head , except three or four \ and 
therefore , fays he, let’s jump on Board , and cut them to 
Pieces. 

Whereupon, under the Smoak of one of the 
Bottles juft mentioned, Black-beard enters with 
fourteen Men, over the Bows of Maynard’ s Sloop, 
and were not feen by him till the Air cleared j 
however, he juft then gave a Signal to his Men, 
who all rofe in an Inftant, and attack’d the Pyrates 
with as much Bravery as ever was done upon fuch 
an Occafion : Black-beard and the Lieutenant fired 
thefirftPiftol at each other, by which the Pyrate 
received a Wound, and then engaged with Swords, 
till the Lieutenant’s unluckily broke, and ftepping 
back to cock a Piftol, Black-beard , with his Cut- 
lafh, was ftriking at that Inftant, that one of May- 
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vard \ c Men gave him a terrible Wound in the Neck 
and Throat, by which the Lieutenant came off 
with a (mail Cut over his Fingers. 

They were now cfofely and warmly engaged, 
the Lieutenant and twelve Men, againft Black- 
beard and fourteen, till the Sea was tinttur’d with 
Blood round the Veffel - y Black-beard received a Shot 
into his Body from the Piftol that Lieutenant May- 
nard difcharg’d, yet he ftood his Ground, and fought 
with great Fury, till he received five and twenty 
Wounds, and five of them by Shot. At length, 
as he was cocking another Piftol, having fired fe- 
veral before, he fell down dead •, by which Time 
eight more out of the fourteen dropp’d, and all the 
reft, much wounded, jump’d over-board, and call’d 
out for Quarters, which was granted, tho’ it was 
only prolonging their Lives for a few Days.- The 
Sloop Ranger came up, and attack d the Men that 
remain’d in Black-beard's Sloop, with equal Bra- 
very, till they likewife cry’d for Quarters. 

Here was an End of that eouragious Brute, who 
might have pafs’d in the World for a Heroe, had 
he been employ’d in a good Caufe •, his Deftruftion, 
which was of fuch Conlequence to the Plantations, 
was entirely owing to the Condufl: and Bravejy 
of Lieutenant Maynard and his Men, who might 
have deftroy’d him with much lefs Lofs, had they 
had a Veflel with great Guns •, but they were 
obliged to ule fmall Vefiels, becaufe the Holes 
and Places he lurk’d in, would not admit of others 
of greater Draught \ and it was no fmall Difficulty 
fbr^this Gentleman to get to him, having groun- 
ded his VeiTe!, at leaft, a hundred times, in get- 
ting up the River, befides other Difcouragements, 
enough to have turn’d back any Gentleman with- 
out Dilhonour, who was lefs rel’olute and bold than 
this Lieutenant. The Broadftde that did fo much 
Mifchief before they boarded, in all Probabiliy fa- 
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ved the reft from DeftruCHon •, for before that 
Teach had little or no Hopes of efcaping, and 
therefore had polled a refolute Fellow, a Negro e 
whom he had bred up, with a lighted Match, in 
the Powder-Room, with Commands to blow up 
when he fhould give him Orders, which was as foon 
as the Lieutenant and his Men could have en- 
tered, that fb he might have deftroy’d his Conque- 
rors : and when the Negro found how it went 
with Black-beard , he could hardly be perfwaded 
from the rafh Action, by two Prifoners that were 
then in the Hold of the Sloop. 

What leems a little odd, is, that fbme of thefe 
Men, who behaved lb bravely againft Black-beard, 
went afterwards a py rating themfelves, and one 
of them was taken along with Roberts ; but I 
do not find that any of them were provided for, 
except one that was hanged \ but this is a Di- 
greflxon. 

The Lieutenant caufed Black-beard's Head to be 
fevered from his Body, and hung up at the Bolt- 
fprit End, then he failed to Bath-Tow n, to get Relief 
for his wounded Men. 

It muft be oblerved, that in rummaging the Py- 
rate’s Sloop, they found leveral Letters and writ- 
ten Papers, which difcovered the Correlpondence 
betwixt Governor Eden , the Secretary and Col- 
lector, and alio 1’ome Traders at New-Tork, and 
Black-beard. It is likely he had Regard enough 
for his Friends, to have deftroyed thefe Papers 
before the ACtion, in order to hinder them from 
falling into fuch Hands, where the Difcovery would 
be of no Ufe, either to the Intereft or Reputation 
of thefe fine Gentlemen, if it had not been his 
fixed Refolution to have blown up together, when 
he found no po/Tibility of efcaping. 

When the Lieutenant came to Bath-Town, he made 
bold to feize in the Governor’s Store-Houfe, the 
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fixty Hogfheads of Sugar, and from honeft Mr, 
Knight, twenty •, which it feems was their Dividend 
of the Plunder taken in the French Ship •, the latter 
did not long furvive this fhameful Difcovery, for 
being apprehenfive that he might be called to an 
Account for thefe Trifles, fell fick with the Fright, 
and died in a few Days. 

After the wounded Men were pretty well reco- 
ver’d, the Lieutenant failed back to the Men of 
War in James River, in Virginia, with Black-beard’s 
Head ftill hanging at the Bolt-fprit End, and five- 
teen Priloners, thirteen of whom were hanged. 
It appearing upon Tryal, that one of them, viz. 
Samuel Odell , was taken out of the trading Sloop, 
but the Night before the Engagement. This poor 
Fellow was a little unlucky at his Arft entering up- 
on his new Trade, there appearing no lefs than 70 
Wounds upon him after the Aftion, notwithftand- 
ing which, he lived, and was cured of them all. The- 
other Perfon that efcaped the Gallows, was one 
Jfrael Hands , the Matter of Black-beard’s Sloop, and 
formerly Captain of the fame, before the Queen 
Ann’s Revenge was loft in Kef fail Inlet. 

The aforefaid Hands happened not to be in the 
Fight, but was taken afterwards alhore at Bath- 
Town, having been fometime before difabled by 
Black-beard, in one of his favage Humours, after 

the following Manner. One Night drinking in 

his Cabin with Hands, the Pilot, and another Man •, 
Black-beard without any Provocation privately draws 
out a fmall Pair of Piftols, and cocks them under 
the T able, which being' perceived by the Man, he 
withdrew and went upon Deck, leaving Hands, 
the Pilot, and the Captain together. When the 
piftols were ready, he blew out the Candle, and 
crofting his Hands, difeharged them at his Com- 
pany \ Hands , the Matter, was fhot thro’ the Knee, 
and laip’d for Life •, the other Piftol did no Execu- 
tion 
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tion. Being asked the meaning of this, he 

only anlwered, by damning them, that if he did t.oc 
ti'w and then kill one of them , they would forget who 
he was. 

Hands being taken, was try’d and condemned, 
bat juft as he was about to be executed, a Ship 
arrives at Virginia with a Proclamation for pro- 
longing the Time of his Majefty’s Pardon, to 
fuch of the Pyratesas fliould lurrender by a limi- 
ted Time therein exprelTed : Nocwithftanding the 
Sentence, Hands pleaded the Pardon, a d was al- 
lowed the Benefit of it, and is alive at thi6 Time in 
London, begging his Bread. 

Now that we have given fome Account of Teaches 
Life and Actions, it will not be amifs, that we 
fpeak of his Beard, fince it did not a little contri- 
bute towards making his Name fo terrible in thofe 
Parts. 

^ Plutarch , and other grave Hiftorians have taken 
Notice, thacfeveral great Men amongft the Ro- 
mans, took their Sir-Names from certain odd Marks 
in their Countenances-, as Cicero , from a Mark or 
Vetch on his Nofe •, fo our Heroe, Captain Teach , 
aiTumed the Cognomen of Black-beard, from that 
large Quantity of Hair, which, like a frightful Me- 
teor,. covered his whole Face, and frightened Ame- 
rica more than any Comet that has appeared there 
a long Time. 

This Beard was black, which he fullered to grow 
of an extravagant Length as to Breadth, it came 
up to his Eyes -, he was accuftomed to twift it with 
Ribbons, in fmall Tails, afer the Manner of our 
Rannlies Wiggs, and turn them about his Ears : In 
Time of Aftion, he wore a Sling over his Shoul- 
ders, with three brace of Piftols, hanging in Hol- 
fters like Bandaliers and ftuck lighted Matches 
under his Hat, which appearing on each Side of 
his Face, his Eyes_ naturally looking fierce and 
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wild, made -Him altogether fuch a Figure, that 
Imagination cannot form an Idea of a Fury, from 
Hell, to look more frightful. 

If he had the look of a Fury, his Humours and 
Paffions were luitable to it ^ we ffiall relate two 
or three more of his Extravagancies, which we 
omitted in the Body of his Hiftory, by which id 
will appear, to whaL a Pitch of Wickednefs, hu- 
man Nature may arrive, if it’s Paffions are not 
checked. 

In the Commonwealth of Pyrates, he who goes 
the greateft Length of Wickednefs, is looked upon 
with a kind of Envy amongft them, as a Perfon of 
a more extraordinary Gallantry, and is thereby 
entitled to be diftingtiiihed by feme Poft, and if 
fuch a one has but Courage, he muft certainly be 
a great Man. The Hero of whom we are writing, 
was thoroughly accompli thed this Way, and fome 
of his Frolicks of Wickednefs, were lo extrava- 
gant, as if he aimed at making his Men believe he 
was a Devil incarnate •, lor being one Day at Sea, 

and a little fiulhed with drink : Cctne, fays he, 

let Hi make a Hell of our own, and try bow long we can 
bear it •, accordingly he, with two or three others, 
went down into the Hold, and doling up all the 
Hatches, filled feveral Pots full of Brimftone, and 
other combuftible Matter, and let it on Fire, and 
lb continued till they were almoft fuffocated, when 
feme of the Men cried out for Air ; at length he 
opened the Hatches, not a little pleafed that he 
held out the longeft. 

The Night before he was killed, he fet up and 
drank till the Morning, with fome of his own 
Men, and the Mafter of a Merchant-Man, and ha- 
ving had Intelligence of the two Sloops coming to 
attack him, as has been before obferved • one of 
his Men asked him, in Cafe any thing Ihould hap- 
jsen ya him in the Engagement with the Sloops, 

■ whether 


Of Blac k-Bearb. 89 
whether his Wife knew where he had buried his 
Money? He anlwered, That no Body 'but himfelf and 
the Devil, knew where it was, and the lemgeft Liver Jhould 
take all. 

Thofe of his Crew who were taken alive, told 
a Story which may appear a little incredible ; 
however, we think it will not be fair to omit it, 
fince we had it from their own Mouths. That 
once upon a Cruize, they found out that they had 
a Man on Board more than their Creu> ; fuch a one 
was feen teveral Days amongft them, fometiraes 
below, and fometimes upon Deck, yet no Man in 
the Ship could give an Account who he was, or 
from whence he came but that he dilappeared & 
little before they were caft away in their great 
Ship, but, it teems, they verily believed it was 
#he Devil. 

One would think thete Things fhould induce 
them to reform their Lives, but te many Repro- 
bates together, encouraged and fpirited one ano- 
ther up in their Wickednefs, to which a conti- 
nual Courfe of drinking did not a little contribute ; 
for in Black-beard.’’- s Journal, which was taken, there 
were feveral Memorandums of the following 

Nature, found writ with his own Hand.' 

Such a Day, Rum all out : Our Company fomewhat 

fober : A damn'd Confufion amongft us ! > ■ ■ ■ ' Rogues 

a plotring', — —-great Talk of Separation. — — So Ilook'd 

fharpfor a Prize- fuch a Day took one, with a great- 

deal of Liquor on Board, fo kept the Company hot , damned 
hot, then all Things went well again. 

Thus it was thele Wretches palled their Lives, 
with very little Pleafure or Satisfa&ion, in the 
Polfeffion of what they violently take away fsom 
others, and fure to pay for it at laid, by an ignomi- 
nious Death. 


9 ° 


Of Black-Beard . 


The Names of the Pyrates killed in the Engage- 
ment, are as follow. 

Edward Teach , Commander. 

Phillip Morton , Gunner. 

Garrat Gibbens , Boat Twain. 

Owen Roberts , Carpenter. 

Thomas Miller, Quarter-Mailer.' 

John Husk , 

Jofeph Curtice , 

JoJeph Brooks , (i) 

Nath. Jackfott. 


All the reft, except the two laft, were wounded and 
afterwards hanged in Virginia. 


John Carnes , 
Jofeph Brooks , ( 2) 
James Blake , 
Gills, 

Thomas Gates , 
James White , 
Richard Stiles , 
Cafar, 


Jofeph Philips , 

James Robbins , 

Martin , 

Edward Salter , 

Stephen Daniel , 

Richard Green fail. r 
Jfrael Hands , pardoned. 
Samuel Odel , acquited. 


There were in the Pyrate Sloops, and afhore in a 
Tent, near where the Sloops lay, 25 Hogiheadsof 
Sugar, 11 Teirces, and 145 Bags of Cocoa, a Bar- 
rel of Indigo, and a Bale of Cotton ^ which, with 
what was taken from the Governor and Secretary, 
and the Sale of the Sloop, came to 2500 1 . befides 
the Rewards paid by the Governor of Virginia, pur- 
fuant to his Proclamation } all which was divided 
among the Companies of the two Ships, Lime and 
Pearl , that lay in River ^ the brave Fellows 

that took them coming in for no more than their 
Dividend amongft the reft, and was paid it within 
thefe three Months. 

CHAP* 
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CHAP. IV. 

O F 

Major Stede Bonnet, 

And his C R E W. 

T H E Major was a Gentleman of good Re- 
putation in the Ifland of Barbadoes , was 
Matter of a plentiful Fortune, and had 
the Advantage of a liberal Education. He had the 
leaft Temptation of any Man to follow fuch aCourfe 
of Life, from the Condition of his Circumftances. 
It was very furprizing to every one, to hear of 
the Major’s Enterprize, in the Ifland were he 
liv’d \ and as he was generally efteem’d and honour- 
ed, before he broke out into open Atts of Pyracy, 
fo he was afterwards rather pitty’d than condem- 
ned, by thole that were acquainted with him, 
believing that this Humour of going a pyrating, 
proceeded from a Diforder in his Mind, which 
had been but too vifible in him, fbme Time before 
this wicked Undertaking •, and which is faid to 
have been occafioned by fome Difcomforts be 
found in a married State •, be that as it will, the 
Major was but ill qualify’d for the Bufinels, as 
not underftanding maritime Affairs. 

However, he fitted out a Sloop with ten Guns 
and 70 Men, entirely at his own Expence, and in 
the Night-Time failed from Barbadoes. He called 
his Sloop the Revenge \ his firft Cruize was off the 
Cajes of Virginia, where he took feveral Ships, 
and plundered them of their Provifions, Cloath*, 

Money, 
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Money, Ammunition, &c. in particular the Anne, 
Captain Montgomery , from Glafcow the Turbet from 
Barbadoes, which for Country fake, after they had 
taken out the principal Part of the Lading, the 
Pyrate Crew fee heron Fire the Endeavour , Cap- 
tain Scot , from Bristol, - and the Young from Leith. 
From hence they went to New-York , and off the 
Fa ft End of Long-Ifand, took a Sloop bound for the 
Weft-Indies, after which they flood in and landed 
iome Men at Gardner's Ijland, but in a peaceable 
Manner, and bought, Provifions for the Company’s 
Ufe, which they paid for, and fo went off again 
without Moleftation. 

Some Time after, which was in Augufi 1717, Bon- 
net came off the Bar of South-Carolina, and took a 
Sloop and a Brigantine bound in 5 the Sloop belong*- 
ed to Barbadoes , Jofeph Palmer Mafter, laden with 
Rum, Sugar and Negroes ; and the Brigantine came 
from New- England, Thomas Porter Mafter, whom they 
plundered, and thendifmifs’d •, but they failed away 
with the Sloop, and at an Inlet in North-Carolina 
careened by her, and then fet her on Fire. 

After the Sloop had cleaned, they put to Sea, 
but came to no Refolution what Courle to take-, 
the Crew were divided in their Opinions, fome be- 
ing for one Thing, and Ibme another, fo that nothing 
but Confufion feem’d to attend all their Schemes. 

The Major was no Sailor as was faid before, and 
therefore had been obliged to yield to many Things 
that were impofed on him, during their Underta- 
king, for want of a competent Knowledge in mari- 
time Affairs at length happening to fall in Com? 
pany with another Pyrate, one Edward Teach, (who 
for his remarkable black ugly Beard, was more com- 
monly called Black-Beard : ) This Fellow was a good 
Sailor, but a moft cruel hardened Villain, bold and 
daring to the laft Degree, and would not flick at the 
perpetrating the mojt abominable Wickednefs ima- 
ginable 
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ginable \ for which he was made Chief of that exe- 
crable Gang, that it might be faid that his Poft was 
not unduly filled. Black-beard being truly the Su- 
perior in Roguery, of all the Company, as has been 
already related. 

To him Bonnet’s Crew joined in Confortfhip, and 
Bonnet himlelf was laid alide, notwithftanding the 
Sloop was his own •, he went aboard Black-beard’s 
Ship, not concerning himfelf with any of their Af- 
fairs, where he continued till fhe was loft in Top fail 
Inlet, and one Richards was appointed Captain in his 
Room. The Major now faw his Folly, but could 
not help himlelf, which made him Melancholy 5 he 
refle&ed upon his paft Courle of Life, and was con- 
founded with Shame, when he thought upon what 
he had done : His Behaviour was taken Notice of 
by the other Pyrates, who liked him never the bet- 
ter for it } and he ofeen declared to lomeof them, 
that he would gladly leave off that Way of Living, 
being fully tired of it •, but he Ihould be alhamed to 
lee the Face of any Engl ijh Man again therefore if 
he could get to Spain or Portugal, where he might be 
undilcovered, he would fpend the Remainder of his 
Days in either of thofe Countries, otherwile he 
muft continue with them as long as he lived. 

When Black-beard loft his Ship at Topfail Inlet, 
and furrendered to the King’s Proclamation, Bon- 
net reaffirmed the Command of his own Sloop, 
Revenge , goes direfldy away to Bath-Town in North- 
Carolina , furrenders likewile to the King’s Par- 
don, and receives a Certificate. The War was now 
broke out between the Tripple Allies and Spain •, fo 
Major Bonnet gets a Clearence for his Sloop at North- 
Carolina , to go to the Illand of St. Thomas, with a De- 
fign (at leaft it was pretended fo) to get the Empe- 
ror’s Commiffion, to go a Privateering upon the Spa- 
niards. When Bonnet came back to Tcpjail Inlet, he 
found that Teach and his Gang were gone, ajid that 
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had taken all the Money, fraall Arms and Effe&s 
of Value out of the great Ship, and fet afhore 
on a fmall fandy lfland above a League from the 
Main, feventeen Men, no doubt with a Defign 
they fhould perifh, there being no Inhabitant, or 
Provifions to fubfift withal, nor any Boat or Mate- 
rials to build or make any kind of Launch or 
Veifel, to efcape from that defolate Place: They 
remained there two Nights and one Day, without 
Subfihance, or the leafl Profpefl: of any, expefting 
nothing elfe but a lingering Death •, when to their 
jnexprelTable Comfort, they faw Redemption at 
PI and •, for Major Bonnet happening to get Intelli* 
gence of their being there, by two of the Pyrates 
who had efcaped Teach's Cruelty, and had got to 
a poor little Village at the upper End of the Har- 
bour, fent his Boat to make Difcovery of the' 
Truth of the Matter, which the poor Wretches 
feeing, made a fignal to them, and they were all 
brought on Board Bonnet' s Sloop. 

Major Bonnet told all his Company, that he 
would take a Commiffion to go againft the Spani- 
ards, and to that End, was going to St. Thomas's 
therefore if they would go with him, they fhould 
be welcome •, whereupon they all confented, but 
as the Sloop was preparing to fail, a Bom-Boat, 
that brought Apples and Sider to fell to the Sloop’s 
Men, informed them, that Captain Teach lay at Oc - 
ricock Inlet, with only 18 or 20 Hands. Bonnet , 
who bore him a mortal Hatred for fome Infults 
offered him, went immediately in purfuit of Black- 
heard, but it happened too late, for he miffed of 
him there, and after four Days Cruize, hearing no 
farther News of him, they fleered their Courfe to- 
wards Virginia. 

In the Month of July, thefe Adventurers came 
off the Capes, and meeting with a Pink witha Stock 
of Provifions on Board, which they happened to 

be 
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be in Want of, they took out of her ten or twelve 
Barrels of Pork, and about 400 Weight of Bread j 
but becaufe they would not have this fet down 
to the Account of Pyracy, they gave them eight 
or ten Casks of Rice, and an old Cable, in lieu 
thereof. 

Two Days afterwards they chafed a Sloop of 
fixty Ton, and took her two Leagues off of Cape 
Henry *, they were fo happy here as to get a Supply 
of Liquor to their Victuals, for they brought from 
her two Hoglheads of Rum, and as many of Mo- 
loffes, wh : rh, it feems, they had need of, tho’ they 
had not ready Money to purchale them : What Se- 
curity they intended to give, I can’t tell, but Bonnet 
fent eight Men to take Care of the Prize Sloop, 
who, perhaps, not caring to make Ufe of thofe 
accuftom’d Freedoms, took the nrft Opportunity 
to go off with her, and Bonnet (who was pleafed 
to have himfelf called Captain Thomas,) law them 
no more. 

After this, the Major threw off all Reftraint, 
and though he had juft before received his Ma- 
jefty’s Mercy, in the Name of Stede Bonnet, he re- 
laps’d in good Earneft into his old Vocation, by 
the Name of Captain Thomas, and recommenced 
a down-right Pyrate, by taking and plundering 
all the Veflels he met with : He took off Cape 
Henry, two Ships from Virginia, bound to Glafcow , 
out of which they had very little beftdes an hun- 
dred Weight of Tobacco. The next Day they 
took a fmall Sloop bound from Virginia to Berm u- 
das, which fupply’d them with twenty Barrels of 
Pork, forne Bacon, and they gave her in return, two 
Barrels of Rice, and a Hogfhead of Moloffiis out 
of this Sloop two Men enter’d voluntarily. The 
next they took was another Virginia Man, bound to 
Glafcovo, out of which they had nothing of Value, 
lave only a few Combs, Pins and Needles, and 
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gave her inftead thereof, a Barrel of Fork, and two 
Barrels of Bread. 

From Virginia they failed to Philadelphia, and 
in the Latitude of 38 North, they took a Scooner, 
Coming from North-Carolina, bound to Bofion, they 
had out of her only two Dozen of Calf-Skins, to 
make Covers for Guns, and two of their Hands, 
and detained her forhe Days. All this was but fmall 
Game, and feem’d as if they defign’d only to make 
Frovifion for their Sloop againft they arrived at 
St. Thomas's-, for they hitherto had dealt favou- 
rably with all that were fb unhappy as fo fall 
into their Hands •, but thole that came after, fared 
not fo well, for in the Latitude of 32, off of De- 
laware River, near Philadelphia , they took two Snows 
bound to Brifiol, out of whom they got feme Mo- 
ney, befides Goods, perhaps to the Value of 150 
Pounds ; at the fame Time they took a Sloop of 
fixty Tons bound from Philadelphia to Barhadoes, 
which after taking fome Goods out, they difmiifed 
along with the Snows. 

The 29th Day of July, Captain Thomas took a 
Sloop of 50 Tons, fix or feven Leagues off Dela- 
ware Bay, bound from Philadelphia to ; Barhadoes, Tho- 
mas Read Mafirer, loaden with Provifi on s, which 
they kept, and put four or five of their Hands on 
Board her. The laft Day of July , they took ano- 
ther Sloop of do Tons, commanded bv Peter Man- 
waring, bound from Antegoa to Philadelphia, which 
they likewile kept with all the Cargo, confifting 
chiefly of Rum, Moloffes, Sugar, Cotton, Indigo, 
and about 25 Pound in Money,' valued in all to 50a 
Found. 

The laft Day of July, our Royers with the Veffels 
laft taken', left Delaware Bay, and failed to Cape 
Fear River, where they ftaid |oo long for their 
Safety, for the Pyrate Sloop which they now new 
named the Royal James, proved very leaky, fb that 
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they were obliged to remain here a'.moft two 
Months, to refit and repair their Velfel: T hwy 
took in this River a fmall Shallop, which they rip- 
ped up to mend the Sloop, and retarded the ur- 
ther Prolecution of their Voyage, as before menti- 
oned, till the News came to Carolina , of a Pyrate 
Sloop’s being there to carreen with her Przes. 

Upon this Information, the Council of South-Caro- 
lina was alarmed, and apprehended they fhould 
receive another Vifit from them fpeedily ; to pre- 
vent which, Colonel William Rhet , of the fame Pro- 
vince, waited on the Governor, and generoufly- of- 
fered himfelf to go with two Sloops to attack this 
Pyrate •, which the Governor readily accepted, and 
accordingly gave the Colonel a Commiflion and 
full Power, to fit fuch Veffels as he thought pro- 
per for the Defign. 

In a few Days two Sloops were equipped and 
manned: The Henry with 8 Guns and 70 Men, com- 
manded by Captain John Mafter s, and the Sea 
Nymph, with 8 Guns and 60 Men, commanded by 
Captain Fayrer Hally both under the entire Directi- 
on and Command of, the aforelaid Colonel Rhet, 
who, on the 14th of September, went on Board tide 
Henry , and, with the other Sloop, failed from 
Charles -Town to Swillivants Illand, to put therri- 
felves in order for the Cruize. Juft then' arri- 
ved a fmall Ship from Antigod, One Cock Mafter, 
with an Account, that in Sight of the Bar he was 
taken and plundered by one Charles Vane , a Pyrate, 
in a Brigantine of 12 Guns and 90 Men; and 
who had alfo taken two other Velfels bound in 
there, one a fmall Sloop, Captain Dill Mafter, from 
Barbadoes ; the other a Brigantine, Captain Thomp- 
fon Mafter, from Guiney, with ninety odd Nesroes 
which they took out of the Veffelj flrid-put on 
Board another Sloop then under the Command of 
one Teats, his Confort, with 25 Men. This prov’d 

G for- 
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fortunate to the Owners of the Cuittey Man, for 
feats having often attempted to quit this Courle 
of Life, took an Opportunity in the Night, to 
leave Fane and to run into North-Edifto River, to 
the Southward of Charles-Tomn , and furrendered to 
his Majefty’s Pardon. The Owners got their Ne- 
groes, and Teats and his Men had Certificates given 
them from the Government. 

Fane cruifed lome Time off the Bar, in hopes to 
catch Teats , and unfortunately for them, took two 
Ships coming out, bound to London , and while the 
Prisoners were aboard, fome of the Pyrates gave 
out, that they defigned to go into one of the 
Rivers to the Southward. Colonel Rhet, upon 
hearing this, failed over the Bar the 1 5th of Sep- 
tember, with the two Sloops before mentioned •, and 
having the Wind Northerly, went after the Pyrate 
Fane, and floured the Rivers and Inlets to the 
Southward *, but not meeting with him, tacked 
and flood for Cape Fear River, in Profecution of 
his firft Defign. On the 26th following, in the 
Evening, the Colonel with his final! Squadron, 
entered the River, and faw, over a Point of Land, 
three Sloops at an Anchor, which were Major Bonnet 
and his Prizes ; but it happened that in going up 
the River, the Pilot run the Colonel’s Sloops aground, 
and it was dark before they were on Float, which 
hindered their getting up that Night. The Pyrates 
foon difcovered the Sloops, but not knowing who 
they were^ or upon what Defign they came into 
that River, they manned three Canoes, and fent 
them down to take them, but they quickly found 
their Miftake, and returned to the Sloop, with the 
unwelcome News. Major Bonnet made Preparations 
that Night for engaging, and took all the Men out 
of the Prizes. He fhewed Captain Mannaring, one 
of his Prifbners, a Letter, he had juft wrote, 
which he declared he would fend to the Governor 
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of Carolina $ the Letter was to this Effaft, viz.. That 
if the Sloops , which then appeared , were fent out againfb 
him , by the faid Govenrcr , and he JJjould get clear off t 
that he would burn and, deftroy all Ships or V tffel s going 
in or coming out of South-Caroiina. The next Morn- 
ing they got under Sail, and came down the River, 
deftgning only a running Fight. Colonel Rket's 
Sloops got likewife under Sail, and flood for him, 
getting upon each Quarter of the Pyrate, with In- 
tent to board him } which he perceiving, edged in 
towards the Shore, and being warmly engaged, 
their Sloop ran a-ground : The Carolina Sloops 
being in the fame fhoal Water, were in the fame 
Circumftances the Henry , in which Colonel Rhet 
was, grounded within Piftol fhot of the Pyrate, and 
on his Bow ; the other Sloop grounded right a-head 
of him, and almoft out of Gun-Shot, which made 
her of little Service to the Colonel, while they 
lay a-ground. 

At this Time the Pyrate had a conflderable Ad- 
vantage \ for their Sloop, after fhe was a-ground, 
lifted from Colonel Rhef s, by which Means they 
were all covered, and the Colonel’s Sloop lifting 
the fame Way, his Men were much expofed ^ not- 
withftanding which, they kept a brisk Fire the 
whole Time they lay thus a-ground, which was 
near five Hours. The Pyratesmade a Wiffin their 
bloody Flag, and beckoned feveral Times with theic 
Hats in Derifion to the Colonel’s Men, to come 
on Board, which they anfwered with chearful Huz- 
za’s, and faid, that they would fpeaJt with them by and 
by ; which accordingly happened, for the Colonel’s 
Sloop being firft a float, he got into deeper Wa- 
ter, and after mending the Sloop’s Rigging, which 
was much fhattered in the Engagement, they 
flood for the Pyrate, to give the finifhing Stroke, 
and defigned to go direflly on Boafd him j which 
he prevented, by fending a Flag of Truce, and 
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after feme Time capitulating, they furrendered 
themfelves Prifbners. The Colonel took PolTellion 
of the Sloop, and was extreamly pleafed to find 
that Captain Thomas, who commanded her, was the 
individual Perfbn of Major Stede Bonnet , who had 
done them the Honour feveral Times to vifit their 
own Coaft of Carolina. 

There were killed in this Action, on Board the 
Henry, ten Men, and fourteen wounded \ on Board 
the Sea Nymph, two killed and ^four-wounded. The 
Officers and Sailors in both Sloops behaved them- 
felves with the* greateft Bravery •, and had not 
the Sloops fo unluckily run a-ground, they had 
taken the Pyrate with much lefs lofs of Men •, but 
as he defigned to get by them, and fo make a run- 
ning Fight, the Carolina Sloops were obliged to 
keep near him, to prevent his getting away. Of 
the Pyrates there were feven killed and five wound- 
ed, two of which died foon after of their Wounds. 
Colonel Rhet weigh’d the 30th of September , from 
Cape Fear River, and arrived at Charles-Toven the 3d 
of Ottober, to the great Joy of the whole Province 
of Carolina. 

Bonnet and his Crew, two Days after, were put 
afhore, and there not being a publick Prifon, the 
Pyrates were kept at the Watch-Houfe, under 
a Guard of Militia but Major Bonnet was com- 
mitted into the Cuftody of the Marfhal, at his 
Houfe , and in a few Days after, David Harlot the 
Matter, and Ignatius Pell the Boatfwain, who were 
defigned for Evidences againft the other Pyrates, 
were removed from the reft of the Crew, to the 
faid Marfhal’s Houfe, and every Night two Cen- 
tinals fet about the faid Houfe •, but whether thro’ 
any Corruption, or want of Care (in guarding the 
Prifoners, I can’t fay • but on the 24th of October, 
the Major and Harlot made their Efcape, the Boat- 
fwain refufing to go along with them. This made 

a great 
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a great Noife in the Province, and People were 
open in their Refentments, often reflefting on the 
Governor, and others in the Magiftracy, as tho’ 
they had been brib’d, for conniving at their 
Efcape. . Thefe Inve&ives arofl* from their Fears, 
that Bonnet would be capable of raifmg another 
Company, and profecute his Revenge againft this 
Country, for what he had lately, tho’ juftly, fuf- 
fered : But they were in a fhort Time made eafy 
in thofe Refpefts •, for as foon as the Governor 
had the Account of Bonnet’s Efcape, he immedi- 
ately iffued out a proclamation, and promifed a 
Reward of 700 Pounds to any that would take him, 
and fent feveral Boats with armed Men, both to 
the Northward and Southward, in purfuit of him. 

Bonnet flood to the Northward, in a fmall Veffel, 
but wanting Neceffaries, and the Weather being 
bad, he was forced back, and fb return’d with his 
Canoe, to Swillivants Ifland, near Charles-Toven , to 
fetch Supplies \ but there being fome Information 
fent to the Governor, he lent for Colonel Rhet, 
and defired him to go in purfuit of Bonnet \ and 
accordingly gave him a Comniiffion for that Pur- 
pofe : Wherefore the Colonel, with proper Craft, 
and fome Men, went away that Night for Svoilli- 
vant > s Ifland, and, after a very diligent Seach, dif- 
covered Bonnet and Harlot together ; the Colonel’s 
Men fired upon them, and killed Harlot upon the 
Spot, and wounded one Negro and an Indian. Bon- 
net fubmitted, and furrender’d himfelf; and the 
next Morning, being November the 6th, was brought 
by Colonel Rhet to Charles-Torvn, and, by the Gover- 
nor’s Warrant, was committed into fafe Cuftody, 
in order for his being brought to hisTryal. 

On the 28th of Othber , 1718, a Court of Vice- 
Admiralty was held at Charles-Torvn, in South-Caro- 
lina , and, by feveral Adjournments, continued to 
W ednefday, the 12th of November following, for 
, G 3 the 
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the Tryal of the Py rates taken in a Sloop former- 
ly called the Revenge , but afterwards f&e Royal James, 
before Nicholas Trot , Efq-, judge of the Vice-Admi- 
ralty, and Chief Juft ice of the laid Province of South - 
Carolina, and other Afliftant Judges. 

The King’s Com million to Judge Trot was read, 
and a Grand Jury fworn, for the finding of the fe- 
veral Bills, and a learned Charge given them by 
thefaid Judge, wherein he ift fhewed, That the Sea 
tr as given by God, for the Vfe of Aden, and is Subject to 
Dominion and Property, as well as the Land. 

2dly, He particularly remark’d to them, the So - 
vereignty of the King of England over the Britifh 
Seas. 

Bdly, He obferved, that as Commerce and Naviga- 
tion could not be carried on without Laws fo there have 
been always particular Laws, for the better ordering and 
regulating marine Affairs •, with an hiftorical Account 
of thofe Laws, and Origine. 

4thly, He proceeded to Ihew, that there have been 
particular Courts and Judges appointed \ to whofe Jurifdi- 
llion maritime Caufes do belong, and that in Matters both 
Ctvil and Criminal. 

And then ^thly, He particularly fhewed them, 
the Conflitution and "jur if dill ion of that Court of Admi- 
ralty Sejfions. 

And laftly, the Crimes cognizable therein \ and par- 
ticularly enlarged upon the Crime of Pyracy , which 
was then brought before them. 

The Indiftments being found, a petit Jury was 
fworn, and the following Perfons arraigned and 
tried. 

Stede Bonnet, alias Edwards, alias Thomas, late of 
Barbadoes, Mariner. 

t Robert Tucker , late of the Iflgnd of Jamaica , Ma- 
riner. 

Edward 
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Edward Robinfon> late of New-Caftle upon Tine } Ma- 
riner. 

Neal Paterfon, late of Aberdeen, Mariner. 

William Scot , late of Aberdeen, Mariner. 

William Eddy , alias Neddy, late of Aberdeen, Ma-* 
riner. 

Alexander Annand, late of 'Jamaica, Mariner. 
George Rofe, late of Glafcow, Mariner. 

George Dunkin, late of Glafcow, Mariner. 

* Thomas Nicholas, late of London, Mariner. 

John Ridge , late of London, Mariner. 

Matthew King, late of Jamaica, Mariner. 

Daniel Perry, late of Guernfey, Mariner. 

Henry Virgin, late of Briftol , Mariner. 

James Robbins , alias Rattle , late of London, Ma- 
riner. 

James Mullet, alias Millet, late of London , Ma- 
riner. 

Thomas Price , late of Briftol, Mariner. 

Jamps Wilfon, late of Dublin, Mariner. 

John Lopez., late of Oporto , Mariner. 

Zachariah Long, late ot the Province of Holland , 
Mariner. 

Job Bayly, late of London, Mariner. 

John-William Smith , late of Charles-Town, Carolina, 
Mariner. 

Thomas Carman, late of Maid (l one in Kent, Ma- 
riner. 

John Thomas, late of Jamaica, Mariner. 

William Morrifon , late of Jamaica, Mariner. 

Samuel Booth, late of Charles-Town, Mariner. 

William Hewet, late of Jamaica, Mariner. 

John Levit, late of North-Carolina, Mariner. 
William Livers, alias Evis. 

John Brierly, alias Ttmberhead, late of Bath-Town in 
North-Carolina , Mariner. 

Robert Boyd, late of Bath-Town aforefaid, Ma- 
riner. 

G 4 * Row* 


104 Of Major STEDE BONNET . 

* Rowland Sharp, of Bath-Town, Mariner. 

* Jonathan Clarke , late of Charles -Town, South Caroli- 
na, Marinen 

* Thomas Gcrrard, late of Antegoa, Mariner. 

And all, except the three laft, and Thomas Nicho- 
las, were found Guilty, and received Sentence of 

Death, 

They were moil: of them try’d upon two Indict- 
ments, as follows. 

^ HE Jurors for our Sovereign Lord the King , do up- 
JL on their Oath prefent, that Stede Bonnet, late 
of Barbadoes, Mariner, Robert Tucker, &c. &c. 
The 2 d Day of Aaguft, in the fifth Tear of the Reign 
of our Sovereign Lord George, See . By Force of Arms 
upon the High-Sea, in a certain Place called Cape James, 
&c. did pyratically, and fellonionfly fet upon, break «, 
board, and enter, a- certain Merchant Sloop, called the 
Frances, Peter Manwaring Commander, by Force, See. 
upon the High-Sea, in a certain Place, called Cape James, 
alias Cape Inlopen, about two Miles difiant from the 
Shore, in the Lattitude of 39, or thereabouts ; and within 
the JuriJditticn of the Court of Vice- Admiralty, of South- 
Carolina, being a Sloop of certain Perfons, (to the Ju- 
rors, unknown) and then, and there, pyratically, and fello- 
nioufly did ryiake an Affault , in, and upon the faid Peter 
Manwaring, and others his Mariners, (whofe Names to 
the Jurors aforefaid, are unknown ,) in the far$e Sloop , 
againfi the Peace of God, and of- our faid now Sovereign 
Lord the King, then, and there being, pyratically and fel - 
lonioufiy, did put the aforefaid Peter Manwaring, and 
others , his Mariners, of the fame Sloop , in the Sloop 
aforefaid, then being, in corporal Fear of their Lives, then 
and there, in the Sloop aforefaid , upon the High-Sea, in 
the Place aforefaid, called Cape James, alias Cape In- 
lopen, about two Aides from the Shore , in the Lattitude 
of 39, or thereabouts , as aforefaid , and within the Jurif- 
fiichon aforefaid 3 pyratically , find fellonioufly , did fteal. 
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take, and carry away the f aid Merchant Sloop, called th e 
Frances, and alfo twenty fix Hogfieads , &c. &c. &c- 
being found in the afore f aid Sloop , in the Cuftody and Poffef- 
fo'n of the faid Peter Manwaring, and others, his Mari- 
ners of the faid Sloop, and from their Cufiody and Pojfef- 
fon , then and there, upon the High-Sea aforefaid, called 
Cape James, alias Cape Inlopen, as aforefaid, and 
within the JurifdiUion aforefaid, againfi the Peace of 
our now Sovereign Lord the King, his Crown and 
Dignity^ 

This was the Form of the Indictments they were 
arraigned upon, and tho’ they might have proved 
feveral more Fafts upon the major Part of the 
Crew, the Court thought fit to profecute but two - 
the other was for feizing in a pyratical and felonious 
Manner, the Sloop Fortune, Thomas Read Commander • 
which Indictment running in the fame Form with 
the above-mentioned, it will be unneceffary to fay 
more of it. 

All the Prifoners arraigned, pleaded Not Guilty, 
and put themfelves upon their Tryals, except James 
Wilfon, and John Levit, who pleaded Guilty to 
both Indictments, and Daniel Perry, to one only. 
The Major would have gone through both the In- 
dictments at once, which the Court not admitting, 
he pleaded Not Guiltv to both Indictments, but 
being conviCted of one, he retraCted his former 
Plea to the fecond Indictment, and pleaded Guil- 
ty to it. 

The Prifbners made little or no Defence, every 
one pretending only that they were taken off a 
Maroon Shore, and were fhipped with Major 
Bonnet to go to St. Thomas , s •, but being out at Sea, 
and wanting Provilions, they were obliged to do 
what they did by others •, and fo did Major Bon- 
net himfelf, pretend that ’twas Force, not Incli- 
nation, that occafioned what had happened. How- 
ever, 
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ever, the Fafts being plainly proved, and that 
they had all fhared ten or eleven Pounds a Man, 
excepting the three laft, and Thomas Nichols, they 
were all but they, found Guilty. The Judge made 
a very grave Speech to them, letting forth the E- 
vormity of their Crimes , the Condition they were now in , 
and the Nature and Neceffity of an unfeigned Repentance j 
and then recommended them to the Minifters of 
the Pi'ovince, for more ample Directions, to fit 
them for Eternity, for (concluded he) the Priefi’s 
Tips pall keep Knowledge, and you pall feek the Law at 
their APouths j for they are the Mejfengers of the Lord. 
Mat. II. 57. And the Amhajfadors of Chrifi , and unto 
them is committed the Word for Doftrine] of Reconci- 
liation, 2 Cor. V. 19. 20. And then pronounced Sen- 
tence of Death upon them. 

On Saturday November the 8th, 1711. Robert Tucker, 
Edward Robinfon, Neal Paterfon , William Scot, fob 
Bay ley, fohn-William Smith , John Thomas, William 
Alorrifon, Samuel Booth , William Hewit , William Eddy , 
alias Neddy, Alexander Annand, George Rofs , George 
Dunkin, Matthew King , Daniel Perry, Henry Virgin , 
fames Robbins, fames Mullet, alias Millet , Thomas 
Price, fohn Lopez., and Zachariah Long, were executed 
at the White-Point near Charles-Town, purfuant to their 
Sentence. 

As for the Captain, his Efcape protracted his 
Fate, and fpun out his Life a few Days longer, for 
he was try’d the 10th, and being found Guilty, 
received Sentence in like Manner as the former } 
before which Judge Trot, made a moft excellent 
Speech to him, rather fomewhat too long to be 
taken into our Hiftory, yet I could not tell how to 
pafs by 'fb good and ufeful a Piece of Inftrudrion, 
not knowing whofe Hands this Book may happen to 
fall into. 
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The Lord Chief Juflices's Speech, 
upon his pronouncing Sentence on Major 

Stede Bonnet. 

M Ajor Stede Bonnet , you fland here convided 
upon two Indidments of Pyracy •, one by 
the Verdid of the Jury, and the other by your own 
Confeffion. 

Altho’ you were indided but for two Fads, yet 
you know that at your Tryal it was fully proved 
even by an unwilling Witnefs, that you fyratically 
took and rifled no lefs than thirteen VelTels, fince 
you fail’d from North-Carolina. 

So that you might have been indided, and con- 
vided of eleven more Ads of Pyracy , fince you took 
the Benefit of the King’s Aft ofGrace } and pretended 
to leave that wicked Courfe of Life. 

Not to mention the many Acts of Pyracy you 
committed before j for which if your Pardon from 
Man was never fo authentick, yet you muft exped 
to anfwer for them before God. 

You know that the Crimes you have committed 
are evil in themfelves, and contrary to the Light 
and Law of Nature , as well as the Law of God, by 
which you are commanded that you flail not Jleal t 
Exod. 20. 15. And the Apoftle St. Paul exprefly 
affirms, That Thieves flail not inherit the Kingdom of 
God , 1 Cor. 6 . 10 . 

But to Theft you have added a greater Sin, which 
is Murder. How many you may have killed of thofe 
that refitted you in the committing your former 
Tyracies, 1 know not : But this we all know, That 
befides the Wounded, you kill’d no lefs than eighteen 
Perfons out of thofe that were fent by lawful Au- 
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thority to fupprefs you, and gut a Stop to thofe 
Rapines that you daily a£ted. J 

And however you may fancy that that Was killing 
Men- fairly in open Fight , yet this know, that the 
Power of the Sword -not being committed into your 
Hands by any lawful Authority, you were not im- 
powered to ufe any Force , or fight any one; and 
therefore thofe Person’s that fell "in, that Aflrion, in 
doing their Duty to their King and Country, were 
murdered , arid their Blood now cries out for Ven- 
geance and Jufiice againft you : For it is the Voice of 
Nature, confirmed bv 'the Law of God, That whofoever 
fheddeth Mans -Blood., by Man fall his Blood be fed. 
Gen. 9. 6 - . \ . , • 

And confider that Death is not the only Punifli- 
ment due to Murderers ; for they are threatened to 
have their Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire and 
Brimjfone , which is the fecond Death, Rev. 21. 8. See 
Chap. 22. 15. Words which carry that Terror 
with them, that confi^ering your Circumftances 
and your Guilt, furely • the Sound of them muft 
make you tremble ; For who can dwell with everlaft- 
ing Burnings? Chap. 33. 14. 

As the Tefiimony of your Confcience muft convince 
you of the great and many Evils you have com- 
mitted, by which you have highly offended God, 
and provoked moft juftly his Wrath and Indigna- 
tion againft you, fo I fuppofe I need not tell you 
that the only Way of obtaining Pardon and Remif- 
fion of your Sins from God, is by a true and un- 
feigned Repentance and Faith in Chrift, by whole 
meritorious Death and Paifton, you can only hope 
for Salvation. 

You being a Gentleman that have had the Ad- 
vantage of a liberal Education, and being generally 
efteemed a Man of Letters, I believe it will be need- 
lefs for me to explain to you the Nature of Repen- 
tance 
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tance and Faith in Chrift, they being fo fully and 
io often mentioned in the Scriptures, that you can- 
not but know them. And therefore, perhaps, for 
thatReafon it might be thought by iome impro- 
per for me to have faid fo much to you, as 1 have 
already upon this Occafion •, neither fhould I have 
done it, but that confidering the Courfe of your 
Life and Actions, I have juft Reafon to fear, that 
the Principles of Religion that had been inftilled 
into you by your -Education, have been at leaft 
corrupted, if not entirely defaced, by the Scepti- 
cifrn and Infidelity of this wicked Age and that 
what Time you allowed for Study, was rather ap- 
plied to the Polite Literature , and the vain Philo fophy oi 
the Times, than a ferious Search after the Law and 
Will of God, as revealed unto us in the Holy Scrip- 
tures : For had your Delight been in the Law of the Lord , 
and that you had meditated therein Day and Night , Pfal. 
i . 2. you would then have found that God’s Word 
rvas a Lamp unto your Feet , and a Light to your Path , 
Pfal. 119. 105. and that you would account all 
other Knowledge but Lofs, in Companion of the 
Excellency of the Knowledge of Chrift- Jefus, Phil. 3. 8. 
who to them that are called is the Power of God , and the 
Wifdom of God, 1 Cor. 1. 24. even the hidden Wifdom 
which God ordained before the World, Chap. 2. 7. 

You would then have efteemed the Scriptures as 
the Great Charter of Heaven, and which delivered 
to us not only the moft perfefl: Laws and Rules of 
Life, but alfo difeovered to us the Afts of Pardon 
from God, wherein they have offended thofe righte- 
ous Laws : For in them only is to be found the great 
My fiery of fallen Man’s Redemption , which the Angels 
defire- to look into , I Pet. 1.12. 

And they would have taught you that Sin is the 
debafing of Human Nature, as being a Derivation from 
that Purity , ReFlitude , and Holinefs , in which God 
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created us , and that Virtue and Religion, and walk- 
ing by the Laws of God, were altogether preferable 
to the Ways of Sin and Satan ; for that the Ways of 
Virtue are Ways of Pleafantnefs, and, all their Paths are 
Peace, Prov. 3. 17. 

But what you could not learn from God’s Word, 
by reafon of your carelefy , or but fuperficially con- 
fidering the fame, 1 hope the Courfe of his Pro 
evidence, and the prelent Ajfliffions that he hath laid 
upon you, hath now convinced you of the fame : 
For however in your feeming Profperity you might 
make a Mocl at your Sins Prov. 3. 17. yet now 
that you fee that God’s Hand hath reached you, 
and brought you to publick Juftice, I hope your 
prelent unhappy Circumftances hath made you 
ferioufly refleft upon your paft Actions and Courfe 
of Lite *, and that you are now fenfible of the Great- 
nefs of your Sins, and that you find the Burden of 
them is intolerable. 

And that therefore being thus labouring, and heavy 
laden with Sin, Mat. n. 28. you will efleem that 
as the moft valuable Knowledge , that can fhew 
you how you can be reconciled to that Supreme 
God that you have fo highly offended ; and that 
can reveal to you Him who is not only the power- 
ful Advocate with the Father for you , 1 John 2. 1. 
but alfo who hath paid that Debt that is due for 
your Sins by his own Death upon the Crofs for 
you \ and thereby made full Satisfaflion for the Ju- 
flice of God. And this is to be found no where 
but in God’s Word, which difcovers to us that 
Lamb of God which tales away the Sins of the World , 
John 1. 29. which is Chriff the Son of God : For 
this know, and be allured, that there is none other 
Name under Heaven given among Men , whereby we muff 
be faved, Aflrs 4. 12. but only by the Name of the 
Lord Jefus. 


But 
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But then confider how he invites all Sinners to 
come unto him, and, that he mil give them reft,' Matt, 
ii. 28. for he allures us, that he came to feet and to 
fave that which was loft , Luke 19. 10, Mat. 18. 11. 
and hath promifed, that he that cometh unto him , he 
will in no wife caft out , John 6. 37. 

So that if notv you will fincerely turn to him, 
tho’ late, even at the eleventh Hour , Mat. 20. 6, 9. 
he will receive you. 

But furely I need not tell you, that the Terms of 
his Mercy is Faith and Repentance. 

And do not miftake the Nature of Repentance 
to be only a bare Sorrow for your Sins, arifing from 
the Confideration of the Evil and Punijhment they 
have now brought upon you } but your Sorrow 
muft arile from the Confideration of your having 
offended a gracious and merciful God. 

But I fhall not pretend to give you any particu- 
lar Directions as to the Nature of Repentance : I 
confider that I fpeak to a Perfon, whole Offences 
have proceeded not fo much from his not knowing, 
as his fighting and negleSting his Duty : Neither is 
it proper for me to give Advice out of the Way of 
my owfi Profelfion. 

You may have that better delivered to you by 
thofe who have made Divinity their particular 
Study •, and who, by their Knowledge, as well as 
their Office, as being the Ambajfadors of Chrift , 2 Cor. 
5. 20. are belt qualified to give you Inftructions 
therein. 

I only heartily wilh, that what, in Companion 
to your Soul, I have now faid to you upon this 
fad and folemn Occalion, by exhorting you in ge- 
neral to Faith and Repentance , may have that due 
Effeft upon you, that thereby you may become a 
true Penitent. 

And therefore having now difcharged my Duty 
to you as a Chriflian , by giving you the bell Coun- 

fel 
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fel I can, with refpeft to the Salvation of your Soul, 
I muff now do my Office as a Judge. 

The Sentence that the Law hath appointed to pafs 
upon you for your Offences, and which this Court 
doth therefore award, is. 

That youj the faid Stede Bonnet, fall go from hence 
to the Place from whence you came , and from thence to 
the Place of Execution , where you fall be hanged by the 
JSfcck till you are dead. 

And the Cod of infinite Mercy be merciful to your SouU 
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CHAP. V. 

O F 

Capt. Edward England . , 

And his Crew. 

E Drvard England went Mate of a Sloop that Jail’d 
out of Jamaica, and was taken by Captain 
Winter , a Pyrate, juft before their Settle- 
ment at Providence from whence England had the 
Command of a Sloop in the fame laudable Em- 
ployment : It is furprizing that Men of good Un- ^ 
derftanding fhould engage in a Courfe of Life, that 
Jo much debales humane Nature, and lets them 
upon a Level with the wild Beafts of the Foreft 
who live and prey upon their weaker Fellow 
Creatures : A Crime Jo enormous ! That it includes 
almoft all others, as Murder, Rapine, Theft In- 
gratitude, &c. and tho’ they make thefe Vices fa- 
miliar to them by their daily Pra&ice, yet theJe 
Men are Jo inconfiftent with themfelves, that a Re- 
flection made upon their Honour, their Juftice, or 
their Courage, is look’d upon as an Offence that 
ought to be punilhed with the Life of him that 
commits it : England was one of thele Men, who 
feem’d to have fiich a Share of ReaJon, as ihould 
have taught hiri? better Things. He had a great 
deal of good Nature, and did not want for Cou- 
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rage •, he was not avaritious, and always averfe to 
the ill Ufage Priloners received: He would have 
been contented with moderate Plunder, and left 
mifchievous Pranks, could his Companions have 
been brought to the fame Temper, but he was ge- 
nerally over-rul’d, and as he was engaged in that 
abominable Society, he was obliged to be a Partner 
in all their vile Attions. 

Captain England fail’d to the Coaft of Africa, af- 
ter the Ifland of Providence was fettled by the Eng- 
lip Government, and the Pyrates furrendered to 
his Majefty’s Proclamation *, and took feveral Ships 
and Veffels, particularly the Cadogan Snow belong- 
ing to Briftol, at Sierraleone, one Skinned Matter, who 
was inhumanly murthered by fbme of the Crew, 
that had lately been his own Men, and ferved in 
the faid VelTel. It feems fbme Quarrel had hap- 
pened between them, fo that Skinner thought fit 
to remove tlxefe Fellows on Board of a Man of 
War, and at the fame Time refufed them their 
Wages not long after they found Means to defert 
that Service, and flopping themielves aboard a 
Sloop in the Wefl-Indies, was taken by a Pyrate, 
and brought to Providence, and failed upon the fame 
Account along with Captain England. 

Affoon as Skinner had ftruck to the Pyrate, he 
was ordered to come on Board in his Boat, which 
he did, and the Perfon that he firft caft his Eye 
upon, proved to be his old Boatfwain, who flar’d 
him in the Face like his evil Genius, and acco- 

fted him in this Manner. Ah, Captain Skinner ! 

Is it you ? The only Man I wiped, to fee-, I am much 
in your Debt , and note I pall pay you all in your oven 
Coin. 

The poor Man trembled every Joint, when he 
found into what Company he had, fallen, and drea- 
ded the Event, as he had Reafon enough fo to do 
for the Boatfwain immediately called to his Con- 

forts, 


Of Capt.EtiGLAN r. 1 15 

forts, laid hold of the Captain, and made him faft 
to the Windlefs, and there pelted him with GlalS 
Bottles, which cut him in a fad Manner } after 
which they whipp’d him about the Deck^; till they 
were weary, being deaf to all his Prayers and In- 
treaties, and at la ft, becaufe he had been a good 
Mafter to his Men,' they laid, he fhould have an 
eafy Death, and fo lhot him thro’ the Head. 7 hey 
took fome few Things out of the Sndw, but gave 
the Veffel and all her Cargb to Hornet Davis the; 
Mate, and the reft of the Crew, as will be hereafc 
ter mentioned in the Chapter of Captain Davis. 

Captain England took a Ship called the Pearl, Cap- 
tain Tyz.ard Commander, for which he exchanged 
his own Sloop, fitted her up for tire pyratical Ac- 
count, and new chriften’d her, the Royal Jamei, with 
which he took feveral Ships and Velfels of dif- 
ferent Nations at the Azores and Cape de Herd 
Jflands. 

In the Spring, 1719, the Rovers returned to 
Africa, and beginning at the River Gambia , failed 
all down the Coaft and between that and Cape Corfo ,• 
took the following Ships and Velfels. 

The Eagle Pink, Captain Rickets Commander be- 
longing to Cork, taken the 25th of March , having <5 
Guns and 17 Men on Board, fetfen of which turned 
Pyrates. - 

The Charlotte , Captain Oldfon, of Lohddn, taken May 
the 26th, having 8 Guns and 1 8- Men on Board^ 1 3 
of which turned Pyrates. 

The Sarah, Captain Stunt, of London , taken the 27 th 
of May, having 4 Guns and 18 Men on Board, 3 of 
which turned Pyrates. 

The Bentworth, Captain Gardener, of Brifiol, taken 1 
the 27th of May, having 1 2 Guns and 30 Men on 
Board, 12 of which turned Pyrates. 
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The Buck Sloop, Captain Sylvefler , of Gambia, taken 
the 27 th of May, having 2 Guns and 2 Men on Board, 
and both turned Pyrates. 

The Carteret, Captain Stiow, of London, taken the 
28th of May, having 4 Guns and 18 Men on Board, 5 
of which turned Pyrates. 

The Mercury , Captain Maggott, of London, taken the 
29th of May , having 4 Guns and 18 Men on Board, 
5 of which turned Pyrates. 

The Craw^Galley, Captain Creed, of London , taken 
the 17th of June, having 2 Guns and 13 Men on 
Board, 4 of which turned Pyrates. 

The Elizabeth and Katherine , Captain Bridge of Bar- 
badoes, taken June the 27th, having 6 Guns and 14 
Men on Board, 4 of which turned Pyrates. 

The Eagle Pink being bound to Jamaica, the Sarah 
to Virginia , and the Buck to Maryland, they let them 
go, but the Charlotte , the Bentworth, the Carteret, and 
the Coward Galley, they burnt ^ and the Mercury, 
and the Elizabeth and Katherine were fitted up for 
Pyrate Ships, the former was new nam’d Queen 
Ann's Revenge, and commanded by one Lane , and 
the other was call’d the Flying King, of which Ro- 
bert Sample was appointed Captain. Thefe two left 
England uppn the Coaft, fail’d to the IVejb- Indies, 
vvhere they took fbme Prizes, clean’d, and fail’d to 
Brafil in November they took feveral Tortugucfe 
Ships there, and did a great deal of Mifchief, but 
in the height of their Undertakings, a Tortugucfe 
Man of War, which was an excellent Sailor, came 
a very unwelcome Gueft to them, and gave them 
Chace the Queen Ann s Revenge got off, but was 
loft a little while after upon that Coaft 3 'and the 
Flying King, giving herfelf over for loft, ran afhore : 
There were, then 70 Men on Board, 12 of which 
were kill’d, and the reft taken Prifoners, ofivvhom 
the Tortugucfe hang’d 38, of which 32 were Engl.'Jh , 

three 
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three Dutch , two French, and one of their own 
Nation. 

England, in going down the Coaft, took the Peter- 
borough Galley of Brifiol, Captain Owen \ and the Vi- 
Bory,- Captain Ridout ; the former they detained, 
but plundered the latter, and let her go. In Cape 
Corfo Road, they faw two Sail at Anchor, but be- 
fore they could reach them, they flipp’d their Ca- 
bles and got clofe under Cape Corfo Caftle, thele were 
the IVhydah , Captain Prince , and the John, Captain 
Rider : The Pyrates upon this made a fire Ship of 
a Veffel they had lately taken, and attempted to 
burn them, as tho’ they had been a common Ene- 
my, which if effected, they could not have been 
one Farthing the better for it •, but the Caftle fir- 
ing warmly upon them, they withdrew, and fail’d 
down to Whydah Road, where they found another 
Pyrate, one Captain la Bouche , who getting thither 
before England arrived, had foreftall’d the Market, 
and greatly difappointed their Brethren. 

Captain England , after this Baulk, went into a 
Harbour, clean’d his own Ship, and fitted up the 
Peterborough, which he call’d the FiPtory \ they liv’d 
there very wantonly for feveral Weeks, making, 
free with the Negroe Women, and committing 
fuch outragious Ails, that they came to an open 
Rupture with the Natives, feveral of whom they 
kill’d, and one of their Towns they fet on Fire. 

When the Pyrates came out to Sea, they put it 
to a Vote what Voyage to take, and the Majority 
carrying it for the Eafi-Pndies, they ihap’d their 
Courfe accordingly, and arrived at Madagafcar, the 
Beginning of the Year 1720. They ftaid not long 
there, but after taking in Water and Provifions, 
fail’d for the Coaft of Malabar, which is a fine fruit- 
ful Country in the Eafi-Indies, in the Empire of 
the Mogul , but immediately fubjefl: to its own Prin- 
ces : It reaches from the Coaft of Canara to Cape 
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Camorin , which is between 7 0 30, and 12 9 North 
Lattitude, and in about 75° Eaft Longitude, coun- 
ting frbm the Meridian of London. The old Na- 
tives are Pagans, but there are a great Number of 
Mahometans inhabiting among them, who are Mer- 
chants', and generally rich. On the fame Coaft, but 
in a Province to the Northward lies Goa, Surat , Bom- 
bay, where the Englijh, Dutch, and Portuguefe have 
Settlements. 

• Hither oujr Pyrates came, having made a Tout 
of half the Globe, as the Plalmift fays of the De- 
vils, Going about like roaring Lions, feeking whom they 
might devour. They took feveral Country Ships, 
that is, Indian Veffels, and one European, a Dutch 
Ship, which they exchanged for one of their own, 
arid chert came back to Madagascar. 

They lent feveral of their Hands onShore with 
Tents, Powder, and Shot, to kill Hogs, Venifonj 
$nd fuch other frefh Provifion as the Iflarid afforded, 
and a Whim came into their Heads to feek out for 
the Remains of Avery’s Crew, whom they knew to 
be fettled fomewhere in the Ifland. - — — Accor- 
dingly fome of them travell’d feveral Days Jour- 
ney, without hearing any Intelligence of them, and 
lb were forc’d to return with the Lofs of their La- 
bour, for thefe Men were fettled on the other Side 
of the Ifland, as has been taken Notice of under the 
Chapter of Avery. 

They flay’d not long here, after they had clean’d 
their Ships, but failing to Juanna they met two 
Englijh, and one 0 fiend India Men, coming out of 
that Harbour, one of which, after a defperate Re- 
fiftance, they took •, the Particulars of which Aftion 
1,3 at length related in the following Letter, wrote 
j&y die Captain from $oti}bay. 1 • ■ » " r f\ 
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A LETTER from Captain Mackra , dated at 
Bombay , jVJw. 16, 1720, 

W E arrived the 2^th of July la ft, in Company of 
the Greenwich, at Juanna, (an Ifland not far 
from Madagaicar) putting in there to refrefh our Men, 
we found fourteen Pyrates that came in their Canoes from 
the Mayotta, where the Vyrate Ship to which they be- 
long d y viz. the Indian Queen, two hundred and fifty Tons, 
twenty eight Guns , and ninety Men , commanded by Capt . 
Oliver de la Bouche, bound from the Guinea Co aft to the 
Eaft~ Indies, had been bulged and loft . They faid they left 
the Captain and 40 of their Men building a new V^ejfel to 
proceed on their wicked Defign, Capt . Kirby and 1 conclu- 
ding it might be of great Service to the Eaft-India Company 
to dejlroy fuch a Ncft of Rogues , were ready to fail for that 
Purpofe the 17 th of Auguff, about Eight o’ Clock in the 
Mornings when we difcovered two Vyrate Ships ftanding 
into the Bay of Juanna, one of thirty four , and the other of 
thirty Guns . / immediately went on Board the Greenwich, 
where they feem 7 d very diligent in Preparations for an En- 
gagement , and 1 left Capt . Kirby with mutual Promifes of 
fianding by each other . I then unmoor'd, got under Sail, 
and brought two Boats a-bead to row me clofe to the Green- 
wich ; but he being open to a Galley and a Breeze, 
made the be ft of his Way from me which an Offender in 
our Company, of 21 Guns, feeing, did the fame, though 
the Captain had promifed heartily to engage with us, and 
I believe would have been as good as his Word , if Capt • 
Kirby had kept his . About half an Hour after Twelve, 1 
called feveral times to the Greenwich to bear down to our 
AJpftance, and find Shot at hi?n, but to no Purpofe . For tho 7 
we did not doubt but he would join us, becaufe when he got 
about a League from us, he brought his Ship to, and loo Ed 
on, yet both he and the Offender bafely deferted us, and 
left us engaged with barbarous and inhuman Enemies , with 
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their black and bloody Flags hanging over us, without the 
leaft Appearance of efc aping being cut to Pieces . But God , 
in his good Providence , determin’d otherwife , for not with - 
flandlng their. Superiority, we engaged em both about three 
Hours , during which, the bggeft received fome Shot betwixt 
Wind and Water, which made her keep off a little to fop 
her Leaks . Hoe other endeavoured all fhe could to board 
us, by rowing with her Oars, being within half a Ship’s 
Length of us above an Hour } but by good Fortune we foot 
all her Oars to Pieces, which prevented them , and by con - 
Je queries faved our Lives . 

About Four o 3 Clock, moFt of the Officers' and Aden 
pofied on the Ouarter-Deck being killed and wounded,., the 
large i? Ship making up to us with all Diligence, being frill 
within a Cable's Length of us, often giving us a Broadfrde, 
and no hopes of Capt . Kirby 5 .* coming to our Affiiftance, we 
endeavoured to run affioar and tho ’ we drew four Foot Wa- 
ter more than the Pyrate, it pleafed God that he fluckfafl 
on a higher Ground than we happily fell in with j fo was 
difappointed a fecof/d time from boarding us . Here we 
had a more violent Engagement than before . All my Of- 
ficers, and mofr of my Men, behaved wi th, unexpected Cou- 
rage * and as we had a confiderahle Advantage by having a 
Broadfrde to his Bow, we did him great Damage, fo that 
had Capt . Kirby come in then , 1 believe we frould have 
taken both, for we had one of them fure \ but the other Py- 
rate ( who was (HU filing at us) feeing the Greenwich did 
not offer to affiill us, he fupplled his Co fort with three 
Boats full of frefn Men . About Five in the Evening the 
Greenwich flood dear away to Sea, leaving us ftruggling 
hard for Life in the very Jaws of Death \ which the other 
Pyrate, that was afloat, fleeing, got a-warp out, and was 
hauling under cur Stern by which time many of my Men 
being killed and wounded, and no Hopes left us from being 
all murdered by enraged ha/barous Conquerors , I order’d ail 
that could, to get into the Long-Boat under the Cover o f the 
$moak of our Guns fo that with what fome did in Boats , 
%nd, others by fwimming, mofr of us that were able got a-. 
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fijoar by Seven o ’ Clock . Py rates came aboard , 

cat of wounded Men to Pieces . /, with a 

few of my People^ made what hafte I could to the King’s- 
Town^ twenty five Miles from us , where I arrived next 
Day, almofb dead with Fatigue and Lofs of Blood ^having 
been forely wounded in the Head by a Musket Ball . 

At this Town I heard, that the Py rates had offered ten 
thoufand Dollars to the Country People to bring me in , which 
many of them would have accepted , only they knew the 
King and all his chief People were in my Inter elk .- , Mean 
time , I can fed a Report to be fpread , that I was dead of my 
Wounds , which much abated, their Fury. About ten Days 
after , being pretty well recovered y and hoping the Malice 
of our Etiemies was nigh over y I began to confider . the difr 
mal Condition we were induced to y being in a Place where 
we bad no Hopes of getting a Paffage home , all of us in a 
manner naked , not having had Time to get another Shirty 
or a Pair of .Shoes. 

Having obtained Leave to go on Board the Pyrates y and 
a Promife of Safety % fever al of the Chief of them knew me y 
and fome of them had failed with me y which I found of 
great Advantage 3 becaufe y notwithstanding their Promife , 
fome of them would have cut me y and all that would not 
enter with them y to Pieces y had it net been for the chief 
Captain y Edward England, and fome others I knew. They 
talked of burning one of their Ships y which we had fo entire - 
ly difabled y as to be no farther ufeful to them y and to fit the 
Caifandra in her room 3 but in the End I managed my Tack 
fo well y that they made me a Prefent of the faid jhattered 
Ship y which was Dutch built , called the Fancy, about three 
hundred Tons y and alfo a hundred and twenty nine Bales of 
the Company ’s Cloth y tho ? they would not giveme a Rag . 
of my Cloathes. 

They failed the 3 d 0/ September • and with Jury-Mafls y 
and fuch old Sails as they left me y I made Jin ft to do the 
like on the 8 th y together with forty three of my Ship's 
Crew y including two Pajfengers and twelve S)ldiers y having 
bv ? t five Tens of Water aboard 3 and after a Paffage of 
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forty eight Days , I arrived here October 26, almoft naked 
and fiarv’d, having been reduced to a Pint of Water a Day , 
and almoft in defpair of ever feeing Land, byReafon of the 
Calms we met with between the Co aft of Arabia and Mala- 
bar. We had in all thirteen Men killed and twenty 

four wounded 9 and we were told , that we had deftroyed 
about ninety or a hundred of the Pyrates. When they left 
us, they were about three hundred Whites and eighty Blacks 
in botb Ships . I am pcrfuaded, had our Confort the Green- 
wich done his Duty, we had defiroyed both of them, and 
got two hundred thoufand Pounds for our Owners and 
f elves 9 whereas to his deferting us, the Lofs of the Caffan- 
dra may jufily be imputed. I have delivered all the Bales 
that were given me into the Company's Warehoufe, for which 
the Governor and Council have * ordered me a Reward . 
Our Governor, Mr. Boon, who is extreme kind and civil 
to me, has ordered me home with this Pacquet 9 but Captain 
Harvey, who had a prior Promife, being come in with the 
Fleet, goes in my room. The Governor hath promised me a 
Country Voyage, to help make me up my Lojfes , and would 
have me Jiay to go home with him next Tear. 

Captain Mackra certainly run a great Hazard, 
in going aboard the Pyrate, and began quickly 
to repent his Credulity 9 for though they had pro- 
mifed, that no Injury fhould be done to his Per- 
fon, he found their Words were not to be truft- 
ed * and it may be fuppofed, that nothing but the 
defperate Circumftahces Captain Mackra imagined 
himfelf to be in, could have prevailed upon him 
to fling himfelf and Company into their Hands, 
perhaps not , knowing how firmly the Natives of 
that lftand were attach’d to the Englijh Nation 9 
for about 20 Years ago, Captain Cornwall, Comma- 
dore of an Englijh Squadron, affifted them againft 
another Ifland called Mohilla, for which they have 
ever fince communicated all the grateful Offices 
in their Power, infomuch that it became a Pro- 
verb, 
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.verb, That an Englilhman, and a Juanna Man were 
all one • 

England was inclined to favour Captain Mach 
but he was fo tree to let him know, that hisln- 
tereft was declining amongft them ^ and that the 
Pyrates were fo provoled at the Retiftance he 
made againft them, that he was afraid he fhould 
hardly be able to protett him •, he therefore advi- 
led him to footh up and manage the Temper of 
Captain Taylor, a Fellow of a moft barbarous Na- 
ture, who was become a great Favourite amongft 
them for no other Reafon than becaufe he was a 
greater Brute than the reft. Mackra did what he 
could to foften this Beaft, and ply’d him with warm 
Punch ; notwithstanding which, they were in a Tu- 
mult whether they lhould make an End of him, or 
no, when an Accident happen’d which turn’d to 
the Favour of the poor Captain •, a Fellow with a 
terrible pair of Whiskers, and a wooden Leg, be- 
ing ftuck round with Piftols, like the Man in the 
Almanack with Darts, comes fwearing and vapou- 
ring upon the Quarter-Deck, and asks, in a dam- 
ning Manner, which was Captain Mach a : The Cap- 
tain expected no lefs than that this Fellow would 

be his Executioner \ r but when he came near 

him, he took him by the Hand, fwearing. Damn 
him he was glad to fee him ; and few me the Man, lays he, 
that offers to hurt Captain Mackra, for fll fiand by him ; 
and fo with many Oaths told him, he was an honefi 
Fellow , and that he had formerly fail'd with him. 

This put an End to the Difpute, and Captain 
Taylor was fo mellow’d with the Punch, that he 
contented that the old Pyrate Ship, and fo many 
Bales of Cioth lhould be given to Captain Mackra , 
and fo he fell alleep. England advifed Captain 
Mackra to get off with all Expedition, leaft when 
the Beaft lhould awake, he might repent his Genero- 
fity : Which Advice was followed by the Captain. 

Captain 
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Captain England having tided fo much to Captain 
Mackra's Intereft, was a Means of making him 
many Enemies among the ' Crew • they thinking 
fuch good Ufage inconfiftent with their Polity, be>- 
caufe it looked like procuring Favour at the Ag- 
gravation of their Crimes yv therefore upon Ima- 
gination , or Report, that Captain Mach a was fitting 
out againft them, with the Company’s Force, he 
was foo n abdicated or pulled out of his Government, 
and maroolied with three more on the llland of 
Mauritius.,-. An -llland indeed, not to be complained 
of, had they accumulated any Wealth by their 
Yillanies that would have afforded fome future com- 
fortable P-rofpeft, for it abounds with Filh, Deer, 
Flogs and other Flelh. Sir Thomas Herbert , fays, the 
Shores with Coral and Ambergreaie but I believe 
the Dutch had not deferred it, had there been 
much of.thefe Commodities to have been found. 
It was in 1722, refettled by the French , who have 
a Fort at another neighbouring llland, called Don 
Mafcarine, and .are touched at for Water, Wood, 
and Refreihments, by French Ships bound to, or 
for India \ as St. Helena and Cape Bon Efperance, are 
by us and the Dutch. From this Place, Captain 
England and his Companions having made a little 
Boat of Staves and old Pieces of Deal left, there, 
went over to' Afadagafcar , where they * fubfift at 
prefenton the Charity of fo.me of their Brethren, 
who had made better Provifion for themfelves, than 
they had - done. • 

The Py rates detained fbme Officers and Men be- 
longing to Captain Macha y and having repaired 
the Damages received in their Rigging, they failed 
for India. The Day before they made Land, faw 
two Ships to the Eaftward, who at firft Sight, they 
took to be Englifn, and ordered one of the Prifo- 
ners, who had been an Officer with Captain Macha , 
to tell them the private Signals between the Com- 

pany’s 
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pany’s Ships, the Captain fwearing he would cut 
him in pound Pieces, if he did not do it immediate- 
ly • but unable, was forced to bear their Scurility, 
till they came up with them, and found they were 
two Moor Ships from Mufcat , with Horles •, they 
brought the Captain of them, and Merchants, on 
Board, torturing them, and rifling the Ships, 
in order to difcover Riches, as believing they 
came from Mocha but being baulked in their Ex- 
pectation, and next Morning feeing Land, and at 
the lame Time a Fleet in Shore plying to Wind- 
ward, they were puzzled how to dilpofe of them 3 
to let them go, waste, difcover and ruin the Voyage, 
and it was cruel to fink the Men and Horfes with 
the Ships, (as many of them were inclined to,) there^ 
fore, as a Medium, they brought them to an 
Anchor, threw all their Sails over-board, and cut 
one of the Ships Mails half through. 

While they lay at an Anchor, and were all the 
next Day employed in taking out Water, one of 
the aforementioned Fleet bore towards them with 
Englijh Colours, anfwered with a red Enfign from 
the Pyrates, but did not Ipeak with one another. 
At Night they left the Mufcatt Ships, weighed 
with the Sea Wind, and flood to the Northward 
after this Fleet : About four next Morning, juft 
as they were getting under fail, with the Land 
Wind, the Pyrates came amongft them, made.no 
ftop,‘ but fired their great and fmall Guns very 
briskly, till they got through •, and as Day-Light 
cleared, were in a great Confternation in their 
Minds, having all along taken them for Angriaz 
Fleet ^ what to do was the Point, whether run or 
purfue ? They were fenflble of their Inferiority of 
Strength, having no more than 300 Men in both 
Ships, and 40 of them Negroes •, befldes, the VI- 
ttory had then four Pumps at Work, and muft in- 
evitably been loft before, had it not been for lome 

Hand- 


126 Of Capt. England . 

Hand-Pumps, and feveral pair of Standards brought 
out of the Cajfandra , to relieve and ftrengthen her $ 
but obferving the Indifferency of the Fleet, chofe 
rather to chafe than run • and thought the beft 
Way to fave themfelves, was to play at Bullbeggar 
with the Enemy : So they came up with the Sea 
Wind, about Gun-Shot to Leeward, the great Ships 
of the Fleet a-head, and fome others a-ftern j 
which latter they took for Fire-Veffels : And thefe 
a-head gaining from them by cutting away their 
Boats, they could do nothing more than conti- 
nue their Courfe all Night, which they did, and 
found them next Morning out of Sight, excepting 
a Ketch and fome few Gallivats, ( /mail fort of 
Vcffels fame thing like the Feluccas of the Mediterranean^ 
and hoifis, like them, triangular Sails.') They bore down, 
which the Ketch perceiving, tranfported her Peo- 
ple on Board a Gallivat, and fet fire to her ; the 
other proved too nimble and made off. The fame 
Day they chafed another Gallivat and took her^ 
being come from Gogo, bound for Callicut with 
Cotton. Of thefe Men they enquired concerning 
the Fleet, fuppofmg they muff have been in it ; 
and altho’ they protefted they had not feen a Ship 
or Boat fince they left Gogo, and pleaded very ear- 
neftly for Favour •, yet they threw all their Cargo 
over-board, and fquezed their Joints in a Vice, to 
extort Confeffion : But they entirely ignorant of 
who or what this Fleet fhould be, were obliged not 
only to fuftain this Torment, but next Day a freih 
eafterly Wind having fplit the Gallivats- Sails, 
they put her Company into the Boat, with nothing 
but a Tryfail, no Provifions, and only four Gallons 
of Water, (half of it Salt,) and then out of Sight 
of Land, to fhift for themlelves. 

For the better elucidating of this Story, it may 
be convenient to inform the Reader, who Angria 
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is, and what the Fleet were, that had lo fcurvily 
behaved themfelves. 

Angria is a famous Indian Pyrate, of confide rable 
Strength and Territories, that gives continual Di- 
fturbance to the European (and efpecially the Englifh) 
Trade : His chief Hold is Callaba , not many Leagues 
from Bombay , and has one Ifland in Sight of that 
Port, whereby he gains frequent Opportunities of 
annoying the Company. It would not be fo infu- 
perable a Difficulty to fupprefs him, if the Shallow- 
nefs of the Water did not prevent Ships of War 
coming nigh : And a better Art he has, of bribing 
the Mogul’s Minifters for Protection, when he finds 
an Enemy too powerful. 

In the Year 1720, the Bombay Fleet confifting of 
four Grabbs , ( Ships built in India by the Company, and 
have three Mafts, a Trow like a Row-Galley , in fie ad of 
a Bolt [frit , about 150 Tons are officered and armed 
like a Man of War, for Defence and Protection of the 
Trade,) the London, Chandois, and two other Ships 
with Gallivats, who befides their proper Compli- 
ments, carried down 1000 Men to bombard and bat- 
ter Gayra, a Fort belonging to Angria, on the Ma- 
labar Coaft, which they having performed ineffectu- 
ally, were returning to Bombay , and, tomake amends, 
fell in with the Pyrates, to the Purpofe has been 
already related. Captain Vpton, Commadore of 
that Fleet, prudently objecting to Mr. Brown, (who 
went General,) That the Ships were not to be ha- 
zarded, fince they failed without their Governor 
Boon’s Orders to engage \ and befides, that they 
did not come out with fuch a Defign. This favou- 
rable Opportunity of deftroying the Pyrates, an- 
gered the Governor, and he transferred the Com- 
mand of the Fleet to Captain Mackra, who had 
Orders immediately to purfue and engage, where 
ever he met them. 


The 
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The Vice-Roy of Goa , affifted by the Englijh 
Company’s Fleet from Bombay , did attempt the 
Reduction of Callaba , his principal Place, landed 8 or 
10000 Men the next Year, the Englljh Squadron of 
Meiiof War being then in thofe Seas*, but having 
viewed the Fortification well, and expended fome 
of their Army by Sicknefs and the Fatigues of a 
Camp, carefully withdrew again. 

I return to the Pyrates, who, after they had 
lent away the Gallivats People, refolved to cruife 
to the Southward *, and the next Day, between Goa 
ana Carwar , heard feveral Guns, which brought 
them to an Anchor, and they lent their Boat on 
the Scent, who returned about two in the Morn- 
ing, and brought Word of two Grabs lying at 
Anchor in the Road. They weighed and ran to- 
wards the Bay, till Day-Light gave the Grabs 
Sight of them, and was but juft Time enough to 
get under Jndia Diva Caftle, out of their reach - 7 
this difpleafed the Pyrates the more, in that they 
wanted Water ^ and iome were for making a Des- 
cent that Night and taking the Ifland, but it not being 
approved of by the Majority, they proceeded to 
the Southward, and took next in their Way, a 
fmall Ship out of Onnore Road, with only a Dutch 
Man and two Tortuguefe on Board. They fent one of 
thefe on Shore to the Captain, to acquaint him, 
if he would fupply them with fome Water, and 
frelh Provifions, helhould have his Ship again ; and 
the Mafter returned for anfwer, by his Mate Frank 
Harmlefs , that if they would deliver him PolfeJlion 
over the Bar, he would comply with their Requeft; 
the Propofal the Mate thought was collufive, and 
they rather jump’d into Harmlef s Opinion, (who 
very honeftly entered with them,) and refolved to 
leek Water at the Laccadeva Ulands ; lb having fent 
the other Perfons on Shore, with threats, that he 
ftiould be the laft Man they would give Quarter 
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too, (byReafonof this uncivil Ufage^) they put 
direCtly for the Iflands, and arrived there in three 
Days : Where being informed by a Menchew they 
took (with the Governor of Canwars Pafs,) of there 
being no Anchor-Ground among them, and Melin- 
da being the next convenient Ifland, they fent their 
Boats on Shore, to fee if there was any Water, and 
whether it was inhabited or not-, who returned 
with an Anfwer to their Satisfaction, viz., that there 
was abundance of good Water, and many Houles, 
but deferted by the Men, who had fled to the 
neighbouring Iflands on the Approach of Ships, 
and left only the Women and Children to guard 
one another. The Women they forced in a Bar- 
barous Manner to their Lulls, and to requite them, 
deftroyed their Cocoa Trees, and fired leveral of 
their Houfes and Churches . (I luppole built by the 
Vortuguefe , who formerly ufed there, in their Voy- 
ages to India.') 

While they were at this Ifland, they loft three 
or four Anchors, by the Rocky nefs of the Ground, 
Frelhnefs of Winds, and at laid were forced thence 
by a harder Gale than ordinary, leaving 70 People, 
Blacks and W 7 hites, and moft of their Water Casks: 
In ten Days they regained the Ifland again, filled 
their Water, and took the People on Board. 

Provilions were very icarce, and they now re- 
lieved to vilit their good Friends the Dutch, at Co- 
chin, who, if you will believe thefe Rogues, never 
fail of fupplying Gentlemen of their Profeflion. 
After three Days fail, they arrived off Tellechery , 
and took a fmall Veffel belonging to Governor 
Adams, John Tawkc Mafter, whom they brought on 
Board- very drunk, and he giving an Account of 
Captain Macho’s fitting out, put them in a Tem- 
peft of Paflion ; A Villain , fay they, that tve have 
treated Jo civilly, as to give him a Ship and other Prefents, 
and now to be armed againft us, he ought to be hanged , 

I and 


130 Of Capt. England. 

and price we cannot {how our Refentment on him , let ns 
hang the Dogs his People, who wijh him well , and would 
do the fame , if clear. If it he in my Power , fays the 
Quarter-Mafter, both Mafters and Officers of Ships Jhall 
he carried with us for the future , only to plague them. 

• d n England. 

Thence they proceeded to Calicut , where they en- 
deavoured to take a large Moor Ship out of the Road, 
hut was prevented by fome Guns mounted on 
Shore, and difcharged at them : Mr. Lafwby , who 
was one of Captain Macho’?, Officers, and. detained, 
was under the Deck at this Time, and command- 
ed both by the Captain and QuarterMafter of the 
Pyrates, to tend the Braces on the Booms, in hopes, 
it was believed, a Shot would take him before they 
got clear, asking the Reafon why he was not there 
before? And when he would have excufed himfelf, 
threat’ned on the like Neglect to fhoot him; at 
which the other beginning to expoftulate farther, 
and claim their Promife of putting him afhore, 
got an unmerciful beating from the Quarter-Mafter. 
Captain Taylor, who was now Succelfor to England , 
and whofe Priviledge it was to do fo, being lame of 
his Hands, and unable. 

The next Day in their PalTage down, came up 
with a Dutch Galliot, bound for Calicut with Lime 
Stone, and aboard of her they put Captain Tawke, 
and fent him away, and feveral of the People inter- 
ceeded for Lafinhy in vain, For, fays Taylor and his 
Party, if we let this Dog go, who has heard our Defgns 
and Refolutions, we overfet all our well advifcd Projections, 
and particularly this Supply we are now feekingfor, at the 
Hands of the Dutch. 

It was butene Day more before they arrived off 
Cochin, where, by a Fiffiing-Canoe, they fent a Let- 
ter on Shore ; and in the Afternoon, with the Sea- 
breeze, ran into the Road and anchored, faluting 
the Fort with 1 1 Guns each Ship, and received the 

Return 


Of Capt. England . 131 

Return, in an equal Number j a good Omen of the 
ivelcome Reception they found \ for at Night there 
came on Board a large Boat, deeply laden with 
frelh Provifions and Liquors, and with it a Servant 
(of a favourite Inhabitant) called John Trumpet : He 
told them they muff immediately weigh, and run 
farther to the Southward, where they fhould be 
fupplied with all Things they wanted, naval Stores 
or Provifions. 

They had not been long at Anchor again, before 
they had ieveral Canoes on Board with both black 
and white Inhabitants, who continued, without In- 
terruption, all good Offices, during the'r Stay ; 
particularly John Trumpet brought a large Boat of 
Arrack, than which, nothing could be more plea- 
fing (about 90 Legers,) as aifo do Bales of Sugar ; 
an Offering, ics prefumed, from the Governor and 
his Daughter, who, in Return, had a fine Table- 
Clock lent him, (the Plunder of Captain Mackras 
Ship,) and fine a large Gold Watch, Earnefis of the 
Pay they defigr.c d to make. 

When they hid all on Board, they paid Mr. 
Trumpet to his Satisfaction, it was computed, 6 or 
7000 /. gave him three Cheers, 1 1 Guns each Ship, 
and throw’d Ducatoons into his Boat by hand- 
fuls, for the Boat-Men to fcrambie for. 

That Night being little Wind, did not Weigh, 
and Trumpet , in the Morning, waked them to the 
Sight of more Arrack, Chefts of Piece-Goods, and 
ready made Clothes, bringing the Fifed Of the 
Place alio with him. At Neon, while thole were 
on Board, law a Sail to the Southward, which they 
weighed, and chaced after j but Ihe having a good 
Offing, got to the Northward of them, and an- 
chored a fmall Diftance from Cochin Fort j the afore- 
mentioned Gentlemen alluring them, that they 
would not be molefted in taking her from under 
the Caftle, follicited before hand for the buying her, 

1 2 and 


132 OfCapt. England . 

and advifed them to ftand in, which they did bold- 
ly, to board her •, but when they came within a 
Cable’s length or two of the Chace, now near Shore, 
the Fort fired two fmall Guns, whole Shot falling 
nigh their Muzzels, they inftantly bore out of the 
Road, made an eafy Sail to the Southward, and an,- 
chored at Night in their former Birth, where John 
Trumpet, to engage their Stay a little longer, in- 
formed them, that in a few Days a very rich Ship 
was to pafs by, commanded by the General of Bom- 
bay’s Brother. 

This Governor is an Emblem of foreign Power. 
What Inconvenience and Injury muft the Mailer’s 
Subjects fuftain under one who can truckle to fuch 
treacherous and bafe Means, as correfponding and 
trading with Pyrates to enrich himfelf ? Certainly 
fuch a Man will ftickle at no Injuftice to repair or 
make a Fortune. He has the Argumentum bacillum 
always in his own Hands, and can convince, when 
he pleafes, in half the Time of other Arguments, 
that Fraud and Opprefiion is Law. That he im- 
ploys [nftruments in fuch dirty Work, exprelfes 
the Guilt and Shame, but no way mitigates the 
Crime. John Trumpet was the Tool ; but, as the Dog 
Laid in the Fable, on another Occalion, IVhat is 
done by the Mafier’s Orders, is the Maker's Actions. 

I cannot but reflect, on this Occalion, what a vile 
Government Sancho Fancho had of it he had not on- 
ly fuch Perquiptes refcinded, but was really almoflr 
•ftaiwed •, the Victuals taken from him almoft every 
Day, and only under a Pretence of preferving his 
Excellency’s Health : But Governments differ. 

From Cochin fome were for proceeding to Mada- 
gafcar dire&ly •, others thought it proper to cruize 
till they got a Store-Ship, and thele being the Ma- 
jority, they ply’d to the Southward, and after fome 
Days law a Ship in Shore, which being to Wind- 
ward of them, they could not get nigh, till the 

Sea 


Of Capt. England. 133 

Sea Wind, and Night, favouring, they feparated, 
one to the Northward, the other to the Southward, 
thinking to enclofe her between : But to their 
Aftonifhment, and contrary to Expe&ation, when 
Day broke, inftead of the Chace, found themfelves 
very near five Sail of tall Ships, who immediately 
making a Signal for the Pyrates to bear down, put 
them in the utmoft Confufion, particularly Taylor's 
Ship, becaufe their Confort was at a Diftance from 
them, (at leaft three Leagues to the Southward) 
they flood to one another, and joined, and then to- 
gether made the beft of their Way from the Fleet, 
whom they judged to be commanded by Captain 
Mackra-, of whole Courage having Experience, 
they were glad to fhun any farther Tafte of. 

In three Hours Chace, none of the Fleet gaining 
upon them, excepting one Grab, their deje&ed 
Countenances cleared up again, the more, in that 
a Calm fucceeded for the Remainder of that Day ; 
and in the Night, with the Land Wind, they ran 
direftly off Shore, and found next Day, to their 
great Conlolation, that they had loff Sight of all 
the Fleet. 

This Danger elcaped, they propoled to fpend 
Chriftmas (the Chriftmas of 1720) in Carowzing 
and Forgetfulnefs, and kept it for three Days in a 
wanton and riotous Way, not only eating, but 
wafting their frefli Provifions in fo wretched and 
inconfiderable a Manner, that when they had 
agreed after this to proceed to Mauritius , they were 
in that Paffage at an Allowance of a Bottle of Wa- 
ter per Diem , and not above two Pounds of Beef^ 
and a lmall Quantity of Rice, for ten Men for a 
Day ^ fo that had it not been for the leaky Ship, 
(which once they were about to have quitted, and 
had done, but for a Quantity of Arrack and Sugar 
She had on Board,) they muft moft of them have 
perilhed. 

I 3 In 
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In this Condition they arrived at the Jfland 
of Mauritius, about the Middle of February , fheath- 
ed and refitted the Viftoty , and on the s th ot April 
failed again, leaving this terrible Infcription on 
one of the Walls. Left this Place the 5 th of April, 
to go to Madagalcar for Limes , and this, leaft (like 
Lawyers and Men of Bufinefs) any Vifits fhould be 
paid in their Abfence : However, they did not fail 
direftiy for Madagafcar , but the Ifland Mafcarine , 
and luckily as Rogues could wifh, they found at 
their Arrival on the 8th, a Portuguefe Ship at An- 
chor, of 70 Guns, but moft of them thrown over- 
board, her Mafts loft, and fo much difabled by a 
violent Storm they had met with in the Latitude 
of 13° South, thatfhe became a Prize to the Py- 
rates, with very little or no Refiftance, and a glo- 
rious one indeed, having the Conde de Ericeira, Viceroy 
of Goa, who made that fruitlefs Expedition againft 
4ngria, the Indian, and feveral other Paftengers on 
Board ■, whb, as they could not be ignorant of the 
Treafure fhe had in, did affert, that in the Angle 
Article of Diamonds, there was to the Value of 
between three and four Millions of Dollars. 

The Vice-Roy, who came on Board that Morn- 
ing, in Expeffation of the Ships being Englifh, was 
made a Prifoner, and obliged to ranfome •, but in 
Confideration of his great Lofs, (the Prize being 
Part his own,) they agreed after fome Demurring^, 
to accept of 2000 Dollars, and fet him and the 
other" Fri (oners afhore, with Promifes to leave a 
Ship that they might Tranfport themfelves, becaufe 
the Ifland was not thought in a Condition to maintain 
fo great' a Number • ' and tho’ they had learned 
from them, the Account of an Oftender being to 
Leeward of the Ifland, which they took on that 
Information, (being formerly the Greyhound Galley 
of London, ) and could conveniently have comply’d 
'with 'fo ieufbnabig a Requeft •, yet they lent the 
‘‘ ’ 11 ‘ ‘ 1 <‘ ' ' ' ' 0 fender 
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Oftender with fome of their People to Madagafcar, 
with News of their Succefs, and to prepare Marts 
for the Prize ^ and followed themfelves loon after, 
without regard to the Sufferers, carrying zoo Mo- 
zambique Negroes with them in the Fortuguefe Ship. 

JWadagafcar is an Ifland larger than G%$at- Britain , 
moil of it within the Tropick of Capricorn, and lays 
Eaft from the Eartern Side of Africa : It abounds 
with Provifions of all Sorts, Oxen, Goats, Sheep, 
Poultry, Fifh, Citrons, Oranges, Tamarinds, Dates, 
Coco-Nuts, Bananas, Wax, Honey, Rice •, or in 
fhort, Cotton, Indigo, or any other Thing they 
will take Pains to plant, and have Underftanding 
to manage : They have likewile Ebony, ahard Wood 
like Brafil, of which they make their Lances •, and 
Gum of feveral Sorts, Benzin, Dragon’s Blood, 
Aloes, &c. What is moil incommodious, are the 
numerous Swarms of Locufts on the Land, and 
Crocodiles or Alligators in their Rivers. Hither, 
in St. Auguftin’ s Bay, the Ships lometimes touch 
for Water, when they take the inner PalTage for 
India, and do not defign to flop at Johanna •, and we 
may obferve from the lixth general Voyage fet 
forth by the Eaft- India Company, in Confirmation 
of what is hereafter faid in Relation to Currents 
in general •, that this inner Paffage or Channel, 
has its Northern and Southern Currents ftron- 
geft where the Channel is narroweft, and is lefs, 
and varies on different Points of the Compafs, as 
the Sea comes to fpread again, in the Paffage crofs 
the Line. 

Since the Difcovery of this Ifland by the Fortu - 
guefe, A. D. i %o6, the Europeans , and particularly 
Py rates, have increafed a dark Mulatto Race there, 
tho’ ftill few in Comparifon. with the Natives, 
who are Negroes, with curled fhort Hair, Aftive, 
and formerly reprefented malicious and revenge- 
ful, now traftable and communicable, perhaps ow- 

I 4 ing 
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ing to the Favours and Generofity in Cloathing 
and Liquors, they from Time to Time have re- 
ceived from thefe Fellows, who live in all poffible 
Friendfhip, and can, any fingle Man of them, com- 
mand a Guard of 2 or 300 at a Minute’s warning : 
This is farther the Native’s Intereft, to cultivate 
with them, becaufe the Iiland being divided into 
petty Governments and Commands, the Pyrates, 
fettled here, who are now a confiderableNumber,and 
have little Caftles of their own, can preponderate 
ivhere-ever they think fit to fide. 

When Taylor came with the Portuguefe Prize here, 
they found the Oftender had played their Men a 
Trick, for they took Advantage of their Drink, 
rife upon them, and (as they heard afterwards) 
carried the Ship to Mozambique, whence the Gover- 
nor ordered her for Goa. 

Here the Pyrates came, cleaned the Cajfandra , 
and divided their Plunder, fharing 42 fmall Dia- 
monds a Man, or in lefs Proportion according to 
their Magnitude. An ignorant, or a merry Fellow, 
who had only one in this Divifion, as being judged 
equal in Value to 42 fmall, muttered very much 
at the Lot, and went and broke it in a Morter, 
fwearing afterwards, he had a better Share than 
any of them, for he had beat it, he faid, into 
43 Sparks. 

Thofe who were not for running the Hazard of 
their Necks, with 42 Diamonds, befides other 
Treafure, in their Pockets, knocked off, and flay’d 
with their old Acquaintance at Madagafcar , on 
mutual Agreements, the longer Livers to take all. 
The Refidue having therefore no Occafio.i for 
two Ships, the NiElory being leaky, fhe was burnt, 
the Men (as many as would) coming into the Caf- 
fatidra, under the Command of Taylor , who we 
jnuft leave a Time, projecting either for Cochin , to 
difpofe-of their Diamonds among their old Friends 
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the Dutch , or elfe for the Rid or China Seas, to 
avoid the Men of War, that continually clamou- 
red in their Ears, a Kcife of Danger, and give 
the little Account we are able, of that Squadron, 
who arrived in India, early in the Year 1721. 

At Cape Good Hope, in June, the Commadore met 
with a Letter, which was left for him by the Go- 
vernor of Madras, to whom it was wrote by the Go- 
vernor of Pandicherry, a French Factory, on the Coro- 
mondel Coaft, fignifying, the Pyrates at the Writing 
of it, were then ftrong in the Indian Seas, having 1 1 
Sail and 1 500 Men, but that many of them went 
away about that Time, for the Coaft of Brazil and 
Guinea •, others fettled and fortified themfelves at 
Madagafcar , Mauritius , Johanna and Mohilla : And 
that others under Conden, in a Ship called the Dra- 
gon, took a large Moor’s Vellel, coming from Iud- 
da and Macho, with thirteen Lackies of Rupees on 
Board, ( i. e. 1 300000 half Crowns,,) who having 
divided the Plunder, burnt their Ship and Prize, 
and fat down quietly with their other Friends at 
Madagafcar. 

The Account contain’d feveral other Things 

which we have before related. Commadore 

Matthews , upon receiving this Intelligence, and be- 
ing fond of the Service he came out for, haflened 
to thofe Iflands, as the moft hopeful Places of 
Succefs} at St.- Mary’s would have engaged England 
with Promifes of Favour, if he would commu- 
nicate what he knew, concerning the Caffandra , 
and the reft of the Pyrates, and afiift in the Pilo- 
tage •, but England was wary, and thought this 
was to furrender at Difcretion, fo they took up the 
Judda Ship’s Guns that was burnt, and the Men 
of War difperfed themfelves on fhveral Voyages 
and Cruifes afterwards, as was thought likelieft 
to fucceed, tho’ to no Purpofe : Then the Squa- 
dron 
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dron went down to Bombay , were laluted by the 
Fort, and came home. 

The Pyrates, I mean thofe of the Caffandra, now 
Captain Taylor, fitted the Portugucfe Man of War, 
and refblved upon another Voyage to the Indies , 
notwithstanding the Riches they had heaped up ; 
but as they were preparing to fail, they heard of 
the four Men of War coming after them to thofe 
Seas, therefore they altered their Minds, fail’d for 
the Main of Africa, and put in at a little Place 
called Delagoa, near the River de Spiritu SanFto, on 
the Coaft of Monomotapa, in 26° South Latitude. 
They believed this to be a Place of Security, in 
regard that the Squadron could not poflibly get 
Intelligence^ of them, there being no Correfpon- 
dence ove'r Land, nor any Trade carried on by 
Sea, between that and the Cape, where the Men 
of War were then fuppofed to be. The Pyrates 
came to in the Evening, and were furprized with a 
few Shot from the Shore, not knowing of any 
Fortification or European Settlement in that Part of 
the World lo they anchored at a Diftance that 
Flight, and perceiving, in the Morning, a fmall 
Fort of fix Guns, they run up to it, and bat- 
tered it down. 

This Fort was built and fettled by the Dutch 
Eafi-India Company, a few, Months before, for 
what Pnrpofe, I know not, and having left 150 
Men upon the Place, they were then dwindled to a 
third Part by Sicknefs and Cafualties, and never 
after received any Relief or Neceffaries •, fo that 
Sixteen of thofe that were left, upon their hum- 
ble Petition, were admitted on Board the Pyrates, 
and all the reft would have had the fame Favour 
(they faid) had they been any other than Dutch. 
1 mention this, as an Inftance of their Ingratitude, 
who had been fo much obliged to their Country- 
men for Support. 

Here 
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Here they ftaid above four Months, carreened 
both their Ships, and took their Diverfions with 
Security, till they had expended all their Provi- 
fions, and then put to Sea, leaving conftderable 
Quantities of Mullins, Chintzes, and fuch Goods 
behind, to the half ftarved Dutch Men, which en- 
abled them to make good Pennyworths to the next 
that came, to whom they bartered for Proviftons, 
at the Rate of three Farthings an English Yard. ' 

They left Delagoa the latter End- of December 
1722, but not agreeing where, or how to proceed, 
they concluded to part, fo thole who were for con- 
tinuing that fort of Life, went on Board the Portu- 
guefe Prize, and fleered for Madagascar to their 
Friends, with whom I hear they are now fettled; 
and the reft took the Caffandra and failed for the 
Spam ft Weft -Indies. The Mermaid Man of War hap- 
pening then to be down on the Main with a Convoy, 
about 30 Leagues from thefo Pyrates, would have 
gone and attacked them ; but on a Confultation 
of the Mailers, whofe Safety he was particularly 
to regard, they agreed their own Protection was of 
more Service than deftroying the Pyrate, and fo 
the Commander was unwillingly withheld. He dil- 
patched a Sloop to Jamaica, with the News, which 
brought down the Lance (ion, only a Day, or two, too 
late, they having juft before he came, furrendered 
with all their Riches, to the Governor of Porto 
Bello. 

Here they fate down to fpend the Fruits of their 
dilhoneft Induliry, dividing the Spoil and Plunder 
of Nations among themfolves, without the lead 
Remorfe or CompunClion, fatisfying their Confoi- 
ence with this Salvo, that other People would 
have dose as much, had they the like Opportu- 
nitiess. 1 can’t fay, but that if they had known 
what was doing in England, at (he fame Time by 
the South-Sea Dire&ors, and their Direflors, they 

' ' ’ would 
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would certainly have had this Reflection for their 
Confolation, viz.. That what ever Robberies they had 
committed , they might be pretty Jure they were not the 
greatejl Villains then living in the World. 

It is a difficult Matter to make a Computation 
of the Mifchief that was done by this Crew, in 
about five Years Time, which is much more than 
the Plunder they gained, for they often funk or 
burnt the Veflel they took, as it fuited their Hu- 
mour or. Circumftances, fometimes to prevent gi- 
ving Intelligence, fometimes becaufe they did not 
leave Men to navigate them, and at other Times 
out of Wantonnefs, or becaufe they were difplea- 
fed at the Matter’s Behaviour for any of thefe, 
it was but to give the Word, and down went Ships 
and Cargoes to the Bottom of the Sea. 

Since their Surrender to the Spaniards , I am in- 
formed feveral of them have left the Place, and 
difperfed themfelves elfewhere; eight of them 
were fhipp’d about November laft, in one of the 
South-Sea Company’s Afliento Sloops, and paffed for 
Ship-wreck’d Men, came to Jamaica, and there failed 
in other Veffels •, and I know one of them that came 
to England this Spring from that Ifland. ’Tis laid 
that Captain Taylor has taken a Commiflxon in the 
Spanijh Service, and commanded the Man of War 
that lately attack’d the Englijh Log-Wood Cutters, 
in the Bay of Honduras. 
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CHAP. VI. 

O F 

Captain Charles Vane, 

And his C R E W. 

C Harles Vane was one of thole who Role away 
the Silver which the Spaniards had fifhed up 
from the Wrecks of the Galleons, in the 
Gulph of Florida , and was at Providence (as lias 
been before hinted) when Governor Rogers arrived 
there with two Men of War. 

All the Pyrates who were found at this Colony 
of Rogues, fubmitted, and received Certificates of 
their Pardon, except Captain Vane and his Crew; 
who, as loon as they law the Men of War enter, 
flipp’d their Cable, let Fire to a Prize they had in 
the Harbour, and failed out with their pyratical 
Colours flying, firing at one of the Men of War as 
they went off. 

Two Days after they went out, they met with 
a Sloop belonging to Barhadoes , which they made 
Prize of, and kept the Veffel for their own Ufe, 
putting aboard five and twenty Hands, with one 
Teats to command them. A Day or two after- 
wards they fell in with a fmall interloping Trader, 
with a Quantity of Spanijb Pieces of Eight aboard, 
bound into Providence , called the Jehti&nd Elizabeth, 

which 
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which they alfo took along with them. With thefe 
two Sloops Vane ^vent to a fmall Ifland and cleaned ; 
where they fhared their Booty, and fpent fome 
Time in a riotous Manner of Living, as is the Cu- 
flom of Pyrates. 

The latter End of May 1718, they fail’d, and 
being in want of Provifions, they beat up for the 
Windward Iflands, and met with a Spanijh Sloop 
bound from Porto Rico to the Havana, which they 
burnt, and flowed the Spaniards in a Boat, and left 
them to get to the Ifland, by the Light of their Vef- 
lel. But fleering between St. CkrifiopherS and An- 
guilla, they fell in with a Brigantine and a Sloop, 
with the Cargo they wanted •, from whom they 
got Provifions for Sea-Store. 

Sometime after this, ftanding to the Northward, 
in the Track the Old-England Ships take, in their 
Voyage to the American Colonies, they took feveral 
Ships and Veflels, which they plundered of what 
they thought fit, and let them pafs. 

The latter End of Auguji, Vane , with his Confort 
Teats , came off South-Carclina, and took a Ship be- 
longing to Ipfwich, one Coggerjhall Commander, laden 
with Logwood, which was thought convenient 
enough for their own Buflnefs, and therefore order- 
ed their Prifoners to work, and throw all the La- 
ding over-board •, but when they had more than 
half cleared the Ship, the Whim changed, and 
then they would not have her ; fo Coggerjhall had 
his Ship again, and he was fuffered to purfue 
his Voyage home. In this Cruize the Rover took 
feveral other Ships and Veflels, particularly a 
Sloop from Barhadoes, Dill Mafter • a fmall Ship 
from Antegoa , Cock Mafter a Sloop belonging to 
Curacco, Richards Mafter •, and a large Brigantine, 
Captain Thompfon, from Cuiney, with ninety odd 
Negroes aboard. The Pyrates plundered them all 
and let them go, putting the Negroes out of the 

Brigan- 
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Brigantine aboard of Teat’s Veffel, by which Means 
they came back again to the right ,<pwners. 

For Captain Have, having always treated his 
Conlort with very little Refpeft, aiTuming a Supe- 
riority over Teats and his fmall Crew* and regar- 
ding the Veffel but as a Tender to his own ; gave 
them a Difguft, who thought themfelves as good 
Pyrates, and as great Rogues as the beft of them ; 
fo they caball’d together, and refolved to take the 
firft Opportunity to leave the Company ; and accept 
of his Majefty’s Pardon, or fet up for themfelves, 
either of which they thought more honourable than 
to be Servants to the former ; and the putting 
aboard fo many Negroes, where they found fo few 
Hands to take Care of them, ftill aggravated the 
Matter, though they thought fit to conceal or ftifle 
their Refentments at that Time. 

A Day or two afterwards, the Pyrates lying off 
at Anchor, Teats in the Evening flipp’d his Cable, 
and put his Veffel under Sail, Handing into the 
Shore •, which, when Vane faw, he was highly pro- 
voked, and got his Sloop under Sail to chafe his 
Conlort, who, he plainly perceived, had a Mind to 
have no further Affairs with him : Vane’ s Brigan- 
tine failing beft, he gained Ground of Teats, and 
would certainly have come up with him, had he 
had a little longer Run for it; but juft as he got over 
the Bar, when Vane came within Gun-fhot of him, 
he fired a Broadlide at his old Friend, (which did 
him no Damage,) and fo took his Leave. 

Teats came into North Edifto River, about ten 
Leagues Southward of Charles-Town, and fent an 
Exprefs to the Governor, to know if he and his 
Comrades might have the Benefit of his Majefty’s 
Pardon, and they would furrender themfelves to 
his Mercy, with the Sloops and Negroes ; which 
being granted, they all came up and received Cer- 
tificates ; 
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tificates •, and Captain Thompfon, from whom the 
Negroes were taken, had them reftored to him, 
for theUfeof h : s Owners. 

Vane cruifed fbme Time off the Bar, in hopes to 
catch Teats at his coming out again, but therein he 
was difappointed y however, he unfortunately for 
them, took two Ships from Charles-Tovpn, bound home 
to England. It happen’d that juft at this Time two 
Sloops well mann’d and arm’d, were equipp’d to go 
after a Pyrate, which the Governor of South-Carolina 
was informed, lay then in Cape Fear River, a clean- 
ing: But Colonel Rhet, who commanded the Sloops, 
meeting with one of the Ships that Cane had plun- 
dered, going back over the Bar, for fuch Neceffa- 
ries as had been taken from her, and fhe giving the 
Colonel an Account of her being taken by the Py- 
rate Cane, and alfo, that fbme of her Men, while 
they were Prifoners on Board of him, had heard 
the Py rates fay, they fhould clean in one of the 
Rivers to the Southward y he altered his firft 
Defign, and inftead of ftanding to the Northward, 
in purfuit of the Pyrate in Cape Fear River, he 
turns to the Southward after Vane y who had order- 
ed fuch Reports to be given out, on purpofe to 
fend any Force that fhould come. after him, upon 
a wrong Scent y for in Reality he flood away to 
the Northward, fo that the Purfuit proved to be 
the contrary Way. 

Colonel RheFs fpeaking with this Ship, was the 
mod unlucky Thing that could have happened, be- 
caufe it turned him out of the Road, which in all 
Probability, would have brought him into the Com- 
pany of Vane, as well as of the Pyrate he went 
after y and fb they might have been both deftroy’dy 
whereas, by the Colonel’s going a different Way, he 
not only loft the Opportunity of meeting with 
one, but if the other had not been infatuated, to 
lye fix Weeks together at Cape Fear , he would 

have 
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have miffed of him likewife : However, the Collo- 
nel having fearched the Rivers and Inlets, as di- 
refted, for feveral Days, without Succefs, at length 
failed in Profecution of his firft Defign* and met 
with- the Pyrate accordingly, whom he fought and 
took, as has been before fpoken of, in the Hiftory of 
Major Bonnet. 

Captain Vane went into an Inlet to the North- 
ward, where he met with Captain Thatch, or Teach , 
otherwife call’d Black-beard , whom he faluted (when 
he found who he was) with his great Guns, loaded 
xvith Shot, (as is the Cuftom among Py rates when 
they meet) which are fired wide, or up into the Air : 
Black-beard anfwered the Salute in the fame Manner* 
and mutual Civilities paffed for lome Days ; when 
about the Beginning of Ottober , Vane took Leave, and 
failed further to the Northward. 

On the 23d of October, off of Long Ifland, he took 
a fmall Brigantine, bound from Jamaica to Salem 
in Neiv-England, John Shattock Matter, and a little 
Sloop ; they rifled the Brigantine, and fent her 
ftway. From hence they refolved on a Cruize be- 
tweert Cape Meife and Cape Nicholas, where they 
fpent forhe Time, without feeing or fpeaking with 
any V effel, till the latter End of November •' then they 
fell upon a Ship, which ’txvas expetted would have 
firuck as foon as their black Colours were hoitted 3 
but inftead of that, fhe difeharged a Broadfide upon 
the Pyrate, and hoitted Colours, which fhewed her 
to be a French Man of War. Vane defired to have 
nothing further to fay to her, but trimm’d his 
Sails, and flood away from the French Man \ but 
Monfieur having a Mind to be better informed who 
he was, fet all his Sails, and crowded after him. 
During this Chace, the Pyrates were divided in 
their Refolutions what to do : Vane, the Captain, 
was for making off as fa ft as he could, alledging 

K- tha 
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the Man of War was too ftrong to cope with ; but 
one John Rackam, who was an Officer, that had a 
kind of a Check upon the Captain, rofe up in De- 
fence of a contrary Opinion, faying, That tho > fite 
had more Guns, and a greater Weight of Mettal , they 
might board her , and then the left Boys would carry the 
Bay. Rackam was well feconded, and the Majority 
was for boarding •, but Fane urged, That it was too 
rafl) and defer ate an Enterprise, the Man of War ap- 
pearing to be twice their Force } and that their Brigan- 
tine might be funk by her before they could reach on board. 
The Mate, one Robert Deal , was of Fane'& Opinion, 
as were about fifteen more, and all the reft joined 
with Rackam , the Quarter-Mafter. At length the 
Captain made ufe of his Power to determine this 
Difpute, which, in thefe Cafes, is abfolute and un- 
controulable, by their own Laws, vis. in fighting , 
chafing , or being chafed •, in all other Matters whatlo- 
ever, he is governed by a Majority •, fo the Brigan- 
tine having the Heels, as they term it, of the French 
Man, Ihe came clear off. 

But the next Day, the Captain’s Behaviour was 
obliged to ftand the Teft of a Vote, and a Re- 
lolution paffed againft his Honour and Dignity, 
branding him with the Name of Coward, ' depo- 
fing him from the Command, and turning him 
out of the Company, with Marks of Infamy y 
and, with him, went all thofe who did not Vote for 
boarding the French Man of War. They had with 
them a fmall Sloop that had been taken by them 
feme Time before, which they gave to Fane , and 
the difearded Members and, that they might be 
in a Condition to provide for themfelves, by their 
own honeft Endeavours, they let them have a fuf- 
ficient Quantity 'of Provifions and Ammunition along 
with them. 
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John Raclam was voted Captain of the Brigantine, 
in Vane's Room, and proceeded towards the Canbbee 
Ijlands , where we mu ft leave him, till we have 
finifhed our Story of Charles Vane. 

The Sloop failed for the Bay of Honduras , and 
Vane and his Crew put her into as good a Condi- 
tion as they could by the Way, to follow the old 
Trade. They cruifed two or three Days off the 
North-Weft Part of 'Jamaica, and took a Sloop and 
two Pettiagas, and all the Men entered with them^ 
the Sloop they kept, and Robert Deal went Captain 
of her. 

O11 the 1 6th of December the two Sloops came 
into the Bay, where they found only one at an 
Anchor, call’d the Pearl, of Jamaica , Captain Charles 
Rowling MaPrer, who got under Sail at the Sight of 
them •, but the Pyrate Sloops coming near Rowling , 
and fhewing no Colours, he gave them a Gun or 
two •, whereupon they hoifted the black Flag, and 
fired three Guns each, at the Pearl fhe fttuck, and 
the Pyrates took Poffeflion, and carried her away 
to a fmall Ifland called Barnach, and there they 
cleaned, meeting in the Way with a Sloop from 
Jamaica, Captain Wallden Commander, going down 
to the Bay, which they alfb made Prize of. 

In February, Vane failed from Barnach, in Order* 
for a Cruize \ but fome Days after he was out, a 
violent Turnado overtook him, which feparated 
him from his Confort, and after two Days DiftrefS, 
threw his Sloop upon a fmall uninhabited Ifland, 
near the Bay of Honduras, where fhe was ftaved to 
Pieces, and ftoft of her Men drowned : Vane him- 
felf was faved, but reduced to great Streights, for 
want of Neceffaries, having no Opportunity to get 
any Thing from the Wreck. He lived here fome 
Weeks, and was fubfifted chiefly by Fifhermen, 
who frequented tho Ifland with fmall Craft, from 
the Main, to catch Turtles, &c. 

K % 
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While Vane was upon this Ifiand, a Ship put in 
from Jamaica for Water, the Captain of which, one 
Hclfordy an old Buccaneer, happened to be Vane’s 
Acquaintance *, he thought this a good Opportu- 
nity to get off, and accordingly applied to his old 
Friend *, but he abfolutely refufed him, faying to 
him, Charles, I Jhant truFt you aboard my Ship , un- 
lefs 1 carry you a Frifoncr y for I Jhall have you caballing 
with my Men , knock me on the Head , and run away with 
my Ship a py rating* Vane made all the Proteftations 
of Honour in the World to him \ but, it feems. 
Captain Holford was too intimately acquainted with 
him, to repofe any Confidence at all in his Words 
or Oaths. He told him, He might eafdy find a Way 
to get ojfy if he had a Mind to it : I am now going down 
the Bay y fays he, and fijall return hither , in about a 
Month 5 and if I find you upon the Ifiand when I come 
back , Ell carry you to Jamaica, and hang you . Which 
Way can I get away ? An fivers Vane. Are there not 
pifijermen’s Dories upo?i the Beach ? Cant you take one of 
them? Replies Holford. What , fays Vane y would you 
have me fteal a Dory then ? Do you make it a Matter of 
Confcience ? Said Holford , to fteal a Dory , when you have 
been a common Robber and By rate , flealing Ships and Car- 
goes , and plundering all Mankind that fell in your Way ? 

Stay there , and be d nd y if you are fo Squeamijh : And 

lo left him. 

After Captain Holford’ s Departure, another Ship 
put in to the fame Ifiand in her Way home for 
Water y none of whofe Company knowing Vane y 
he eafily paffed upon them for another Man, and 
lb was ihippM for the Voyage. One would be apt 
to think that Vane was now pretty fafe, and like- 
ly to efcape the Fate which his Crimes had me- 
rited but here a crofs Accident happen’d that 
ruin’d all : Holford , returning from the Bay, was met 
with by this Ship •, the Captains being very well 
acquainted together, Holford was invited to dine 

aboard 
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aboard of him, which he did j and as he paffed a- 
Jnng to the Cabin, he chanced to caft his Eye down 
the Hold, and there law Charles Vane at work • he 
immediately fpoke to the Captain, faying. Bo you 
know who you have got aboard here ? Why , fays he, / 
have fluff d a Man at fuch an IJland y who was caft away 
in a trading Sloop , he feems to be a brisk Hand . 1 tell 
you , fays Captain Holford , it is Vane the notorious 
Pyrate. If it be him, repl es the other, 1 won't keep 
him: Why then , lays Half or d y III fend and take him 
aboard , and furrender him at Jamaica. Which being 
agreed to, Captain Holford , as foon as he returned 
to his Ship, lent his Boat with his Mate armed, 
who coming to Vane , ihewed him a Piftol, and told 
him, He was his Prifoner } which none oppofing, he 
was brought aboard, and put in Irons*, and when 
Captain Holford arrived at Jamaica , he delivered 
his old Acquaintance into the Hands of Juftice j 
at which Place he was try’d, convifted, and exe- 
cuted, as was, fome Time before. Vane's Cordort, 
Robert Deaf brought thither by one of the Men of 
War. 
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CHAP. VII. 

O F 

Captain John Rackam, 

And his Crew. 

T HIS John Rackam, as has been mentioned 
in the laft Chapter, was Quarter-Mafter 
toVane’% Company, till they were divided, 
and Vane turned out for refilling to board and fight 
the French Man of War •, then Rackam was voted 
Captain of that Divifion that remained in the Bri- 
gantine. The 24th of November 1718, was the firft: 
Day of his Command, and his firft Cruize was 
among the Caribbee Ijlands, where he took and plun- 
der’d feveral Veffels. 

We have already taken Notice, that when Cap- 
tain Wcodes Rogers went to the Ifland of Providence , 
■with the King’s Pardon to fuch as flrould lurren- 
der, this Brigantine, which Rackam now comman- 
ded, made its Efcape, thro” another Paffage, bid- 
ding Defiance to Mercy. 

To Windward of Jamaica , a Madera- Man fell 
into the Py rates Way, which they detained two 
or three Days, till they had made their Market out 
of her, and then gave her back to the Mafter, and 
permitted one Hofea Tifdell , a Tavern-Keeper at 
Jamaica , who had been pick’d up in one of their 

Prices, 
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Prizes, to depart in her, fhe being then bound for 
that Ifland. 

After this Cruize, they went into a fmall Hland 
and cleaned, and fpent their Chriflmas afhore, drink- 
ing and caroufmg as long as they had any Liquor 
left, and then went to Sea again for more, where 
they fucceeded but too well, though they took no 
extraordinary Prize, for above two Months, ex- 
cept a Ship laden with Thieves from Newgate, 
bound for the Plantations, which, in a few Days, was 
retaken with all her Cargo, by an Englijh Man of 
War. 

Rackam flood off towards the Ifland of Bermudas, 
and took a Ship bound to England from Carolina , 
and a fmall Pink from New-England , and brought 
them to the Bahama\b\.m&s, where with the Pitch, 
Tar, and Stores, they clean’d again, and refitted 
their own Veflel •, but flaying too long in that 
Neighbourhood, Captain Rogers , who was Gover- 
nor of Providence , hearing of thele Ships being ta- 
ken, fent out a Sloop well mann’d and arm’d, 
which retook both the Prizes, and in the mean 
while the Pyrate had the good Fortune to ef- 
cape. 

From hence they failed to the Back of Cuba, 
where Rackam kept a little kind of a Family, at 
which Place, they ftaid a confiderable Time, li- 
ving alhore with their Dalilahs, till their Money 
and Provifion were expended, and then they con- 
cluded it Time to look out : They repaired to their 
Veffel, and was making ready to put Sea, when a 
Guar da . del Cofia came in with a fmall Englijh Sloop, 
which fhe had taken as an Interloper on the Coaft. 
The Spanijb Guardfhip attack’d the Pyrate, but 
Rackam being clofe in behind a little Ifland, fhe 
could do but little Execution where fhe lay, there- 
fore the Spaniard warps into the Channel that Eve- 
ning, in order to make fure of her the next Mor- 
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ning. Rackam finding his Cafe defperate, and hard- 
ly any Pofiibility of elcaping, refolved to attempt 
the following Enterprize : The Spanijh Prize lying 
for better Security dole into the Land, between 
the little Illand and the Main Rackam takes his 
Crew into the Boat, with their Piftols and Cut- 
lafhes, rounds the little Wand, and falls aboard their 
Prize filently in the dead of the Night,, without be- 
ing dilcovered, telling the Spaniards that were 
aboard of her, that if they lpoke a Word, or made 
the leaf Noife, they were dead Men, and fo be- 
came M after of her •, when this was done, he flipt 
her Cable, and drove out to oea : The Spanijh Man 
of War, was fo intent upon their expected Prize, 
that they minded nothing elfe, and alfoon as Day 
broke, made a furious Fire upon the empty Sloop, 
but it vvas not long before they were rightly ap- 
prized of the Matter, and curled themlelves for 
Fools, to be bit out of a good rich Prize, as fhe 
prov’d to be, and to have nothing but an old crazy 
Hull in the room of her. 

Rackam and his Crew had no Occafion to be dif- 
pleafed at the Exchange, that enabled them to 
continue fome Time longer in a Way of Life that 
fuited their depraved Tempers : In Augufi 1720, we 
find him at Sea again, fcouring the Harbours and 
Inlets of the North and Weft Parts of Jamaica , 
where he took feveral fmall Craft, which proved 
no great. Booty to the Rovers, but they had but 
few Men, and therefore they were obliged to 
run at low Game, till they could encreafe their 
Company. . - 

In the Beginning of September , they took feven 
or eight Filhing-Boats in Harbour Ijland , -Hole their 
Nets" and other Tackle, and then went off the 
French Part of Hifpa^lola, and landed, and took 
Cattle away, with two or three French Men they 
found/iear the. Water-Side, hunting of wild. Hogs 
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jn the Evening : The French Men came on Board, 
whether by Confent or Compulfion, I can : t fay. 
They afterwards plundered two Sloops, and re- 
turned to Jamaica, on the North Coalt of which 
Iiland, near Porto Maria Bay, they took a Scooner, 
Thomas Spenlow Maher ^ it was then the 19th of 
October. The next Day, Rackam teeing a Sloop in 
Dry Harbour Bay, he hood in and fired a Gun ; 
the Men all run afhore, and he took the Sloop 
and Lading, but when thofe alhore found them to be 
Pyrates, they ha-led the Sloop, and let them know 
they were all willing to come aboard of them. 

Rackam s coahing the Ifland in this Manner, pro- 
ved fatal to him, o>" Intelligence came to the Go- 
vernor, of his Expedition, by a Ganoa which he 
had furprized afhore, in Ocho Bay •, upon which a 
Sloop was immediately fitte 4 out, and lent round 
the Ifland in quell of him, commanded by Cap- 
tain Barnet , with a good Number of Hands. Ra- 
ckam rounding the Ifland, and drawing near the 
Weftermoft Point, called Point Negril , law a frnall 
Pettiauger, which at fight of the Sloop, run 
afhore and landed her Men when one of them 
hailed her, Anfwer was made, They were Englilh 
Men, and delired the Pettiauger’s Men to come on 
Board, and drink a Bowl of Punch, which they 
were prevailed upon to do accordingly the Com- 
pany came all aboard of the Pyrate, conflfting of 
nine Perlons, in an ill Hour $ they were armed 
with Muskets and Cutlafhes, but, what was their 
real Defign by lb doing, I lhall not take upon me 
to fay but they had no fooner laid down their 
Arms, and taken up their Pipes, but Barnet’s Sloop, 
which was in Purfuit of Rackam s^came in Sight. 

The Pyrates finding Ihe hood direflly towards 
her, fear'd the Event, and weighed their Anchor, 
which they but lately let go, and flood off : Cap- 
tain Barnet gave them Chace, and having the Ad- 
vantage 
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vantage of little Breezes of Wind, which blew off 
the Land, came up with her, and, after a very 
fmall Difpute, took her, and brought her into Port 
Royal , in Jamaica. 

In about a Fortnight after the Prilbners were 
brought afhore, viz. November i 6, 1720, a Court 
of Admiralty was held at St. Jago de la Vega , be-’ 
fore which the following Perfons were convifted, 
and Sentence of Death palled upon them, by the 
Prelklent, Sir Nicholas Laws, viz. John Rack am Cap- 
tain, George Fetherfton Matter, Richard Corner Quarter- 
Matter, John Davis , John Howell, Patrick Carty, Tho- 
mas Earl , James Dobbin and Noah Harwood. The 
five firft were executed the next Day at Gallows 
Point, at the Town of Port Royal, and the rett, the 
Day after, at King ft on •, Rackam, Feverfton and Corner , 
were afterwards taken down and hang’d up in 
Chains, one at Plumb Point, one at Bufts Key , and 
the other at Gun Key. 

But what was very furprizing, was,, the Con- 
viction of the nine Men that came aboard the 
Sloop the fame Day Ihe was taken. They were 
try’d at an Adjournment of the Court,, on the 24th 
of January, waiting all that Time, it is luppofed, for 
Evidence, to prove the pyratical Intention of go- 
ing aboard the laid Sloop •, for it feems there was 
no Aft of Pyracy committed by them, after their 
coming on Board, as appeared by the Witneffes 
againft them, who were two French Men taken by 
Rackam, off from the Ifland of Hifyaniola, and de- 
pofed in the following Manner. 

1 That the Prilbners at the Bar, viz. John Eatm, 
‘ Edward Warner, Thomas Baker, Tlsomas Quick, John 
( Cole, Benjamin Palmer, Walter Roufte, John Hanfon, 
c and John Howard, came aboard the Pyrate’s Sloop 

* at Negri l Point, Rackam fending his Canoe afhore 
4 for that Purpofe: That they brought Guns and 

* Cutlafhes on Board- with them : That when Cap- 

tain 
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( tain Barnet chafed them, fome were drinicing, 

* and others walking the Deck: That there was a 
‘ great Gun and a fmall Arm fired by the Pyrate 
‘ Sloop, at Captain Barnet ’’ s Sloop, when he chafed 
4 her; and that when Captain Barnet's Sloop fired 
4 at Raclam's Sloop, the Prifoners at the Bar went 
4 down under Deck. That during the Time Cap- 
4 tain Barnet chafed them, fbme of the Prifoners 
4 at the Bar (but which of them he could not tell,) 

4 helped to row the Sloop, in order to efcape from 
4 Barnet : That they all feemed to be conforted to- 
4 gether. 

This was the Subftance of all that was evidenced 
againft them, the Prifoners anfwered in their De- 
fence, 4 That they had no Witneffes : That they 
4 had bought a Pettiauger in order to go a Turtle- 
4 ing ; and being at Negril Point , and juft got afhore, 

4 they law a Sloop with a white Pendant coming 
4 towards them, upon which they took their Arms, 
4 and hid themfolves in the Bufhes : That one of 
4 them hail’d the Sloop, who anfwer’d, They were 
4 Englifh Men , and defired them to come aboard 
4 and drink a Bowl of Punch ; which they at firft 
4 refufod, but afterwards with much perfvvafion, 
4 they went on Board, in the Sloop’s Canoe, and 
4 left their own Pettiauger at Anchor : That they 
4 had been but a fhort Time on Board, when Cap- 
4 tain Barnet's Sloop heaved in Sight : That Raclam 
4 ordered them to help to weigh the Sloop’s An- 
4 chor immediately, which they all refuted : That 
4 Raclam ufed violent Means to oblige them ; and 
4 that when Captain Barnet came up with them, 
4 they all readily and willingly fubmitted. 

When the Prifoners were taken from the Bar, 
and the Perfons prefont being withdrawn, the 
Court confidered the Prifoners Cafos, and the Ma- 
jority of the Commiflioners being of Opinion, 
that they were all Guilty of the Pyracy and Fe- 

Jony 
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Ion ly they were charged with,' which was, the go* 
irg over with a pyratical arid felonious Intent to John Ra- 
ckam, &c. then notorious Pyrates , and by them known 
to be fo , they all received Sentence of Death • 
which every Body mull allow proved lomewhat! 
unlucky to the poor Fellows. 

On the 1 7th of February , John Eaton , Thomas Quick 
and Thomas Baker, were executed at Gallows Point , 
at Port Royal , and the next Day John Cole , John Ho- 
ward and Benjamin Palmer , were executed at Kingflon ; 
whether the other three were executed afterwards, 
or not, 1 never heard. 

Two other Pyrates were try’d that belonged to 
Rackam’ s Crew, sand being convifled, were brought 
up, and asked if either of them had any Thing to 
fay why Sentence of Death’lhould not pals upon 
them, in like Manner as 'had been done to all the 
reft; and both of them pleaded their Bellies, be- 
ing quick with Child, and pray’d that Execution 
might be ftay’d, whereupon the Court palled Sen- 
tence, as in Cafes of Pyracy, but ordered them 
back, till a proper Jury fhould be appointed to en- 
quire into the Matter. 
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The LlFE'^o/' Mary Read, 

\ § ' 

N O W we are to begin a Hiftory full of fur- 
prizing Turns and Adventures ; I mean, that 
of Mary - Read and Anne Bonny , alias Bonn , which 
were, the true Names of thefe two Pyrates - the 
odd Incidents of their rambling Lives are fuch, 
that fome may be tempted to think the whole 
Story no better; than a Novel or Romance but 
fi.ice it is fupported by many thoufand Witneffes, 
I meat the People of Jamaica , who were prefent 
at their Tryals, and'heard the Story of their Lives, 
upon the firft difcovery of their Sex \ the Truth of 
it can be no more conteiled, than that there were 
fuch Men in the World, as Roberts and Black-beard, 
who were Pyrates; 

Mary Read was born in England, her Mother was 
married young, to a Man who ufed the Sea, who 
going a Voyage foon after their Marriage, left her 
with Child, which Child proved to be a Boy. As 
to the Husband, whether he was call: away, or 
died in the Voyage, Mary Read could not tell ^ bus 
however, he never returned more \ neverthelefs, 
the Mother, who was young and airy, met with 
an- Accident, which has often happened to Women 
who are young, and do not take a great deal of 
Care ^ which was, fhe Icon proved with Child 
again, without a Husband to Father it, but how, 
or by whom, none but her felf could tell, for fhe 
carried a pretty good Reputation among her Neigh- 
bours. Finding her Burthen grow, in order to 
conceal her Shame, fhe takes a formal Leave of her 
Husband’s Relations, giving, out, that fire went to 
live with fome Friends of her own, in the Country : 
Accordingly fhe went away, and carried with her 
her young Son, at this Time, not a Year old : Soon 

after 
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after her Departure her Son died, but Providence 
in Return, was pleafed to give her a Girl in his 
Room, of which ihe was fafely delivered, in her 
Retreat, and this was our Mary Read. 

Here the Mother liv’d three or four Years, till 
what Money ihe had was almoft gone \ then ihe 
thought of returning to London , and confidering 
that her Husband’s Mother was in lome Circum- 
fiances, Ihe did not doubt but to prevail upon her, 
to provide for the Child, if Ihe could but pals it 
upon her for the fame, but the changing a Girl 
into a Boy, ieem’d a difficult Piece of Work, and 
how to deceive an experienced old Woman, in fuch 
a Point, was altogether as impoffible however, 
file ventured to drefs it up as a Boy, brought it 
to Town, and prelented it to her Mother in Law, 
as her Husband’s Son ; the old Woman would have 
taken it, to have bred it up, but the Mother pre- 
tended it would break her Heart, to part with it 7 
fo it was agreed betwixt them, that the Child ihould 
live with the Mother, and the luppoled Grand- 
mother ihould allow a Crown a Week lor it’s . 
Maintainance. 

Thus the Mother gained her Point, ihe bred up 
her Daughter as a Boy, and when ihe grew up 
to fome Senfe, ihe thought proper to let her into 
the Secret of her Birth, to induce her to conceal 
her Sex. It happen’d that the Grandmother died, 
by which Means the Subiiftance that came from 
that Quarter, ceafed, and they were more and more 
reduced in their Circumftances •, wherefore ihe was 
obliged to put her Daughter out, to wait on a 
French Lady, as a Foot-boy, being now thirteen 
Years of Age: Here Ihe did not live long, for 
growing bold and ftrong, and having allb a roving 
Mind, ilie entered her lelf on Board a Man of War, 
where Ihe lerved fome Time, then quitted it, 
went over into Flanders , and carried Arms in a Re- 
giment ' 
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giment of Foot, as a Cadet •, and tho’ upon all Attions, 
foe behaved herfelf with a great deal of Bravery, 
yet foe could not get a Commiffion, they being ge- 
nerally bought and fold •, therefore Ihe quitted the 
Service, and took on in a Regiment of Horfe foe 
behaved fo well in feveral Engagements, that foe 
got the Efteem of all her Officers but her Com- 
rade who was a Fleming, happening to be a hand- 
fome young Fellow, foe falls in Love with him, and 
from that Time, grew a little more negligent in 
her Duty, fo that, it feems, 'Mars and Venus could 
not be ferved at the fame Time •, her Arms and 
Accoutrements which were always kept in the 
belt Order, were quite neglefted : his true, when 
her Comrade was ordered out upon a Party, foe 
ufed to go without being commanded, and fre- 
quently run herfelf into Danger, where foe had 
no Bulinefs, only to be near him ■, the reft of the 
Troopers little folpe&ing the focret Caufe which 
moved her to this Behaviour, fancied her to bo 
mad, and her Comrade himfelf could not account 
for this ftrange Alteration in her, but Love is in- 
genious, and as they lay in the fame Tent, and 
were conftantly together, foe found a Way of let- 
ting him difcover her Sex, without appearing that 
it was done with Defign. 

He was much furprized at what he found out, 
and not a little pleafed, taking it for granted, that 
he foould have a Miftrefs folely to himfelf, which 
is an unufoal Thing in a Camp, fince there is foarce 
one of thofe Campaign Ladies, that is ever true 
to a Troop or Company ; fo that he thought of 
nothing but gratifying his Paffions with very lit- 
tle Ceremony •, but’he found himlelf ftrangely mi- 
ftaken, for foe proved very referved and modeft, 
and refilled all his Temptations, and- at the lame 
Time was fo obliging and infmuating in her Car- 
riage, that foe quite changed his Purpofo, fo far 

from 
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from thinking oF making her his Miftrefs, he 
now courted her For a Wife. 

This was the ufmoh Wijh of her Heart, in fliort,. 
they exchanged Promiles, and when the Campaign 
was Over, and the Regiment marched into Winter 
Quarters, they bought Woman’s Apparel for her, 
with fuch Money as they could ma'ke up betwixt 
them, and were publickly married. 

The Story oFtwo T roopers marrying each other, 
made a great NoiFe, Fo that feveral Officers were 
drawn by Curiofity to affift at the Ceremony, and 
they agreed among themfelves that every one of 
them ffiould make a fmall Prefent to the Bride, 
towards Houle- keeping, in Confideration oF her 
having been their Fellow Soldier. Thus being let 
tip, they leemed to have a Defire of quitting the 
Service, and fettling in the World - the Adventure 
of their Love and Marriage had gained them lb 
much Favour, that they ealily obtained their Dif- 
charge, and they immediately let up an Eating 
Boufe or Ordinary, which was the Sign of the 
Three Horfte-Shoes , near the Ca'ftlo of Breda, where 
they loon run into a good Trade, a great many 
Officers eating with them conftantly. 

But this Happinefs lafted not long, for the Hits-* 
band foon died, and the Peace of Rcfivkk being 
concluded, there was no Rcfbrt of Officers to Breda , 
as ufual ; lb that the Widow having little or no 
Trade, was forced to give up Houle- keeping, and 
her Subftance being by Degrees quite lpent, Ihe 
again allumes her Man’s Apparel, and going into 
Holland , there takes on in a Regiment of Foot, 
quarter’d in one of the Frontier Towns : Here 
ihe did not remain long, there was no likelihood 
of Preferment in Time of Peace, therefore Ihe took 
a Relblution of fee king her Fortune another Way ; 
and withdrawing from the Regiment, Ihips her- 
felf on Board of a Vclfel bound for the Weft-Indies. 

It 
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It happen’d this Ship was taken by Englijh Py- 
rates, and Alary Read was the only Ei j! Jh Per- 
fon on Board, they kept her amerigft them, and 
having plundered the Ship, let it go again •, after 
following this Trade tor feme Time, the King’s 
Proclamation came out, and was publifh’d in all 
Parts of the If 'eft- Indies, for pardoning fuch Py- 
rates, who fhould voluntarily furrender themfelves 
by a certain Day therein mentioned. The Crew 
of Mary Read took the Benefit of this Proclama- 
tion, and having furrender’d, liv’d quietly on Shore ; 
but Money beginning to grow fhort, and hearing 
that Captain Woods Rogers, Governor of the lfland 
of Providence, was fitting out fome Privateers to 
cruife againft the Spaniards, fhe with feveral others 
embark’d for that lfland, in order to go upon the 
privateering Account, being refolved to make her 
Fortune one way or other. 

Thefe Privateers were no fooner fail'd out, but 
the Crews of lome of them, who had been pardo- 
ned, rofe againft their Commanders, and turned 
themfelves to their old Trade : In this Kumber 
was Mary Read. It is true, fhe often declared, that 
the Life of a Pyrate was what fhe always abhor’d, 
and went into it only upon Compulfion, both this 
Time, and before, intending to quit it, whenever 
a fair Opportunity fhould offer it lelf • yet fome of 
the Evidence againft her, upon her Tryal, who 
were forced Men, and had failed with her, depofed « 
upon Oath, that in Times of Attion, no Perfon 
amongft them were more refolute, or ready to 
Board or undertake any Thing that was hazardous, 
as flic and Anne Bonny, and particularly at the Time 
they were attack’d and taken, when they came 
to clofe Quarters,- none kept the Deck except 
Mary Read and Anne Bonny, and one more; up- 
on which, flie, Mary Read, called to thofe under 
Deck, to come up and fight like Men, and finding 

L, they 


162 Of Mart Read. 

they did not ftir, fired her Arms down the Hold 
amongft them, killing one, and wounding others. 

This was part of the Evidence againft her, which 
fhe denied •, which, whether true or no, thus much 
is certain, that fhe did not want Bravery, nor in- 
deed was fhe lefs remarkable for her Modefty, 
according to her Notions of Virtue : Her Sex was 
not fo much as fufpe&ed by any Perfon on Board, 
till Anne Bonny , who was not altogether fo referved 
in point of Chaftity, took a particular liking to 
her } in fhort, Anne Bonny took her for a handfbme 
young Fellow, and for fome Reafbns beft known to 
herfelf, firft dilcovered her Sex to Mary Read , Mary 
Read knowing what fhe would be at, and being 
very fenfible of her own Incapacity that Way, was 
forced to come to a right Underftanding with her, 
and fo to the great Difappointment of Anne Bonny , 
fhe let her know lire was a Woman alio \ but this 
Intimacy fo difturb’d Captain Rackam , who was the 
Lover and Gallant of Anne Bonny , that he grew 
furioufly jealous, fo that he told Anne Bonny , he 
would cut her new Lover’s Throat, therefore, to 
quiet him, fhe let him into the Secret alto. 

Captain Rackam, (as he was enjoined,) kept the 
Thing a Secret from all the Ship’s Company, yet, 
notwithftanding all her Cunning and Referve, Love 
found her out in this Difguife, and hinder’d her 
from forgetting her Sex. In their Cruize they took 
a great Number of Ships belonging to Jamaica , 
and other Parts of the We ft- Indies, bound to and 
from England-, and when ever they meet any good 
Artift, or other Perfon that might be of any great 
Ufe to their Company, if he was not willing to 
enter, it was their Cuftom to keep him by Force. 
Among thefe was a young Fellow of a moft engage- 
ing Behaviour, or, at leaf!, he was fo in the Eyes 
ai~ Mary Read , who became fo fmitten with his 
Perfon and Addrels, that fhe could neither reft. 

Night 
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Night or Day ; but as there is nothing more inge- 
nious than Love, it was no hard Matter for her, 
who had before been pra&iced in thefe Wiles, to 
find a Way to let him difcover her Sex : She firft 
infinuated her felf into his liking, by talking againft 
the Life of a Pyrate, which he was altogether averfe 
to, fo they became Mefs-Mates and ftrifl Compa- 
nions : When fhe found he had a Friendfhip for her, 
as a Man, fhe fullered the Difcovery to be made, 
by carelefly Ihewing her Breafts, which were very 
White. 

The young Fellow, who was made of Flefh and 
Blood, had his Curiofity and Defire fo rais’d by 
this Sight, that he never ceafed importuning her, 
till fhe confelfed what fhe was. Now begins the 
Scene of Love •, as he had a Liking and Efteem for 
her, under her fuppofed Chara&er, it was r.ow 
turn’d into Fondnefs and Defire ; her Paflion was 
no lefs violent than his, and perhaps fhe exprefs’d 
it, by one of the moft generous Aftions that ever 
Love infpired. It happened this young Fellow had 
a Quarrel with one of the Pyrates, and their Ship 
then lying at an Anchor, near one of the Iflands, 
they had appointed to go afhore and fight, accor- 
ding to the Cuftom of the Pyrates: "Mary Ready 
was to the laft Degree uneafy and anxious, for the 
Fate of her Lover; fhe would not have had him 
refufe the Challenge, becaufe, fhe could not bear 
the Thoughts of his being branded withCowardife; 
on the other Side, fhe dreaded the Event, and ap- 
prehended the Fellow might be too hard for him : 
When Love once enters into the Breaft of one 
who has any Sparks of Generofity, it fiirs the 
Heart up to the moft noble Attions ; in this Dilem- 
ma, fhe fhew’d, that fhe fear’d more for his Life 
than fhe did for her own; for fhe took a Refolution 
of quarreling with this Fellow her fell; and ha- 
ving challenged him afhore, fhe appointed the 
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Time two Hours fooner than that when he was 
to meet her Lover, where fhe fought him at Sword 
and Piftol, and killed him upon the Spot. 

It is true, fhe had fought before, when fhe had 
been infutted by fome of thofe Fellows, but now 
it was altogether in her Lover’s Caufe, Ihe flood 
as it were betwixt him and Death, as if fhe could 
not live without him. If he had no regard for her 
before, this Aflion would have bound him to her 
for ever \ but there was no Occafion for Ties or 
Obligations, his Inclination towards her was fuffi- 
cient , in fine, they applied their Troth to each 
other, which Mary Read faid, fhe look’d upon to be 
as good a Marriage, in Confidence, as if it had 
been done by a Minifter in Church •, and to this 
was owing her great Belly, which Hie pleaded to 
lave her Life. 

She declared fhe had never committed Adultery 
or Fornication with any Man, Ihe commended the 
juftice of the Court, before which fhe was tried, for 
diftinguifhing the Nature of their Crimes her Hus- 
band, as fhe call’d him, with feveral others, being 
acquitted } and being ask’d, who he was ? Ihe would 
not tell, but, faid he was an honeft Man, and had 
no Inclination to fuch Praftices, and that they 
had both refolved to leave the Pyrates, the firft 
Opportunity, and apply themfelves to fome ho- 
neft Livelyhood. 

It is no doubt, but many had Companion for her, 
yet the Court could not avoid finding her Guilty } 
for among other Things, one of the Evidences 
againft her, depofed, that being taken by Rac\am y 
and detain’d fome Time on Board, he fell acciden- 
tally into Difcourfe with Mary Read , whom he ta- 
king for a young Man, ask’d her, what Pleafure fhe 
could have in being concerned in fuch Enterprizes, 
„ where her Life was continually in Danger, by 
Fire or Sword ..and not only fo, but fhe rauft be 
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lure of dying an ignominious Death, if Ihe fhould 
be taken alive ? She anfwer’d, that as to hang- 

ing, Ihe thought it no great Hardlhip, for, were it 
not for that, every cowardly Fellow would turn 
Pyrate, and fo infeft the Seas, that Men of Courage 

ffiuft ftarve : That if it was put to the Choice 

of the Pyrates, they would not have the punilh- 
ment lefs than Death, the Fear of which, kept 
fome daftardly Rogues honeft ; that many of thofe 
who are now cheating the Widows and Orphans, 
and opprelftng their poor Neighbours, who have 
no Money to obtain Juftice, would then rob at Sea, 
and the Ocean would be crowded with Rogues, 
like the Land, and no Merchant would venture 
out; lb that the Trade, in a little Time, would not 
be worth following. 

Being found quick with Child, as has been ob- 
lerved, her Execution was relpited, and it is pof- 
fible Ihe would have found Favour, but Ihe was 
leiz’d with a violent Fever, foon after her Tryal, 
of which Ihe died in Prifon. 





The LIFE of Anne Bonny. 


S we have been more particular in the Lives 



of thele two Women, than thole of other 
Pyrates, it is incumbent on us, as a faithful Hi- 
ftorian, to begin with their Birth. Anne Bonny was 
born at a Town near Cork, in the Kingdom of Ire- 
land, her Father an Attorney at Law, but Anne 
was not one of his legitimate lifue, which lee ms 
to crofs an old Proverb, which fays, that Baftards 
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have the heft Luck. Her Father was a Married Man, 
and his Wife having bee: brought to Bed, con- 
tracted an Tllnefs in her Iving in, and in order 
to recover her Health, fne was advifed to remove 
for Change of Air •, the Place fhe chofe, was a few 
Miles difiance from her Dwelling, where her Hus- 
band’s Mother liv’d. Here fhe fojourn’d fome Time, 
her Husband haying at Home, to follow his Af- 
fairs. The Servant-Maid, whom fhe left to look 
after the Houfe, and attend the Family, being a 
handfome young Woman, was courted by a young 
Man of the fame Town, who was a Tanner , this 
Tanner ufed to take his Opportunities, when the 
Family was out of the Way, of coming to purfue 
his Gourtfhlp •, and being with the Maid one Day 
as fhe was employ’d in the Houfhold Bufinefs, not 
having the Fear of God before his Eyes, he takes 
his Opportunity, when her Back was turned, of 
wh’pping three Silver Spoons into his Pocket. The 
Maid foon mifs’d the Spoons, and knowing that 
no Body had been in the Room, but herfelf and 
the young Man, fince fhe faw them laft, fhe char- 
ged him with taking them ; he very flifly denied it, 
upon which fhe grew outragious, and threatned to 
go to a Conftable, in order to carry him before a 
Juflice of Peace : Thefe Menaces frighten’d him out 
of his Wits, well knowing he could not hand 
Search •, wherefore he endeavoured to pacify her, 
by defiring her to examine the Drawers and other 
Places, and perhaps fhe might find them • in this 
Time he flips into another Room, where the Maid 
ufually lay, and puts the Spoons betwixt the Sheets, 
and then makes his Efcape by a back Door, con- 
cluding fne muft find them, when fhe went to Bed, 
and fo next Day he might pretend he did it only to 
frighten her, and the Thing might be laugh’d oil 
for a Jeft. ! ' * 


As 
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As loon as Ihe mifs’d him, Ihe gave over her 
Search, concluding he had carried them off, and 
went direttly to the Conftable, in order to have him 
apprehended : The young Man was informed, that 
a Conftable had been in Search of him, but he 
regarded it but little, not doubting but all would 
be well next Day. Three or four Days paffed, and 
ftill he was told, the Conftable was upon the Hunt 
for him , this made him lye concealed, he could 
not comprehend the Meaning of it, he imagined 
no lefs, than that the Maid had a Mind to convert 
the Spoons to her own Ufe, and put the Robbery 
upon him. 

It happened, at this Time, that the Miftrels be- 
ing perfeftly recovered of her late Indilpofttion, 
was return’d Home, in Company with her Mother- 
in-Law • the firft News Ihe heard, was of the Lofs 
of the Spoons, with the Manner how -, the Maid 
telling her, at the fame Time, that the young Man 
was run away. The young Fellow had Intelligence 
of the Miftrefs’s Arrival, and conftdering with 
himfelf, that he could never appear again in his 
Bufmefs, unlefs this Matter was got over, and Ihe 
being a good natured Woman, he took a Relblution 
of going direftly to her, and of telling her the 
whole Story, only with this Difference, that he did 
it for a Jeft. 

The Miftrefs could lcarce believe it, however, 
Ihe went dire&ly to the Maid’s Room, and turn- 
ing down the Bed Cloaths, there, to her great 
Surprize, found the three Spoons ^ upon this Ihe 
defired the young Man to go Home and mind 
his Bufmefs, for he ihould have no Trouble a- 
bout it. 

The Miftrefs could not imagine the Meaning of 
this, Ihe never had found the Maid guilty of any 
pilfering, and therefore it could not enter her 
Head, that Ihe defigned to fteal the Spoons her 
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felf-, upon the whole, fhe concluded the Maid had 
not been in her Bed, From the Time the Spoons 
were mifs’d, fhe grew immediately jealous upon it, 
and l'ufpefted, that the Maid fupplied her Place 
with her Husband, during her Abfence, and this 
was the Reafbn why the Spoons were no fooner 
found. 

She call’d to Mind feveral A&ions of Kindnefs, 
her Husband had. ihewed the Maid, Things that 
pafs’d unheeded by, when they happened, but now 
ihe had got that Tormentor, Jealoufy, in her Head, 
amounted to Proofs of their Intimacy *, another Cir- 
cumftance which ftrengthen’d the whole, was, that 
tho’ her Husband knew Ihe was to come Home 
that Day, and had had no Communication with 
her in four Months, which was before her laft 
Lying in, yet he took an Opportunity of going out 
of Town that Morning, upon fome flight Pretence : 
« — -All thefe Things put together, confirm’d her in 
her Jealoufy. 

As Women feldom forgive Injuries of this Kind, 
fhe thought of difcharging her Revenge upon the 
Maid : In order to this, Hie leaves the Spoons where 
Ihe found them, and orders the Maid to put clean 
Sheets • upon the Bed, telling her, fhe intended to 
lye there herfelf that Night, bccaufe her Mother 
In Law was to lye in her Bed, and that fhe fthe 
Maid) muft lye in another Part of the Houfe •, the 
Maid in making the Bed, was furprized with the 
Sight of the Spoons, but there were very good 
Reafons, why it was not proper for her to tell 
where fhe found them, therefore fhe takes them 
up, puts them in her Trunk, intending to leave 
them' in fome Place, where they might be found 
by chance. 

The Miftrefs, that every Thing might look to 
be done without Defign, lies that Night in the 
Maid’s Bed, little dreaming of what an Adventure 

' • - it 
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it would produce : After ihe had been a Bed fome 
Time, thinking on what had pafs’d, for Jealoufy 
kept her awake, ihe heard fome Body enter the 
Room ; at firft ihe apprehended it to be Thieves, 
and was fo fright’r.ed, Ihe had not Courage enough 
to call out:, but when ihe heard thefe Words, Mary, 
are you avoake ? She knew it to be her Husband’s 
Voice •, then her Fright was over, yet ihe made no 
Anfvver, leaft he ihould find her. out, if ihefpoke, 
therefore ihe refolved to counterfeit Sleep, and take 
what followed. 

The Husband came to Bed, and that Night 
play’d the vigorous Lover ^ but one Thing fpoil’d 
the Diveriion on the Wife’s Side, which was, 
the Refleftion that it was not defign’d for her - 
however ihe was very paffive, and bore it like a 
Chriftian. Early before Day, ihe iiole out of 
Bed, leaving him afleep, and went to her Mother 
in Law, telling her what had paifed, not forgetting 
how he had ufed her, as taking her for the Maid - 
the Husband alio hole out, not thinking it conve- 
nient to be catch’d in that Room ; in the mean Time, 
the Revenge of the Miftrefs was ftrongly againft 
the Maid, and without coniidering, that to her ihe 
ow’d the Diveriion of the Night before, and that 
one good Turn ihould deierve another *, ihe lent for 
a Conftable, and charged her with healing the 
Spoons : The Maid’s Trunk was broke open, and 
the Spoons found, upon which ihe was carried be- 
fore a Juftice of Peace, and by him committed to 
Goal. 

The Husband loiter’d about till twelve a Clock 
gt Noon, then comes Home, pretended he was 
juft come to Town •, as fbon as he heard what had 
paffed, in Relation to the Maid, he fell into, a great 
Pafiion with his Wife •, this fet the Thing into a 
greater Flame, the Mother takes the Wife’s Part 
jagainft her own Son, infomuch that the Quarrel 

increa- 
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increafing, the Mother and Wife took Horie im- 
mediately, and went back to the Mother’s Houle, 
and the Husband and Wife never bedded toge- 
ther after. 

The Maid lay a long Time in the Prilon, it being 
near half a Year to theAffizes} but before it hap- 
pened, it was difcovered Ihe was with Child •, when 
ihe was arraign’d at the Bar, Ihe was dilcharged for 
want of Evidence •, the Wife’s Confcience touch’d 
her, and as Ihe did not believe the Maid Guilty 
of any Theft, except that of Love, Ihe did not 
appear againft her ^ foon after her Acquittal, Ihe 
was delivered of a Girl. 

But what alarm’d the Husband molt, was, that 
it was difcovered the Wife was with Child alio, 
he taking it for granted, he had had no Intimacy 
with her, fince her laft lying in, grew jealous of 
her, in his Turn, and made this a Handle to jufti- 
fy himfelf, for his Ufage of her, pretending now 
he had fufpe&ed her long, but that here was 
Proof} Ihe was delivered of Twins, a Boy and 
a Girl. 

The Mother fell ill, lent to her Son to recon- 
cile him to his Wife, but he would not hearken to 
it } therefore Ihe made a Will, leaving all fhe had 
in the Hands of certain Truftees, for the Ule 
of the Wife and two Children lately born, and 
died a few Days after. 

This was an ugly Turn upon him, his greateft 
Dependance being upon his Mother •, however, 
his Wife was kinder to him than he deferved, 
for Hie made him a yearly Allowance out of what 
was left, tho’ they continued to live feparate': It 
lafled near five Years } at this Time having a great 
Affe&ion for the Girl he had by his Maid, he had 
a Mind to take it Home, to live with him } but as 
all the Town knew it to be a Girl, the better to 
difguife the Matter from them, as well as from his 

Wife, 
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Wife, he had it put into Breeches, as a Boy, pre- 
tending it was a Relation’s Child he was to breed 
up to be his Clerk. 

The Wife heard he had a little Boy at Home 
he was very fond of, but as fhe did not know any 
Relation of his that had fuch a Child, fhe em- 
ploy’d a Friend to enquire further into it; this 
Perlon by talking with the Child, found it to be a 
Girl, dilcovered that the Servant-Maid was its 
Mother, and that the Husband hill kept up his 
Correfpondence with her. 

Upon this Intelligence, the Wife being unwil- 
ling that her Children’s Money fhould go towards, 
the Maintenance of Baftards, flopped the Allowance : 
The Husband enraged, in a kind of Revenge, takes 
the Maid home, and lives with her publickly, to 
the great Scandal of his Neighbours ; but he fbon 
found the bad Effect of it, for by Degrees loft his 
Pra&ice, fo that he law plainly he could not live 
there, therefore he thought of removing, and 
turning what Effects he had into ready Money ; 
he goes to Cork, and there with his Maid and 
Daughter embarques for Carolina. 

At firft he followed the Pra&ice of the Law in 
that Province, but afterwards fell into Merchan- 
dize, which proved more fuccefsful to him, for he 
gained by it lufficient to purchafe a conixderable 
Plantation: His Maid, who palled for his Wife, 
happened to dye, after which his Daughter, our 
Anne Bonny , now grown up, kept his Houfe. 

She was of a fierce and couragious Temper, 
wherefore, when fhe lay under Condemnation, fe- 
veral Stories were reported of her, much to her 
Diladvantage, as that fhe had kill’d an Englijh Ser- 
“ vant-Maid once in her Paflion with a Cafe-Knife, 
while fhe look’d after her Father’s Houfe ; but 
upon further Enquiry, I found frhis Story to be 
groundlefs : It was certain fhe was fo robuft, that 

« once 
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once, when a young Fellow would have lain with 
her^againft her Will, ihe beat him fo, that he 
lay ill of it a confiderable Time. . 

While ihe lived' with her "Father, ihe was look’d 
upon as one that would be a good Fortune, where- 
fore it was thought her Father expe&ed a good 
Match for her ; but ihe fpoilt all, for Without 
his Gonfent, ihe marries a young Fellow, who be- 
longed to the Sea, and was not worth a Groat*, 
which provoked her Father to fuch a Degree, that 
he turned her out of Doors, upon which the young 
Fellow, who married her, finding himfelf difap- 
pointed in his Expedition, ihipped himfelf and 
Wife, for the Ifland of Providence , expelling Em- 
ployment there. 

f Here ihe became acquainted with Rackam the 
Pyrate, who making Courtihip to her, foon found 
Means of withdrawing her Affeftions from her 
Husband, io that lire confented to elope from him, 
'and go to Sea with Rackam in Men’s Cloaths : 
She was as good- as her Word, and after ihe had 
been at Sea iome Time, ihe proved- with Child, 
and beginning to grow big, Rackam landed her on 
the Ifland of Cuba *, and recommending her there , 
to iome Friends of his, they took Care of her, 
till ihe was brought to Bed When ihe was up 
and well again, he lent for her to bear him 
Company. ' * : v 

The King’s Proclamation being-out, for pardon- 
ing of Pyrates, he took the Benefit of it, and fur- 
rendered • afterwards being lent upon the priva- 
teering Account, he- returned to his old Trade, as 
has been already hinted in the Story of Mary Read. 
In all thefe Expeditions*" Anne Bonny bore him Com- 
pany, and when any Bufinefs was to be done in 
their Way, no Body was more forward or coura- 
gious than ihe, and particularly when they were 
taken } ihe and Mary Read, with one' more, were 
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all the Perfons that durft keep the Deck, as has 
been before hinted. 

Her Father was known to a great many Gentle- 
men', Planters of Jamaica, who nad dealt with him, 
and among whom he had a good Reputation ; and 
fome of them, who had been in Carolina , remem- 
ber’d to have feen her in his Houfey wherefore 
they were inclined to Ihew her Favour, but the 
A&ion of leaving her Husband was an ugly Cir- 
cumftance againft her. The Day that Rackam was 
executed, by fpeciaL, Favour, he was admitted to 
fee her • but all the Comfort lhe gave him,' was, 
that Jhe was forry to fee him there , but if he had fought 
like a Man,' he need not have been bang'd like a Dog. 

She was continued in Prifon, to- the Time of 
her lying in, and afterwards reprieved from Time 
to Time but what is become of her iince, we can- 
not tell \ only this we know, that lhe was not 
executed. 
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CHAP. IX. 

O F 

Captain Howel Davis, 

And his C RE W. 

C Aptain Howel Davis was born at Milford , in 
Monmouthshire, and was from a Boy brought 
up to the Sea. The laft Voyage he made 
from England , was in the Cadogan Snow of Brifiol , 
Captain Skinner Commander, bound for the Coaft 
of Gurney , of which Snow Davis was chief Mate : 
They were no fooner arrived at Sierraleon on the 
aforefaid Coaft, but they were taken by the Py- 
rate England , who plunder’d them, and Skinner was 
barbaroufly murdered, as has been related before 
in the Story of Captain England. 

After the Death of Captain Skinner , Davis pre- 
tended that he was mightily follicited by England 
to engage with him ; but that he refolutely an- 
fwered, he would fooner be fhot to Death than fign 
the Pyrates Articles. Upon which, England, plea- 
led with his Bravery, lent him and the reft of the 
Men again on Board the Snow, appointing him 
Captain of her, in the Room of Skinner, comman- 
ding him to purfue his Voyage. He alfo gave him 
a written Paper fealed up, with Orders to open 
it when he Ihould come into a certain Latitude, 

and 
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and at the Peril of his Life follow the Orders there- 
in fet down. This was an Air of Grandeur like 
what Princes pra&ice to their Admirals and Gene- 

rals. It was punctually complied with by Davis y 

who read it to the Ship’s Company } it contained 
no Iefs than a generous Deed of Gift of the Ship 
and Cargoe, to Davis and the Crew, ordering him 
to go to Brafil and difpofe of^the Lading to the beft 
Advantage, and to make a fair and equal Dividend 
with the reft. 

Davis propofed to the Crew, whether they were 
willing to follow their Directions, but to his great 
Surprize, found the Majority of them altogether 
averfe to it, wherefore in a Rage, he bad them be 
damn’d, and go where they would. They knew 
that Part of their Cargoe was configned to certain 
Merchants at Barbadoes, wherefore they fleered 
for that Ifland. When they arrived, they related 
to thefe Merchants the unfortunate Death of Skin- 
ner , and the Propofal which had been made to them 
by Davis 7 upon which Davis was feized an,d com- 
mitted to Prifon, where he was kept three Months ; 
however, as he had been in no ACl of Pyracy, he was 
difcharged without being brought to any TryaJ, 
yet he could not expeCl any Employment there ; 
wherefore knowing that the Ifland of Providence was 
a kind of Rendevouz of Pyrates, he was refolved 
to make one amongft them, if poffible, and to that 
Purpofe, found Means of fhipping himfelf for that 
Ifland \ but he was again difappointed, for when 
he arrived there, the Pyrates had newly furren- 
dered to Captain Woods Rogers , and accepted of the 
ACt of Grace, which he had juft brought from 
England. 

However, Davis was not long out of Bufmefs, 
for Captain Rogers having fitted out two Sloops 
for Trade, one called the Buck , the other the Mum- 
vil Trader 7 Davis found an Employment on Board 

of 
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of one of them •, the Lading of thefe Sloops was of 
confiderable Value, confifting of European Goods, in 
order to be exchanged with the French and Spaniards • 
and many of the Hands on Board of them, were 
the Fy rates lately come in upon the late A£t of 
Grace: The firft Place they touched at, was the 
Bland of Martlnko , belonging to the French , where 
Davis having confpired with fome others, fife in 
the Night, fecured the Mafter and feized the 
Sloop as loon as this was done, they called to 
the other Sloop, which lay a little Way from 
them, among whom they knew there were a great 
many Hands ripe for Rebellion, and ordered them 
t-o come on Board of them \ they did fo, and the 
greateft Part of them agreed to join with Davis ; 
thole who were othenvife inclined, were lent back 
on Board the Mumvil Sloop, to go where they 
pleafed, Davis having firft taken out of her, every 
Thing which he thought might be of Ufe. 
r After this, a Counlel of War was called over a 
large Bowl of Punch, at which it was propofed to 
chufe a Commander ; the Election was loon over, 
for it fell upon Davis by a great Majority of legal 
Pollers, there was no Scrutiny demanded, for all 
gcquiefced in the Choice: As foon as he was poflefs’d 
ofhis Command, he drew up Articles, which were 
ftgned and fworn to by himfelf and the reft, then 
he made a fhort Speech, the fum of which, was, 
a Declaration of War againft the whole World. 
i After this they confulted about a proper Place 
where they might clean their Sloop, a light Pair 
of Heels being of great Ufe either to take, or ef- 
cape being taken ^ for this purpofe they made 
Choice of Coxons Hole , at the Eaft End of the 
Ifland of Cuba, a Place where they might lecure 
themfelves from Surprize, the Entrance being fo 
narrow, that one Ship might keep out a hundred. 


Here 


OfCapt. Howel Davis. 177 

Here they cleaned with much Difficulty, for they 
had no Carpenter in their Company, a Perlo.i of 
great Ufe upon fuch Exigencies ^drom hence they 
put to Sea, making to the North-Side of the Iiland 
of Hijfaniola. The firft Sail which fell in their 
Way, was a French Ship of twelve Guns \ it muft 
be obferved, that Davis had but thirty five Hand^, 
yet Proviftons began to grow fliort with him } 
wherefore he attacked this Ship, ihe loon ft ruck, 
and he lent twelve of his Hands on Board of her, 
in order to plunder : This was no l'ooner done, but 
a Sail was fpiei a great Way to Windward of them % 
they enquired of 1 the French Man what Ihe nvaht 
be, he anfwered, that he had fpoke with a Ship, the 
Day before, of 24 Guns and 60 Men, and 'he took 
this to be the fame, 

Davis then propoled to his Men to attack her, 
telling them, Ihe would be a rare Ship ror their 
Ule, but they looked upon it to be an extravagant 
Attempt, and dilcovered no Fondnefs for it, but 
he allured them he had a Stratagem in his Head 
would make all fafe-, wherefore he gave Chace, 
and ordered his Prize to do the fame. The Prize 
being a flow Sailor, Davis firft came up wich the 
Enemy, and ftanding along Side of them, fltewed 
his pyratical Colours : They, much furpriz’d, called' 
to Davis , telling him, they wondered at his Im- 
pudence in venturing to come fo near them, and 
ordered him to ftrike •, but he anfwered, that he in- 
tended to keep them in Play, till his Confort came 
up, who was able to deal with them, and that if they 
did not ftrike to him, they fhould have but bad 
Quarters ; whereupon he gave them a Broad-Side 
which they returned. 

In the mean Time the Prize drew near, who 
obliged all the Prifoners to come upon Deck in 
white Shirts, to make a Shew of Force, as they had 
been direlied by Davis they alfo hoifted a dirtv 

M Tar- 
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Tarpawlin, by Way of black Flag, they having 
no other, and fir’d a Gun : The French Men- were lb 
intimidated by this Appearance of Force, that they 
ftruck. Davis called out to the Captain to come on 
Board of him, with twenty of his Hands ; he did 
fo, and they were all for the greater Security clapt 
into I rons, the Captain excepted : Then he lent 
four of his own Men on Board the firft Prize, and 
in' order -ftill t'o carry on the Cheat, fpoke aloud, 
that they ihould give his Service to the Captain, 
and defire him to fend fome Hands on Board the 
Prize, to' fee what they hacl got ; but at the fame 
Time gave them a written Paper, with Inftruftions 
what to dd." Here he ordered them to nail up the 
Guns in the little Prize, to take out all the finiall 
Arms and Powder, and to go every Man of them 
on Board the fecond Prize ; when this was done, 
he ordered’ that more of the Prifoners fhould be 
removed out of the great Prize, into the iittle 
one, by which he fecured himfelf from any At- 
tempt which might be feared from their Numbers ; 
for thofe on Board of him were faft in Irons, and 
thofe in the little Prize had neither Arms nor Am- 
munition. - •' - v 

Thus the three Ships kept Company for 2 Days, 
when finding the great Prize to be a very dull Sai- 
lor, he thought fhe would not be fit for his Pur- 
pose, wherefore he refolved to reftore her to the 
Captain, with all his Hands; but firft, he took 
Care to take out all her Ammunition, and every 
Thing elfe which he might pofiibly want. The 
French Captain was in fuch a Rage, at being fo out- 
witted, that when he got on Board his own Ship, 
he was going to throw himfelf over-board, but was' 
prevented by his Men. 

'Having let go both his Prizes, he fleered North- 
ward, in which Courfehe took a frnall Spanijh Sloop; 
after this, he made towards the Weflern I (lands, 

but 
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hut met with no Booty thereabouts ; then he 
fleered for the Cape de Kerde Iflands, they caft An- 
chor at St. Nicholas , hoifting Englijh Colours the 
Tortvguefe inhabiting there, took him for an Englijh 
Privateer, and Davis going afhore, they both trea- 
ted him very civilly, and alio traded with him. 
Here he remained five Weeks, in \yhich Time, he 
and half his Crew, for theirPleafure, took a Jour- 
ney to the chief Town of the Ifland, which was 
19 Miles up the Country : Davis making a good Ap- 
pearance, was carelTed by the Governor and the In- 
habitants, and no Diverfion was wanting which ths 
Port ague fe could fhew, or Money could purchafe } 
after about a Week’s Stay, he came back to the Ship, 
and the reft of the Crew went to take theirPleafure 
up to the Town, in their Turn. 

At their Return they 'Clean’d their Ship, and put 
to Sea, but not with their tvhole Company •, for 
five of them, like HatmihaV s’ Men, were fo charm’d 
with the Luxuries of the Place, and the free Con- 
Verfaticn of fome Women, that they ftaid behind ; 
and one of them, whofe Name was Charles Franklin, 
a Aforimouthjhire Man, married and fettled himfelf, 
and lives there to this Day. 

From hence they failed to Bonevifla , and looked 
into that Harbour, but finding nothing, they fleer’d 
for the Ifle of May : When they arrived here, they 
met with a great many Ships and Veflels in the 
Road, all which they plundered, taking out of them 
whatever they wanted •, and alfo ftrengthen’d them- 
felves with a great many frefh Hands, who moft 
of them enter’d voluntarily. One of the Ships they 
took to their own Ufe, mounted her with twenty 
fix Guns, and call’d her the King James. There be- 
ing no frelh Water hereabouts, they made towards 
St. Jago, belonging to the Portuguefe , in order to lay 
in a Store Davis, with a few Hands, going afhore 
to find the moft commodious Place to water at, the 

M % Govfr- 
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Governor, with fome Attendants, came himfelf and 
examined who they were, and whence they came ? 
And not liking Davis 1 s Accountof himlelf, the Gover- 
nor was lo plain to tell them, he fufpe&ed them to 
be Py rates. Davis feemed mightily affronted, (lan- 
ding much upon his Honour, replying to the Gover- 
nor, he fcorn’d his Words however, as loon as his 
Back was turn’d, for fear of Accidents, he got on 
Board again as faff as he could. Davis related what 
had happened, and his Men leemed to refent the Af- 
front which had been offered him. Davis , upon this, 
told them, he was confident he couldfurprize the Fort 
in the Night-, they agreed with him to attempt it, 
and accordingly, when it grew late, they went alhore 
well arm’d ^ and the Guard which was kept, was lo 
negligent, that they got within the Fort before any 
Alarm was given : When it was too late there was 
lome little Refiftance made, and three Men killed 
on Davis's Side. Thole in the Fort, in their Hur- 
ry, run into the Governor’s Houle to fave them- 
lelves, which they barricadoed lo ftrongly, that Da- 
vis's Party could not enter it \ however, they threw 
in Granadoe-Shells, which not only ruin’d all the 
Furniture, but kill’d leveral Men within. 

When it was Day the whole Country was alarm’d, 
and came to attack the Pyrates; wherefore it not 
being their Bulinels to Hand a Siege, they made the 
belt of their Way on Board their Ship again, after 
having difmounted the Guns of the Fort. By this 
Enterprize they did a great Deal of Mifchief to 
the Tortugutfe , and but very little Good to them- 
felves. 

Having put to Sea they mutter’d their Hands, 
and found themfelves near leventy ftrong-, then 
it was propofed what Courle they Ihould fleer, and 
differing in their Opinions, they divided, and by a 
Majonty it was carried for Gambia on the Coaft of 
Gurney of this Opinion was Davis } he having been 

employ’d 
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employ’d in that Trade, was acquainted With the 
Coaft : He told them, that there was a great deal 
of Money always kept in Gambia Caftle, and that it 
would be worth their while to make an Attempt 
upon it. They ask’d him how it was polfible, fiuce 
it was garrifoned ? He defired they would leave the 
Management of it to him, and he would undertake 
to make them Matters of it. They began now to 
conceive fo high an Opinion of his Conduct, as well 
as Courage, that they thought nothing impoffible 
to him, therefore they agreed to obey him, without 
enquiring further into his Delign. 

Having come within Sight of the Place, he or- 
dered all his Men .under Deck, except as many as 
were ablolutely neceffary for working the Ship, 
that thofe from the Fort feeing a Ship with fo few 
Hands, might have no Sufpicion of her being any 
other than a trading VelTel •, then he ran dole un- 
der the Fort, and there caft Anchor } and having 
ordered out the Boat, he commanded fix Men in 
her, in old ordinary Jackets, while he himfelf^ with 
the Matter and DoOror, dreflfed themfelves like 
Gentlemen } his Defign being, that the Men fiiould 
look like common Sailors, and they like Merchants. 
In rowing alhore he gave his Men Inftru&ions 
what to fry in Cafe any Queftions fiiould be asked 
them. 

Being come to the landing Place, he was recei- 
ved by a File of Mufqueteers, and conduced into 
the Fort, where the Governor accofting them civil- 
ly, ask’d them who they were, and whence they 
came ? They anfwered they were of Liverpool, 
bound for the River of Sinnegal , to trade for Gum 
and Elephants Teeth, but that they, were chaced 
on that Coaft by two French Men of War, and nar- 
rowly efcaped being taken, having a little the 
Heels of them ; but now they were relblved to 
make the beft of a bad Market, and would Trade 

M 3 here 
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here for Slaves ^ then the Governor ask’d them, 
what was the chftf of their Cargo? They anfwer- 
ed, Iron and Plate, which were good Things 
there ^ the Governor told them he would Slave 
them to the full Value of their Cargoe, and asked 
them, if they had any European Liquor on Board ? 
they anfwered, a little for their own TJfe •, how- 
ever, a Hamper fhoutd be at his Service. The Go- 
vernor then very civilly invited them all to day 
and dine with him •, Davis told him, that being 
Commander of the Ship, he mud go on Board to 
lee her well moored, and give lome other Orders, 
but thofe two Gentlemen might day,’ and that he 
himlelf would alfo return before Dinner, and bring 
the Hamper of Liquor with him. 

While he was in the Fort, his Eyes were very 
bufy in obferving how Things lay •, he took Notice 
there was a Gentry at the Entrance, and a Guard- 
Houfe jud by it, where the Soldiers upon Duty 
commonly waited, their Arras danding in a Cor- 
ner, in a Heap •, he faw alfo a great many fmall 
Arms, in the Governor’s Hall ; now when he came 
on Board, he affured his Men of Succefs, dedring 
them not to get drunk, and that as foon as they 
faw the Flag upon the Cadle druck, they might 
conclude he was Mader, and lend twenty Hands 
immediately alhore •, in the mean Time, there be- 
ing a Sloop at Anchor near them, he fent fome 
Hands in a Boat, to fecure the Mader and all the 
Men, and bring them on Boarc} of him, lead they 
obftrving any Budle or arming in his Ship, might 
fend afhore and give Intelligence. 

Theft Precautions being taken, he ordered his 
Men, who were to go in the Boat with him, to put 
two Pair of Pidols each under their Cloaths, he 
doing the like himftlf, and gave them Directions 
to go into the Guard-Room, and to enter into 
Conyerfation \yith the Soldiers, and obferve when 
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he Ihould fire a Piftol- thro’ the Governor’s Win- 
dow, to ftart up at once and fecure the Arms in 
the Guard-Room. 

When Davis arrived, Dinner not being ready, 
the Governor propofed that they ihould pafs their 
Time in making a Bowl of Punch till Dinner-Time: 
It muft be observed, that Davis's Coxen waited 
upon them, who had an Opportunity of going 
about all Parts of the Houle, to fee what Strength 
they had, he whifpered Davis , there being no 
Perlon then in the Room, but he, (Davis) the Ma- 
iler, the Doctor, the Coxen and Governor ; Davis 
on a fudden drew out a Piftol, clapt it to the Go- 
vernor’s Bread:, telling him, he muft furrender the 
Fort and all the Riches in it, or he was a dead 
Man. The Governor being no Ways prepared for 
fuch an Attack, promifed to be very Paftive, and 
do all they defired, therefore they ftiut the Door, 
took down all the Arms that hung in the Hall, 
and loaded them. Davis fires his Piftol thro’ the 
Window, upon which his Men, without, executed 
their Part of the Scheme, like Heroes, in an Inftant; 
getting betwixt the Soldiers and their Arms, all 
with their Piftols cock’d in their Hands, while one 
of them carried the Arms out. When this was 
done, they locked the Soldiers into the Guard- 
Room, and kept Guard without. 

In the mean Time one of them ftruck the Union 
Flag on the Top of the Caftle, at which Signal 
thofe on Board fent on .Shore a Reinforcement of 
Hands, and they got Polfeffion of the Fort with- 
out the leaft Hurry or Confufion, or lb much as a 
Man loft of either Side- 

Davis harangued the Soldiers, upon which a 
great many of them took on with him, thofe 
who refufed, he fent on Board the little Sloop, 
and becaule he would not beat the Trouble of a 
Guard for them, he ordered all the Sails and Cables 
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out of her, which might hinder them from attempt- 
ing to get away. 

This Day was fpent in a kind of Rejoycing, the 
Caftle firing her Gun" to falute the Ship, and the 
Ship the Caftle ; but the next Day they minded 
their Bufinefs, that is, they fell to plundering, but 
they found Things fall vaitly inert of their Ex- 
pectation •, for they difeovered, that a areat deal of 
Money had been lately fent away ; however, they 
met with the Value of about two thoufand Pounds 
Sterling in Bar Go'd, and a great many other rich 
Effects: Every Thing they liked, which was por- 
table, they brought aboard their Ship-, fome Things 
which thev had no Ufe for, they were fo generous 
to make a Prefent of, to the M after and Crew of the 
little Sloop, to whom they al fo returned his Veifel 
again, and then they fell to work in demounting 
the Gun?, and demolifhing the Fortifications. 

After they had done as much Mifchief as they 
could, and were weighing Anchor to be gone, they 
fpy’d a Ship bearing down upon them in full Sail ; 
they fbon got their Anchor’s up, and were in a 
Read'nefs to receive her. This Sh : p prov’d to be 
a French Pyrate of fourteen Guns and fixty four 
Bands, half French, half Negroes-; the Captain’s 
Name was La Boiefe ; he expected no lefs than a rich 
Prize, which made him fo eager in the Chace ; but 
when he came r ear enough to fee their Guns, and 
the Number of their Hands upon Deck, he began 
to think he fnould catch a 'tartar, and fuppofed her 
to be a final! Englijh Man of War ; however, fince 
there was no efcaping, he refolved to do a bold and 
defperate Action, which was to board Davis. As 
he was making towards her, for this Purpofe, he 
fired a pm , and hoifted his black Colours ; Davis 
returned the Salute, and hoifted his black Colours 
alfo. The French Mari was not a little pleafed at this 
happy Mi flake ; they both hoifted .out their Boats, 
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and the Captains went to meet and congratulate 
one another with a Flag of Truce in their Sterns ; 
a great many Civilities patted between them, and 
La Boufe defired Davis, that they might fail down 
the Ccaft t-'ge f her, that he (La Boufe) might get 
a better Sh'p: Davis agreed to it, and very cour- 
teoufly promifed him the firft Ship he took, fit for 
his Ufe, he would give him, as being willing to 
encourage a willing Brother. 

The firft Place they touch’d at, was Sierraleon , 
where at firft going in, they fpied a tall Ship at 
Anchor • Davis being the beft Sailor firft came up 
with her, and wondering that fhe did not try to make 
off, fufpefted her to be a Ship of Force. As foon as 
he came along Side of her, fhe brought a Spring 
upon her Cable, and fired a whole Broadfide upon 
Davis , at the fame Time hoifted a black Flag ; 
Davis hoifted his black Flag in like Manner, and 
fired one Gun to Leeward. 

In fine, fhe proved to be a Pyrate Ship of twenty 
four Guns, commanded by one Cocklyn , who expect- 
ing thefe two would prove Prizes, Jet them come 
in, leaft his getting under Sail might 'frighten 
them away. 

This Satisfaction was great on all Sides, at this 
Junction of Confederates and Brethren in Iniquity 
two Days they fpent in improving their Acquain- 
tance and Friendfhip, the third Day Davis and Cock- 
lyn, agreed to go in La Boufe’’ s Brigantine and attack 
the Fort •, they contrived it fo, as to get up thither 
by high Water ; thofe in the Fort fufpeCVed them 
to be what they really were, and therefore flood 
upon their Defence ^ when the Brigantine came 
within Musket-Shot, the Fort fired all their Guns 
upon her, the Brigantine did the like upon the 
Fort, and fo held each other in Play for feveral 
Hours, whent' the two confederate Ships were come 
jup to the Afliftance of the Brigantine j thofe who 

defend- 
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defended the Fort, feeing fuch a dumber of Hands 
on Board thefe' Ships, had not the Courage to 
ftand it any longer, but abandoning the Fort, -left 
it to the Mercy of the Pyrates. 

They took PoiTeilion of it, and continued there 
near ieven Weeks, in which Time they all cleaned 
their Ships. We ihould have obferved,. that a Galley 
came into the .Road while they were there, which 
Davis infilled Ihould be yielded to La, Boufe , accor- 
ding to his Word of Honour before given } Cock- 
lyn did not oppofe it, fo La Boufe went into her, 
with his Crew, : and Cutting away her half Deck, 
mounted her with twenty four Guns. 

Having called a Counfel of War, they agreed to 
fail down the Coaft together, and for the greater 
Grandeur, appointed a Commadore, which was 
Davis i but they had not kept Company long, 
when drinking together on Board of Davis , they 
had like to have fallen together by the Ears, the 
ftrong Liquor ftirring up a Spirit of Difcord among 
them, and they quarrelled, but Davis put an End 
to it, by this fhprt Speech : — — Heads, ye, you Cock- 
lin and La Boufe, I fad by (Irengthening you , I have 
put a Rod into your Hands to whip my felf but Dm fi HI able 
to 'deal with yo.u both-,, but (ince we mep in Love , let. us 
part in Love , for 1 find , that three of a Trade, can: never 

agree. Upon which the other two .went on Board, 

their refpellive Ships, and immediately parted, each 
fleering a different Gourfo. 

Davis held- oil his Way down the Coaft, and 
making Cape Appollonia, he met with two Scotch 
and one Englifh VeiTel, whichhe plundered, and then 
let go. About five Days after he fell in, with a Dutch 
Interloper of thirty Guns and ninety Men, (half 
being Englifh, ) off Cape Three Points Bay •, Davis com- 
ing up along Side of her, the Dutch Man gave the 
firft Fire, and pouring in a broad-Side upton Davis, 
killed nine of his Men, Davis returned it, and a 

very 
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vefy hot Engagement followed, which lafted from 
one a Clock at Noon, till nine next Morning, 
when the Dutch Man ftruck, and yielded her felf 
their Prize, o ' 

Davis fitted up the Dutch Ship for his own 
Ufe, and called her the Rover, aboard of which-he 
mounted thirty two Guns, and twenty feven Swi- 
vels, and proceeded with her and the King James, 
to "Anamahoe-, he entered the Bay betwixt the Hours 
of twelve and one at Noon, and found. there three 
Ships lying at Anchor, who were trading for Ne- 
groes, Gold and Teethe The Names of thefe Ships 
were the Hin\ Pink, Captain Hall Commander, the 
Tnncefs , Captain Plumb, of which Roberts, who will 
make a confiderable Figure in the fequel of this 
Hiftory, was fecond Mate, and the Morrice Sloop, 
Captain Fin;, he takes thefe Ships without any Re- 
finance, and having plundered them, he makes a 
Prelent of one of them, viz., the Morrice Sloop, to 
the Dutch Men, on Board of which alone were found, 
a hundred and forty Negroes, befides dry Goods, 
and a confiderable Quantity of Gold-Duft. 

It happened there were feveral Canoes along Side 
of this laft, when Davis came in, who faved them- 
lelves and got afhore j thefe gave Notice at the 
Fort, that thefe Ships, were Pyrates, upon -which 
the Fort fired upon them, but without any. Exe- 
cution, for their Mettle was not of Weight enough 
to reach them Davis therefore, by Way of De- 
fiance, hoifted his black Flag and returned their 
Compliment. 

The fame Day he fail’d, with his three Ships, 
making his : Way down the Coaft towards Princes , a 
Portuguefe Colony ; But, before we proceed any far- 
ther in Davis's Story, we fhall give our Reader an 
Account of the Portuguefe Settlements on this Coaft, 
with other curious Remarks, as they were commu- 
nicated to me by an ingenious Gentleman, lately ar- 
yed from thofe Parts, A De- 
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A Defcription of the Ijlands of St. Thome, 
Del Principe, and Annobono. 

r A S the Tortuguefe were the great Improvers of 
ji\. Navigation, and the firft Europeans who traded 
too and fettled on the Coaftsof Africa , even round 
to India, and made thofe Difcoveries, which now 
turn fo much to the Advantage of other Nations, 
it may not be amifs, previously to a Defcription 
of thofe Iflands, to hint on that wonderful Pro- 
perty of the Loadftone, that a little before had been 
found out, and enabled them to purfue fuch new and 
daring Navigations. 

The attractive Power of the Loadftone, was uni- 
rerfally known with the Ancients, as may be be- 
lieved by its being a native Foil'd of the Grecians , 
(Magnes a Magnejia') but its directive, or polar Vir- 
tue, has only been known to us within this 350 
Years, and faid to be found out by John Goia of 
Malphi, in the Kingdom of Naples , Trima dedit nau- 
tis ufum magnetis Am alp hi • tho’ others think, and 
affure us, it was tranfported by Taulus Venetus from 
China to Itply, like the other famous Arts of moderii 
Ufe with us, PRINTING and the Vfe of GUNS. 

The other Properties or Improvements of the 
Magnet, viz.. Variation, or its DefluOrion from an 
exaCt N. or S. Line, Variation of that Variation, and 
its Inclination, were the Inventions of Sehaftian Ca* 
hot , Mr. Gellihrand , and Mr. Norman \ the Inclinati- 
on of the Needle, or that Property whereby it 
keeps an Elevation above the Horizon, in all Pla- 
ces but under the Equator, (where its Parallel) is 
as furprizing a Phenomenon as any, and was the 
Difcovery of our Countrymen •, and could it be 
found regular, I imagine would very much help to- 
wards the Difcovery of Longitude, at leaf! would 
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point out better Methods than hitherto known, 
when Ships drew nigh Land, which would anfwer 
as ufeful an End. 

Before the Verticity and Ule of the Compafs, the 
Portuguefe Navigations had extended no farther 
than Cape Non, (it was their ne plus ultra,) and 
therefore fb called •, diftrefs of Weather, indeed, 
had drove fome Coafters to Porto Santo , and Madera , 
before any certain Method of fleering was inven- 
ted •, but after the Needle was feen thus infpired. 
Navigation every Year improved under the great 
Incouragements of Henry , Alphonfus , and John II. 
Kings of Portugal , in Part of the 14th and in 
the 1 5th Century. 

King Alphonfus was not fo much at leafure as his 
PredecefTor, to purfue thele Difcoveries, but ha- 
ving feen the Advantages accrued to Portugal by 
them, and that the Pope had confirmed the per- 
petual Donation of all they fhould difcover be- 
tween Cape Bajadore and India , inclufively, he refol- 
ved not to negleft the proper Afliftance, and farm- 
ed the Profits that did or might enfue to one Bernard 
Gomez. ., a Citizen of Lisbon , who was every Voyage 
obl : ged to difcover 100 Leagues, ftill farther on: 
And about the Year 1470 made thefe Iflands, the 
only Places (of all the confiderable and large 
Colonies they had in Africa ,) that do now remain 
to that Crown. 

St. Thome is the principal of the three, whole 
Governour is ftiled Captain General of the Iflands, 
and from whom the other at Princes receives his 
Commiflion, tho’ nominated by the Court of Portugal : 
It is a Bifhoprick with a great many fecular Clergy 
who appear to have neither Learning nor Devotion, 
as may be judged by feveral of them being Ne- 
groes .• One of the Chief of them, invited us to 
hear Mafs, as a Diverfion to pafs Time away, 
where he, and his inferior Brethren afted fuch af- 
fected 
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feflrOd -Geftures and Strains of Voice, as fhewed to' 
their Dishonour, they had no other Aim than 
p leafing us ^ and what I think was ftill worle, it 
was-not without a View of Intereft • for as thefe 
Clergy are the chief Traders, they ftoop to piti- 
ful and Icandalous Methods for ingratiating them- 
lelves : They and the Government, on this tra- 
ding Account, maintain as great Harmony, being 
ever jealous of each other, and pra&ifing little 
deceitful Arts to monopolize what Strangers have 
to offer For falej whether Toys or Cloaths, which 
of all Sorts are ever Commodious with the Portu- 
gucfe, in all Parts of the World ^ an ordinary Suit Of 
Black will fell for feven or eight Pound • a Turnftile 
Wig of four Shillings, for a Moidore j a Watch of 
forty Shillings, for fix Pound, &c. > 1 ' 

The Town is ofmean Building, but large anH popu- 
lous, -the Refidence of the greater Part of the Na- 
tives, -who, thro’ the whole Iilahd, are computed 
at ipooo, the Militia, at 3000, and are in general, 
a' rafcally thievifh Generation, as an old grave 
Friend of mine can Witnels ; for he having car- 
ried a- Bag of fecond hand Cloaths on Shore, to 
truck for Provifions, feated himfelf on the Sand 
for that Purpofe, prefently gathered a Crowd 
found him, to view them j one of which defired to 
know the Price of a black Suit, that unluckily 
Jay uppermoft, and was the. beft of them, agree- 
ing to the Demand, with little Hefitation, provid- 
ed it would but fit him •, he put them on im- 
mediately, in as much hurry as pofiible, without 
any co-liccntia Scignor and when my Friend was 
about to commend the Goodnefs of the Suit, and 
Exa&nefs they fet with, not dreaming of the Im- 
pudence of running away from a Crowd, the Rafcal 
■took to his Heels, my Friend followed and bawl- 
ed very much, and tho’ there was 500 People 
about the Place, it ferved to no other End but 

making 
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making him a clear Stage, that the beft Pair of 
Heel's might carry it*, lo he loft the Suit of Cloaths, 
and before he could return to his Pag, others of 
them had beat off his Servant, and ihared .'the 

reft. : .’-W ‘ . * 

Moft of the Ships from Gumy, of their own 
Nation, and frequently thole of ours, call at one 
or other of thefe Illands, to recruit with frefh Prp- 
vilions, and take in Water, which on the • Cotfft 
are not lo good, nor fo conveniently to come by : 
Their own Ships likewife, when they touch here, 
are obliged to leave the King his Cuftom for their 
Slaves, which is always in Gold, at lo much a 
Head, without any Dedu&ion At Brafil, for the 
Mortality that may happen afterwards •, this by 
being a conftant Banff to pay - off the civil and mi- 
litary Charges of ‘the Government, prevents the 
Inconveniency of Pvemittances,, &nd keeps both it 
and Trinces Ille rich enough to pay ready Money 
for every Thing they want of 'turopekns,. 

Their Beefs' are fmall and lean, ( two hundred 
Weight or a little more,) but the Goats, Hogs and 
Fowls very good, their Sugar courfe and dirty, 
and Rum very ordinary ^ as thefe Refirefhments 
lay moft with People who are in want of other 
Neceffaries, they come to usHn Way of bartering, 
very cheap : A good Hog for an old Cutlalh *, a fat 
Fowl for a Span of Brafil Tobacco, , (no other Sort 
being valued, &c. ) But with Money you give 
eight Dollars per Head for Cattle ; three Dollars for 
a Goat ; fix Dollars for a grown Hog } a Teftune and 
a Half for a Fowl •, a Dollar per Gallon for Rum y 
two Dollars a Roove for Sugar ^ and half a Dollar 
for a Dozen of Paraquets: Here is Plenty like-’ 
wife of Corn and Farine, of Limes, Citrons and 
Yararas. 

The Ifland is reckoned nigh a Square, each Side 
18 Leagues long, hilly, and lays under the Rqui- 
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noBial, a wooden Bridge juft without the Town, 
being faid not to deviate the leaft Part of a Minute, 
either to the Southward or Northward \ and not- 
vvithftanding this warm Scituation, and continual 
vertical Suns, the Iftanders are very healthy, im- 
puted by thole who are dilpofed to be merry, in a 
great Meafure to the Want of even fo much as 
one Surgeon or Phyftcian amongft them. 

Ille Del Principe, the next in Magnitude, a plea* 
lant and delightful Spot to the grave, and thought- 
full Difpofition of the Portugueje , an Improvement of 
Country Retirement, in that, this may be a happy 
and uninterrupted Retreat from the wholeWorld. 

I lhall divide what I have to fay on this Illand, 
into Obfervations made on our Approach to it, 
on the Seas round it, the Harbour, Produce of 
the Illand and Seafons, Way of Living among the 
Inhabitants, fome Cuftom of the Negroes, with 
luch proper Deductions on each as may illuftrate 
the Defcription, and inform the Reader. 

We were bound hither from Whydah , at the 
latter Part of the Month July, when the Rains 
are over, and the Winds hang altogether S. W. (as 
they do before the Rains, S. E.) yet with this 
Wind ( when at Sea) we found the Ship gained 
unexpectedly lo far to the Southward, (i, e. Wind- 
ward,) that we could with eale have weathered 
any of the Illands, and this feems next to impof- 
fible fhouldbe, if the Currents, which were ftrong 
to Leeward, in the Road of Whydah, had extended 
in like Manner crofs the Bite of Benin : No, it mult 
then have been very difficult to have weathered 
even Cape Formofa : On this Occafion, l lhall farther 
expatiate upon the Currents on the whole Coaft 
of Gurney. 

The Southern Coaft of Africa runs in a Line of 
Latitude, the Northern on an Eaftern Line, but 
both ftrait, with the fevveft Inlets, Gulphs or 
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Bays, of either of the four Continents • the only- 
large and remarkable one, is that of Benin and Ca- 
labar, towards which the Currents of each Coaft 
tend, and is ftrongeft from the Southward, be- 
caute more open to a larger Sea, whole rifing ic 
is (tho’ little 'and indifcernable at any Diftance 
from the Land,) that gives rife to thefe Currents 
clofe in Shore, which are nothing but Tides altered 
and difturbed by the Make and Shape of Lands. 

For Proof of this, I fhall lay down the following 
Obfervations as certain Fads. That in the Rivers 
of Gambia and Slerraleon , in the Straits and Chan- 
nels of Benin , and in general along the whole 
Coaft, the Flowings are regular on the Shores, 
with this Difference*, that, in the abovemention’d 
Rivers, and in the Channels of Benin , where the 
Shore contrad the Waters into a narrow Compafs, 
the Tides are ftrongand high, as well as regular \ 
but on the dead Coaft, where it makes an equal 
Reverberation, flow and low, ('not to above two 
or three Foot,) increafing as you advance towards 
Benin *, and this is farther evident in that at Cape 
Corf, Succonda and Commenda , and where the Land 
rounds and gives any Stop, the Tides flow regularly 
to four Foot and upwards *, when on an evener 
Coaft, (tho’ next adjoining,) they ftiall not exceed 
two or three Foot *, and ten Leagues out at Sea, 
(where no fuch Interruption is, ) they become 
fcarcely, if at all, perceptible. 

What I would deduce from this, befides a Con- 
firmation of that ingenious Theory of the Tides, 
by Captain Halley is firft, that the Ships bound to 
Angola, Cabenda, and other Places on the Southern 
Coaft of Africa , ftiould crofs the >y£cjuinottial from 
Cape Palmas , and run into a Southern Latitude, 
without keeping too far to the Weftward ; and 
the Reafbn feems plain, for if you endeavour 
to crofs it about the Iflands, you meet Calms, 
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foutherly Winds and oppofite Currents; and if 
too far to the Weft ward, the trade Winds are ftrong 
and unfavourable ; for it obliges you to ftand in- 
to 28 or 30° Southern Latitude, till they are va- 
riable. 

Secondly, On the Northern Side of Gulncy , if 
Ships are bound from the Gold-Coajl to Sierraleon , 
Gambia, or elfewhere to Windward, confidering 
the Weaknels of thefe Currents, and the Favou- 
rablenefs of Land Breezes, and Southerly in the 
Rains, Turnadoes, andeven of theTradeWind, when 
a-breaft of Cape Palmas, it is more expeditious to 
purfue the Paffage this Way, than by a long per- 
ambulatory Courle of 4 or 500 Leagues to the 
Weftward, and as many more to the Northward, 
which muft bebefore a Wind can be obtained, that 
could recover the Coaft. 

Laftly, It is, in a great Meafure, owning to this 
want of Inlets, and the Rivers b e i n S fmall and 
unnavigable, that the Seas rebouhd with fo dan- 
gerous a Surfi? thro’ the whole Continent. 

Round the Shores of this Ifland, and at this Sea- 
fon, (July, Augufl and September ,) there is a great 
Refort of Whale-Filh, tame, and fporting very 
nigh the Ships as they fail in, always in Pairs, the 
Female much the fmaller, and often feen to turn 
on their Backs for Dalliance, the Prologue to en- 
gendring : It has an Enemy, called the Threfher, 
a large Fifh too, that has its Haunts here at this 
Seafoji, and encounters the Whale, raiftng him- 
felfoutof the Water a confiderable Heighth, and 
falling again with great Weight and Force ; it is 
commonly laid alfo, that there is a Sword Fifh 
in thefe Battles, who pricks’ the Whale up to the 
Surface again, but without this, I believe, he would 
fuffocate when put to quick Motions, unlefs fre- 
quently approaching the Air, to ventilate and re- 
move the Impediments to a fwift^r Circulation : 
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Nor do I think he is battled for Prey, but to re- 
move him from what is perhaps the Food of both. 
The Number of Whales here has put the fome- 
times on thinking an advantageous Fifhery might 
be made of it, but I prefume they (no more than 
thofeof Brafil) are the Sort which yield the pro- 
fitable Part, called Whale-Bone : All therefore that 
the Inlanders do, is now and then to go out with 
two or three Canoes, and fet on one for Di- 
verfion. 

The Rocks and outer Lines of the Ifland, are; 
the Haunts of variety of Sea-Birds, efpecially 
Boobies and Noddies the former are of the Big— 
of a Gull, and a dark Colour, named fo from their 
Simplicity, becaufe they often fit Bill and let the 
Sailors take them up in their Hands ^ but I fancy 
this fucceeds more frequently from their Weari- 
nefs, and the Largenefs of their Wings, which, 
when they once have refted, cannot have the Scope 
neceffary to raife and float them on the Air again* 
The Noddies are fmaller and flat footed alfo; 

What I would remark more of them, is, the ad- 
mirable Inftinfl: in thefe Birds, for the proper Sea- 
Ions, and the proper Places for Support. In the 
aforemeution’d Months, when the large Fifh were 
here, numerous Flocks of Fowl attend for the 
Spawn and Superfluity of their Nourifhment ; and 
in January few of either •, for the fame Reafon, 
there are fcarce any Sea Fowl feen on the Jfricari 
Coaft } Rocks and Iflands being generally their 
belt Security and Subfiftance* 

The Harbour of Princes is at the E. S. E. Point 
of the Ifland i, the North-Side has gradual Soun- 
dings, but here deep Water, having no Ground 
at a Mile off with 140 Fathom of Line. The Port 
( when in) is a frnooth narrow Bay, fafe from Winds, 
( unleis a little Swell when Southerly) and draugh* 
ted into other fmaller and fandy Ones, convenient 
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for railing of Tent?, Watering, and havvling the 
Seam the whole protected by a Fort, or rather 
Battery, of a dozen Guns on the Larboard-Side. 
At the Head of the Bay hands the Town, about a 
Mile from the anchoring Place, and confifts of two 
or three regular Streets, of wooden built Houles, 
where the Governor and chief Men of the Hland 
relide. Here the Water grows lhallow for a con- 
fiderable Diftance, and the Natives, at every Ebb, 
(having before encompalfed every convenient Angle 
with a Rifo of Stones, fomething like Weirs in Eng- 
land) refort for catching of Filh, which, with them, 
is a daily Diveriion, as well as Subliltance, 500 at- 
tending with Sticks and wicker Baskets •, and if they 
cannot dip them with one Hand, they knock them 
down with the other. The Tides rife regularly 6 
Foot in the Harbour, and yet not half that Heighth 
without the Capes that make the Bay. 

Here are conftantly two Miifionaries, who are 
lent for fix Years to inculcate the Chriftian Prin- 
ciples, and more efpecially attend the Converlion 
ox the Negroes % the prelent are Venetians, inge- 
nious Men, who leem to defpile the loofe Morals 
and Behaviour of the Seculars, and complain of 
them as of the Slaves, ut Color Mores funt nigri. They 
have a neat Conventual-Houfe and a Garden appro- 
priated, which, by their own lnduftry and Labour, 
not only thrives with the feveral Natives of the 
Soil, but many Exoticks and Curiofities. A Fruit 
in particular, larger than a Chefnut, yellow, con- 
taining two Stones, with a Pulp, or clammy Sub- 
ftance about them, which, when luck’d, exceeds 111 
Sweetnels, Sugar or Honey, and has this Property 
beyond them, of giving a fweetTafte to every Li- 
quid you fwallow for the whole Evening after. The 
only Plague infelting the Garden, is a Vermin called 
Land-Crabs, in vaft Numbers, of a bright red Co- 
lour, (in other Refpe&s like the Sea ones) which 
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burrough in thefe landy Soils like Rabbets, and are 
as fhy. 

The Ifland is a plealant Intermixture of Hill 
and Valley •, the Hills fpread with Palms, Coco- 
Nuts, and Cotton-Trees, with Numbers of Mon- 
keys and Parrots among them •, the Valleys with 
fruitful Plantations of Tamms-, Kula’u , Papas, Va- 
riety of Sallating, Ananas, or Pine-Apples, Gua- 
vas, Plant anes. Bon anas , Afanyocos , and Indian 
Corn with Fowls, Guinea Hens, Mufcovy Ducks, 
Goats, Hogs, Turkies, and wild Beefs, with each a 
little Village of Negroes, who, under the Direction 
of their feveral Mailers, manage the Cultivation, 
and exchange or fell them for Money, much after 
the fame Rates with the People of St. Thome. 

I {hall run a Defcription of the Vegetables, with 
their Properties, not only becaufe they are the Pro- 
duce of this Ifland, but moft of them of Africa in 
general. 

The Palm-Trees are numerous on the Shores of 
Africa, and may be reckoned the firlt of their na- 
tural Curioflties, in that they afford them Meat, 
Drink and Cloathing •, they grow very ftraight to 
40 and <;o Foot high, and at the top (only) have 
3 or 4 Circles of Branches, that ipread and make a 
capacious Umbrella. The Trunk is very rough 
with Knobs, either Excrefcencies, or the Healings 
of thole Branches that were lopped off to forward 
the Growth of the Tree, and make it anfwer bet- 
ter in its Fruit. The Branches are ftrongly tied 
together with a Cortex, which may be unravelled 
to a conflderable Length and Breadth ; the inward 
Lamella of this Cortex, I know are wove like a 
Cloath at Benin, and afterwards died and worn : 
Under the Branches, and clofe to the Body of the 
Tree, hang the Nuts, thirty Bunches perhaps on 
a Tree, and each of thirty Pound Weight, with 
prickly Films from between them, not'unrefem- 
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fembling Hedge-Hogs-, of thefe Nuts comes a li- 
quid and pieafant fcented Oyl, ufed as Food and 
Sauce till over the Cpaft, but chiefly in the Wind- 
ward Parts of Africa, where they ftamp, boil and 
skim it ofl in great Quantities underneath, where 
the Branches fallen, they tap for Wine, called 
Cockra, in this Manner } the Negroes who are 
rnoftly limber aftive Fellows, encompafs them- 
felves and the Trees with a Hoop of ftrong With, 
and run up with a great deal of Agility at the 
Bottom of a Branch of Nuts, he mal es an Exca- 
vation of an Inch and a half over, and tying faft 
his Calabalh, leaves it to deftil, which it does to 
two or three Quarts in a Night’s Time, when done 
he plugs it up, and choofes another for if fuffered 
to run too much, or in the Day Time, the Sap is 
unwarily exhaufted, and the Treefpoiled: The 
Liquor thus drawn, is of a whey ill 1 Colour, in- 
toxicating and fours in 24 Hours, but when new 
drawn, is pleafantefi to tbirfl and hunger both : It is 
from thefe Wines they draw their Arack in India. 
On the very Top of the Palm, grows a Cabbage, 
called fo, 1 believe, from fome refemblance its Taft 
is thought to have with ours, and is ufed like it } 
the Covering has a Down that makes the belt of 
Tinder, and the Weavings of other Parts are drawn 
out into ftrong Threads. 

Coco-Nut-Treej are branch’d like, but not fo tall 
as, Palm Trees, the Nut like them, growing under 
the Branches, and clofe to the Trunk} the milky 
Liquor they contain, (to half a Pint or more,) is 
often drank to quench Thirft, but lurfeiting, and 
this may be oblerved in their Way of Nourifh- 
|hent, that when the Quantity of Milk is large, 
the Shell and Meat are very thin, and harden and 
thicken in Proportion, as that lofes. 

Cotton Trees alfo are the Growth of all Parts of 
Africlt, as well as the Blands, of vaft Bignefs, yet 
' *' not 
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not Co incremental as the Shrubs or Bulhes of five 
or fix Foot high *, thefe bear a Fruit (if it may be 
Co called) about the Bignefs of Pigeons Eggs, which 
as the Sun fwells and ripens, burfts forth and difi 
covers three Cells loaded with Cotton, and Seeds 
in the Middle of them : This in moil: Parts the Ne- 
groes know how to fpin, and here at Nicongo and 
the liland St. Jago, how to weave into Cloths. 

Tamms are a common Root, fweeter but not un- 
like Potato’s : Kulalv, a Herb like Spinnage .• Papa, 
a Fruit lefs than the Imalleft Pumkins^ they are 
all three for boiling, and to be eat with Meat ; 
the latter are improved by the Englijli into a Tur- 
nip or an Apple Taft, with a due Mixture of But- 
ter or Limes. 

Guavas, a Fruit as large as a Pipin, with Seeds 
and Stones in it, of an uncouth aftringing Taft, tho’ 
never lo much be faid in Commendation of it, at the 
Weft-Indies , it is common for Craolians, (who has 
tailed both,) to give it a Preference to Peach or 
Ne&arine, no amazing Thing when Men whole 
Tafts are fo degenerated, as to prefer a Toad in a 
Shell, (as Ward calls Turtle,) to Venilon, and Ne- 
groes to fine Engl ifi Ladies. 

Plantanes and Bor an o’ s are Fruit of oblong Fi- 
gure, that I think differ only fecmdum Major & 
Minus , if any, the latter are preferable, and by be- 
ing lefs, are juicier ^ they areufually, when Grip- 
ped of their Coat, eat at Meals inftead of Bread: 
The Leaf of this Plantane is an admirable Deter- 
gent, and, externally applied, 1 have feen cure the 
moft obftinate fcorbutick Ulcers. 

Manyoco. A Root that ihoots its Branches about 
the heighth of a Currant Bulk; from this Root 
the Illanders make a Farine or Flower, which they 
fell at three Ryals a Roove, and drive a confidera- 
ble Trade for it with the Ships that call in. The 
manner of making it, isfirftto prefs the Juice from it 
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(which is poifonous) done here with Engines, and 
then the Negroe Women, upon a rough Stone, rub 
it into a granulated Flower, referred in their Hou- 
fes, either to boil, as we do our Wheat, and is a 
hearty Food for the Slaves-, or make it into a 
Bread, fine, white, and well tailed, for themfelves. 
One thing worth taking Notice about Manycco in this 
Ifland, is, that the Woods abound with a wildpoi- 
fonous and more mortiferous Sort, which fometimes 
Men, unskilled in the Preparation of it, feed on to 
their Deftruftion ; This the Millionaries allured me 
they often experimented in their Hogs, and belie- 
ved we did in the Mortality of our Sailors. 

Indian Corn , is likewife as well as the Faritic de 
Manyoco and Rice, the common Vi&ualliftg of our 
Slave Ships, and is afforded here at i ooo Heads for 
two Dollars. This Corn grows eight or nine Foot 
high, on a hard Reed or Stick, fhooting forth at e- 
very fix Inche,s Heighth, fome long Leaves ; it has 
always an Ear, or rather Head, at top, of, perhaps, 
400 Fold Increafe ; and often two, three, or more, 
Midway, 

Here are fome Tamarind Trees-, another called 
Cola, whole Fruit, or Nut (about twice theBignefs 
of a Cheftnut, and bitter) is chewed by the Tor- 
tuguez.e, to give a fweet Guff to their Water which 
they drink; but above all, I was fhewn the Bark of 
one (whofe Name 1 do not know ) gravely affirm’d 
to have a peculiar Property of enlarging the Virile 
Member ; 1 am not fond of fuch Conceits, nor be- 
lieve it in the Power of any Vegetables, but muft 
acknowledge, 1 have feen Sights of thj,s kind among 
- the Negroes very extraordinary -, yet, that there 
may be no Wiffies among the Ladies for the Impor- 
tation of this Bark, I muft acquaint them, that 
they are fpund to grow lefs merry, as they encreafe 
In Bulk. 1 had like to have forgot their Cinnamon 
Trees; there is only one Walk of them, and is the 
* ' '■ ' Entrance 


Of Capt. How el Davis. ooi 

Entrance of the Governor’s Villa ; they thrive ex- 
treemly well, and the Bark not inferior to our Cin- 
namon from India ; why they and other Spice, in a 
Soil lb proper, receive no farther Cultivation, is, 
probably, their Sufpicion, that lb rich a Produce, 
might make fome potent Neighbour take a Fancy to 
the Ifland. 

They have two Winters, or rather Springs, and 
two Summers : Their Winters, which are the rainy 
Seafbns, come in September and February , or A I arch, 
and hold two Months, returning that Fatnefs and 
generative Power to the Earth, as makes it yield 
a double Crop every Year, with little Sweat or 
Labour. 

Hie Ver Affiduum atejue Alienis Menfibus z.Efias 
Bis gravida Pecudes , bis Pomis utilis arbos- 

Their fir ft coming is with Travado’s , i. c. fudden 
and hard Gufts of Wind, with Thunder, Light- 
ning and heavy Showers, but fhort •, and the next 
new or full Moon at thofe Times of the Year, infal- 
libly introduces the Rains, which once begun, fall 
with little Intermiffion, and are obferved coldeft in 
February. Similar to thefe are rainy Seafons alfo 
overall the Coaft of Africa : If there may be al- 
lowed any general Way of calculating their Time, 
thev happen from the Courfe of the Sun, as it re- 
fpe&s the ?Ariquino[lial only for if thefe c/Eyuinr.xe; 
prove rainy Seafbns all over the World (as I am apt 
to think they are) whatever fecret Caufe operates 
with that Station of the Sun to produce them, will 
more effe&q^lly do it in thofe vicine Latitudes ; 
and therefore, as the Sun advances, the Rains are 
brought on the I Vbydab and Gold Coaft, by April, 
and on the Windwardnioft Part of Guiney by May : 
The other Seafon of the Sun’s returning to the 
Southward, make them more uncertain and irregu- 
lar In Northern Africa } but then to the Southward 
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again, they proceed in like manner, and are at 
Cape Lopez, in Oll.ober, at Angola in November, &C. 

The Manner of living among the Tortuguez.e here 
is, with the utmoft Frugality and Temperance, e- 
ven to Penury and Starving; a familiar 1 nftance of 
Proof is, in the Voracity of their Dogs, who find- 
ing fuch clean Cupboards at home, are wild in a 
manner with Hunger, and tare up the Graves of 
the Dead for Food, as I have often feen : They 
themlelves a're lean with Covetoufnefs, and that 
Chriftian Vertue, which is often the Refult of it, 
Selfdenyal ; and would train up their Cattle in the 
lame way, could they fetch as much Money, or 
had not they their Provifion more immediately of 
Providence. The beftof them ('excepting the Go- 
vernor now and then) neither pay nor receive any 
Vifits of Efcapade or Recreation; they meet and 
lit down at each others Doors in the Street every 
Evening, and as few of them, in fo fmall an lfland, 
can have their Plantations at any greater Diftance, 
than that they may fee it every Day if they will, 
io the Subject of their Talk is moftly how Affairs 
went there, with their Negroes, or their Ground, 
and then part with one another innocently, but 
empty, 

The Negroes have yet no hard Duty with them, 
they are rather Flappy in Slavery ; for as their Food 
is chiefly Vegetables, that could no way el/e be ex- 
pended, there is no Murmurs bred on that account ; 
and as their Bufinefs is Domeftick, either in the Ser- 
vices of the Houfe, or in Gardening, Sowing, 
or Planting, they have no more than what every 
Man would prefer for Health and Pleafure ; the 
hardeft of their Work is the Carriage of their 
Pateroons, or their Wives, to and from the Planta- 
tions ; this they do in flam mocks (call’d at Whydah, 
Serpentines) flung crofs a Pole, with a Cloathover, 
to fcreen the Perfon, fo carried, from Sun and 
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Weather, and the Slaves are at each End ; and ye c 
even this, methinks, is better than the fpecious 
Liberty a Man has for himfelf and his Heirs to 
work in a Coal Mine. 

The Negroes are, moft of them, thro’ the Care 
ofTheir Patroons, Chriftians, at leaft nominal, but 
excepting to fome few, they adhere ftill to many 
filly Pagan Cuftoms in their Mournings and Re- 
joycings, and in fome Meafuce, powerful Majority 
has introduced them with the Vulgar of the Mulatto 
and Portuguese Race. 

If a Perlon die in that Colour, the Relations and 
Friends of him meet at the Houfe, where the Corpfe 
is laid out decently on the Ground and covered (all 
except the Face) with a Sheet •, they fit round it, 
cryingand howling dreadfully, notunlike what our 
Countrymen are faid to do in Ireland: This Mour- 
ning lafts for eight Days and Nights, but not e- 
qually intenfe, for as the Friends, who compole 
the Chorus, go out and in, are weary, and unequal- 
ly affeflred, the Tone lelfens daily, and the Inter- 
vals of Grief are longer. 

In Rejoycings and Fefiivals they are equally 
ridiculous ^ thefe are commonly made on fome 
Friend’s Efcape from Shipwreck, or other Danger : 
They meet in a large Room of the Houfe, with a 
Strum Strum, to which one of the Company, per- 
haps, fings wofully •, the reft {landing round the 
Room clofe to the Petitions, take it in their Turns 
(one or two at a time) to ftep round, called Dan-, 
cing, the whole clapping their Hands continually, 
and hooping out every Minute Abeo y which fignify 
no more, than, bow do you. And this foolilh Mirth 
will continue three or four Days' together at a 
Houfe, and perhaps twelve or fixteen Hours at a 
time. 

The Portuguese, tho’eminently abftemious and tem- 
perate in all other Things, are unbounded in their 
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Lufts •, and perhaps they fubftitute the former in 
room of a Surgeon, as a Counterpoifon to the 
Mifchiefs of a promiscuous Salacity : They havemoft 
of them Venereal Taints, and with Age become 
meager and heftick : I faw two Inftances here of 
Venereal Ulcers that had cancerated to the Bowels, 
Speftacles that would have effe&ually perfwaded 
Men (\ think) how Salutary the Reftri&ion of 
Laws are. 

Annobono is the laft, and of the leaf! Confequence 
of the three Tflands there are Plenty of Fruits and 
Provifions, exchanged to Ships for old Cloaths and 
Trifles of any Sort ; they have a Governor npmi- 
nated from St. Thome, and two or three Priefts, nei- 
ther of which are minded, every one living at Di- 
fcretion, and fill’d with Ignorance and Luft. 

To return to Davis, the next Day after he left 
Anamaboe, early in the Morning, the Man at the 
Maft-Head efpied a Sail. It muft be oblerved, they 
keep a good Look-out \ for, according to their Ar- 
ticles, he who firft efpies a Sail, if fhe proves a Prize, 
is entitled to thebeft Pair of Piftols on Board, over 
and above his Dividend, in which they take a Angu- 
lar Pride ; and a Pair of Piftols has fometimes been 
fold for thirty Pounds, from one to another. 

Immediately they gave Chace, and foon came up 
with her •, the Ship proved to be a Hollander , and 
being betwixt Davis and the Shore, fhe made all 
the Sail fhe could, intending to run aground ; Davis 
gueffed her Defign, and putting out all his fmall 
Sails, came up with her before fhe could effed: it, 
and fired a Broad-fide, upon which fhe immediate- 
ly ftruck, and called for Quarter. It was granted, 
for according to Davis’ s Articles, it was agreed, 
that Quarter fhciuld be given whenever it was cal- 
led for, upon Pain of Death. 
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This Ship proved a very rich Prize, having the 
Governor of Acra on Board, with all his Effe&s, go- 
ing to Holland } there was in Money to the Value of 
1 5000/. Sterling, befides other valuable Merchandi- 
zes, all which they brought on Board of themfelves. 

"Upon this new Succefs, they reftored Captain 
Hall and Captain Plumb , before-mentioned, their 
Ships again, but ftrengthened their Company with 
thirty five Hands, all white Men, taken out of 
thele two and the Morrice Sloop } they alio re- 
flored the Dutch their Ship, after having plunder’d 
her, as is mentioned. 

Before they got to the Illand of Princes , one of 
their Ships, viz., that call’d the King James, fprung 
a Leak Davis order’d all Hands out of her, on 
Board his own Ship, with every thing elfeof Ule, 
and left her at an Anchor at High Cameroon . As foori 
as he came in Sight of the Illand, he hoifted Englifls 
Colours } the Portuguese obferving a large Ship foil- 
ing towards them, fent out a little Sloop to exa»- 
mine what Ihe might be} this Sloop hailing of Davis , 
he told them he was an Englijh Man of War, in 
Queft of Pyrates, and that he had received Intelli- 
gence there were feme upon that Coaft •, upon this 
they received him as a welcome Gueft, and piloted 
him into the Harbour. He faluted the Fort, which 
they anfwered, and he came to an Anchor juft under 
their Guns, and hoifted out the Pinnace, Man of 
War Fafhion, ordering nine Hands and a Ccxen in 
it, to row him afhore. 

The Portuguese, to do him the greater Honour, 
lent down a File of Mufqueteers to receive him, 
and conduct him to the Governor. The Governor 
not in the ieaft fufpetting what he was, received 
him very civilly, promising to fupply him with 
whatever the Illand afforded } Davis thanked him, 
telling him, the King of England would pay for what- 
ever he Ihould take} fo after feveral Civilities 
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pals’d between him and the Governor, he returned 
again on Board. 

It happened a French Ship came in there to fupply 
it lelf with fome NecefTaries, which Davis took in- 
to his Head to plunder, but to give the Thing a 
Colour of Right, he perfuaded the Vortuguez.e y that 
Ihe had been trading with the Pyrates, and that 
he found leveraf Pyrates Goods on Board, which 
he feized for the King’s Ufe : This Story pafled fo 
well upon the Governor, that he commended Da- 
vis’s Diligence. - 

A few Days after, Davis , with about fourteen more, 
went privately afhore, and walk’d up the Country 
towards a Village, where the Governor and the* 
other chief Men of the Iflandtkept their Wives, in 
tending, as we may fuppofe, to fupply their Hus- 
bands Places with them •, but being difcovered, the 
Women fled to a neighbouring Wood, and Davis and 
the reft retreated to their Ship, without effecting 
their Defign: The Thing made fome Noiie, but as 
no body knew them, it palfed over. 

Having cleaned his Ship, and put all Things in 
Order, his. Thoughts now' were turned upon the 
main Bufinefs, viz., the Plunder of the Ifland, and 
not knowing where the Treafure lay, a Stratagem 
came into his Head, to get it fas he thought) with 
little Trouble , he confulted his Men upon it, and 
they liked the Defign : His Scheme was, to make a 
Prefent to the Governor, of a Dozen Negroes, by 
Way of Return for the Civilities received from him, 
3nd afterwards to invite him, with the chief IVIen, 
and fome of the Friers, on Board his Ship, to an En- 
tertainment •, the Minute they came on Board, they 
were to be fecured in Irons, and there kept till they 
fliould pay a Ranfom of 40000/. Sterling. 

But this Stratagem proved fatal to him, for a Tor- 
tugutzje Negroe 1'wam afliore in the Night, and di (co- 
vered the whole Plot to the Governor, and alfo let 
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him know, that it was Davis who had made the At- 
tempt upon their Wives. However, the Governor 
diifembled, received the Py rates Invitation civilly, 
atid- promiled that he and the reft would go. 

The next Day Davis went or: Shore himfelf, as 
if it were out of greater Refpefl: to bring the Gover- 
nor on Board : He was received with the ufual Ci- 
vility, and he, and other principal Pyrates, who, by 
the Way, had affumed the Title of Lords, and as 
fuch took upon them to advife or councel their 
Captain upon any important Occafton ; and like- 
wife held certain Priviledges, which the common 
Pyrates were debarr’d from, as walking the Quar- 
ter-Deck, uftng the great Cabin, going afhore at 
Pleafure, and treating with foreign Powers, that is, 
with the Captains of Ships they made Prizeof; I fay, 
Davis and fome of the Lords were defired to walk up 
to the Governor’s Houle, to take fome Refreftsment 
before they went on Board ; they accepted it with- 
out the leaft Sufpicion, but never returned again ; 
for an Ambulcade was laid, a Signal being given, a 
whole Volley was fired upon them », they every Man 
dropp’d, except one, this one fled back, and efcaped 
into the Boat, and got on Board the Ship: Davis 
was fhot through the Bowels, yet he rife again, and 
made a weak' Effort to get away, but his Strength 
foon forfook him, and he dropp’d down dead - juft 
as he fell, he perceived he was followed, and draw- 
ing out his Piftols, fired them at his Purfuers; Thus 
like a game Cock, giving a dying Blow, that he 
might not fall unrevenged. 
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CHAP. XI. 

O F 

Captain Bartho. Roberts, 

And his Crew. 

B Artholomew Roberts failed in an honeft Employ, 
from London aboard of the Princefs, Captain 
Plumb Commander, of which Ship he was 
fecond Mate : He left England, November 1719, and 
arrived at Gulney about February following, and be- 
ing at Anamaboe , taking in Slaves for the Wcft- 
Indies , was taken in the faid Ship by Captain How- 
el Davis , as mentioned in the preceeding Chapter. 
In the beginning he was very averfe to this fort 
of Life, and would certainly have efcaped from 
them, had a fair Opportunity prefented it felf \ 
yet afterwards he changed his Principles, as many 
befides him have done upon another Element, and 
perhaps for the fame Reafon too, viz. Preferment, 

and what he did not like as a private Man 

he could reconcile to his Confidence as a Com- 
mander. 

Davis being cut off in the manner beforementi- 
or.ed, the Company found themfelves under a Ne- 
ceffity of filling up his Poft, for which there ap- 
pear’d two or three Candidates among the fele& Part 
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of them, that were diftinguifh’d by the Title of 
Lords, iuch were Sympfon , Ajh plant, Anflis , &c. and 
on canvalling this Matter, how fhatter’d and weak 
a Condition their Government muft be without a 
Head, fince Davis had been remov'd, in the man- 
ner beforemention’d, my Lord Dennis propped, its 
laid, over a Bowl to this Purpofe. 

That it was not of any gr eat Sign if cat ion who was dig* 
niff d with Title \ for really and in Truth , all good Go* 
vernments had (like theirs) the fupream Power lodged with 
the Community , who might doubtlefs depute and revoke as 
fuited Interefi or Humour . We are the Original of this 
Claim (fays he) and fbould a Captain be fo fawey as to ex* 
ceed Prefer ipt ion at any time, why down with Him! 
it will be a Caution after he is dead to his Succeffors, of what 
fatal Conference any fort of ajfuming may be « However $ 
it is my Advice , that, while we are fober , we pitch upon a 
Man of Courage , and skill" d in Navigation , one , who by 
his Council and Bravery feems befi able to defend this Com * 
monwealth , and ward us from the Dangers and Tempefs of 
an inf able Element , and the fatal Conferees of Anarchy } 
and fuch a one 1 take Roberts to be. A Fellow ! 1 think j 
in all Refpctts, worthy your Efieem and Favour - 

This Speech was loudly applauded by all but Lord 
Sympfottj who had fecret Expectations himlelf, but 
on this Difappointment, grew fallen, and left them, 
{wearing, he did not care Who they chofe Captain , fo it 
to as not a Papift, for againfi them he had conceiv'd an ir« 
reconcileable Hatred , for that his Father had been a Suffer 1 ’ 
tr in Monmouth’/ Rebellion. 

’Roberts was accordingly elected, tho 1 he had not: 
been above fix Weeks among them, the Choice was 
confirm’d both by the Lords and Commoners, and 
he accepted of the Honour, faying, That fince he had 
dipf d his Hands in muddy Water , and mu [l be a Pyrate , it 
•was better being a Commander than a common Man. 

' As loon as the Government was fettled, by promeW 
fing other Officers in the room of thofethat were kill’d 
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by the Portuguese ,' the Company refold’d to revenge 
Captain Davis's Death, he being more than ordina- 
rily refpe&ed by the Crew for his Affability and 
good jSlature, as well as his Condufl: and Bravery 
upon all Occafions ; and purfuant to this Refolution, 
about 30 Men were landed in order to make an At- 
tack upon the Fort, which muft be afcended to by a 
fteep Hill again# the Mouth of the Cannon. Thefe 
Men were headed by one Kennedy, a bold daring 
Fellow, but very wicked and profligate ; they 
march’d direCtly up under the Fire of their Ship 
Guns, and as foon as they were difcover’d, the Por- 
tuguese quitted their Poft and fled to the Town, and 
the Py rates march’d in without Oppofition, fet Fire 
to the Fort, and threw all the Guns olf the Hill into 
the Sea, which after they had done, they retreated 
quietly to their Ship. 

But this was not look’d upon as a fufficient Sa- 
tisfaction for the Injury they received, therefore 
moft of the Company were for burning the Town, 
which Roberts laid he would yield to, if any Means 
could be propofed of doing it without their own 
Deftruftion, for the Town had a fecurer Scituation 
than the Fort, a thick Wood coming almoft clofe 
to it, affording Cover to the Defendants, who 
under fuch an Advantage, he told them, it was to 
be fear’d, would fire and ftand better to their Arm^ 
befides, that bare Houfes would be but a flend^r 
Reward for their Trouble and Lofs. This prudent 
Advice prevailed; however, they mounted the 
French Ship, they feiz’d at this Place, with 1 2 Guns, 
and light’ned her, in order to come up to the Town, 
the Water being fhoal, and battered down feveral 
Houfes; after which they all returned on Board, 
gave back the French Ship to thofe that had moft 
Right to her, and failed out of the Harbour by the 
light of two Portuguefc Ships, which they were plea- 
led to fet on Fire there. 
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Roberts flood away to the Southward, and met 
with a Dutch Guiney Man, which he made Prize of, 
but after having plundered her, the Skipper had 
his Ship again : Two Days after, he took an E nglifh 
Ship, called the Experiment , Captain Cornet , at Cape 
Lopez. ., the Men went all into the pyrate Service, 
and having no Occafion for the Ship, they burnt 
her, and then fleered for St. Thome , but meeting 
with nothing in their Way, they failed for Annabo- 
na, and there water’d, took in Provifions, and put 
it to a Vote of the Company, whether their next 
Voyage ihould be, to the Eafi-Indies , or to Brajil ; 
the latter being refblved on, they failed according- 
ly, and in 28 Days arrived at Ferdinando, an unin- 
habited Ifland, on that Coaft : Here they water’d, 
boot-top’d their Ship, and made ready for the de- 
flgned Cruife. 

Now that we are upon this Coaft, I think it will 
be the proper Place to prefent our Readers with a 
Defcription of this Country, and fome ingenious 
Remarks of a Friend, how beneficial a Trade might 
be carried on here by our Wefi-lndia Merchants, at 
a little Hazard. 


DESCRIPTION 

O F 

2 R A S I L, &c. 

B RASIL (a Name fignifying the holy CrofsJ 
was difcovered for the King of Portugal , by 
Alvarez. Cabral, Ann. Dom. 1501. extending almoft 
from the rtAscjuinoctial to 28 0 South. The Air is 
temperate and cool, in companion of the Wefi-In - 
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dies , from ftronger Breezes and an opener Country, 
which gives lefs Interruption to the Winds. 

The northernmoft Part of it ft retching about 
180 Leagues, (a fine fertile Country,) was ta- 
ken from the Portuguefe by the Dutch Wef-India 
Company, Anno. 161,7 or thereabouts but the 
Conquerors, as is natural where there is little or 
no Religion fubfifting, made fuch heavy Exactions 
on the Portuguefe , and extended fuch Cruelty to 
the Natives, that prepared them both eafily to 
unite for a Revolt, facilitated by the Dutch Mil- 
management : For the States being at this Time 
very intent on their India Settlements, not only re- 
called Count Morrice their Governor, but neglect- 
ed Supplies to their Garrifbns \ however, tho’ the 
others were countenanced with a Fleet from Por- 
tugal and had the AffeCtion of the Natives, yet 
they found Means to withftand and ftruggle with 
this fuperior Power, from 1643 to 1660, and then 
was wholly abandoned by them, on Articles dis- 
honourable to the Portuguefe , viz. - 

That the Dutch , on Relinquilhing, fhould keep 
all the Places they had conquered in India from 
Portugal. That they Ihould pay the States 800000/. 
and permit them ftill the Liberty of Trade to Afri- 
ca and Brafl , on the fame Cuftom and Duties with 
the King of Portugal's Subjects. But ftnce that 
Time, new Stipulations and Treaties have been 
made \ wherein the Dutch , who have been totally 
excluded the Brafl Trade, have, in lieu thereof, a 
Compofition of 10 per Cent, for the Liberty of tra- 
ding to Africa •, and this is always left by every 
Portuguefe. Ship (before fhe begins her Slaving) 
with the Dutch General of the Gold-Coafl , at Des 
Minas. 

There are only three principal Towns of Trade 
on the Brafl Coaft, St. Salvadore , St. Sebajlian , and 
Pernambuca. < 
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St. Salvadore in the Bahia los todos Santos, is an 
Archbifhoprick and Seat of the Viceroy, the chief 
Port of Trade for Importation, where moftof the 
Gold from the Mines is lodged, and whence the 
Fleets for Europe generally depart. The Seas about 
it abound with Whale-Fifh, which in the Sealon 
they catch in great Numbers •, the Flefh is faked 
up generally to be the Vi&ualling of their Slave- 
Ships, and the Train referved for Exportation, at 
30 and 35 Millrays a Pipe. 

Rio Janeiro (the Town St. Sebafiian) is the South- 
ernmoft of the Tortuguefe , the worft provided of 
Neceffaries, but commodious for a Settlement, be- 
caufe nigh the Mine, and convenient to fupervife 
the Slaves, who, as I have been told, do ufually al- 
low their Maker a Dollar per Diem , and have the 
Overplus of their Work (if any) to themfelves. 

The Gold from hence is efteemed the beft, (for 
being of a copperifh Colour,) and they have a Mint 
to run it into Coin, both here and at Bahia \ the 
Moidors of either having the initial Letters of each 
Place upon them. 

Pernambuca (tho’ mention’d laft) is the lecond in 
Dignity, a large and populous Town, and hasits rife 
from the Ruins of Olinda, (or the handfome,) a 
City of a far pleafanter Situation, fix Miles up the 
River, but not fo commodious for TrafEck and 
Commerce. Juft above the Town the River divides 
itfelf into two Branches, not running dire&ly into 
the Sea, but to the Southward 3 and in the Nook of 
the Bland made by that Divifion, ftands the Gover- 
nor’s Houfe, a Iquare plain Building of Prince Mau- 
rice's, with two Towers, on which are only this 
Date infcribed, Anno 1641. The Avenues to it 
are every way ple.ifant, thro’ Yifto’s of tall Coco- 
Nut Trees. 

Over each Branch of the River is a Bridge ; that 
leading to the Country is all of Timber, but the 

O 3 other 


214 Ca P u Bart ho. Roberts. 

other to the Town (of twenty fix or twenty eight 
ArchesJ is half of Stone, made by the Dutch, who 
in their Time had little Shops and gaming Koufes 
on each Side for Recreation. 

The Pavements alfo of the Town are in fome 
Places of broad Tiles, the remaining Fragments of 
their Conqueft. The Town has the outer Branch 
of the River behind it, and the Harbour before it, 
jetting into which latter are clofe Keys for the 
weighing and receiving of Cuftomage on Merchan- 
dize, and for the meeting and conferring of Mer- 
chants and Traders. The Houfes are ftrong built, 
but homely, letticed like thole of Lisbon, for the 
Admiffion of Air, without Clofets, and what 
is worfe, Hearths •, which makes their Cookery 
confift all in frying and ftewing upon Stoves ; and 
that they do till the Flefh become tender enough 
to lhake it to Pieces, and one Knife is then thought 
lufficient to ferve a Table of half a Score. 

The greateft Inconvenience of Pernambuco, is, that 
there is not one Publick-Houfe in it •, fo that Stran- 
gers are obliged to hire any ordinary one they 
can get, at a Guinea a Month : And others 
who come to tranfaft Affairs of Importance, muft 
come recommended, if it were only for the fake of 
Privacy. 

The Market is Rocked well enough, Beef being at 
five Farthings per l. a Sheep or Goat at nine Shillings, 
aTurkey four Shillings, and Fowls two Shillings, the 
largeR I ever faw, and may be procured much 
Cheaper, by hiring a Man to fetch them out of 
the Country. The deareft in its kind is Water, 
which being fetch’d in Veffels from Olinda, will not 
be put on Board in the Road under two Crufado’s 
a Pipe. • 

The Portuguese here are darker than thofe of Eu- 
rope, not Only from a warmer Climate, but their 
many Intermarriages with the Negroes, who are 
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numerous there, and fomeof them of good Credit 
and Circumftances. The Women (not unlike the 
Mulatto Generation every where e lie) are fond of 
Strangers •, not only the Courtezans, whofe Inte- 
reft may be luppofed to wind up their Aft'eftions, 
but alio the marryed Women who think them- 
felves obliged, when you favour them with the 
Secrecy of an Appointment •, but the Unhap- 
pinefs of purfuing Amours, is, that the gene- 
ral lity of both Sexes are touched with veneral 
Taints, without fo much as one Surgeon among 
them, or any Body skilled in Phyfick ? to cure or 
palliate the progrellive Mifclfef : The only Per- 
fon pretending that Way, is an Irijh Father, whole 
Knowledge is all comprehended in the Virtues of 
two or three Simples, and thofe, with the Salubrity 
of the Air and Temperance, is what they depend on, 
for fubduing the worit of Malignity and it may 
not be unworthy Notice, that tho’ few are exemp- 
ted from the Misfortune of a Running, Eruptions, 
or the like, yet I could hear of none precipitated 
into thole deplorable Circumftances we fee common 
in unskillful mercurial Precedes. 

There are three Monafteries, and about fix 
Churches, none of them Rich or Magnificent, un- 
lefs one dedicated to St. Antonio, the Patron of 
their Kingdom, which fhines all over with exqui- 
Jite Pieces of Paint and Gold. 

The Export of Braftl (befides Gold)is chiefly Su- 
gars and Tobacco *, the latter are lent off in Rowls 
of a Quintal Weight, kept continually moiftened 
with MulolTus, which, with the Soil it Iprings from, 
imparts a ftrong and peculiar Scent, more ferifi- 
ble in the Snuff made from it, which tho’ under 
Prohibition of importing to Lisbon , fells here at 
2 s. per l. as the Tobacco does at about 6 Millraies 
a Rowl. The fineft of their Sugars fells at 8 s. per 
Hoove, and a finall ill tailed Rum drawn from 
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the Dregs and Muloffus, at two Teftunes a Gal- 
lon. 

Befides thefe, they fend off great Quantities of 
Braffl Wood, and Whale Oyl, fome Gums and Par- 
rots, the latter are different from the African in Co- 
lour and Bignefs, for as they are blue and larger, 
thefe are green and fmaller ; and the Females of 
them ever retain the wild Note, and cannot be 
brought to talk. 

In lieu of this Produce, the Portuguese, once every 
Year by their Fleet from Lisbon , import all manner 
of European Commodities } and whoever is unable 
or negligent of fupplying himfelf at that Seafon, 
buys at a very advanced Rate, before the Return of 
another. 

To tranfport Paffengers, Slaves, or Merchan- 
dise from one Settlement to another, or in Filhing ; 
they make ufe of Bark-Logs, by the Brafilians called 
yingadahs : They are made of four Pieces of Timber 
(the two outermoft longeft,) pinned and fattened to- 
gether, and fharpened at the Ends : Towards each 
Extremity a Stool is fixed to fit on for paddling, or 
holding by, when the Agitation is more than ordina- 
ry ; with thefe odd fort of Engines, continually 
wafhed over by the Water, do thefe People, with 
a little triangular Sail fpreeted about the Middle of 
it, venture out of Sight of Land, and along the 
Coafts for many Leagues, in any fort of Weather j 
and if they overfet with a Squall (which is not un- 
eommon)*they fwimand prefently turn it up right 
again. 

The Natives are of the darkeft Copper Colour, 
with thin Hair, of a fquare ftrong make, andmuf- 
cular \ but not fo well looking as the Wooley Ge- 
neration : They acquiefce patiently to the Portuguese 
Government, who ufe them much more humanly 
and Chriftian-l'ke than the Dutch did, and by that 
Means have extended Quietpefs apd Peace, as well 
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as their Poifeflions, three or four hundred Miles in- 
to the Country. A Country abounding with fine 
Paftures and numerous Herds of Cattle, and yields 
a vaft Increale from every thing that is fown : 
Hence they bring down to us Barrots, fmallMon- 
Jdes, Armadillos and Sanguins, and I have been at. 
lured, they have, (far ln-land,) a Serpent of a vaft 
Magnitude, called Siboya , able, they fay, to fwallow 
a whole Sheep-, l have leen my felf here the Skin 
of another Specie full fix Yards long, and therefore 
think the Story not improbable. 

The Harbour of Ternambuca is, perhaps, Angular,' 
it is made of a Ledge of Rocks, half a Cables length 
from the Main, and but little above the Surface of 
the Water, running at that equal Diftance and 
Heighth leveral Leagues, towards Cape AugufHne , a 
Harbour running between them capable of receiving 
Ships of the greateft Burthen : The Northermoft 
End of this Wall of Rock, is higher than any Part of 
the contiguous Line, on which a little Fort is built, 
commanding the Paflage either of Boat or Ship, as 
they come over the Bar into the Harbour : On the 
Starboard Side, (l. e. the Main) after you have en- 
tered a little way, hands another Fort (a Pentagon ) 
that would prove of (mall Account, 1 imagine, a- 
gainft a few difciplined Men ; and yet in thele confifts 
all their Strength and Security, either for the Har- 
bour or Town : They have begun indeed a. Wall, 
fince their removing from Olinda , defigned to fur- 
round the latter ; but the flow Progrels they 
make in raifing it, leaves Room to fufpefl ’twill be a 
long time in finifliing. 

The Road without, is uled by the Portuguez.e y 
when they are nigh failing for Europe , and wait for 
the Convoy, or are bound to Bahia to them, and by 
Strangers only when Neceflity compels; the beft of it 
is in ten Fathom Water, near three Miles W. N. W. 
fpQjn the Town - 3 nigher in, is foul with the many 
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Anchors loft there by the Vortuguez.e Ships ; and far- 
ther out fin 14 Fathom) corally and Rocky. July 
is the worft and Winter Sea fon of this Coaft, the 
Trade Winds being then very ftrong and dead, 
bringing in a prodigious and unfafe Swell into the 
Road, intermixed every Day with Squalls, Rain, 
and a hazey Horizon, but at other times lerener 
Skies and Sunlhine. 

In thefe Southern Latitudes is a Conftellation, 
•which from fbme Refemblance it bears to a Jerufa- 
Um Crols, has the Name of Crofters, the brighteft of 
this Hemilphere, and are obferved by, as the North 
Star is in Northern Latitudes •, but what I mention 
this for, is, to introduce the admirable Phenomenon 
in thele Seas of the Megellanick Clouds, whole Ri- 
fings and Sittings are fo regular, that I have been af- 
fured, the fame Nocturnal Oblervations are made 
by them as by the Stars • They are two Clouds, 
lmall and whitiih, no larger in Appearance than a 
Man’s Hat, and are leen here in July in the Latitude 
of 8° S. about four of the Clock in the Morning •, if 
their Appearance Ihould be faid to be the Refle&ion 
of Light, from fome Stellary Bodies above them, yet 
the Difficulty is not eafily anfwered, how thele, be- 
yond others, become fo durable and regular in their 
Motions. 

From thefe cafual Obfervations on the Country, 
the Towns, Coaft, and Seas of Brafttl , it would be an 
Omiffion to leave the Subjeft, without fome Elfay 
on an interloping Slave Trade here, which none of 
our Countrymen are adventrous enough to purfue, 
though it very probably, under a prudent Manager, 
would be attended with Safety and very great Pro- 
fit-, and I admire the more it is not ftruck at, be- 
caufe Ships from the Southern Coaft of Africa , don’t 
lengthen the Voyage to the Weft -Indies a great deal, 
by taking a Part of JBraftl in their Way. 


The 
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The Di (advantages the Fortuguez.e are under for 
purchafing Slaves, are thefo, that they have very 
few proper Commodities for Guiney , and the Gold, 
which was their chiefeft, by an Edift in July 1722, 
hands now prohibited from being carried thither, 
fo that the Ships employed therein are few, and in- 
lufficient for the great Mortality and Call of their 
Mines •, befides, fhould they venture at breaking fo 
deftruftive a Law, as the abovementioned (as no 
doubt they do, or they could make little or no Pur- 
chace) yet Gold does not raife its Value like Mer- 
chandize in travelling (efpecially to Africa ) and 
when the Compofition with the Dutch is alfo paid, 
they may be laid to buy their Negroes at almoft 
double the Price the Engliflt, Dutch, or French do, 
which necefi'arily railes their Value extravagantly 
at Braftl • (thole who can purchafe one, buying a 
certainer Annuity than South- Sea Stock.) 

Thus far of the Call for Slaves at Braftl } I fhall 
now confider and obviate fome Difficulties objefted 
again# any Foreigners (foppofo English') interpo- 
fing in fuch a Trade, and they are fbme on theirs, 
and fome on our Side. 

On their Side it is prohibited under Pain of Death, 
a Law lefsefxettual to the Prevention of it than pecu- 
niary Mulcts would be, becaufo a Penalty fo inade- 
quate and difproportioned, is only Jnterrorem , and 
makes it merciful in the Governor, or his Inftru- 
ments, to take a Compofition of eight or ten Moi- 
dors, when any Subject is catched, and is the com- 
mon Cuftom fo to do as often as they are found 
out. 

On our Side it is Confifcation of what they can 
get, which confidering, they have no Men of War 
to guard the Coaft, need be very little, without fu- 
pine Negleftand Carelehhefs. 

I am a Man of War, or Privateer, and being in 
Want of Provifions, or in Search of Pyrates, put 

in 
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in to Pernambuca for Intelligence, to enable me for 
the Purfuit : The Dread oi Pyrates keeps every 
One off, till you have firft fent an Officer, with 
the proper Compliments to the Governor, who 
immediately gives Leave for your buying eve- 
ry Neceffary you are in want of, provided it be 
with Money, and not an Exchange of Merchandize, 
which is againft the Laws of the Country. 

On this firft time of going on Shore, depends 
the Succefs of the whole Affair, and requires a cau- 
tious and difcreet Management in the Perfon entru- 
fted *. He will be immediately furrounded at landing 
with the great and the fniall Rabble, to enquire 
who ? and whence he comes ? and whether bound ? 
&c. and the Men are taught to an liver, from Guiney , 
denying any thing of a Slave on Board, which are 
under Hatches, and make no Shew •, nor need they, 
for thofe who have Money to lay out will conclude 
on that themfelves. 

By that time the Compliment is paid to the Go- 
vernor, the News has fpre?d all round the Town, 
and fome Merchant addrelfes you, as a Stranger, to 
the Civility of his Houfe, but privately defires to 
know what Negroes he can have, and tv hat Price. 
A Governor may poffibly ufean Inftrument in fif- 
ting this, but the Appearance of the Gentleman, 
and the Circumftance of being fo foon engaged after 
leaving the other, will go a great way in forming a 
Maifs^udgment, and leaves him no room for the 
Sufpicion of fuch a Snare •, however, to have a due 
Guard, Intimations will fuffice, and bring him, and 
Friends enough to carry off the beft Part of a 
Cargo in two^Nights time, from 20 to 30 Moidors 
a Bov, and from 30 to 40 a Man Slave. The Haz- 
ard is lefs at Rio Janeiro. 

There has been another Method attempted, of 
fettling a Correfpondence with fome Portuguese Mer- 
chant or two, who, as they may be certain within a 

Fortnight 
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Fortnight of any VefTels arriving on their Coaft 
with Slaves, might fettle Signals for the debar- 
quing them at an unfrequented Part of the Coaft, 
but whether any Exceptions were made to the Price, 
or that the Portugueje dread Difcovery, and the {eve- 
reft Profecution on fo notorious a Breach of the Law, 
I cannot tell but it has hitherto proved abortive. 

However, Stratagems laudable, and attended 
with Profit, at no other Hazard (as 1 can perceive) 
then lofs of Time, are worth attempting; it is 
what is every Day praffcifed with the Spaniards from 
Jamaica. 

Upon this Coaft our Rovers cruiz’d for about 
nine Weeks, keeping generally out of Sight of 
Land, but without feeing a Sail, which difcourag’d 
them fo, that they determined to leave the Station, 
and fleer for the Weft-Indies, and in order thereto, 
flood in to make the Land for the taking of their 
Departure, and thereby they fell in, unexpe&edly, 
with a Fleet of 42 Sail of Portuguefe Ships, off the 
Bay of los todos Santos , with all their Lading in for 
Lisbon, leveral of them of good Force, who lay too 
waiting for two Men of War of 70 Guns each, 
their Convoy. However, Roberts thought it ihould 
go hard with him, but he would make up his Mar- 
ket among them, and thereupon mix’d with the 
Fleet, and kept his Men hid till proper Refolutions 
could be form'd ; that done, they came clofo up to 
one of the deepeft, and ordered her to fend the Ma» 
fter on Board quietly, threat’ning to give them no 
Quarters, if any Refiftance, or Signal of Diftrefs 
was made. The Portuguefe being furprized at thefo 
Threats, and the fudden. flourifh of Cutlafhes 
from the Pyrates, fubmitted without a Word, and 
the Captain came on Board ; Roberts faluted him 
after a friendly manner, telling him, that they 
were Gentlemen of Fortune, but that their Bufl- 


222 Capt. Bartho. Roberts. 

nels with him, was only to be informed which 
was the richeft Ship in that Fleet •, and if he di- 
refted them right, he Ihould be reftored to his Ship 
without Moleftation, otherwife, he muft expert im- 
mediate Death. 

Whereupon this Portuguefe Matter pointed to one 
of 40 Guns, and 1 50 Men, a Ship of greater Force 
than the Rover , but this no Ways difmayed them, 
they were Portqguele, they faid, and fo immediate- 
ly fleered away for him. When they came with- 
in Hail, the Matter whom they had Prifoner, was 
ordered to ask, how Seignior Capitain did ? And to 
invite him on Board, for that he had a Matter of 
Confluence to impart to him , which being done, he 
returned for Anfwer, That he would wait upon him 
prefently : But by the Buttle that immediately fol- 
lowed, the Pyrates perceived, they were difcovered, 
and that this was only a deceitful Anfwer to gain 
Time to put their Ship in a Pofture of Defence; 
fo without further Delay, they poured in a Broad- 
Side, boarded and grapled her ; the Difpute was 
fhort and warm, wherein many of the Portuguefe 
fell, and two only of the Pyrates. By this Time 
the Fleet was alarmed. Signals of Top-gallant 
Sheets flying, and Guns fired, to give Notice to 
the Men of War, who rid ftill at an Anchor, and 
made but fcurvy haft out to their Afliftance; and 
if what the Pyrates themfelves related, be true, 
the Commanders of thole Ships were blameable to 
the higheft Degree, and unworthy the Title, or lb 
much as the Name of Men : For Roberts finding the 
Prize to fail heavy, and yet refolving not to loole 
her, lay by for the headmoft of them (which 
much out failed the other) and prepared for Bat- 
tle, which was ignominioufly declined, tho’ of 
fuch l'uperior Force ; for not daring to venture on 
the Pyrate alone, he tarried fo long for his Confort 
as gave them both time leifurely to make off. 
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They found this Ship exceeding rich, being la- 
den chiefly with Sugar, Skins, and Tobacco, and 
in Gold 40000 Moidors, bef.des Chains and Trinc- 
kets, of conflderable Value ; particularly a Croft 
fet with Diamonds, defigned for the King of Portu- 
gal., which they afterwards prefented to the Gover- 
nor of Caiana, by whom they were obliged. 

Elated with this Booty, they had nothing now 
to think of but fome fafe Retreat, where they 
might gi^e themlelves up to all thaPleafures that 
Luxury and Wantonneft could beftow, and for the 
prelent pitch’d upon a Place called the Devil's 
[(lands , in the River of Surinam , on the Coaft ot 
Caiana , where they arrived, and found the civileft 
Reception imaginable, not only from the Gover- 
nor and Factory, but their Wives, who exchan- 
ged Wares and drove a conflderable Trade with 
them. 

They feiz’d in this River a Sloop, and by her 
gained Intelligence, that a Brigantine had alio 
Jailed in Company with her, from Rhode-Ifland , la- 
den with Proviflons for the Coaft. A Welcome Car- 
go ! They growing Ihort in the Sea Store, and as 
Sancho fays. No Adventures to be made without Belly- 
Timber. One Evening as they were rumaging (their 
Mine of TrealureJ the Portuguefc Prize, this expect- 
ed VefTel was defer y’d at Maft-Head, and Roberts , 
imagining no Body could do the Buflnefs lo well as 
himfelf, takes 40 Men in the Sloop, and goes in 
purfuit of her but a fatal Accident followed this 
rafh,tho’ inconfiderable Adventure, for Roberts think- 
ing cf nothing left than bringing in the Brigantine 
that Afternoon, never troubled his Head about 
the Sloop’s Provifion, nor inquired what there was 
on Board to fubfift fuch a Number of Men ; but 
out he fails after his expected Prize, which he not 
only loft further Sight of, but after eight Days 
contending with contrary Winds and Currents, 

found 
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found themfelves thirty Leagues to Leeward. The 
Current ftill oppofing their Endeavours, and per- 
ceiving no Hopes of beating up to their Ship, they 
Came to an Anchor, and inconfiderately fent away 
the Boat to give the reft of the Company Notice 
of their Condition, and to order the Ship to them j 
but'too foon, even the next Day, their Wants made 
them fenfible of their Infatuation, for their Water 
was all expended, and they had taken no thought' 
how they ftiould be fupply’d, till either the Ship 
came, or the Boat returned, which was not likely 
to be under five or fix Days. Here like Tantalus , 
they almoft famifhed in Sight of the frefh Streams 
and Lakes •, being drove to fuch Extremity at laft, 
that they were forc’d to tare up the Floor of the 
Cabin, and patch up a fort of Tub or Tray with 
Rope Yarns, to paddle alhore, and fetch off imme- 
diate Supplies of Water to preferve Life. 

After fome Days, the long-wifh’d-for Boat came 
back, but with the raoft unwellcome News in the 
World, for Kennedy, who was Lieutenant, and left 
in Abfence of Roberts , to Command the Privateer 
and Prize, was gone off with both. This was Mor- 
tification with a Vengeance, and you may imagine* 
they did not depart without fome hard Speeches 
from thofe that were left, and had fuffered by their 
Treachery : And that there need be no further 
mention of this Kennedy , I lhall. leave Captain Ro- 
berts, for a Page or two, with the Remains of his 
Crew, to vent their Wrath in a few Oaths and 
Execrations, and follow the other, whom we may 
reckon from that Time, as fleering his Courfe to- 
wards Execution Dock. 

Kennedy was now chofen Captain of the revolted 
Crew, but could not bring his Company to any 
determined Refolution ; fome of them were for 
purfuing the old Game, but the greater Part of 
them feem’d to have Inclinations to turn from thofe 

e/il 
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evil Courles, and get home privately, (for there 
was no Aft of Pardon in Force,) therefore they 
agreed to break up, and every Man to Ihift for him- 
felf, as he fhould fee Occafion. The firft Thing they 
did, was to part with the great Vortuguez.e Prize, and 
having the Mafter of the Sloop (whofe Name I 
think was Cane ) aboard, who they faid was a very 
honeft Fellow, (for he had humoured them upon 
every Occafion,) told them of the Brigantine that 
Roberts went after ; and when the Pyrates firft took 
him, he complemented them at an odd Rate, tel- 
ling them they were welcome to his Sloop and 
£argo, and wifh’d that the Veffel had been lar- 
ger, and the Loading richer for their Sakes: To 
this good natured Man they gave the Tortugutz.e 
Ship, (which was then above half loaded,) three or 
four Negroes, and all his own Men, who returned 
Thanks to his kind Benefaftors, and departed. 

Captain Kennedy in the Rover, failed to Barbadoes , 
near which Illand, they took a very peaceable 
Ship belonging to Virginia ; the Commander was a 
Quaker, whole Name was Knot ; he had neither 
Piftol, Sword, nor Cutlafh on Board ; and Mr, 
Knot appearing lb very pafiive to all they laid to him, 
fome of them thought this a good Opportunity to 
go off; and accordingly eight of the Pyrates went 
aboard, and he carried them fafe to Virginia : They 
made the Quaker a Prelent of to Chefts of Sugar, 
xo Rolls of Brafil Tobacco, 30 Moidors, and fome 
Gold-Duft, in all to the value of about 250 /. They 
alio made Prefcnts to the Sailors, lome more, Ibme 
lefs, and lived a jovial Life all the while they 
were upon their Voyage, Captain Knot giving them 
their Way ; nor indeed could he help himlelf, un- 
lefs he had taken an Opportunity to furprize them, 
when they were either drunk or alleep ; for a- 
wake they wore Arms aboard the Ship, and put 
him in a continual Terror ; it not bein&his Prin- 
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ciple (or the Seft’s) to fight, unlefs with Art and 
Collufion he managed thele Weapons well till 
he arrived at the Capes, and afterwards four of 
the Py rates went off in a Boat, which they had 
taken with them, for the more eafily making 
their Efcapes, and made up the Bay towards Mary*., 
land , but were forced back by a Storm into an ob- 
fcure Place of the Country, where meeting with , 
g°od Entertainment among the Planters, they con- 
tinued feveral Days without being difcovered to 
be Py rates. In the mean Time Captain Knot leav- 
ing four others on Board his Ship, (who intended 
to go to North-Carolina,) made what haft he could 
to dijcover to Mr. Spot [wood the Governor, what 
fort ofPaflengers he had been forced to bring with 
him, who by good Fortune got them feized j and 
Search being made' after the others, who were 
revelling about the Country, they were alfb taken, 
and all try’d, convi&ed and hang’d, two Portu- 
guefe Jews who were taken on the Coaft of Braftl, 
and whom they brought with them to Virginia , be- 
ing the principal Evidences. The latter had found 
Means to lodge Part of their Wealth with the 
Planters, who never brought it to Account : But 
Captain Knot furrendered up every Thing that 
belonged to them, that were taken aboard, even 
what they prefented to him, in lieu of fuch Things 
as they had plundered him of in their PafTage, 
and obliged his Men to do the like. 

Some Days after the taking of the Virginia Man 
laft mentioned, in cruifing in the Latitude of Ja- 
maica, Kennedy took a Sloop bound thither from 
Bofton, loaded with Bread and Flower *, aboard of 
this Sloop wentallthe Hands who wefe for breaking 
'the Gang, and left thole behind that had a Mind 
to purfue further Adventures. Among the for- 
mer were Kennedy } their Captain, of whole Honour 
they had fuch a difpicable Motion, that they .were 

about 
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about to throw him over-board, when they found 
him in the Sloop, as fearing he might betray them 
all, at their return to England •, he having in his 
Childhood been bred a Pick-pocket, and before 
he became a Pyrate, a Houie-breaker •, both Pro- 
feflions that thefe Gentlemen have a very mean 
Opinion of. However, Captain Kennedy , by ta- 
king folemn Oaths of Fidelity to hia Companions, 
was fuffered to proceed with them. 

In this Company there was but one that pfeteiid- 
ed to any skill in Navigation, (for Kennedy could nei- 
ther .write nor read, he being preferred to the 
Command merely for his Courage, which indeed 
he had often fignaliz’d, particularly in taking 
the Vortugnefe Ship,) and he proved to be a 
Pretender only:, for fhaping their Courfe to Ire- 
land, where they agreed to land, they ran away 
to the North- Weft Coaft of Scotland, and there 
Were toft about by hard Storms of Wind for fe- 
veral Days, without knowing where they werd, 
and in great Danger of perilhing : At length they 
pufliedthe Velfel into a little Creek, and went all 
aihore, leaving the Sloop at an Anchor for the 
next Comers. 

The whole Company refrefh’d them (elves' at £ 
little Village about five Miles from the Place 
where they left the Sloop, and paflfed there for 
Ship-w reck’d Sailors, and no doubt might have 
travelled on without Sufpicion •, but the mad and 
riotous Manner of their Living on the Road, 
occafion’d their Journey to be cut Ihort, as we fhall 
obferve prefently. 

Kennedy and another left them here, and travel- 
ling to one of the Sea-Ports, fhip’d themlelves for 
Ireland, and arrived there in Safety. Six orfeven 
Wifely withdrew from the reft, travelled at their 
leafure, and got to their much defired Port of Lon- 
don, without being difturbed or fufpefted ' but the 
P 1 main 
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main Gang alarm’d the Country where-ever they 
came, drinking and roaring at fuch a Rate, that the 
People fhut themlelves up in their Houfes, in fome 
Places, not daring to venture out among fo many 
mad Fellows •' In other Villages, they treated the 
whole Town, lquandering their Money away, as 
if, like tAEfop, they wanted to lighten their Bur-* 
thens : This expenfive manner of Living procu- 
red two of their drunken Straglers to be knocked 
on the Head, they being found murdered in the 
Road, and their Money taken from them : All the 
reft, to the Number of leventeen as they drew nigh 
to Edinburgh , were arrefted and thrown into Goal, 
upon Sufpicion,of they knew not what; However, the 
Magiftrates were not long at a Lofs for proper Ac- 
cufations, for two of the Gang offering themlelves 
for Evidences were accepted of; and the others were 
brought to a Ipeedy Tryal, whereof nine were con- 
vi&ed and executed. 

Kennedy having fpent all his Money, came over 
from Ireland., and kept a common B- — -y-Houle on 
Deptford Road, and now and then, ’twas thought, 
made an Excurfion abroad in the Way of his for-. 

mer Profeftion, till one of his Houfhold W >s 

gave Information againft him for a Robbery, for 
which he was committed to Bridewell ; but becaule 
ihe would not do the Bufinefs by halves, fhe.found 
out a Mate of a Ship that Kennedy had committed 
Pyracy upon, as he foolilhly confefs’d to her. This 
Mate, whofe'Name was Grant , paid Kennedy a 
Vifit in Bridewell , and knowing him to be the Man, 
procured a Warrant, and had him committed to 
the Marfbalfea Prifon. 

The Game that Kennedy had now to play was to 
turn Evidence himfelf ; accordingly he gave a Lift 
of eight or ten of his Comrades ; but not being ac- 
quainted with their Habitations, one only was ta- 
ken, who, tho’ condemn’d, appeared to be a Man 

of 
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of a fair Chara&er, was forc’d into their Service* 
and took the firft Opportunity to get from them, 
and therefore receiv’d a Pardon but Walter Ken- 
nedy being a notorious Offender, was executed the" 
ipth of July, 1721, at Execution Dock. 

The reft of the Pyrates who were left in the 
Ship Rover, ftaid not long behind, for they went 
afhore to one of the Weji-India Iflands ; what be- 
came of them afterwards, I can’t tell, but the 
Ship was found at Sea by a Sloop belonging to St. 
Chrijtophers , and carried into that Ifland with only 
nine Negroes aboard. 

Thus we fee what a difaftrOus Fate ever attends 
the Wicked, and how rarely they efcape the Pu- 
niihment due to their Crimes, who, abandon’d 
to fuch a profligate Life, rob, Ipoil, and prey up- 
on Mankind, contrary to the Light and Law of Na- 
ture, as well as the Law of God. It might have 
been hoped, that the Examples of thefe Deaths, 
would have been as Marks to the Remainder of 
this Gang, how to fhun the Rocks their Companions 
had fplit on \ that they would have furrendered to 
Mercy, or divided themfelves, for ever from fuch 
Purfuits, as in the End they might be fure would 
fubjett them to the fame Law and Punifliment, which 
they muft be confeious they now equally deierved •, 
impending Law, which never let them fleep well, 
unlefs when drunk. But all the Ufe that was. made 
of it here, was to commend the Juftice of the 
Court, that condemn’d Kennedy , for be was a fad Dog 
( they laid) and deferved the Fate he met with. 

But to go back to Roberts, whom we left on the 
Coaft of Caiana , in a grievous Pafllon at what Ken- 
nedy and the Crew had done-, and who was now 
proje&ing new Adventures with his fmall Com- 
pany in the Sloop ; but finding hitherto they had 
been but as a Rope of Sand, they formed a Set of 
Arti;le% to be figned and fworn to, for the better 

P 3 Con- 
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Confervation of their Society, and doing Juftice 
to one another •, excluding all Irijh Men from the 
Benefit of it, to whom they had an implacable 
Averfion upon the Account of Kennedy. How indeed 
Roberts could think that an Oath would be obliga- 
tory, where Defiance had been given to the Laws 
of God and Man, I can’t tell, but he thought 
their greateft Security lay in this, That it was every 
one's Interep to obferve them if they were minded to keep 
up fo abominable a Combination. 

The following, is the Subftance of the Articles, as 
taken from the Pyrates own Informations. 

I. 

E Very Man has a Vote in Affairs of Moment ; has 
equal Title to the frejl) Trovifions , or prong Liquor s, 
at any Time fcized , and ufe them at pleafure , unlefs a 
Scarcity (no uncommon Thing among them) make 
it necejfary } for the good of all , to vote a Retrenchment. 

II. 

Every Man to be called fairly in turn, by Lip , on Board 
of Prizes , bccaufe , (over and above their proper Share f) 
(key were on thefe Occapons allowed a Shift of Cloaths : 
But if they defrauded the Company to the Vauc of a Dollar , 
in Plate , (jewels , or Money , Mar oonino was their 
Punifment. ' This was a Barbarous Cuftom of put- 
ting the Offender on Shore, on dome defolate or 
uninhabited Cape or Iflarid, with a Gun, a few Shot, 
a Bottle of Water, and a Bottle of Powder, to fub- 
ftft with, or ftarve. If the Robber)/ was only between 
one another , they contented, themfelves with fitting the 
Ears and Nofe of him that was Guilty , and fet him on 
Shore, not in an uninhabited Place , but fcmewhcre , where 
h was fare to encounter Hardships. 


Ill 
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HI, 

No Perfon to Game at Cards or Dice for Money. 

IY. 

The Lights and Candles to be put out at eight o' Clock 
at Night : If any of the Crete, after that Hour, fill re- 
mained inclined for Drinking, they « ere to do it on the 
open Deck which Roberts believed would give a 
Check to their Debauches, for he was a fober Man 
himfelf, but found at length, that all his Endea- 
vours to put an End to this Debauch, proved 
ineffectual. 

Y. 

To keep their Piece, Pifiols, and Cutlafh clean, and ft 
for Service : In this they were extravagantly nice, 
endeavouring to outdo one another, in the Beauty 
and Richnefs of their Arms, giving fomet’mes at 
an AuClion (at the Maft,d 30 or 40/. a Pair, for 
Piftols. Thefe were flung in Time of Service, 
with different coloured Ribbands, over their Shoul- 
ders, in a Way peculiar to thefe Fellows, in which 
they took great Delight. , 


VI. 

No Boy or Woman to be allowed amongf them. If any 
Man were found feducing anny of the latter Sex, and car- 
ried her to Sea, difguifcd, he was to fujfer Death • fb 
that when any fell into their Hands, as it chanced 
in the Onflow, they put a Centinel immediately 
over her to prevent ill Confequences from fb dange- 
rous an Inftruinent of Divifion and Quarrel ; but 
then here lies the Roguery ; they contend who fliall 
be Centinel, which happens generally to one of the 

P 4 greateft 
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greateft Bullies, who, to fecure the Lady’s Virtue, 
will let none lye with her but himlelfl 

VII. 

To Defert the Ship, or their Quarters in Battle, teas pu- 
nifhed with Death, or Marooning. 

VIII. 

No firiking one another on Board, hut every Man's 
Quarrels to he ended on Shore, at Sword and Piftol, Tons j 
The Quarter-Mafter of the Ship, when the Parties 
will not come to any Reconciliation, accompanies 
them 011 Shore with what Ailiftance he thinks 
proper, and turns the Diiputants Back to Back, at 
fo many Paces Diftance : At the Word of Com- 
mand, "they turn and fire immediately, ( or elie the 
Piece is knocked out of their Hands : ) If both mifs, 
they come to their Cutlaihes, and then he is decla- 
red Victor who draws the firft Blood. 


IX. 

No Man to talk of breaking up their Way of Living , 
till each had Jhared a I OOO l. If in order to this, any 
Man jhould lofe a Limb, or become a Cripple in their Ser- 
vice, he was to have 800 Dollars , out of the publick Stock , 
and for leffer Hurts , proportion ably , 


X. 

The Captain and Quart er-Mafier to receive ttvo Shares 
of a Prize •, the Mafter , Boatfwain, and Gunner, one Share 
and a half, and other Officers, one and a Quarter. 


XI. 


The Muficians to have Reft on the Sabbath Day , hut 
the other fix Days and Nights, none without fpecial 


payout. 
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Thefe, we are allured, were Tome of Roberts s 
Articles, but as they had taken Care to throw- 
over-board the Original they had fign'd and fworn 
to, there is a great deal of Room to fufpeOr, the 
remainder contained fomething too horrid to be dif r 
doled to any, except fuch as were willing to be 
Sharers in the Iniquity of them \ le t them be whae 
they will, they were together the Teft of all new 
Comers, who were initiated by an Oath taken on a 
Bible, referv’d for that Purpofe only, and were fub- 
fcrib’d to in Prefence of the worfhipful Mr. Roberts. 
And in Cafe any Doubt fhould arife concerning the 
Conftru&ion of thefe Laws, and it fhould remain a 
Difpute whether the Party had infring’d them of 
no, a Jury is appointed to explain them, an.d bring 
in a Verdift upon the Cafe in Doubt. 

Since we are now fpeaking of the Laws of this 
Company, I fhall go on, and, in as brief a Man- 
ner as I can, relate the principal Cuftoms, and 
Government, of this roguifh Common-Wealth ; 
which are pretty near the fame with all Pyrates. 

For the Punifhment of fmall Offences, which are 
not provided for by the Articles, and which are 
not of Confequence enough to be left to a Jury, 
there is a principal Officer among the Pyrates, 
called the Quarter-Mafter, of the Mens own chu- 
fing, who claims all Authority this Way, (except- 
ing in Time ofBattle:) If they difobey his Com- 
mand, are quarrelfome and mutinous with one ano- 
ther, mifufe Prifbners, plunder beyond his Order, 
and in particular, if they be negligent of their 
Arms, which he mufters at Difcretion, he punifnes 
at his own Arbitrement, with drubbing or whip- 
ping, which no one elfe dare do without incurring 
the Lafli from all the Ships Company ; In fliort, 
this Officer is Truftee for the whole, is the firft on 
Board any Prize, feparating for the Company’s Ufe, 

what 
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what he pleales, and returning what he thinks fit 
■66 the Owners, excepting Gold and Silver, which 
they have voted not returnable. 

After a Defcription of the Quarter-Mafter, and 
his Duty, who a£ts as a fort of a civil Magiftrate 
on Board a Py rate Ship; I fhall conlider their mi- 
litary Officer, the Captain ; what Privileges he ex- 
erts ill fuch anarchy and unrulynefs of the Mem- 
bers :• Why truly very little, they only permit 
him to be Captain, on Condition, that they may be 
Captain over him ; they feparate to his Ule the 
great Cabin, and fometimes vote him fmall Parcels 
of Plate and China, (for it may be noted that Ro- 
berts drank his Tea conftantly) but then every Man, 
as the Humour takes him, will ufe the Plate and 
China, intrude into his Apartment, fwear at him, 
feize a Part of his Vi&uals and Drink, if they like 
it, without his offering to find Fault or conteft it: 
Yet Roberts , by a better Management than ufual, 
became the chief Director in every Thing of Mo- 
ment, and it happened thus : — The Rank of Cap- 
tain being obtained by the Suffrage of the Majority, 
it falls on one fuperior for Knowledge and Boldnels, 
Tifiol Proof (as they call it,) and can make thole 
fear, who do not love him ; Roberts is faid to have 
exceeded his Fellows in thele Refpe&s, and when 
advanced, enlarged the Refpett that followed it, 
by making a fort of Privy-Council of half a Do- 
zen of the greateft Bullies ; fuch as were his Compe- 
titors, and had lntereft enough to make his Go- 
vernment eafy ; yet even thole, in the latter Part 
of v his Reign, he had run counter to in every 
ProjeO: that oppofed his own Opinion ; for which, 
and becaule he grew relerved, and would not 
drink and roar at their Rate, a Cabal was formed 
to take away his Captainffiip, which Death ' did 
more effectually. 
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The Captain’s Power is uncontroulable in Chace, 
or in Battle, drubbing, cutting, or even footing 
any one who dares deny his Command. The fame 
Privilege he fakes over Prifoners, who receive good 
or ill Triage, moftly as he approves of their Be- 
haviour, Tor tho’ the meaneft would take upon 
them to mifufe a Matter of a Ship, yet he would 
controul herein, when he fee it, and merrily over 
a Bottle, give his Prifoners this double Reafon 
for it. Firft, That it preferved his Precedence ; 
and fecondlyj That it took the Punifhment out of 
the Hands of a much more rafh and mad Sett of 
Fellows than himfelf. When he found that Ri- 
gour was not expefted from his People, (for 
he often praflifed it to appeafe themj then he 
would give Strangers to underftand, that it was 
pure Inclination that induced him to a good Treat- 
ment of them, and not any Love or Partiality to 
their Perfons ; for, fays he, there is none of you but 
will hang me, I know , whenever you can clinch me within 
your Tower. 

And now feeing the Di {advantages they were 
under for purfuing the Account, viz., a fmall Vef- 
fel ill repaired, and without Provifions, or Stores; 
they refolved one and all, with the little Supplies 
they could get, to proceed for the Weft-Indies, not 
doubting to find a Remedy for all thefe Evils, and 
to retreive their Lofs. 

In the Latitude of Defeada , one of the lllands, 
they took two Sloops, which fupply’d them with 
Provifions and other Necettaries ; and a few Days 
afterwards, took a Brigantine belonging to Rhode 
IJland , and then proceeded to Barbadoes , off of 
which Wand, they fell in with a Briftol Ship of io 
Guns, in her Voyage out, from whom they took 
abundance of Cloaths, fome Money, twenty five 
Bales of Goods, five Barrels of Powder, a Cable, 

Hawfer, 
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HaWfer* io Casks of Oatmeal* fix Casks of Beef* 
and feveral other Goods, befides fitfe of their Men;- 
dind after they had detained her three Days, let her 
go - f who being bound for the abovefaid Illand, fhe 
Acquainted the Governor with what had happened, 
as foOn as fhe arrived. 

Whereupon a Briftol Galley that lay in the Har- 
hour* was ordered to be fitted out with all imagi- 
nable Expedition* of 20 Guns, and 80 Men, there 
feeing then no Man of War upon that Station, and 
atfoa Sloop with 10 Guns, and 40 Men : The Gal- 
iey was commanded by one Captain Rogers , of Brlfiol * 
and the Sloop by Captain Graves, of that Ifland, and 
Captain Rogers by a Comtnilhon from the Governor, 
Wds appointed Commadore* 

The fecond Day after Rogers failed out of the 
Harbour* he Was difbovered by Roberts, who know- 
ing nothing Of their Defign, gave them Chafe : The 
Marbadces Ships kept an eafy fail till the Pyrates 
dame up with them* and then Roberts gave them a 
Gun, expe&ing they wOuld have immediately ftruck 
id his pyratical Fiag, but inftead thereof, he WaS 
forced to receive the Fire of a Broadfide, with 
three Huzzas at the fame Time ■, fo that an En- 
gagement enfued* but Roberts being hardly put to 
it, was obliged to crowd all the Sail the Sloop 
Would bear, to get olf: The Galley failing pretty 
well* kept Company fof a long while, keeping a 
ddnftant Fire, which gail’d the Pyrate^ however* 
At length by throwing over their Guns, and other 
heavy" Goods, and thereby light’mng the Veffel* 
they* with much ado, got clear •, but Roberts could 
never endure a Barbadoes Man afterwards, and when 
Any Ships belonging to that Ifland fell in his Way* 
he Was more particularly fevere to them than 
Others. 

Captain Roberts failed in the Sloop to the Ifland 
6f Domimco, where he watered* and got Provihons 

of 
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of the Inhabitants, to whom he gave Goods in Ex* 
change. At this Place he met with 13 Englishmen, 
who had been fet alhore by a French Guard de I4 
Cofte , belonging to Martinico , taken out of two 
New-England Ships, that had been feiz’d, as Prize, 
by the laid French Sloop : The Men willingly en- 
tered with the Pyrates, and it proved a lealonable 
Recruit. 

They Raid not long here, tho’ they had imme- 
diate Occafion for cleaning their Sloop, but did not 
think this a proper Place, and herein they judg’d 
right •, for the touching at this Ifland, had like 
to have been their Deftruftion, becaufe they hal- 
ving refolved to go away to the Granada 1 (lands, 
for the aforefaid Purpofe, by fome Accident if 
came to be known to the French Colony, who (end- 
ing Word to the Governor of Martinico , he equip- 
ped and manned two Sloops to go ill Queft of 
them. The Pyrates failed direftly for the Grana - 
dittoes, and hail’d into a Lagoon, at Corvocoo , where 
they cleaned with unufual Difpatch, (laving but 
a little above a Week, by which Expedition they 
miffed of the Martinico Sloops, only a few Hours 5 
Roberts (ailing over Night, that the French arrived the 
next Morning. This was a fortunate Efcape, efpe- 
eially confidering, that it was not from any Fears 
of their being difcovered, that they made fb much 
haft from the Ifland-, but, as they had the Impu- 
dence themfelves to own, for the want of Wine 
and Women. 

Thus narrowly efiraped, they failed for Newfound-’ 
land y and arrived upon the Banks the latter end 
of June, 1720. They entered the Harbour of 
pajf, with their black Colours flying, Drums bea- 
ting, and Trumpets founding. There were two 
and twenty Veffels in the Harbour, which the 
Men all quitted upon the Sight of the Pyrate, and 
fled afhore. It is impoflible particularly to recount 
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the DeftruHion and Havock they made here, burn- 
ing and finking all the flipping, except a Briftol 
Galley, anddeftroying the Fiflieries, and Stages of 
the poor Planters, without Remorfe or Compun- 
£1 ion •, for nothing is fo deplorable as Power in 
mean and ignorant Hands, it makes Men wanton 
and giddy, unconcerned at the Misfortunes they 
are impofing on their Fellow Creatures, and keeps 
them imiling at the Mifchiefs, that bring them- 
felves no Advantage. They are like mad Men , that 
caft Fire-Brands, Arrows , and Death , and fay , are not 
we in Sport ? 

Roberts mann’d the Briftol Galley he took in the 
Harbour, and mounted 16 Guns on Board her, and 
cruifing out upon the Banks, he met with nine or 
ten Sail of French Ships, all which he deftroyed ex- 
cept one of 26 Guns, which they feiz’d, and car- 
ried off for their own Ufe. This Ship they chri- 
ft’ned the Fortune , and leaving the Briftol Galley to 
the French Men , they failed away in Company 
with the Sloop, on another Cruile, and took feve- 
ral Prizes, viz., the Richard of Biddiford , Jonathan 
Whitfield Matter ; the Wflling Mind of Pool \ the 
Expectation of Topjham \ and the Samuel , Captain Ca- 
ry , ol London \ out of thefe Ships they encrealed 
their Company, by entring all the Men they could 
well fpare, in their own Service. The Samuel was 
a rich Ship, and had feveral Paffengers on Board, 
who were ufed very roughly, in order to make 
them difeover their Money, threatning them every 
Moment with Death, if they did not refign every 
Thing up to them. They tore up the Hatches 
and entered the Hold like a parcel of Furies, and 
with Axes and Cutlalhes, cut and broke open all 
the Bales, Cafes, and Boxes, they could lay their 
Hands on and when any Goods came upon 
Deck, that they did not like to carry aboard, 
ijjftead of tottuig them into the Hold again, 

threw 
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threw them over-board into the Sea •, all this was 
done with inceffanf curfing and fwearing, more 
like Fiends than Men. They carried with them. 
Sails, Guns, Powder, Cordage, and 8 or 9000 1 . 
worth of the choiceft Goods and told Captain. 
Cary, That they Jlmld accept of no Aft of Grace that 

the K and P -t might he damned with their ASls of 

G -■ for them \ neither would they go to Hope-Point, 

to he bang'd up a Sun drying , as Kiddh, and Braddifh’j 
Company were • hut that if they fhould ever he overpower d, 
they would fet Fire to the Powder, with a Pifiol, and go all 
merrily to Hell together . 

' After they had brought all the Booty aboard, 
a Confultation was held whether they fhould fmk 
or burn the Ship, but whilfl they were debating; 
the Matter, they fpyed a Sail, and fo left the Sa- 
muel, to give her Chace •, at Midnight they came 
up with the fame, which proved to be a Snow from 
Brijlol, bound for Bofion, Captain Bowles Mailer : 
They us’d him barbaroufly, becaufe of his Coun- 
try, Captain Rogers , who attack’d them off Barba - 
does, being of the City of Brijlol. 

July the 1 6th, which was two Days after wardSj 
.they took a Virginia Man called the Little York, James 
Philips Mailer, and the Love, of Leverpool, which 
they plundered and let go-, the next Day a Snow 
from Briflol, call’d the Phienix, John Richards Matter, 
met with the fame Fate from them ; as alfo a Bri- 
gantine, Captain Thomas, and a Sloop called the Sad - 
bury -, they took all the Men out of the Brigantine, 
and funk the Veffel. 

When they left the Banks of Newfoundland , they 
failed for the Wefi-lndies, and the Provilions grow- 
ing fhort, they went for the Latitude of the Ifland 
Defeada, to cruife, it being efleemed the likeliefr 
Place to meet with fuch Ships as (they ufed in their 
Mirth to fay,) were configned to them, with Sup- 
plies. And it has been very much fuipe&ed that 

Ships 
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Ships have loaded with Provilions at the Englijh 
Colonies, on pretence of Trading on the Coaft of 
Africa, when they have in reality been con- 
figned to them; and tho’ a fhew of Violence is 
offered to them when they meet, yet they are 
pretty fure of bringing their Cargo to a good 
Market. 

However, at this Time they miffed with their 
ulual Luck, and Provifions arid Neceffaries be- 
coming more lcarce every Day, they retired to- 
wards St. Chriflophers, where being deny’d all Suc- 
cour or Afliftance from the Government, they fir’d 
in Revenge on the Town, and burnt two Ships in 
the Road, one of them commanded by Captain 
Cox, of Briflol ; and then retreated farther to the 
Ifland of St. Bartholomew , where they met with 
much handfomer Treatment. The Governor riot 
only fupplying them with Refrefhments, but he 
and the Chiefs carrefling them in the molt friendly 
Manner : And the Women, from fo good an Ex- 
ample, endeavoured to outvie each other in Drefs, 
and Behaviour, to attraft the good Graces of fuch ge- 
nerous Lovers, that paid well for their Favours. 

Sated at length with thefe Pleafures, and ha- 
ving taken on Board a good fupply of frefh Pro- 
vifions, they voted unahimoufly for the Coaft of 
Guiney, and in the Latitude of 22 N. in their Voyage 
thither, met with a French Ship from Martinico , rich- 
ly laden, and, which was unlucky for the Mafter, 
had a property of being fitter for their Putpofe, 
than the Banker. Exchange war no Robbery they laid, 
and fo after a little mock Complaifance to Monfieur, 
for the Favour he had done them, they fhifted 
their Men, and took leave : This was their firft 
Royal Fortune. 

In this Ship Roberts proceeded on his' defigried 
Voyage ; but before they reached Guiney, he pro- 
posed to touch at Brava , the Southermoft of Cape 
* Vtrd 
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Herd Iflands and clean. But here again by an 
intolerable Stupidity and want of Judgment, they 
got lo far to Leeward of their Port, that des- 
pairing to regain it, or any of the Windward 
Parts of Africa , they were obliged to go back 
again with the Trade-Wind, for the Wefi- Indies , 
which had very near been the Deftru&ion of them 
all. Surinam was the Place now defigned for, which 
was at no lefs than 700 Leagues Diftance, and they 
had but one Hogihead of Water left to Supply 
1 24 Souls for that PalTage \ a fad Circumftance 
that eminently expofes the Folly and Madnels 
among Pyrates, and he muft be an inconfiderard 
Wretch indeed, who, if he could Separate the 
Wickednefs and Punilhment from the Fa£t, would 
yet hazard his Life amidft fuch Dangers, as their 
Want of Skill and Forecaft made them liable to. 

Their Sins, we may prefume were never fo trou- 
blefome to their Memories, as now, that inevita- 
ble Deftru&ion leem’d to threaten them, without 
the leaft Glympfe of Comfort or Alleviation to 
their Mifery for, with what Facecouid Wretches 
who had ravaged and made fo many Neceftitous, 
look up for Relief-, they had to that Moment li- 
ved in Defiance of the Power that now alone they 
muft truft for their Prefervation, and indeed with- 
out the miraculous Intervention of Providence, there 
appeared only this miferable Choice, viz. a pre- 
fent Death by their own Hands, or a ling’ring one 
by Famine. 

They continued their Courfe, and dame to ail 
Allowance of one fingle Mouthful of Wafer for 
24 Hours:, many of them drank their Urine, dr 
Sea Water, which, inftead of allaying, gave them 
an inextinguifhable Thirft, that killed them : Others 
pined and wafted a little more Time in Fluxes 
and Apyrexies* fo that they dropped away daily/ 
Thole that luftain’d the Mifery beft. Were fuch as 

Q: aiitioft 
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almoft ftarved themfelves, forbearing all forts of 
Food, unlefs a Mouthful or two of Bread the whole 
Day, fo that thofe who furvived were as weak as 
it was pollible for Men to be and alive. 

But if the difmal Profpeft they fet out with, 
gave them Anxiety, Trouble, or Pain, what muft 
their Fears and Apprehenfions be, when they had 
not one Drop of Water left, or any other Liquor 
to moiften or animate. This was their Cafe, when 
(by the working of Divine Providence, no doubt , ) 
they were brought into Soundings, and at Night 
anchored in feven Fathom Water : This was an 
inexpreffible Joy to them, and, as it were, fed the 
expiring Lamp of Life with frefh Spirits } but this 
could not hold long. When the Morning came, 
they faw Land from the Maft-Head, but it was at 
fo great a Diftance, that it afforded but an indiffe- 
rent Profpeft to Men who had drank nothing for 
the two la ft Days •, however, they difpatch’d their 
Boat away, and late the fame Night it return’d, 
to their no fmall Comfort, with a load of Water, 
informing them, that they had got off the Mouth 
of A feriwinga River on the Coaft of Surinam . 

One would have thought fo miraculous an Efcape 
fhould have wrought fome Reformation, but alals, 
they had no fooner quenched their Thirft, but they 
had forgot the Miracle, till Scarcity of Provifions 
awakened their Senfes, and bid them guard againft 
ftarving •, their allowance was very fmall, and yet 
they would profanely fay, That Providence which had 
gave them Drink, would , no doubt , bring them Meat alfo y 
if they would ufe but an honefi Endeavour. 

In purfuance of thefe honeft Endeavours, they 
were fleering for the Latitude of Barbadoes, with 
what little they had left, to look out for more, or 
Starve ; and, in their Way, met a Ship that anfwer- 
ed their Necefljties, and after that a Brigantine ; 
the former was called the Greyhound , belonging to 
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St. Chriftofhersy and bound to Philadelphia , the Mate 
of which figned the Pyrate’s Articles, and was 
afterwards Captain Of the Ranger t Confer t to the 
Royal Fortune. 

Out of the Ship# and Brigantine, the Pyrates got 
a good fupply of Provifions and Liquor, fe that 
they gave over the defigned Cruife, and watered 
at Tobago , and hearing of the two Sloops that had 
been fitted out and fent after them at Cortfocoo, they 
foiled to the Ifland of Martinico , to make the Go- 
vernor feme fert of an Equivalent for the Care 
and Expedition he had ihewn in that Affair; 

It is the Cuftom at Martinico $ for the Dutch In- 
terlopers that have a Mind to Trade with the Peo- 
ple of the Ifland, to hoift their Jacks when they 
come before the Town : Roberts knew the Signal^ 
and being an utter Enemy to them, he bent his 
Thoughts upon Mifchief; and accordingly came 
in with his Jack flying, which, as he expected, they 
miflook fot a good Market, and thought them- 
felves happieft that could fooneft difpatch off their 
Sloops and VelTels for Trade; When Roberts had 
got them within his Power, (one after another,) 
he told them, he would not have it foid that they 
came off for nothing, and therefore ordered them 
to leave their Money behind, for that they were 
a Parcel of Rogues, and hoped they would always 
meet with fuch a Dutch T rude as this was } lie 
referved One Veflel to fet the Paffengers on Shore 
again, and fired the reft, to the Number of 
twenty. 

Roberts was fo enraged at the Attempts that had 
been made for taking of him, by the GovernOrsof Bar- 
bados and Martinico , that he ordered a new Jack to 
be made, which they ever after hoifted, with his 
own Figure pourtray’d, ftanding upon two Skulls 
and under them the Letters A B H and AM H i 

Q. a %n£ 
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figni ying a Barbadian’s and a Martinican s Head, 
as may be feen in the Plate of Captain Roberts. 

At Dominico , the next Ifland they touched at, they 
took a Dutch Interloper of 22 Guns .and 75 Men, 
and a Brigantine belonging to Rhode-JJland, one Nor- 
ton Mafter. The former made fome Defence, till 
lome of his Men being killed, the reft were dif- 
couraged and ftruck their Colours. With thefe 
two Prizes they went down to Guadalupe , and 
brought out a Sloop, and a French Fly-Boat laden 
with Sugar ; the Sloop they burnt, and went on 
to Moonay , another Iiland, thinking to clean, but 
finding the Sea ran too high there to undertake 
it with Safety, they bent their Courfe for the 
North Part of Hifpaniola, where, at Bonnet's Key, 
in the Gulf of Saminah, they cleaned both the 
Ship and the Brigantine. For tho’ Hifpaniola. be 
fettled by the Spaniards and French, and is the Re- 
fidence of a Prefident from Spain, who receives, and 
finally determines Appeals from all the other 
Spanijh Weft 'India Iflands \ yet is its People by no 
Means proportioned to its Magnitude, fo that there 
are many Harbours in it, to which Pyrates may 
lecurely refort without Fear of Difcovery from 
the Inhabitants. 

-Whilll they were here, two Sloops came in, as 
they pretended, to pay Roberts a Vifit, the Matters, 
whofe Names wer e Porter and Tuchrrnan,^Adreiicd 
the Pyrate, as the Queen of Sheba did Solomon, to 
wit. That having heard of his Fame and Atchieyements , 
they had put in there to learn his Art and Wif- 
dom in the Bufinels of pyrating, being Veflels on 
the fame honourable Defign with himfelf ■, and 
hoped with the Communication of his Knowledge, 
they fhould alfo receive his Charity, being in want 
of Necelfaries for fuch Adventures. Roberts was 
v/on upon by the Peculiarity and Bluntnefs of thefe 

two 
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two Men, and gave them Powder, Arms, and what 
ever elfe they had Occalion for, fpent two or three 
merry Nights with them, and at parting, faid, he 
hoped the L would Profper their handy Works. 

They palled Time Time here, after they had got 
their Velfel ready, in their ufual Debaucheries j 
they had taken a confiderable Quanty of Rum 
and Sugar, fo that- Liquor was as plenty as Wa- 
ter, and few there were, who denied themlelves 
the immoderate Ufe of it ; nay. Sobriety brought 
a Man under a Sufpicion of being in a Piot againft 
the Commonwealth, and in their Senfe, he was 
looked upon to be a Viliam that would not be 
drunk. This was' evident in the Affair of Harry 
Glashy , cholen Mafter of the Royal Fortune , who, 
with two others, laid hold of the Opportunity 
at the laft Iiland they were at, to move off with- 
out bidding Farewei to his Friends. Glasby was 
a relerved lober Man, and therefore gave Occa- 
lion to be fufpefted, fo that he was loon miffed 
after he went away •, arid a Detachment’ being 
lent in queft of the Deferters, they were all three 
brought back again the next Day. This was a 
capital Offence, and for which they were ordered 
to be brought to an immediate Tryal. 

Here was the Form of Juftice kept up, which 
is as much as can be faid of leveral other Courts, 
that have more lawful Commiffions for what they 
do. ■ Here was no feeing of Council, and bri- 
bing of Witneffes was a Cuftom not known among 
them ^ no packing of Juries, no torturing and wreft- 
ing the Senfe of the Law, for bye Ends and Purpo- 
fes, no puzzling or perplexing the Caufe with un- 
intelligible canting Terms, and ufelefs Diftin£tions •, 
nor was their Seffions burthened with numberlefs 
Officers, the Minifters of Rapine and Extortion, 
with ill boding Afpefts, enough to fright Afiraa 
from the Court. 

0 . 3 . 
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The Place appointed for their Tryals, was the 
Steerage of the Ship \ in order to which, a large 
Bovvl pf Ru|n Punch was made, and placed upon 
the Table, the Pipes and Tobacco being ready, 
the judicial Proceedings began the Prifoners were 
brought forth, and Articles of Indi&ment againft 
them read they were arraigned upon a Statute 
of their own inaking, and the Letter of the Law 
being ftrong againft them, and the Fa& plainly 
proved, they were about to pronounce Sentence, 
when one of the Judges mov’d, that they fhould 
fir ft Smoak t’other Pipe; which was according- 
ly done. 

All the Prifoners pleaded for Arreft of Judg- 
ment very movingly, but the Court had luch an 
Abhorrence of their Crime, that they could not 
be prevailed upon to ihew Mercy, till one of the 
Judges, whole ISJame was Valentine Ajhplant , ftood 
up, and taking his Pipe out of his Mouth, faid, 
lie had fomething to offer to the Court in behalf 
of one of the Prifoners-, and fpoke to this Effeflr. 
. — — By G— — , Glasby Jhall not dye d- — -n me if he 
Jha'l. After this learned Speech, he fat down in 
his Place, and refumed his Pipe. This Motion 
was loudly oppofed by all the reft of the Judges, 
in equivalent Terms ^ but Ajhplant, who was re- 
folute in his Opinion, made another pathetical 

Speech in the following Manner. G d n 

ye Gentlemen, jam as good a Man as the hefi of you 
d — —m my Sr — 1 if ever I turned my Back to any Man 
in my Life, or ever will, by G — — -/» Glasby is an 
honefl Fellow, notwithfl anding this Alisfortune, and I love 
him, D~—l d— — n me if J don't : I hope he’ll live and 

repent of what he has dene-, but d- n me if he muft 

dye, j wiH dye along with him. And thereupon, he 
pulled out tt pair of Piftols, and prefented them 
to fome of the learned Judges upon the Bench ; 
who, perceiving his Argument lo well fypported, 
^ r ‘ , thought 
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thought it reafonable that Glasby fhould be ac- 
quitted •, and fo they all came over to his Opinion, 
and allowed it to be Law. 

But all the Mitigation that could be obtained 
for the other Prifoners, was, that they fhould have 
the Liberty of chooling any four of the whole 
Company to be their Executioners. The poor 
Wretches were ty’d immediately to the Mail, and 
there {hot dead, purfuant to their villainous Sen- 
tence. 

When they put to Sea again, the Prizes which 
had been detained only for fear of fpreading any 
Rumour concerning them, which had like to have 
been fo fatal at Corvocoo, were thus difpofed of: 
They burnt their own Sloop, and mann'd Norton's 
Brigantine, fending the M after away in the Dutch 
Interloper, not diiTatisfied. 

With the Royal Fortune, and the Brigantine, which 
they chriftened the Good Fortune, they pulhed to- 
wards the Latitude of Defeada, to look out for Pro- 
vifions, being very fhort again, and juft to their 
Wifh, Captain Hlng ft one's ill Fortune brought him 
in their Way, richly laden for Jamaica \ him 
they carried to Berbudas and plundered} and 
ftretching back again to the Weft-Indies, they con- 
tinually met with fome Consignment or other, 
(chiefly French,) which ftored them with Plenty 
of Provifions, and recruited their ftarving Con- 
dition } fo that flocked with this fort of Am- 
munition, they began to think of fomething wor- 
thier their Aim, for thefe Robberies that only 
fupplied what was in coiftant Expenditure, by 
no Means anfwered their I itentions •, and accor- 
dingly they proceeded again for the Coaft of 
Guiney , where they thought to buy Gold-Duft very 
cheap. In their Paflage thither, they took Num- 
bers of Ships of all Nations, fome of which they 

Q. 4 burnt 
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burnt or funk, as the Carriage or Chara&ersof the 
Matters difpleafed them. 

Notwithstanding the fuccefsful Adventures of 
this Crew, yet it was with great Difficulty they 
could be kept together,* under any kind of Re- 
gulation •, for being almoft always mad or drunk, 
their Behaviour produced infinite Dilorders, every 
Man being in his own Imagination a Captain, a 
Prince, or a King. When Roberts law there was no 
managing of fuch a Company of wild ungovernable 
Brutes, by gentle means, nor to keep them from 
drinking to excels, the Caufe of all their Diftur- 
bances, he put on a rougher Deportment, and a 
more magefterial Carriage towards them, correft- 
ing whom he thought fit •, and if any leemed to 
relent his Ufage, he told them, they might go afore 
and tale SatifalHon of him , if they thought fit, at Sword 
and Pi ft of for he neither valid d or fear'd any of them. 

About '406 Leagues from the Coaft of Africa , 
the Brigantine who had hitherto lived with them, 
in all amicable Correlpondence, thought fit f to take 
the Opportunity of a dark Night, and leave the 
Commadore, which leads me back to the Re- 
lation of an Accident that happened at one of the 
Wands of the Weft-Indies, where they water’d be- 
fore they undertook this Voyage, which had like 
to have thrown their Government (fuch as it 
was) off the Hinges, and was partly the Occalion 
of the Separation : The Story is as follows. 

Captain Roberts having been infulted by one of 
the drunken Crew, (whole Name I have forgot,) 
he, in the Heat of his Paffion killed the Fellow on 
the Spot, which was relented by a great many 
others, put particularly one Jones, a brisk aftive 
young Man, who died lately in the Alarjhalfea, and 
was his Mels-Mate. This Jones was at that Time 
alhore a watering the Ship, but as loon as he came 
on Board, was told that Captain Roberts had killed 
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his Comrade ^ upon which he curled Roberts , and 
laid, he ought to be ferved fo himfelf. Roberts 
hearing *3 ones* s ' Inveftive, ran to him with a Sword, 
and ran him into the Body •, who, notwithftanding 
his Wound, feized the Captain, threw him over 
a Gun, and beat him handfbmelyf- r This Adven- 
ture put the whole Company in an Uproar, and 
home taking Part with the Captain, and others 
againft him, there had like to have enfued a gene- 
ral Battle with one another, like my Lord 7ho- 
ntont ’’ s Cocksy however, the Tumult was at length 
appeas’d by the Mediation of the Quarter-Mafter ; 
and as the Majority of the Company were of Opi- 
nion that the Dignity of the Captain, ought 
to be fupported on Board-, that it was a Port of 
Honour, and therefore the Perfbn whom they 
thought fit to confer it on, Ihould not be violated 
by any Angle Member \ wherefore they fentenced 
Jones to undergo two Lafhes from every one of the. 
Company, for his Mifdemeanour, which was ex- 
ecuted upon him as foon as he was well of his 
Wound. 

This fevere Punifhment did not at all convince 
Jones that he was in the wrong, but rather ani- 
mated him to lome fort of a Revenge-, but not be- 
ing able to do it upon Roberts’ s Perfbn, on Board 
the Ship, he and feveral of his Comrades, corref- 
pond with Anflis, Cajtiin of the Brigantine, and 
confpire with him and fome of the principal Py- 
rates on Board that Veffel, to go off from the Coiif- 
pany. What made Anftis a Malecontent, was, the 
Inferiority he flood in, with Refpeft to Roberts, who 
carried himlelf with a haughty’ and magifterial 
Air, to him and his Crew, he regarding the Bri- 
gantine only as a Tender, and, as fuch, left them no 
more than the Refufe of their Plunder. Inlhort, 
Jones and his Confort go on Board of Captain An- 
fits, on Pretence of a Viflt, and there confulting 

with 
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with their Brethren, they find a Majority for lea- 
ving of Roberts, and fo came to a Resolution to bid 
a loft Farewel, as they call it, that Night, and to 
throw over-board whofoever fhould flick out ; but 
they proved to be unanimous, and effe&ed their De- 
fign as above-mentioned. 

I fhall have no more to fay of Captain An pis, 
till the Story of Roberts is concluded, therefore I 
return to him, in the purfuit of his Voyage to 
Guiney. The lofs of the Brigantine was a fenfible 
Shock to the Crew, fhe being an excellent Sailor, 
and had 70 Hands aboard •, however, Roberts who 
was the Occafion of it, put on a Face of Uncon- 
cern at this his ill Conduct and Mifimnagement, 
and refolved not to alter his Purpofes upon that 
Account. 

Roberts fell in to Windward nigh the Senegal, a Ri- 
ver of great Trade for Gum, on this Part of the 
Coafl, monopolized by the French , who conftantly 
keep Cruifers, to hinder the interloping Trade: 
At this Time they had two fmall Ships on that Ser- 
vice, one of 10 Guns and 65 Men, and the other 
of 1 <5 Guns and 75 Men •, who having got a Sight 
of Mr. Roberts , and fuppofing him to be one of 
thefe prohibited Traders, chafed with all the Sail 
they could make, to come up with him-, but their 
Hopes which had brought them very nigh, too late 
deceived them, for on the hoifting of Jolly Roger , 
(the Name they give their black Flag,) their French 
Hearts failed, and they both furrendred without 
any, or at leaft very little Refiftance. With thele 
Prizes they went into Sierraleon, and made one of 
them their Confort, by the Name of the Ranger, and 
the other a Store-Ship, to clean by. 

Sierraleon River difgorges with a large Mouth, 
the Starboard-Side of which, draughts into little 
Bays, lafe and convenient for cleaning and water- 
ing ■, what Hill made it preferable to the Pyrates, 

is, 
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is, that the Traders fettled here, are naturally 
their Friends. There are about 30 Englifh Men in 
all, Men who in fome Part of their Lives, have 
been either privateering, buccaneering, or pyrating, 
and hill retain and love the Riots, and humours, 
common to that fort of Life. They live very 
friendly with the Natives, and . have many of them 
of both Sexes, to be their Gromettas , or Servants: 
The Men are faithful, and the Women fb obedient, 
that they are very ready to proftitute themfelves 
to whomloever their Matters fliall command them. 
The Royal African Company has a Fort on a fmall 
Ifland call’d Bence Illand, but ’tis of little Ufe,befides 
keeping their Slaves; the Diftance making it in* 
capable of giving any Moleftation to their Star- 
board Shore. Heredives at this Place an old Fel- 
low, who goes by the Name of Crackers , who was 
formerly a noted Buccaneer, and while he followed 
the Calling, robb’d and plundered many a Man ; 
he keeps the beft Houfe in the Place, has two or 
three Guns before his Door, with which he Salutes 
his Friends, (the Py rates, when they put in)and lives 
a jovial Life with him, a 11 the while they are there. 

Here follows a Lift, of the reft of thole lawlefs 
Merchants, and their Servants, who carry on a 
private Trade with the Interlopers, to the great 
Prejudice of the Royal African Company, who with 
extraordinary Induftry and Expence, have made, 
and maintain, Settlements without any Conftdera- 
tion from thole, who, without fuch Settlements 
and Forts, would foon be under an Incapacity of 
purfuing any fuch private Trade. Wherefore, ’tis to 
be hop’d, proper Means will be taken, to root out a 
pernicious let of People, who have all their Lives, 
fopported themlelves by the Labours of other Men. 

Two of thefe Fellows enter’d with Robert's Crew, 
and continued with them, till the Deftruftion of 
the Company, 
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A Lift of the White-Men , living on the 

high. Land of Sierraleon, and the Craft they 
t occupy. 

V 'i" ov t . ' 'j • » • • ». (>• • 

~Y O H N Leadfione, three Boats and Periagoe. 

J Jlis Man Tom, 

His Man Brown. . 

• , " i; ’ •' ,1 j * > • 

Alexander Afiddleton, one Long-Boat, 

His Man Charles Hawkins. . ! " 

> ^ art " ers . °" e Lo, ’^ Boat - 
Their Man Jlife;; V~crrionr 
David Chatmers , Qiie Long-Boat. 

Chatmers , one Long-Boat. 

Richard Richardfon y one Long-Boat. 

, tenners tw° Long-Boats, and 

Xifew C/pa, S tw ° rma " Boats - 

His Man John Franks. 

William Waits , and one young Man. 

John Bonnerman. 

John England, one Long-Boat. 

Robert Samples, one Long-Boat. 

William Prefgrove , ~s 

Harry, Cone Sloop, two Long-Boats, 

tftchct \ a Boat, and Periagoe. 

Richard Lamb , 

With Rotjuis Rodrigus, a Portugucfe , 

George Bijhop. 

Peter Brown. 

John Jones , one Long-Boat, 


His 
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His Irifl> young Man. < 

At Rio Pungo, Ben j amen Gun. 

At Kidham, George Teats. 

< . ir-:i 1 

At Gallyneas , Richard Lemmons. 


‘ <\ , '! ' ... I 

The Harbour is lb convenient for Wooding and 
Watering, that it occafions many of our trading 
Ships, especially thofe of Brifiol , to call in there, 
with large Cargoes of Beer, Syder, and ftrong Li- 
quors, which they Exchange with thefe private 
Traders, for Slaves and Teeth, purchafed by them 
at the Rio Nune’s, and other Places to the North- 
ward, fo that here was what they call good 
Living. r . 1 r : a 

Hither Roberts came the End? of June, 1721, and 
had Intelligence that the Swallow, and Weymouth , two 
Men of War, of 50 Guns each, had left that River a- 
bout a Month before, and defigned to return about 
Chriflmas-, lo that the Pyrates could indulge them- 
felves with all the Satisfaftion in the World, in 
that they knew they were not only fecure whilft 
there, but that in going down the Coaft, after 
the Men of War, they fhould always be able to 
get fuch Intelligence of their Rendezvous, as would 
ferve to make their Expedition fafe. So after Ex 
Weeks flay, the Ships being cleaned and fitted, 
and the Men weary of whoring and drinking, they 
bethought themfelves of Bufinefs, and went to 
Sea the Beginning of Augifl, taking their Progrefs 
down the whole Coaft, as low as Jaquin, plunder- 
ing every Ship they met, of what was valuable in 
her, and ibmetjmes to be more mifchievioully wick- 
ed, would throw what they did not want, over- 
board, accumulating Cruelty to Theft. 

In this Range, they exchanged their old French 
Ship, for a fine Frigate built Ship, call’d the Onflow, 
belonging to the Royal African Company, Captain 
Gee 
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Gee Commander, which happened to lye at Seflos, to 
get Water and Necelfaries for the Company. A 
great many of Captain Gee's Men were afhore, 
when Robert’s bore down, and fo the Ship con- 
fequently furpriz’d into his Hands, tho' had 
they been all on Board, it was not likely the Cafe 
would have been otherwife, the Sailors, moil of 
them, voluntarily joyning the Pyrates, and encou- 
raging the fame Difpofition in the Soldiers, (who 
were going Paffengers with them to Cape-Corfo-Caftle') 
whole Ears being conftantly tickled with the 
Feats and Gallantry of thofe Fellows, made them 
fancy, that to go, was only being bound on a Voy- 
age of Knight Errantry (to relieve the Diftrefs’d, 
and gather up Fame) and fo they likewife offer’d 
themfelves ; but here the Pyrates were at a Stand, 
they entertain’d fo contemptible a Notion of Land- 
men, that they put ’em off with Refufalsfor lome 
time, till at length, being weary’d with Solicita- 
tions, and pittying a Parcel of flout Fellows, which 
they laid, were going to flarve upon a little Canky 
and Plantane, they accepted of them, and allow’d 
them • Share, as it was then term’d out of Cha- 
rity. 

There was a Clergyman on Board the Onflow, 
fent from England , to be Chaplain of Capc-Corfo- 
CaftU, fome of the Pyrates were for keeping him, 
alledging merrily, that their Ship wanted a Cha- 
plain-, accordingly they offered him a Share, to 
take on with them, promifing, he Ihould do no- 
thing for his Money, but make Punch, and fay 
Prayers yet, however brutilh they might be in 
other Things, they bore fo great a Refpett to his 
Order, that they relblved not to force him againft 
his Inclinations ; and the Parfon having no Relifh 
for this fort of Life, excufed himfelf from accepting 
the Honour they deligned him ; they were fatisfied, 
and generous enough to deliver him back every 

Thing 
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Thing he owned to be his: The Parfon laid hold 
of this favourable Difpofition of the Pyrates, and 
laid Claim to feveral Things belonging to others, 
which were alfo given up, to his great Satisfa&ion ; 
in fine, they kept nothing which belonged to the 
Church, except three Prayer-Books, and a Bottle- 
Screw. 

The Pyrates kept the Onjlolv for their own 
Ufe, and gave Captain Gee the French Ship, and 
then fell to making fuch Alterations as might fit 
her for a Sea-Rover, pulling down her Bulk-Heads, 
and making her fluih, fo that {he became, in all 
Refpetts, as compleat a Ship for their Purpofe, as 
any they could have found •, they continued to her 
the Name of the Royal Fortune , and mounted her 
with 40 Guns. 

She and the Ranger proceeded (as I faid before,) 
to Jaquin y and from thence to Old Calabar , where 
they arrived about Ottober , in order to clean their 
Ships, a Place the raoft fuitable along the whole 
Coaft, for there is a Bar with not above 1 5 Foot 
Water upon it, and the Channel intricate, fo that 
had the Men of War been fore of their being har- 
bour’d here, they might ftill have bid Defiance to 
their Strength, for the Depth of Water at the Bar, 
as well as the want of a Pilot, was a fofficient Se- 
curity to the Rovers, and invincible Impediments 
to them. Here therefore they fat eafy, and divi- 
ded the Fruits of their dilhoneft Inftuftry, and drani 
and drove Care away. The Pilot who brought them 

into this Harbour, was Captain L f, who for 

this, and other Services, was extreamly well paid, 
according to the Journal of their own Accounts, 
which do not run in the ordinary and common way, 
of Debtor , contra Creditor , but much more concife, 
lumping it to their Friends, and fo carrying the 
Debt in their Heads, againft the next honeft Trader 
they meet. 

They 
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They took at Calabar , Captain Loane , and two 
or three Brijlol Ships, the Particulars of all 
which would be an unneceifary Prolixity, there- 
fore I come now to give an Account of the 
Ufage they , received from the Natives of this Place! 
The Calabar Negroes did not prove fo civil as they 
expefted, for they refuted to have any Commerce 
orTrade with them, when they underftood they were 
Pyrates: An Indication that thefe poor Creatures, 
in the narrow Circumftances they were in, and 
without the Light of the Gofpel, or the Advan- 
tage of an Education, have,notwithftanding, fuch a 
moral innate Honefty, as would upbraid and lhame 
the moft knowing Chriftian ; But this did but ex-; 
afperate thefe Jawiefs Fellows,, and >fo a Party of 
40 Men were detach’d to force a Correfpoudencej 
or drive the Negroes to Extremities •, and they 
accordingly landed under the Fire, of their own 
Cannon. The Negroes drew up in a Body of 2,000 
Men, as if they intended to difpute the Matter with 
them, and ftaid till the Pyrates advanced within 
Piftol-fhot •, but finding the Lofs of two or three' 
made no Impreffion on the , reft, the Negroes 
thought fit to retreat, which they did, withlome 
Lofs : The Pyrates fet Fire to the Town, and then 
return’d to their Ships. This terrified the Na- 
tives, and put an entire flop to all the Intercourfe 
between them •, fo that they could get no Sup* 
plies, which obliged them, as foon as they had 
finifhed the cleaning and triming of their Ships, to 
lofe no Time, but; went for Cape Lopez., and watered, 
and at Anna-Born took aboard a Stock of frefh Pro* 
viftons, and then failed for the Coaft again* 

This was their laft and fatal Expedition, which 
we lhall be more particular in, becaufe, it cannot 
be imagined that they could have had ' AlTurance 
to have undertaken it, but upon a. Prefumption, 
that the Men of War, (whom they knew were 

upon 
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upon the Coaft,) were unable to attack them, or 
elfe purfuant to the Rumour that had indifcretio- 
nally obtained at Slerrdeon i were gone thither 
again. 

It is impoftible at this Time, to think they could 
know of the weak and fickly Condition they were 
in, and therefore founded the Succefs of this fe» 
cond Attempt upon the Coaft, on the latter Pre- 
fumption, and this feems to be confirmed by their 
falling in with the Coaft as low as Cape Labou, (''and 
even that was higher than they defigned,) in thp 
beginning of Jamary, and took the Ship called the 
King Solomon , with 20 Men in their Boat, and h 
trading VefTel, both belonging to the Company. 
The Pyrate Ship happened to fall about a League 
to Leeward of the King Solomon , at Cape Appollonia, 
and the Current and Wind oppofing their working 
up with the Ship, they agreed to fend the Long-- 
Boat, with a fufficient Number of Men to take 
her: The Pyrates are all Voluntiers on thefe Ge- 
cafions, the Word being always given, robo will go f 
And prefently the ftanch and firm Men offer them- 
felves ; becaufe, by fuch Readinefs, they recom- 
mend their Courage, and have an Allowance alfo 
of a Shift of deaths, front Head to Fpot, out of 
the Prize. 

They rowed towards the King Solomon with % 
great deal of Alacrity, and being hailed by the 
Commander of her, anfwered, defiance \ Captairi 
Trabern } before this, obferving a great Number of 
Men in the Boat, began not to like his Vifitors, 
and prepared to receive them, firing a Musket 
as they come under his Stern, which .they re- 
turned with a Volley, and made greater Speed 
to get on Board : Upon this, he applied to his 
Men, and ask’d them, whether they would ftand 
by him, to defend the Ship, it being a Shame they 
ftiould be taken by half their Number, 

ft &ny 
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any Repulfe ? But his- Boatfwain, Philips, took 
upon him to be the Mouth of the People, and put 
an End to the Difpute he fajd plainly, he would 
not, laid down his Arms in the King’s Name, as he 
was. pleafed to term it, and called out to the Boat 
for Quarters, fo that the reft, by his Example, 
were miflead to the lofing of the Ship. 

VV hen -they came on Board, they brought her 
under Sail, by an expeditious Method, of cutting 
the. Cable-, Walden, one of the Py rates, telling 
the Mafter, this jo of heaving up the Anchor 
was a needlefs trouble, when they defigned to 
burn the Ship. They brought her under Com- 
madore Roberts '' s Stern, and not only rifled her 
of what Sails, Cordage, &c. they wanted for them- 
lelves, but wantonly throw’d the Goods of the 
Company overboard, like Spend-thri ts, that nei- 
ther expeffed or defigned , any Account. 

On the fame Day alfo, they took the Flushing, a 
Dutch Ship, robbed her of Maft c , Yards and Stores, 
and then cut down her Fore-Maft y^but what flit 
as heav ly as any thing with the Skipper, was, their 
taking fume fine Saufages he had on Board, of his 
Wife’s making, and ftringing them in a ludicrous 
Manner, round their Necks, till they had fuffici- 
ently fhew’d their Contempt of them, and then 
threw them into the -Sea. Others chopp’d the 
Deads, of his Fowl's ofl, to be drefifed ,’for their 
Supper, and courteoufly invited the -Landlord, pro- 
vided he ivould find Liquor. It was a nielancholly 
Requ'eft. to the Man, but it muft be comply’d with, 
and he was obliged, as they grew drunk, to fit 
quietly, ‘and hear them fthg French and Spanish Songs 
out of his Dutch Prayer-Books, with other Pro- 
pha fiefs, that he (eho’ a Dutch Man)' flood ama=- 
zed at. , .... , 

■ In chafr-tg too near in, they alarmed the Coaft, 
and Expr&iTes were fent to the Enrlith and Dutch 
r. u- - - - - 4 Fafto- 
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Faftories, giving an Account o*f it: They were 
fenfible of this Error immediately, and becaufe 
they would make the beft of a bad Market, re- 
folved to keep out of fight of Land, and lofe the 
Prizes they might expefl: between that and Why- 
dah, to make, the more lure of that Port, where 
commonly is the beft Booty } all Nations trading 
thither, efpecially Portuguefe , who purchafe chiefly 
with Gold, the Idol their Hearts were bent upon. 
And notwithstanding this unlikely Courfe, they 
met and took leveral Ships between Axim and that 
Place j the circumftantial Stories of which, and 
the pannick Terrors they ftruck into his Majefty’s 
Subjects, being tedious and unneceiTary to relate, 
I fliall pafs by, and come to their Arrival in that 
Road. • \ - >* ' . 

They came to Whydah with a St. George’s Enlign, 
a black Silk Flag flying at their Mizen-Peek, and 
a Jack and Pendant of the fame : The Flag had a 
Death in it, with an Hour-Glafs in one Hand, 
and crofs Bones in the other, a Dart by it, and 
underneath a Heart dropping three Drops of Blood. 
— The Jack had a Man pourtray'd in it, with 
a flaming Sword in his Hand, and handing on two 
Skulls, fubfcribed A B //and A M H i. e. a Bar- 
badian's and a Martinican s Head, as has been be- 
fore taken Notice of. Here they found eleven 
Sail in the Road, Englijh , French and Portuguefe ; the 
French vvere thr.ee flout Ships of 30 Guns, and up- 
wards of 100 Men each, yet when Roberts came 
to Fire, they, with the other Ships, immediately 
flruck their Colours and furrendred to his Mercy. 
One Realon, it muft be confefs’d, of his eafy 
Viftory, was, the Commanders and a good Part of 
the Men being afhore, according to the Cuftom of 
the Place, to receive the Cargoes, and return the 
Slaves, they being obliged to watch the Seafons for 
it, which otherwife, in fo dangerous a Sea as here, 

R. 2 would 
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would be impracticable. Thefe all, except the 
Porcupine, ranfomed with him for eight Pound of 
Gold-Duft, a Ship, not without the trouble offome 
Letters palling and repairing from the Shore, before 
they could fettle it; and notwithstanding the 
Agreement and Payment, they took away one of 
the French Ships, tho’ with a Promife to return 
her, if they found fhe did not fail well, taking 
with them feveral of her Men for that End. 

Some of the Foreigners, who never had Dealing 
this Way before, defired for Satisfa&ion to their 
Owners, that they might have Receipts for their 
Money, which were accordingly given, a Copy of 
one of them, I have here fubjoined, viz.. 

T HIS is to certify whom it may or doth concern , that 
we GENTLEMEN OF FORTUNE, have 
received eight Pounds of Gold-Duft, for the Ranfom of the 
Hardey, Captain Dittwitt Commander , fo that we Dif - 
charge the faid Ship, 

Witnefs our Hands , this Batt. Roberts, 

13 th of Jan. 1721-2. Harry Glasby* 

, Others were given to the Fortuguefe Captains, 
which were in the fame Form, but being fign’d by 
two waggifh Fellows, viz.. Sutton, and Sympfon , they 
fubforibed by the Names of, 

Aaron IVhijflingpin , 
Sim . Tuimutton. 

But there was fbmething fo fingularly cruel 
and barbarous done here to the Porcupine, Captain 
Fletcher, as muft not be palled over without fpecial 
Remark, 

This Ship lay in the Road, almoft flaved, when 
the P.yrates came in, and the Commander being 
on Shore, fettling his Accounts, was fent to for the 
Ranfom, but he exp u fed it, as having no Orders 

from 
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from the Owners •, though the true Realon might 
be, that he thought it dilhonourable to treat with 
Robbers •, and that the Ship, feparate from the 
Slaves, towards whom he could miftruft no Cruel- 
ty, was not worth the Sum demanded •, hereupon, 
Roberts fends the Boat to tranfport the .Negroes, in 
order to let her on Fire •, but being in haft, and 
finding that unlhackling them coft much Time and 
Labour, they actually fether on Fire,, with eighty 
of thofe poor Wretches on Board, chained two and 
two together, under the miferable Choice of periih- 
ing by Fire or Water : Thofe who jumped over- 
board from the Flames, were feized by Sharks, a 
voracious Fifh, in Plenty in this Road, and, in their 
Sight, tore Limb from Limb alive. A Cruelty un- 
pa ralell’d ! And for which had every Individual been 
hanged, few I imagine would think that Juftice had 
been rigorous. 

The Py rates, indeed, were obliged to difpatch 
their Bufinefs here in haft, becaufe they had in- 
tercepted a Letter from General Phifs to Mr. Bald-* 
vein, the Royal African Company’s Agent at IVhydah , 
(giving an Account, that Roberts had been leen to 
Windward of Cape Three Points, ) that he might 
the better guard againft the Damages to the Com- 
pany’s Ships, if he Ihould arrive at that Road 
before the Swallow Man of War, which he allured 
him, (at the lime of that Letter,,) was purfuing 
them to that Place. Roberts call’d up his Company, 
and defired they would hear Phifs Speech, (for fo 
he was plealed to call the Letter , ) and notwith- 
ftanding their vapouring, perfwaded them of the 
Neceftity of moving for, fays he, fuch brave Fel- 

* lows cannot be l'uppoled to be frightned at this 
4 News, yet that it were better to avoid dry Blows, 

* which is the belt that can be expefted, if over- 

* taken. 
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This Advice weigh’d w : th them, and they got 
under Sail, having flay'd only from Thurfday to 
Saturday Night, and at Sea voted for the Ifland of 
Anna Bona \ but the Winds hanging out of the Way, 
crofted their Purpole, and brought them to Cape 
Lopez., where I fhall leave them for their approach- 
ing Fate, and relate fome further Particulars of 
his Majefty’s Ship the Swallow, viz., where it was 
ihehad fpent her Time, during the Mifchief that 
was done, and by what Means unable to prevent it •, 
whatalfo was the Intelligence fire received, and the 
Meafures thereon formed, that at laft brought two 
fuch Strangers as Mr Roberts and Capt. Ogle , to meet 
in fb remote a Corner of the World. 

The Swallow arid Weymouth left Slerraleon , May 28, 
where, I have already taken Notice, Roberts arrived 
about a Month after, and doubtlels learn’d the 
Intent of their Voyage, and cleaning on the Coaft ; 
which made him letdown with more Security to 
his Diverfion, and furnifh him with fuch Intima- 
tions, .as made his firft Range down the Coaft in 
/ 4 ugufl following, more profperous ) the Swallow 
and Weymouth be’ng then, at the Port of Princes a 
cleaning. 

Their Stay at Princes was from July 28 to Sept. 20, 
1721, where, by a Fatality, common to the Ir- 
regularities of Seamen, (who cannot in fuch Cafes 
be" kept under due Reftraints,) they buried 100 
Men in three Weeks t : me, and reduced the Re- 
mainder of the Ships Companies into fo fickly a 
estate, that it was with Difficulty they brought 
them to fail ; and this Misfortune was probably 
the Ruin of Roberts, for it prevented the Men of 
War’s going back to Sierrahon, as it was intended, 
there being a Neceffity of leaving his Majefty’s 
Ship Weymouth (*n much the worfe Condition of 
the two) undgr the Guns of Cape Corfo, to imprels’ 
Men, being unable at this Time, either to hand 
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the Sails, or weigh her Anchor *, and Roberts being 
ignorant of the Occafion or Alteration of the 
firft Defign, fell into the Mouth of Danger, when 
he thought himfelf the fartheft from it*, for the 
Men of War not endeavouring to attain further to 
Windward (when they came from Princes) then to 
fecure Cape Corfo Road under their Lee, they lucki- 
ly hovered in the Track he had took, , 

Idle Swallow and Weymouth fell in with the Con- 
tinent at Cape Apvollonia , Otto. 20th, and there re- 
ceived the ungrateful News from one Captain Bird ^ 
a Notice that awaken’d and put them on their 
Guard } but they were far from expecting any Te- 
merity fhould ever bring liim a fecond Time on the 
Coaft, while they were there; therefore the Swal- 
low having feen the Weymouth into Cape Corfo Road 
Nov. 10th, fheply’d to Wihdward as far as Bajfam, 
rather as an Airing to recover a fickly Ship’s Com- 
pmy, and fhew herfelf to the Trade, whiTi was 
found every where undifturb’d, and werej for that 
Reafbn, returning to her Confort, when accident- 
ly meeting a Portuguefe Ship, flie told her, that the 
Day before fhe law two Ships Chace into Junky 
an Englijh Veflel, which fhe .believed muff: have 
fallen into their Hands. On this Story, the- Swal- 
low clung her Wind, and endeavoured to gain that 
Place, but receiving fooa after (Otto, the 14th) a 
contrary Report from Captain Plummer , an intel- 
ligent Man, in the Jafon of Briftof who had come 
further to Windward, and neither faw or heard 
any Thing of this \ fhe turned her Head down the 
fecond Time, anchored at Cape Appollonia, the 23d,’ 
at Cape Tres Punt as the 27 th, and in Corfo Road 
January the 7th, 1721-2. 

They learned that their Confort the - Wey- 
mouth ^ was, by the Afliftance of fome Soldiers from 
the Caftle, gone to Windward, to demand ReitU 
flution of fome Goods or Men belonging to the 

R 4 Africa# 
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African Company, that were illegally detained by 
the Dutch at Des Minas } and while they were re- 
gretting lo long a Separation, an Exprefs came 
to General Phips, from Axim, the 9th, and followed 
by another from Dixccve,( an English Faftory,) with 
Information that three Ships had chafed and taken 
a Galley nigh Axim Caftle, and a trading Boat 
belonging to the Company : No doubt was made, 
tdncerning what they were, it being taken for 
granted they were Pyrates., and fuppofed to be the 
lame that had the Augufl before infefted the Coaft. 
The natural Refult therefore, from thefe two Ad- 
vices, was, to haften for Whydah for it was con- 
piued the Prices they had taken, had informed them 
how nigh the Swallow Was, and withal, how much 
better in Health than lhe had been for fome 
Months prtft \ fb that unlefs they were very mad 
indeed, they would (after being difcoveredj make 
the belt of their Way for Whydah , and fecure the 
Bddty there, without which, their Time and In- 
duftiry had been entirely loft \ moft of the Gold 
lying in that Corner* 

The Swallow weighed froin Cape-Corfo, January the 
)6th, but was retarded by waiting fome Hours on 
the Margaret , a Cpmpany’s Ship, at Accra , again; 
Oil the Portugal , imd a whole Day at Apong, on a 
Perfon they uled toftile Mifs Hetty : A Conduft that 
Mr* phips blamed, when he heard the Pyrates were 
Iflifs’d at Whydah , altho’ he hacj given it as his 
Opinion, they could not be palfed by, and inti- 
mated, that to ftay a few Hours would prove no 
Prejudice. 

This, however, hinder’d the Swallow’’ s catching 
them at Whydah , for the Pyrates came into that 
Road, with a frelh Gale of Wind, the fame Day 
the SWahow wgs at Apong, and fail’d the 13th of 
’January from thence, that fhe arrived the 17th. 
i)he gaiiied Notice of them by a French Shallop 

from 
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from Grand Papa , the t4th at Night, and from 
Little Papa next Morning by a Dutch Ship ; fo that 
the Man of War was on all Sides, as Ihe thought, 
fure of her Purchafe, particularly when fhe made 
the Ships, and dilcovered three of them to get 
under Sail immediately at Sight of her, making 
Signals to one another, as tho’ they deligned a 
Defence ; but they were found to be three French 
Ships and thofe at Anchor, Portuguefe and Englijh , 
all honeft Traders, who had been ranfack’d and 
ranlom’d. 

This Difappointment chagreen’d the Ship’s Com- 
pany, who were very intent upon their Market ; 
which was reported to be an Arm-Cheft full of 
Gold, and kept with three Keys •, tho’ in all likly— 
hood, had they met with them in that open Road, 
one or both would have made their Efcapes ; or 
if they had thought fit to have fought, an Emu- 
lation in their Defence would probably have made 
it defperate. 

While they were contemplating on the Matter, 
a Letter was received from Mr. Baldwin, (Gover- 
nor here for the Company,) figr.ifying, that the 
Pyrates were at Jatjuin , leven Leagues lower. The 
Swallow weighed at two next Morning, January the 
idth, and got to Jaquin by Day-Light, but to no 
other End, than frightening the Crews of two 
Portuguefe Ships on Shore, who took her for the 
Pyrate that had firuck fuch Terror at Whydah: 
She returned therefore that Night, and having 
been ftrengthened with thirty Voluntiers, Englift 
and French, the dilcarded Crews of the Porcupine, 
and the French Ship they had carried from hence, 
fire put to Sea again January the ipth, conje&uring, 
that either Calabar, Princes, the River Gabone, 
Cape Lopez , or Annabona , muft be touched at for 
Water and Refrelhment, tho’ they Ihould relolve 
to leave the Coaft. As to the former of thole 

Places 
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Places, I have before obferved, it was hazardous 
to think of, or rather impra&icable •, Princes had 
been a lower Grape to them, but being the firft 
in the Way, fire came before the Harbour the 
29th, where learning no News, without looking 
Time, fleered lor the River Gabone , and anchored 
at the Mouth of it February the ift. 

This' River is navigable by two Channels, and 1 
has an Ifland about five Leagues up; called Popaguays 
or Parrots, where the Dutch Cruifers, for this Coafl, 
generally Clean, and where fometimes Py rates' 
come in to look for Prey, or to Refit, it being very 
convenient, by Reafon of a- lo ’t Mud about' it, 
that' adnrts si-Ship’s lying onShore, with all her 
Guns and Stores in, without Damage. Hither 
Captain Ogle lent his Boat and a Lieutenant, who 
fpoke with a Dutch Ship, above the Ulaad, from 
whom he had this Account, viz.. That he had been 
lour Days from Cape Lopez., and had left no Ship 
there. However, they beat up for the Cape, with- 
out regard to this Story, and oiTthe 5th, at Dawn- 
ing, was furprized with the Nolle of a Gun, which, 
as the Day brightened, they found was from Cape 
Lopez. Bay, where they difcovered three Ships at 
Anchor, the- largeft with the King’s Colours and 
Pendant flying, which was loon after concluded to 
be Mr. Roberts and his Conforts •, but the Swallow 
being to Windward,'' and unexpectedly deep in 
the Bay, was obliged to Steer off, for avoiding a 
Sand, called the French Mans Bank, which the Py- 
rates obferved for fame Time, and ralhly inter- 
preting it to be Fear in her, righted the French Ran- 
ger , which was then on the Heel, and ordered her 
to chafe out in ail haft, bending feveral of their 
Sails in the Purfuit. The Man of War finding 
they had foolifhly miftaken her Defign, humoured 
the Deceit, and kept off to Sea, as if Ihe had been 
really afraid, and -managed her Steerage lb, 
r. * . under 
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under the Direction of Lieutenant S«», an experi- 
enced Officer, as to let the Ranger come up with 
her, when they thought they had got fo far as not 
to have their Guos heard by her Confort at the 
Cape. The Pyrates had fuch an Opinion of their 
own Courage, that they could never dream any 
Body would ule a Stratagem to fpeak with them, 
and fo was the more eafily drawn into the Snare. 

The Pyrates now drew nigh enough to fire their 
Chafe Guns • they hoifted the black Flag that was 
worn in IVhydah Road, and got their. Spritfail.Yard 
along-lhips, with Intent to board ; no one having 
ever asked, all this while, what Country Sh'p they 
took the Chafe to be •, they would have her to be 
a Portvguefe, (Sugar being then a Commodity among 
them,)" and were fwearing every Minute at the 
Wind or Sails to expedite fo Iweet a Chafe ; but, 
alafs, all turned four in an Inftant : It was with 
the utmoft Confter nation they faw her fudden- 
ly bring to, and hawl up her lower Ports, now with- 
in Pi ftol-f hot, and ftruck their black Flag upon it 
direflrly. After the firft Surprize was over, they 
kept firing at a Diflance, hoifted it again, and va- 
poured with their Cutlafhes on the Poop; , tho’ 
wifely endeavouring at the fame Time to get away, 
Being now at their Wits end, boarding was pro- 
pofed by the Heads of them, and fo to make one 
defpeiate Pufh ; but the Motion not being well fe- 
conded, and their Main-Top-Maft coming down by 
a Shot, after two Hours firing, it was declin’d ; 
they grew Sick, ftruck their Colours, and called 
out for Quarters; having had io Men killed out 
fight, and 20 wounded, without the lofs or hurt 
of one of the King’s Men. She had 32 Guns, 
mann’d with 16 French Men, 20 Negroes, and 77 
Engl'fl). The Colours were thrown over board, 
that they might not rife in Judgment, nor be diffi 
play’d in Tryumph over them. 


While 
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While the Swallow was fending their Boat to 
fetch the Prifoners, a Blaft and Smoak was feen 
to pour Out of the great Cabin, and they thought 
they were blowing up but upon enquiry after- 
wards, found that half a dozen of the moft Delpe- 
rate, when they faw all Hopes fled, had drawn 
themfelves round what Powder they had left in the 
Steerage, and fired a Fiftol into it, but it was too 
fmall a Quantity to effeft any Thing more, than 
burning them in a frightful Manner. 

This Ship was commanded by one Sly r me, a 
Welch Man, who, tho’ he had loft his Leg in the 
Aftion, would not fuffer himlelf to be drelfed, or 
carried off the Deck} but, like Widrington, fought 
upon his Stump. The reft appeared gay and brisk, 
moft of them with white Shirts, Watches, and a 
deal of Silk Vefts, but the Gold-Duft belonging to 
them, Was moft Of it left in the Little Ranger m 
the Bay, (this Company’s proper Ship,) with the 
Royal Fortune. 

I cannot but take Notice of two among the 
Crowd, of thole disfigured from the Blaft of Pow- 
der juft before mentioned, viz. William Main and 
Roger Ball. An Officer of the Ship feeing a Silver 
Call hang at the Waft of the former, laid to him, 
/ pytfutfie you are Boatfwain of this Ship. Then you pre- 
fume wrong, anfwered he, for 1 am Boatfwa'n of the 
Royal Fortune, Captain Roberts Commander. Then 
Mr. Boatfwain you will be hanged / believe , replies 
the Officer, 'that is as your Honour pleafes, anfwered 
he again, and was for turning away : But the Of- 
ficer defired to know of him, how the Powder, 
which had made them in that Condition, came to 
take Fire. — — By G-—+- fays he, they are all mad and 
bewitched, for I have loft a good Hat by it. (the Hat and 
he being both blown out of the Cabin Gallery, 
into the Sea.) But what ftgnift.es a Hat Friend, lays 
the Officer. Not' much anfwer’d he, the Men 
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being bufy in ftripping him of his Shoes and Stoc- 
kings.- ’The Officer then enquired of him, whe- 

ther Roberts's Company were as likely Fellows as 
thefe. — — There are 120 of them , (anfwered he) as 
clever Fellows as ever trod Shoe Leather : Would I Wert 
•with them ! — — No doubt on't , fays the Officer. — — 
By G — - it is naked Truth, anfwered he, looking 
down and feeing himfelf, by this Time, quite 
llriped. 

The Officer then approached Roger Rally who 
was feated in a private Corner, with a Look as fal- 
len as Winter, and asked him, how he came blown 
up in that frightful Manner. — — Why, lays he, 
John Morris fired a Piftol into the Powder , and if he 
had not done it, I would, (bearing his Pain without the 
lealt Complaint.) The Officer gave him to under- 
Hand he was Surgeon, and if he delired it, he 
would drefs him \ but he fwore it Ihould not be 
done, and that if any Thing was applied to him, 
he would tear it off. — — Nevertheless the Surgeon had 
good Nature enough to drefs him, tho’ with much 
trouble : At Night he was in a kind of Delirium , 
and raved on the Bravery of Roberts , laying, he 
ffiould Ihortly be releafed, as foon as they ihould 
meet him, which procured him a lalhing down upon 
the Forecaftle, which he refilling with all his 
Force, caufed him to be ufed with the more Vio- 
lence, lo that he was tied down with lo much 
Severity, that his Fleffi being lore and tender 
with the blowing, up, he died nest Pay of a Mor- 
tification. 

They fecured the Prifoners with Pinions, and 
Shackles, but the Ship was fo much dilabled in the 
Engagement, that they had once Thoughts to fet 
her on Fire , but this would have givcnthem the 
Trouble of taking the Pyrates wounded Men on 
Board themfelves, and that they were certain the 
Royal Fortune would wait for their Conforms Return, 
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they lay by her two Days, repaired her Rigging and 
other Damages, and lent her into Princes, with the 
French Men, and four of their own Hands. 

On the pth in the Evening, the Swallow gained the 
Cape again, and law th q Royal Fortune Handing into 
the Bay with the Neptune , Captain Hill , of London: A 
good Prefage of the next Day’s Succefs, for they did 
not doubt but the Temptation of Liquor, and Plun- 
der, they might find in this their new Prize, would 
make the Pyrates very confufed; and fo it hap- 


pened. 

On the ioth, in the Morning, the Man of War 
bore away to round the Cape. Roberts’’ s Crew d : l- 
cerning their Mails over the Land, went down 
into the Cabin, to acquaint him of it, he being 
then at Breakfaft with his new Gueft, Captain 
Hill, on a favory Dilh of Solomongundy, and lome 
of his own Beer. He took no Notice of it, and 
his Men almoft as little, lome laying Ihe was a Por- 
tuguefe Ship, others a French Slave Ship, but the 
major Part fwore it was the French Ranger return- 
ing, and were merrily debating for, lome Time, 
on the Manner of Reception, whether they Ihould 
falute, or not •, but as the Swallow approached 
nigher, Things appeared plainer, and though they 
were ftigmatiz’d with the Name of Cowards, who 
Ihewed any Apprehenfton of Danger, yet lome of 
them, now undeceived, declared it to Roberts, e- 
fpecially one Armjlrong, who had deferred from chat 
Ship, and knew her well : Thole Roberts fwore at as 
Cowards, who meant to difhearten the Men, asking 
them if it were fo, whether they were afraid to 
fight, or no ? And hardly refrained from Blows. 
What his own Apprehenfions were, till Ihe haw- 
led up her Ports, and hoifted their proper Colours, 
is uncertain y but then being perieftly convinced, 
he flipped his Cable, got under Sail, and ordered 
his Men to Arms, without any Ihew of Timidity* 

dropping 
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dropping a fi r ft Rate Oath, that it was. a Bite , but, at 
the lame Time, refolved, like a gallant Rogue, to 
get clear, or die. • - 

There was one Armjtrovg, as I juft mention’d, a 
Delerter from the Swallow, whom they enquired of 
concerning the Trim, and Sailing of that Ship-, he 
told them me fail’d beft upon a Wind, and there- 
fore, if they defigned to leave her, they fhould go 
before it; ' •>' , , ' n ’ ri • - . = 

The Danger was imminent, and Time very fhort, 
to confult or M^ans to extricate himlelf •, his Refb- 
lution in this -Streight, was as follows : To pals 
clofe to the Swallow, with all their Sails, and re- 
ceive her Broadfide, before they returned a Shot j 
if difabled by this, or that they could not depend 
on failing, then to run on Shore at the Point, 
(which is fteep to) -and every ore to fhift for him- 
fel f among the Negroes ^ , or failing in thefe, to 
board, and blow up together, for hefaw thatthe 
greateft Part ofhis Men were drunk, pailively Cou- 
rageous, unfit for Service. ( - 

Roberts himfelf made a gallant Figure, at the 
Time of the Engagement, being dreifed in a . rich 
crimfon Damask Waftcoat and Breeches, a red Fea- 
ther in his Hat, a Gold Chain round his Neck, with 
a Diamond Crofs hanging to it, a Sword in his Hand, 
and two Pair of Piftols hanging at the End of a. Silk 
Sling, flung over his Shoulders (according to the Fa- 
Ihion of the Py rates ) and is faid to have given his 
Orders with Boldnefs, and Spirit •, coming, accord- 
ing to what he had purpofed, clofe to the Man of 
War, received her Fire, and then hoifted his Black 
Flag, and returned it, {hooting away from her, 
with all the Sail he could pack and had he. took 
Armfirong ’ s Advice, to have gone before the Wind, 
he had probably efcaped } but peeping his Tacks 
down, either by the Winds drifting, for, ill Steerage, 
or both, he was taken a- back with his Saifs, and, the 
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Swallow came a fecond Time very nigh to him : He 
had now perhaps finifhed the Fight very defperate- 
ly, if Death, who took a fwift PaiTage in a Grape- 
Shot, had not interpofed, and ftruck him direCHy 
on the Throat. He fettled himfelf on the Tackles 
of a Gun, which one Stephenfon, from the Helm, ob- 
ferving, ran to his AfHftance, and not perceiving 
him wounded, fwore at him, and bid him Hand up, 
and fight like a Man but' when he found his Mi- 
flake, and that his Captain was certainly dead, he 
gufhed into Tears, and wilhed the next Shot might 
be his Lot. They prefently threw him over-board, 
with his Arms and Ornaments on, according to the 
repea r ed Requefl he made in his Life-time. 

Roberts was a tall black Man, near forty Years of 
Age, born at Newey-bagh , nigh Haverford-Wefl, in 
Pembrokjhire, of good natural Parts, and perfonal 
Bravery, tho’ he applied them to fuch wicked Pur- 
poles, as made them of no Commendation, frequent- 
ly drinking I) — n to him who ever lived to wear a 

Halter. He was forc’d himfelf at firft among this 
Company out of the Prince, Captain Plumb at Ana~ 
tnaboe, about three Years before, where he fervedas 
fecond Mate, and fhed, as he us’d to tell the frejh 
Men, as many Crocodile Tears then as they did 
now, but Time and good Company had wore it off. 
He Could not plead Want of Employment, nor 
Incapacity of getting his Bread in an honeft way, 
to favour fo vile a Change, nor was he fo much a 
Coward as to pretend it \ but frankly own’d, it was 
to get rid of the difagreeable Superiority of fome 
Mailers he was acquainted with, and the Love of 
Novelty and Change, Maritime Peregrinations had 
accuftom’d him to. In an hone ft Service, fays he, there 
is thin Commons, low Wages, and hard Labour •, in this. 
Plenty and Satiety, Pleafure and Eafe, Liberty and Pow- 
er • and who would not ballante Creditor on this Side, 
when all the Hazard that is run for it, at xoorfi, is only a 
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four Look or two at choahng . No, A merry Life and 
a fhort one, fliall be my Motto. Thus he preach’d 
himfelf into an Approbation of what he at firft ab-* 
horr’d*, and being daily regal’d with Mufick, Drinks 
ing, and the Gaiety and Diverfions of his Coijipa- 
nions , thefe deprav’d Propenfities were quickly 
edg’d and ftrengthen’d, to the extinguifhing of Fear 
and Confcience. Yet among all the vile and igno- 
minious Afts he had perpetrated, he is faid to have 
had an Averfion towards forcing Men into that Ser- 
vice, and had procured fome their Difcharge, note 
withftanding fo many made it their Plea. 

When Roberts was gone, as tho’ he had been the 
Life and Soul of the Gang, their Spirits funk ; 
many deferted their Quarters, and all ftupidly neg- 
lected any Means for Defence, or Efcape ■, and their 
Ma i n-m a ft loon a fte r be in g fhot by the Boa rd ,they had 
no Way left, but to furrender and call for Quar- 
ters. The Swallow kept aloofj while her Boat paf. 
fed, and repaired for the Pri loners •, becaufe they 
underftood they were under an Oath to blow up ; 
and fome of the Defperadoes fhevved a Willingnefs 
that Way, Matches being lighted, and Scuffles hap- 
pening between thofe who would* and thole who 
oppofed it : But I cannot eafily account for this 
Humour, which can be term’d no more than a 
falfe Courage, fmce any of them had Power to de- 
ftroy his own Life, either by Piftol, Or Drowning* 
without involving others in the fame Fate, who 
are in no Temper of Mind for it: And at bell, it" 
had been only dying, for fear of Death. 

She had 40 Gun** and 1 ^7 Men* 45 whereof were 
Negroes ; three only were killed in the A&ion* 
without any Lofs to the Swallow. There was found 
upwards of 2000/. in Gold*Duft in her. The Flag 
could not be got eafily from under the fallen Mali* 
and was therefore recover’d by the Swallow \ if had 
the Figure of a Skeleton in it* and a Man. pourtray’d 
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with a flaming Sword in his Hand, intimating a De- 
fyance of Death it felf. 

The Swallow returned back into Cape Lopez. Bay, 
and found the little Ranger , whom the Pyrates had 
deferted in haft, for the better Defence of the Ship : 
She had been plunder’d, according to what I could 
learn, of 2000 1 . in Gold-Duft, (the Shares of thole 
Pyrates who belonged to her ) and Captain Hilly 
in the Neptune, not unjuftly fufpeCted, for he would 
not wait the Man of War’s returning into the Bay 
again, but fail’d away immediately, making no 
Scruple afterwards to own the Seizure of other 
Goods out of her, and furrender’d, as a Confirma- 
tion of all, 50 Ounces at Barbadoes, for which, fee 
the Article at the End of this Book. iyio 

All Perfons who after the 29th o/Septem. *6905 &c. 

To fum up the whole, if it be confidered, fir ft, 
that the fickly State of the Men of War, when they 
fail’d from Princes, was the Misfortune that hin- 
dered their being as far as Sierraleon, and confe- 
quently out of the Track the Pyrates then took. 
That thole Pyrates, direCtly contrary to their De- 
fign, in the fecond Expedition, fhould get above 
Cape Corfo, and that nigh Axim , a Chace fhould of- 
fer, that inevitably rauft difcover them, and be foon 
communicated to the Men of War. That the fati- 
ating their evil and malicious Tempers at Whydah, 
in burning the Porcupine, and running off with the 
French Ship, had ftrengthened the Swallow with 30 
Men. That the Swallow fhould mifs them in that 
Road, where probably fhe had not, or at leaft fo ef- 
fectually obtained her End. That they fhould be 
fo far infatuated at Cape Lopez., as to divide their 
Strength, which when collected, might have been 
fo formidable. And laftly, that the Conqueft fhould 
be without Bloodfhed : I fay, confidering all thefe 
Circumftances, it fhews that the Hand of Provi- 
dence was concerned in their DeftruCtion. 


As 
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As to their Behaviour after they were taken, it 
was found that they had great Inclinations to rebel, 
if they couid have laid hold of any Opportunity. 
For they were very uneafy under Reftraint, having 
teen lately all Commanders themfelves •, nor could 
they brook their Diet, Or Quarters* without curling 
and fwearing, and upbraiding each other, with the 
Folly that had brought them to it. 

So that to febure themfelves againft any mad def* 
perate Undertaking of theirs, they ftrongly bar- 
ricado’d the Gun-Room, and made another Prifbn 
before it •, an Officer, with Piftols and Cutlafhes, 
doing Duty, Night and Day, and the Prifoners 
within* manacled and /hackled. 

They would yet in thefe Circumftances be im- 
pudently merry, faying, when they viewed their 
Nakednefs, that they had not left them a halfpenny , to 
give old Charon, to ferry them over Stix : And at their 
thin Commons, they would obferve, that they fell 
away fb faft, that they fhould not have Weight 
left to hang them. Sutton ufed to be Very pro- 
phane ^ he happening to be in the fame Irons with 
another Prifoner, who was more ferious than ordi- 
nary, and read and pray’d often, as became his 
Condition •, this Man Sutton uled to fwear at, and 
ask him, rvhat he propofed hy fo much PJoife and He-* 
votion ? Heaven, lays the other, / hope. Heaven , you. 
Fool , fays Sutton , did you ever hear of any Fyrates going 

thither ? Give me H //, it's a merrier Place : / ll give 

Roberts a Salute of 13 Guns at Entrance. And when 
he found fuch ludicrous Expreffions had no Effe£fc 
on him, he made a formal Complaint, and requefted 
that the Officer would either remove this Man, or 
take his Prayer-Book away, as a common Difturber. 

A Combination and Conlpiracy was formed, be- 
twixt Moody , Aftplanty Magnet, Mare , and others, 
to rife, and kill the Officers, and run away with 
the Ship. This they had carried on by Means of 
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a Mulatto Boy, who was allow’d to attend them, 
and proved very trufty in his Meffages, between 
the Principals-, but the Evening of that Night 
they were to have made this Struggle, two of the 
Prifoners that (at next to Afhplant, heard the Boy 
whifper them upon the Pro) eel, and naming to him 
the Hour they (hould be ready, prefently gave 
Notice of it to the Captain, which put the Ship 
in an Alarm, for a little Time and, on Examina- 
tion, foveral of them had made (hift to break off, 
or lofe, their Shackles, (no doubt for fuch Purpofe -,) 
bat it tended only to procure to themfolves worfe 
Ulage and Confinement. 

In the fame Paifage to Cape Corfo, the Prize, 
Boyd Fortune , was in the fame Danger. She was 
left at the Ifland of St. Thomas's, in the Poffeffion 
of an Officer, and a few Men, to take in fome 
freili Provifions, (which were fcarce at Cape Corfo') 
with Orders to follow the Ship. There were only 
fome ofthePyrates Negroes, three or four wound- 
ed Prifoners, and Scudamore , their Surgeon from 
whom they feemed to be under no Apprehenfion, 
especially from the laft, who might have hoped for 
Favour, on Account of his Employ •, and had flood 
fb much indebted for his Liberty, eating and drink- 
ing conftantly with the Officer • yet this Fellow, 
regardlefs of the Favour, and loft to all Senfe of 
Reformation, endeavoured to bring over the Ne- 
groes to his Defign of murdering the People, and 
running away with the Ship. He eafily prevailed 
with the Negroes to come into the Defign ; but 
when he came to communicate it to his Fellow Pri« 
foners, and would have drawn them into the fame 
Meafures, by telling them, he underftood Naviga- 
tion, that the Negroes were flout Fellows, and by 
a Smattering he had in the Angolan Language, he 
had found willing to undertake fuch an Enterprize ; 
and that it was^ better venturing to do this, run 

down 
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down the Coaft, and raife a new Company, than 
to proceed to Cape Corfo , and be hanged like a Dog, 
and Sun dry’d. One of them abhorring the Cruel- 
ty, or fearing the Succefs, dilcovered it to the Of- 
ficer, who made him immediately a Prifoner, and 
brought the Ship fafe. 

When they came to be lodg’d in Cape Corfo-Cafile, 
their Hopes of this kind all cut off, and that they 
were allured they mull there foon receive a final 
Sentence •, the Note was changed among moft of 
them, and from vain infolent jefting, they became 
ferious and devout, begging for good Books, and 
joyning in publick Prayers, and finging of Pialms, 
twice at leaft every Day. 

As to their Tryals, if we fliould give them at 
length, it may appear tedious to the Reader, for 
which' Realon, I have, for the avoiding Tautology 
and Repetition, put as many of them together as 
were try’d for the fame Fa£t, referving the Cir- 
cumfiances which are moft material, with Obfer- 
vations on the dying Behaviour of fuch of them, as 
came to my Knowledge. 

And firft, it may be obferved from the Lift, that 
a great Part of thefe Pyrate Ships Crews, were Men 
entered on the Coaft of Africa , not many Months 
before they were taken •, from whence, it may be 
concluded, that the pretended Conftraint of Roberts , 
on them, was very often a Coraplotment between 
Part : es equally willing : And this Roberts feveral 
Times openly declared, particularly to the Onflow’s 
People, whom he called aft, and ask’d of them, who 
was willing to go , for he would force no Body ? As was 
depofed, by fome of his beft Hands, after Acquit- 
tal •, nor is it reafonable to think, he fliould rejefl 
Jrijh Voluntiers, only from a Pique againft Kennedy, 
and force others, that might hazard, and, in Time, 
deftroy his Government : Eut their Behaviour foon 
put him out of this Fear, and convinc’d him, that 
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the Plea of Force was only the be# Artifice they 
had to fhelter themfelves under, in Cafe they 
ihould be taken ; and that they were lefs Rogues 
than others, only in Point of Time. 

It may likewife be taken Notice of, that the 
Country, wherein they happened to be tried, is 
among other Happinefles, exempted from Law-? 
yers, and Law-Books, fo that the Office of Regi- 
ster, of neceifity fell on one, not verfed in thole 
Affairs, which might juftify the Court in want of 
Form, more effentially fupply’d with Integrity 
and Impartiality. 

But, perhaps, if there was lefs Law, there might 
be more Juftice, than in fome other Courts; for, 
if the civil Law be a Law of univerfal Reafon ? 
judging of the RefHtude, or Obliquity of Mens 
Aftions, every Man of common Senle is endued 
with a Portion of it, at leaft fufficient to make him 
diftinguifh Right from Wrong, or what the CivilL 
ans call, Malum in fe. 

Therefore, here, if two Perfons were equally 
Guilty of the fame Faff, there was no convi&ing 
one, and bringing the other off, by any Quirk, or 
turn of Law ; for they form’d their Judgments 
upon the Conftraint, or Willingnefs, the Aim, and 
Intention of the Parties, and all other Circumftan- 
ces, which make a material Difference. Befides, 
in Crimes of this Nature, Men bred up to the Sea, 
muft be more knowing, and much abler, than 
others more learned in the Law ; for, before a Map 
can have a right Idea of a Thing, he muft know 
the Terns ftanding for that Thing: The Sea- 
Terms being a Language by it felf, which no Law- 
yer can be fuppofed to underftand , he muft of 
Conlequence want that difcriminating Faculty, 
which fhould direft him to judge right of the Fafts 
meant by thole Terms? 
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The Court well knew, it was not poilible to get 
the Evidence of every Sufferer by this Crew, and 
therefore, firft of all, confidered how that Deficien- 
cy fhould be fupplied •, whether, or no, they could 
pardon one Jo. Dennis , who had early offered him- 
felf, as King’s Evidence, and was the beft read in 
their Lives and Converfations : Here indeed, they 
were at a Lofs for Law, and concluded in the Ne- 
gative, becaute it look’d like compounding with a 
Man to fwear falfly, lofing by it, thofe great Helps 
he could have afforded. 

Another great Difficulty in their Proceedings, 
was, how to underftand thofe Words in the Aft of 
Parliament, of, particularly fpecijying in the Charge , the 
Circumftances of Time , Place, &c. i. e. fb to underftand 
them, as to be able to hold a Court •, for if they 
had been indicted on particular Robberies, the Evi- 
dence had happened moftly from the Royal African 
Company’s Ships, on which thefe Gentlemen of 
Cape-Corfo-Cafile , were not qualify’d to fit, their Oath 
running, That they have no Intereft direttly , or indi- 
rectly, in the Ship, or Goods, for the Robbery of which , 
the Party fiands accufed : And this they thought they 
had, Commiffions being paid them, on fuch Goods: 
And on the other Side, if they were incapacitated, 
no Court could be formed, the Commiffion abfblute- 
Jy requiring three of them by Name. 

To reconcile all Things, therefore, the Court 
refolved, to bottom the whole of their Proceedings 
on the Swallow's Depofitions, which were clear and 
plain, and had the Circumftance of Time when. 
Place where, Manner how, and the like, particu- 
larly fpecified according to the Statute in that Cafe 
made, and provided. But this admitted only a ge- 
neral Intimation of Robbery in the Indiftment, 
therefore to approve their Clemency, it looking Arbi- 
trary on the Lives of Men, to lump them to the 
Gallows, in fuch a fummary Way as muff have 
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been done, had they folely adhered to the Swallow’s 
Charge, they refolved to come to particular Tryals, 
Secondly, That the Frifoners might not be ignorant 
whereon to anfwer , and fo have all fair Advantages, 
to excufe and defend themfelves ^ the Court far- 
ther agreed with Juftice and Equanimity, to hear 
any Evidence that could be brought, to weaken or 
corroborate the three Circumftances that compleat 
a Pyrate-, firft, being a Voluntier amongft them at 
the Beginning ; fecondlv, being a Voluntier at the 
taking or robbing of any Ship •, or laftly, volunta- 
rily accepting a Share in the Booty ofthofe that 
did j for by a Parity of Reafon, where thefe Aftions 
were of their own difpofmg, and yet committed' by 
them, it mull be believed their Hearts and Hands 
joyned together, in what they atted againft his Ma~ 
jelly’s Ship the Swallow > 
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The Tryals of /"^Pyrates, 

’Taken by his Maje fly’s Ship the Swallow, begun 
at Cape Corfo-Caftle, on the Coajl of Africa, 
March the 28 tb, 1722. 

T HE Commiffion impowered any three named 
therein, to call to their Affiftance, iuch a 
Number of qualified Perfbns as might make the 
Court always confift of feven : And accordingly 
Summons were figned to Lieut. Jo. Bamjley , Lieut. 
Ch. Fanjhaw, Capt. Samuel Hartfeafe, and Capt. Wil- 
liam Menzjes , viz.. 

4 T> Y Virtue of a Power and Authority, to us 
4 JD give 11 ) by a Commiffion from the King, un- 
4 der the Seal of Admiralty, You are hereby re- 
4 quired to attend, and make one of the Court, for the 
4 trying and adjudging of the Pyrates, lately taken 
4 on this Coaft, by his Majefty’s Ship the Swallow. 

Given under our Hands this 28th of March t 
1722, at Cape Corfo-Caflle . 

Mungo Heardman , J Francis Boy, 

James Phips , I Edward Hide . 

Henry Dodfon , 1 

The Commiffioners being met in the Hall of the 
Caftle, the Commiffion was firft read, after which, 
the Prefident, and then the other Members, took 
the Oath, prefcribed in the Aft of Parliament, and 
having diretted the Form of that for Witneffes, as 
follows, the Court was opened. 


I, A. B. 
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I , A. B. folemnly promifi and f wear on the Holy Evan - 
gelifts, to bear true and faithful Witnefs between the 
King and Pri finer, or Prifoners , in Relation to the Fatt, or 
Facts, of Pyracy and Robbery , he or they do now j land ac~ 
cufid of So help me God. 

The Court confifted of 

Captain Mungo Hcardman, Prefident. 

James Phips, Efcy, General Mr. Edward Hyde, Secre- 
of the Coafi, tary to the Company. 

Mr. H. Dodfon, ? Mer. Lieut. John Barnfley, 

Mr. F. Boye, $ Lieut. Ch. Fanftiaw. 

The following Prifoners, out of the Pyrate Ship 
Ranger, having been commanded before them, the 
Charge, or Indi&ment, was exhibited. 


Prifoners taken in the Ranger. 


Mens Karnes. 

** fames Skyrm 

* Rich. Hardy 

* Wm. Main 

* Henry Dennis 7 

* Hah Ajhplant > 

* Rob. Birdfon y 

* Rich. Harris v 

* D. Littlejohn 5 

* Thomas How 
Her . Hunhins 

* Hugh Harris 

* W.Mackintofb 
Tnomas Wills 

4 - John Wilden 

* fa. Greenham 

* fohn faynfon 
*{- Chri. Lang 


Ships from Time when.’ 

Greyhound Sloop Off. 1720 

Pyrate with Davis 1718 

Brigantine Capt. Feet fune 1720 


Pyrates with Capt. Davis 


phoenix of Briftol, Capt. 
Richards 

at Newfoundland 
Succefs Sloop 
Willing Mind 


1718 

1719 

1719 
fune 1720 


Richard of Biddiford 
Mary and Martha 
Little York, Phillips Mr. 
Love of LancaJIer 
Thomas Brigantine 


^fuly 1720 

Sept, t 720 
* John 
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r%M^ii,\ NormmGMe y , os - *?“ 

uni Am A t . 1720 

* IVm.lVats ? r - t ZofMr .Clin , 

*!Vm. Davit S W "” 

t ST’ *‘ mw l.U.mk, Snow Capt £«* 

Hartley ( 1 ) TRobinfon of Leverpole Capt. ./&£. 1 72 1’ 
^ James Crane j Kannlng 

George Sm 'thfon -% 

/ Stanwlch Galley Captains 

Tar It on yAug.iqn 


A Dutch Ship _ 

Galley of Briftolfptt. 1721 
. at Callibar f 

Gertruycht of Holland Y 

Flufhingham of 

r Elizabeth Capt. Sharp 


Roger Pye 
'f* Fletcher 
* Ro. Hart ley ( 2 ) 
f Andrew Ranee 

* Cuthbert Gofs 

* Tho. Giles 

* Ijrael Hynde 
William Church 
Philip Haak 
William Smith 
Adam Comry 
William Graves 

* Peter de Vine 
John Johnfon 
John Stodgill 
Henry Dawfon 
William Glafs 
Jofiah Robinfon 
John Arnaught 
John Davis f 

\ Henry Graves Pfarlton Capt. 77;<?. 7krfc«*. 
Tho* Howard 
'f- John Rimer 
Thomas Clephen 
Wm- Guineys 
James Cofins 


JCing Solomon Capt. Tre- 
hern off Cape Appollonia 

^Whydah Sloop at Jaquin 


yjan. 17 2** 


J 


Porcupine Capt. Fletcher 


Tno. 
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*Tho. St ret ton 

* William Petty 
Mic. Lemmon 

* Wm. Wood 

* Ed. Watts 

* John Horn 
Pierre Raven 
John Dugan 
James Ardeon 
pitmen Gilliot 
Fra. Marraud 
John Gittin 
Jo r Richardeau 
John Lavogue 
John I) up la ffey 
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>Onflow Capt. Gee at Cellos Jan. 172* 


Peter Grojfey 
Renee Frogicr 
Lewis Arnaut 
Renee Jhoby 
Meth Roulac 
John Gumar 
John Paqucte 
Allan Pigan 
Pierce Shi Rot 


From- the 
Frenchi hip 
>’n Whydah 
Road Feb. 
1721-2. 


You, James Stymy Michael Lemmon , Robert Hart- 
ley , &c. 

Y E y and every one of you , are in the Name , and by the 
Authority , of our dread Sovereign Lord , George, 
King of Great Britain, inditted as follows , 

For af much as in open Contempt of the Laws of your 
Country , ye have all of you been wickedly united, and arti- 
cled together, for the Annoyance and Difturbance of his 
Maje fly's trading Subjects by Sea. And have in Confor- 
mity to the mosl evil and mifehievous Intentions , been 
twice down the CoaPl of Africa, with two Ships , once in 
the Beginning of Auguft, and a fecond Time, in January 
itUy finking , burning , or robbing fitch Ships , and Fejfels y 
as then happened in your Way. 

Pa ticularlVy ye ft and charged fit the Infiance , and In- 
formation of Captain Chaioner Ogle, as Traytors and 
Pyrates, for the unlawful Oppofltion ye made to his Ma- 
fl fly's Ship , the Swallow, under his Command. 

For that on the <5 th of February laSt pafl> upon Sight 
of the aforefaid King's Ship , ye did immediately weigh 
Anchor from under Cape Lopez, on the Southern Coafl of 
Africa, in a French built Ship of 32 Guns , called the 

Ranger, 
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Ranger, and did turfue and chafe the aforefaid King’s 
Ship , with fitch Difpatch and Precipitancy, as declared yt 
common Robbers and Tyrates . 

That about T :n of the Clock the fame Adorning, drawing 
\ within Gun-jkdt of his Majefiy s aforefaid Ship tlx Swal- 
low, ye hoi (red a pyratical black Flag, and fired fever A 
chace Guns , to deter, as much as ye were able, his Ma.jefiy‘% 
Servants from their Duty. 

That an Hour after this , being very nigh to the afore- 
faid King’s Ship , ye did audacioufiy continue in a hofiile 
Defence and AJfault , for about two Hours more, in open 
Violation of the Laws , and in Defiance to the King’s Co- 
lours and Commiffion. 

And lafily, that in the aBing, and comparing of all this , 
ye were all , and every one of you, in a wicked Combination , 
voluntarily to exert, and actually did , in your feveral Sta- 
tions, ufeyour utmoft Endeavours to difirefs the faid King’s 
Ship , and. murder his Majefiy’ s good Sub jells. 

To which they feverally pleaded. Not Guilty. 

Then the Court called for the Officers of the 
Swallow, Mr. Ifaac Sun , Lieutenant, Ralph Baldrick , 
Boatfwain, Daniel Maclauglin. Mate, defiring them 
to view the Prifoners, whether they knew them ? 
And to give an Account in what Manner they had 
attack’d and fought the King’s Ship*, and they 
agreed as follows. 

That they had viewed all the Prifoners, as they 
flood now before the Court, and were allured they 
were the lame taken out of one, or other, of the 
Pyrate Ships, Royal Fortune, or Ranger but verily 
believe them to be taken out of the Ranger. 

That they did in the King’s Ship, at break of 
Day, on Monday , the 5th of February , 1721-2, dis- 
cover three Ships at Anchor, under Cape Lopez^ 
on the Southern Coaft of Africa ; the Cape bearing 
then W. S. W. about three Leagues, and perceiving 

one 
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one of them to have a Pendant flying, and having 
heard their Morning-Gun before, they immediately 
fufpe&ed them to be Roberts the Pyrate, his Con- 
fort and a French Ship, they knew had been lately 
carried out of Whydah Road. 

The King’s Ship was obliged to hawl off N. 
W. and W. N. W. to avoid a Sand, called, the 
French Mans Bant, the Wind then at S. S. E. and 
found in half an Hour’s time, one of the three had 
got under Sail from the Careen, and was bending 
her Sails, in a Chace towards them. To encourage 
this Ralhnefs and Precipitancy, they kept away be- 
fore the Wind, (as though afraid,) but with their 
Tacks on Board, their Main-Yard braced, and ma- 
king, at the fame Time, very bad Steerage. 

About half an Hour after Ten, in the Morning, 
the Pvrate Ship came within Gun-fhot, and fired 
four Chace Guns, hoifted a black Flag at the Mizen- 
Peek and got their Sprit- fail Yard under their Bow- 
fprit! for boarding. In half an Hour more, ap- 
proaching Hill nigher, they Starboarded their Helm, 
and gave her a Broadfide, the Pyrate bringing to, 
and returning the fame. 

After this, the Deponents fay, their Fire grew 
flack for fome Time, becaufe the Pyrate was ihot fo 
far a Head on the Weather-Bow, that few of their 
Guns could Point to her •, yet in this Interval their 
black Flag was either Shotaway, or hawled down 
a little Space, and hoifted again. 

At length, by their ill Steerage, and Favour of 
the Wind, they came near, a fecond Time ; and 
about Two in the Afternoon Ihot away their Main- 

t0 yhe Colours they fought under, beftdes a black 
Flag, were a red Englijh Enfign, a King’s Jack, and 
a Dutch Pendant, which they ftruck at, or about. 
Three in the Afternoon, and called for Quarters ; 

it 
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it proving to be a French built Ship of 32 Guns, cal- 
led the Ranger. 

Ifaac Sutiy 
Ralph Baldricky 
Daniel AFaclauglin. 

When the Evidence had been heard, the Prifo- 
ners were called upon to anfwer, how they came 
on Board this Pyrate Ship , and their Reafon for 
fo audacious a Refiftance, as had been made againft 
the King’s Ship. 

To this, each, in his Reply, owned himfelf to 
be one of thole taken out of the Ranger \ that he 
had ligned their pyratical Articles, and lhared in 
their Plunder, feme few only accepted, who had 
been there too fhort a Time. But that neither in 
this figning, or fharing, nor in the Refiftance 
had been made againft his Majefty’s Ship, had they 
been Voluntiers, but had aided in thefe fever at 
Parts, from a Terror of Death \ which a Law 
amongft them, was to be the Portion of thole who 
refuled. The Court then ask’d, who made thole 
Laws ? How thole Guns came to be fired ? Or why 
they had not defer ted their Stations, and mutinied, 
when fo fair a ProfpeCt of Redemption offered ? 
They replied ftill, with the fame Anfwers, and 
could extenuate their Crimes, with no other Plea, 
than being forced Men. Wherefore the Court 
were of Opinion, that the Indictment, as it char- 
ged them with an unlawful Attack and Refiftance 
of the King’s Ship, was fufficiently proved \ but 
then it being undeniably evident, that many of 
thefe Prifoners had been forced, and fome of them 
of very lhort Handing, they did, on mature Deli- 
beration, come to this merciful Refo'ution \ 

That they would hear further Evidence for, or 
againft, each Perfon fingly, in Relation to thofe 
Parts of the Indictment, which declared them Vo- 
luntiers 
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luntiers, or charged them with aiding and alii ft ing, 
at the burning, finking, or robbing of other Ships } 
for if they afted, or affifted, in any Robberies or 
Devaftations, it would be a Convi&ion they were 
Voluntiers } here fuch Evidence, though it might 
want the Form, ftill carried the Realbn of the 
Law with it. 

The Charge was exhibited alfo againft the following 
Py rates taken out of the Royal Fortune* 


Sadbury Captain Thomas 
Newfoundland 


^ York of Brifiol 


* Mich. Mare in the Rover 5 Years ago 

* Chrif Moody under Davis 

* Mar . Jchnfon a Dutch Ship 

* James Philips the Revenge Pyrate Sloop 

* Hag, Jacob fon Dutch Ship 

* W. Williams 1 
^ Wm. Fernon 

* W. Wiliams 2 
Y Roger Scot 

* Tho. Owen 

* Wm. Taylor 
_Y Jofeph Nofiter 

* John Parker 

* Robert Crow 

* Gcorpe Smith 

o 

* Ja. Clements 

* John Walden 

* Jo. Mansfield 
James Harris 

* 3^2 Philips 

Harry Glasby Xsamuel Capt. Cary • 

Hugh Maries -* 

* IFiw. Magnus 

* Jojcfh Moor May Flower Sloop 


1 7 1 
1 8. 
17' 


T? 19 


Expedition of Topfnam 
Willing Mind or Pool 
Happy Return Sloop 
Mary and Martha 
Succefs Sloop 
Bleffing of Lymington 
from. Martinico 
Richard Pink 
a filhing Boat 


\gune\']lQ. 

'^Mayi~]20. 


>July 172O. 


’julyi’jlo. 


Eeh- 
* John 


Capt. Bartho . Roberts. 28$ 

i John du Frock ") y 

Wm- Champnies (hoyd Gaily Capt. Hyng- p-Mayi 72 1 , 

George Dan Con t (Ion > 


George Dan fen 
IJaac Buff el 
Robert Lilbourn 

* Robert JohnJcn 
f Vm. Darling 

Wm. Mead 
Thomas Diggles 

* Ben. Jeffreys 
John Francia 

** D. Harding 

* John Coleman 
** Charles Bunce 


(Ion 

f Jeremiah and Ann y Capt. rAp. 
Turner a 


1721. 


Chrifiopher Snow 
Norman Galley 
a Sloop at Sc. Nicholas 
a Dutch Ship 
Adventure Sloop 
a Dutch Galley 


^ Ap . 1721.' 


* R . Armfirong ditto run from the Swallow j j 

* Abra . Harper 

* Ptffr Lejley 

* John Jeffup 1 


( Onflow Capt. Gee at &/?*/, 1 7 2 1 • 




Martha Snow 


An. 1721V 


Thomas Watkins 

* 5 / 7 / 

* Jo. Stephenfon 

* James Cromby 
Tnomas Garrat 
•f' George Ogle 
Roger Gorfuch 
John Watfon 

^ John Griffin \Mercy GlUy M Callabar Otf.1721. 

* Pet . Scudamore j 
Chrift. Granger 
Nicho. Brattle 
James White 
Tho. Davis 
Tho . Sever 

* Bevins 


! Cornwall Galley at Cal- 
labar ) 


ditto 1 


* T.Oughterlaney 1 j 
J David Rice ^ 


tZob 


T 
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* Rob . Haws 
Hugh Riddle 
Stephen Thomas 

* John Lane 

* Sam . Fletcher 

* Wm* Philips 
Jacob Johnfon 

* John King 
Benjamin Par 
William May 
Ed. Thornden 

* George Wilfon 
Edward Tar l ton 

* Robert Hays 
Thomas Roberts 
John Richards 
John Cane 
Richard Wood 
Richard Scot 
Wm . Davifon 
Sam . Morwdl 
Edward Evans 

* John Jcjfup 2 


Bartho. Roberts • 


Joceline Capt. Loaner 
^ Diligence Boat 


> Kin<r Solomon 
6 


Capt. 


IGmiinz 

o 


Robinfon 
^ Elizabeth Capt. Sharp 

LTarlton of Leverpool 
j Cape la Ho u 


Oil . 1721. 
1721. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

* ditto . 


at 


> Charlton Capt. Allwright Feb . 1721. 


Porcupine Capt. 
Whydah Road 


Fletcher } 

f 1721, 


furrender’d up at Princes 


You, Harry Glasby y William Davifon y William Champ * 
nies y Samuel Aiorwell y &c. 

Y E y and every one of you , arc y in the Name , and by 
the Authority of our mojl dread Sovereign Lord 
George, King of Great Britain, indicted as follows. 

Forafmuch as in open Contempt and Violation of the 
Laws of your Country , to which ye ought to have been fub- 
jeElf) ye have all of you been wickedly united and articled 
together , for the Annoyance and, Defirullion of his Aid- 
Jeffs trading Sub jells by Sea y and in Conformity to fo wick- 
ed an Agreement and Affociation y ye have been twice lately 
aown this Coafi of Africa, once in Auguft, and a fecund 
Time in January lafi y Jpoiling and defroying many Goods 
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and Vejfels of his Majefly's Subjects, and other trading 
Nations* . , * 

Particularly ye fiand inditted at the Information and 
Infante of Captain Chaloner Ogle, as Traytors , Rob- 
bers, Pyrates y and common Enemies to Mankind* 

For that on the io th of February lafl 0 in a Ship ye 
ivere pojfefs'd of called the Royal Fortune, of 40 Guns* 
ye did maintain a hofiile Defence and Refinance for fome 
Hourly againft his Majefty's Ship the Swallow, nigh Cape 
Lopez B<f)y on the Southern Coaft of Africa. 

That this Fight and infolent Refinance again jf the 
King's Ship, was made, hot only without any Pretence of 
Authority, more than that of your own private depraved 
tVillSj but was done alfo under a black Flag, flagrantly 
by thaty denoting your f elves common Robbers and Traitors j 
Oppofers and Violators of the Laws . 

And lafily ? that in ibis Reflfiancey ye were atl of foil 
FoluntierSy and did y as fuch , contribute your utmofi Ef- 
fort s y for di fab ling and diftreffing the aforefaid Kihgft 
Ship , and deterring his Majefly $ Servants therein from 
their Duty. 

To which they federally pleaded. Not Guiltyl 

Whereupon’ the Officers of his Majefty’s Shrp^ 
the Shallow, \vere called again, and certified asf 
follows. 

That they had feeh aft the Prifohers now before 
the Courty and knew them to be the fame hiclt 
were taken out of one or other of the Pyrate Ships,* 
Royal Fortune Or Ranger , and verily believe them to 
be thofe taken out of the Royal Fortune ; 

That the Prifoners were pbffefs’d of a Ship* of 
40 Guns, called the Royal Fortuney and were at an 
Anchdr under Cape txpetj on the Coart of Africa. 
with two others: When his Majetfy’s Ship the 
Swallow, (to which the Deponents belong’d, and were 
Officers,*) flood in for the. Place, oh Saturday the 
ioth of February 1721 -2: The largeft had a jack* 
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Enfign and Pendant flying, (being this Royal For - 
tunc,) who on Sight of them, had their Boats pa fi- 
fing and repairing, from the other two, which they 
fuppofed to be with Men : The Wind not favouring 
the aforefaid King’s Ship, fhe was obliged to make 
two Trips to gain nigh enough the Wind, to fetch 
in with the Py rates and being at length little 
more than random Shot from them, they found fhe 
flipped her Cable, and got under Sail. 

At Eleven, the Pyrate was within Piftol-Shot, a 
Breaft of them, with a black Flag, and Pendant 
hoifted at their Main-topmaft Head. The Depo- 
nents fay, they then {Truck the French Enfign that 
had continued hoifted at their Staff all the Morn- 
ing till then •, and difplay’d the King’s Colours, 
giving her, at the fame Time, their Broadfide, 
which was immediately returned. 

The Fyrate’s Mizen-topmaft fell, and fome of 
her Rigging was torn, yet fhe ftill out failed the 
Man of War, and Aid half Gun-Shot from them, 
while they continued to fire without Intermiflion, 
and the other to return fuch Guns as could be 
brought to bear, till by favour of the Winds, they 
were advanced very nigh again \ and after ex- 
changing a few more Shot, about half an Hour paft 
one, his Main-Maft came downj having received a 
Shot a little below the Parrel. 

At Two fhe ftruck her Colours, and called for 
Quarters, proving to be a Ship, formerly call’d the 
Onjlitr, but by them, the Royal Fortune ; and the 
Pri Toners from her, allured them, that the fmalleft 
Ship of the two, then remaining in the Road, 
belong’d to them, by the Name of the Little Ran- 
ger , which they had defcrted on this Occafion. 

Ijaac Sun , 

Ralph Baldrich , 
Daniel Maclaugblln. 

The 
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The Prifoners were asked by' the Court, to the 
fame Purpole the others had been in the Morn- 
ing what Exception they had to make againft 
what had been fworn ? And what they had to lay 
in their Defence ? And their Reply were much 
the lame with the other Prifoners ; that they 
were forc’d Men, had not fired a Gun in this Re- 
fiftance againft the Swallow , and that what little 
Aftiftance they did give on this Occafion, was to 
the Sails and Rigging, to comply with the arbi- 
trary Commands of Roberts , who had threaten’d, 
and they were perfwaded would, have Shot them 
on Refufall > 

The Court, to difpenfe equal Juftice, mercifully 
refolved for thefe, as they had clone for the other 
Pyrate Crew •, that further Evidence fhould be 
heard againft each Man fingly, to the two Points, of 
being a Voluntier at firft, and to their particular 
Afts of Pyracy and Robbery iince : That lb Men, 
who had been lately received amongft them, and 
as yet, had not been at the taking, or plundering, 
of any Ship, might have the Opportunity, and Be- 
nefit, of clearing their Innocence, and not fallpro- 
mifcuoully with the Guilty. 

By Order of the Court , 

John Atkins, Regificr. 

Wm. Magnes , Tho. Oughterlauney, Wm. Main, Wm. 
Mackintosh, Val. AJhplant, John IV, Aden, T'rael Hind , 
Marcus John fon, Wm. Betty , Wm. Fernon, Abraham Har - , 
per, Wm. Wood, Tho. How , John Stephenfon , Ch. Buucc , 
and John Griffin. 

Againft the e it was depofed by Captain Jofcph 
Trahern, and George Fenn , his Mate, that they were 
all of them, either at the attacking and taking of 
the Ship King Solomon, or afterwards at the robbing 
and plundering of her, and in this Manner \ 
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That on the 6th of January laft their Ship riding 
at Anchor near Cape Appollonia in Africa , difcovered 
g Boat rowing towards them, againft Wind and 
Stream, from a Ship that lay about three Miles 
to Leeward. They judged from the Number of 
Men in her, as fhe nearer advanced, to be a Pyrate, 
and m^de fome Preparation for receiving her, be- 
lieving, on a nigher View, they would think fit to 
withdraw from an Attack that muft be on their Side 
with great Difadvgntage in an open Boat, and a- 
gainft double the Number of Men •, yet by the 
Rafhnefs, and the Pufillanimity of his own People 
( who laid down their Arms, and immediately cal- 
led fpr Quarter) the Ship was taken, and after- 
wards robbed by them. 

Prefident. Can you charge your Memory with any 
Particulars in the Seizure and Robbery ? 

Evidence. We know that Magnet , Quarter-Mailer 
of' the Pyrate Ship, commanded the Men in this 
Boat that took us, and affirmed the Authority of or- 
dering her Provifions and Stores out, which being 
of different Kinds, we loon found, were feized and 
fent away under more particular Direflions } for 
Aiain, as Boatfwain of the Pyrate Ship, carried 
away two Cables, and fevpral Cpils of Rope, as what 
belonged to his Province, beating fome of our own 
Men for not being brisk enough at working in the 
Robbery. ' Petty, as Sail-maker, law fo the Sails and 
Canvas ■ Harper, as Cooper to the Cask andTools-, Grif- 
fin, to the Carpenter’s Stores, and Ought erlauriey, as Pi- 
lot, having Ihifted himfelf with a Suit of my 
Clothes, a new typ Wig, and called for a Bottle of 
Wine, ordered the Ship, very arrogantly, to be 
fleered under Commadore Robert’s Stern, (\ fuppofe 
to know what Orders there were concerning her.) 

far particularly,' In the general, Sir, they were 
y.ery ^ptragipus and emulous ip Milchief. 

Prefidcnp. 
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Trepdent. Mr. Cafiel, acquaint the Court of what 
you know in Relation to this Robbery of the King 
Solomon \ after what Manner the Pyrate-Boat was 
difpatch’d for this Attempt. 

Tho. Caftel. I was a Prifoner, Sir, with the Pyrates 
when their Boat was ordered upon that Service, 
and found, upon a Refolution of going, Word was 
paffed through the Company, Who would go ? And 
I faw all that did, did it voluntarily no Compul- 
fion, but rather prefling who fhould be foremoft. 

The Prifoners yielded to what had been {worn 
about the Attack and Robbery, but denied the lat- 
ter Evidence, laying, Roberts he&or’d, and upbrai- 
ded them of Cowardice on this very Occafion \ and 
told fbme, they were very ready to ftep on Board 
of a Prize when within Command of the Ship, but 
now there feem’d to be a Tryal of their Valour, 
backward and fearful. 

Trepdent. So that Roberts forc’d ye upon this 
Attack. 

Prifoners . Roberts commanded us into the Boat, and 
the Quarter-Mafter to rob the Ship ; neither of 
whofe Commands we dared to have refuled. 

Trepdent. And granting it fo, thole are ftill your 
own Ados, fince done by Orders from Officers of 
your own Election. Why would Men, honeftiy 
difpoled, give their Votes for fuch a Captain and 
fuch a Quarter-Mafter as were every Day comman- 
ding them on diftaftful Services? 

Here fucceeded a Silence among the Prifoners, but 
at length Vernon very honeftiy own’d, that he did 
not give his Vote to Mngnes , but to David Sympfln 
(the old Quarter-Mafter,) for in Truth , lays he, I 
took Magnes for too honed a /Han, and unfit for the Bu~ 
ftnefs. 

The Evidence was plain and home, and ti e 
Court, without any Hesitation, brought them in 

Guilty. 

T 4 


WILL- 
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W ILLIAM Church , Phil- Haak, James White , Nich. 

Brattle , Hugh Riddle , William Thomas, Tho. Ro- 
berts, Jo. Richards, Jo. Cane , R. Wood, R. Scot, Wm . 
Dav'fon, Sam. Morwell , Edward Evans , Wm. Guineys y 
and 1 8 French Men. 

The four firft of thefe Prifoners, it was evident 
to the Court, ferved as Mufick on Board the Py- 
rate, were forced lately from the feveral Merchant 
Ships they belonged to ; and that they had, du- 
ring this Confinement, an uneafy Life of it, ha- 
ving fometimes their Fiddles, and often their Heads 
broke, only for excufmg themfelves, or faying 
they were tired, when any Fellow took it in his 
Head to demand a Tune. 

The other Englijh had been a very few Days on 
Board the Pyrate, only from Whydah to Cape Lopez . , 
and no Capture or Robbery done by them in that 
Time. And the French Men were brought with a 
Dengn to reconduft their own Ship for the Little 
Ranger in Exchange) to Whydah Road again, and 
were ufed like Prifoners - , neither quarter’d nor 
fulfered to carry Arms. So that the Court imme- 
diately acquiefced in, Acquitting them. 

P S HO. Sutton , Dav'd Sympfon, Chriflofher Moody, 
Jl Phil. Bill, R. Hardy, Hen. Dennis, David Rice , 
Wm. Williams, R. FJarris, Geo. Smith, Ed. Watts, Jo. 
Mitchell and James Barrow. 

The Evidence againft thefe Prifoners, were Gem 
de Haen, M after of the Flufinngham , taken nigh 
Axim, the Beginning of January laft. 

Benj. Kreft M after, and James Groet Mate of th<? 
Gertruycht, taken nigh Gabone in December laft, and 
Mr. Caftcl, Wingfield and others, that had been Pri- 
foner? with the Pyrates. 

The former depofed, that all thefe Prifoners 
(excepting Hardy') were on Board at the Robbery 
stud Plunder of their Ship?, behaving in a vile out- 
>' - - - ragious 
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ragious Manner, putting them in bodily Fears, 
lometimes for the Ship, and fometimes for them- 
lelves; and in particular, Kreft charged it on Sutton, 
that he had ordered all their Gunner’s Stores out; 
on which that Prifoner prefently interrupted, and 
faid, he was perjured, That he had not taken half. A 
Reply, I believe, not defigned as any fawcy Way 
of jefting, but to give their Behaviour an Appea- 
rance of more Humanity than the Dutch would 
allow. 

From Mr. Caflel, Wingfield and others, they were 
proved to be diftinguiihed Men, Men who were 
confulted as Chiefs in all Enterprizes ; belonged 
roofl of them to the Houfe of Lords, fas they call’d 
it , ) and could carry an Authority over others. 
The former faid, particularly of Hardy , (Quarter- 
Mafter of the Ranger ,) that when the Dil'gence 
Sloop was taken, f whereto he belonged,) none was 
bufier in the Plunder, and was the very Man 
who fcuttled and funk that VefTel. 

From feme of the Prifoners acquitted, it was 
farther demanded, whether the Acceptance or Re- 
fufal of any Office was not in their own Option ? 
And it was declared, that every Officer was chofe 
by a Majority of Votes, and might refule, if he 
pleafed, fince others gladly embraced what brought 
with it an additional Share of Prize. Guilty 

The Court on the 31ft of March , remanded 
the following fix before them, for Sentence, viz.. 
Dav. Sympfon, Wm. Magnet , F. Hardy , Thomas Sutton, 
Chriftopher Moody , and V den. Afhplant. 

To whom the Prefident fpoke to the following 
Purpofe ; The Crime of py racy , of which all of ye have 
been juflly conviSl eel. is of all ether Robberies the mo ft ag- 
gravating and inhumane , in that being removed from the 
Tears of Surpriz.e, in remote and diflant Parts, ye do 
in Wantonnefs of Power often add Cruelty to Tlseft. 

Tyratcs 
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Pyrates unmoved at Diftrefs or Poverty , not only fpoit 
and rob, but do it from Men needy , and who are purcha- 
png their Livlihoods thro > Hazards and Difficulties y 
which ought rather to move Companion , and what is pill 
worfey do often , by Terfwafion or Force , engage the incon~ 
fiderate Part of them , to their own and Families Ruin , 
removing them from their Wives and Children , and by 
that, from the Means that fhould fupport them from 
Mifery and Want, 

To a trading Nation , nothing can be fo Defir utlivc as 
Tyracy , or call for more exemplary Punifiment , befides , 
the national Reflection it infers : It cuts ojf the Returns 
of Indufiry , and thofe plentiful Importations that alone 
can make an Ifiand fiourifinng ; and it is your Aggra- 
vation, that ye have been the Chiefs and Rulers in thefe 
licentious and lawlefs Practices, 

However , contrary to the Meafures ye have dealt , ye 
have been heard with Patience , and tho ’ little has , or 
pojfibly could, have beet? faid in Excufe or Extenuation of 
your Crimes , yet Charity makes us hope that a true and 
fincere Repentance (which we heartily recommend ) may en- 
title ye to Mercy and Forgivenefs , after the Sentence of 
the Law has taken Place , which now remains upon me 
to pronounce. 

Y OV Dav. Simpfon, William Magnes, R. Hardy ^ 
Thq. Sutton, Chriftopher Moody, and Val. 
Alhplant. 

Tf y and each of you , are adjudged a?jd Jentenced , to be 
carried back to the Place from whence ye came , from thence 
to the Place of Execution , without the Gates of this Caflle 7 
and there within the Flopd-Marks , to be hargedby the 
Neck till ye arc dead • 

After this , ye , and each of you fhall be taken down , and 
your Bodies ly.nged m Chains. 


War- 
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Warrant for Execution. 

P URSUANT to the Sentence given on Saturday, 
by the Court of Admiralty, at Cape-Corfo-Caftle, 
again 'ft Dav. Simpfon, Win. Magnes, R. Hardy, 
Tho. Sutton, Chriftopher Moody, and Valentine 
Afhplant. 

Ton are hereby diretted to carry the aforefaia Malefa- 
ctors to the Place of Execution, without the Gates of this 
Caftle, to Morrow Morning at Nine of the Clock, and 
there within the Flood- Mark*, caufe them to be hanged 
by the Neck till they are dead, for which , this fhall be 
your Warrant. Given under my Hand, this 2 d Day of 
April 1722. 

To Jofeph Gordyn, Mungo Keardman. 

Provoft-Mar final. 

The Bodies remove in Chains , to the Gibbets already 
erdied on the adjacent Hillocks . 

M. H. 


William Phillips . 

I T appeared by the Evidence of Captain Jo. Tra- 
hern, and George Fenn, Mate of the King Solomon , 
that this Priloner was Boatfwain of the fame Ship, 
when ftie was attacked and taken off Cape Appollonia , 
the 6th of January laft, by the Py rate’s Boat. 

When the Boat drew nigh, (they fay,) it was 
judged from the Number of Men in her, that they 
were Pyrates, and being hailed, anfwered, Defiance ; 
at which the Commander lnatched a Mufquet from 
one of his Men, and fired, asking them at the fame 
Time, whether they would (land by him, to de- 
fend the Ship ? But the Pyrates returning a Vol- 
ley, and crying out, they would give no Quarters 
if any Ref fiance was made ; this Prifbner took 
upon him to call out for Quarters, without the 
Mafter’s Confent, and miff ead the reft to the laying 
down their Arms, and giving up the Ship, to half 
fhe Number of Men, and in an open Boat. It was 

further 
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further evident he became, after this, a Volun- 
tier amongft them. Firft, becaufe he was prefently 
very forward and brisk, in robbing the Ship King 
Solomon , of her Provifions and Stores. Secondly, 
becaufe he endeavoured to have his Captain ill 
ufed y and laflly, becaufe he had confelfed to Fenn y 
that he had been obliged to fign their Articles 
that Night, (a Piffol being laid on the Table, to 
fignify he muft do it, or be ihotj when the whole 
appeared to be an Untruth from other Evidence, 
who alfo afferted his being armed in the Aftion 
againft the Swallow. 

In anfwer to this, he firft obferved upon the 
Unhappinefs of being friendlefs in this Part of 
the World, which, ellewhere, by witneffing to the 
Honefty of his former Life, would, he believed, 
m a great Meafure, have invalidated the wrong Evi- 
dence had been given of his being a Voluntier with 
the Pyrates. ITe owns indeed, he made no Appli- 
cation to his Captain, to intercede for a Difcharge, 
but excufes it with laying, he had adifliketo him, 
and therefore was fure that fuch Application would 
have avail’d him nothing. 

The Court obferved the Pretences of this, and 
other of the Pyrates, of a Piftol and their Articles 
being ferved up in a Diih together, or of their 
being mifufed and forced from an honeft Service, 
was often a Complotment of the Parties, to ren- 
der'them lels fufpefted of thole they came from, 
and was to anfwer the End of being put in a News- 
Paper or Affidavit: and the Pyrates were fo ge- 
nerous as not to refufe a Compliment to a Brother 
that coft them nothing, and, at the lame Time, 
fecured them the belt Hands ; the belt I call them, 
becaufe fuch a Dependance made them aft more 
boldly.- Guilty. 
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Harry Glasby , Matter. 

T Here appearing feveral Perfons in Court, who 
had been taken by Roberts’’ s Ship, whereof 
the Prifoner was Matter, their Evidence was accept- 
ed as follows. 

Jo. Trabern , Commander of the King Solomon , de- 
poled, the Prifoner, indeed, to aft as Matter of the 
Pyrate Ship (while he was under Reftraint there.) 
but was obferved like no Matter, every one obey- 
ing at Difcretion, of which he had taken Notice, 
and complained to him, how hard a Condition it 
was, to be a Chief among Brutes •, and that he was 
weary of his Life, and fuch other Expreffions, (now 
out of his Memory,) as ihew’d in him a great 
Difinclination to that Courfe of Living. 

Jo. Wingfield, a Prifoner with them at Calabar 3 
fays the lame, as to the Quality he afted in, but 
that he was Civil beyond any of them, and verily 
believes, that when the Brigantine he ferved on 
Board of, as a Faftor for the African Company, was 
voted to be burnt, this Man was the Inftrument of 
preventing it, expreffing himlelf with a great deal of 
Sorrow, for this and the like malicious Rogueries 
of the Company he was in } that to him fhewed, 
he had afted with Reluftancy, as one who could 
not avoid what he did. He add.s further, that when 
one Hamilton , a Surgeon, was taken by them, and 
the Articles about to be impofed on him, he op- 
pofed, and prevented it. And that Hunter , another 
Surgeon, among them, was cleared at the Prifoner’s 
Inftance and Perfwafion from which laft, this De- 
ponent had it allured to him, that Glasby had once 
been under Sentence of Death, on Board of them, 
with two more, for endeavouring an Elcape in the 
Wett-Indics , and that the other two were really fhot 
for it. 


Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth Trengrove, who was taken a PalTenger in 
the African Company’s Ship Onflow, ftrengthen’d the 
Evidence of the laft Witnefs •, for having heard a 
good Character of this Ghuby, {he enquired of the 
Quarter-Mafter, who was then on Board a robbing,- 
whether or no fhe could fee him ? And he told her. 
No •, they never ventured him from the Ship, for he 
had once endeavoured his Efcape, and they had ever 
fince continued jealous of him. 

EdwardCrifp , Captain Trengrove, and Captain Sharp, 
who had all been taken in their Turns, acknow- 
ledge for themfelves and others, who had unluckily 
fallen into thole Pyrates Hands, that the good 
Ufage they had met with, was chiefly thro’ the 
Prifbner’s Means, who often interpofed, for leaving 
fufficient Stores and Inftruments on Board the Ships 
they had robbed, alledging, they were fuperfluous 
and unneceflary there. 

James White , whofe Buflnefs was Mufick, and was 
on the Poop of the Pyrate Ship in Time of A&ion 
with the Swallow, depofed, that during the Engage- 
ment, and Defence fhe made, he never faw the Pri- 
ibner bulled about the Guns, or giving Orders,- 
either to the loading or firing of them ; but that he 
wholly attended to the fetting, or trimming, of 
the Sails, as Roberts commanded •, and that in the 
Coriclufion, he verily believed him to be the Man 
who prevented the Ship’s being bloWn up, by 
fetting trufty Centinels below, and oppofing him- 
felf againft fuch hot-headed Fellows as had procu- 
red lighted Matches, and were going down for that 
Purpofe; 

lfaac Sun, Lieutenant of the Man of War, depofed, 
that when he came to take Poffeflion of the Prize, 
in the King’s Boat, he found the Py rates in a very 
di ft rafted and divided Condition \ feme being for 
blowing up, and others (who perhaps fuppofed 
themfelves ieaft culpable,) oppofing it : That in 
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this Confulion he enquired for the Prifoner, of 
whom he had before heard a good Chara&er •, and 
thinks he rendered all the Service in his Power, 
for preventing it in particular, he underftood by 
all Hands, that he had feized, and taken, from one 
James Philips, a lighted Match, at the Inftant he 
was going down to the Magazine, fwearing, that 

he foould fend them all to H 1 together. He 

had heard alfo, that after Roberts was killed, the 
Prifoner ordered the Colours to be ftruck and had 
fince ihown, how oppofite hisPra&ice and Principles 
had been, by difcovering who were the greateft 
Rogues among them. 

The Prifoner, in his own Defence, fays, when 
he had the Misfortune of falling into the Pyrates 
Hands, he was chief Mate of the Samuel, of Lon - 
dm. Captain Cary and when he had hid himfelf, 
to prevent the Defign of carrying him away, they 
found him, and beat and threw him over-board.' 
Seven Days afterwards, upon his obje&ing againft, 
and refufing to fign their Articles, he was cut and 
abus’d again: That tho’ after this he ingratiated him- 
felf, by a more humble Carriage, it was only to make 
Life eafy the Shares they had given him, having 
been from Time toTime returned again to fuch Pri- 
fbners as fell in his Way j till of late, indeed, he had 
made a fmall Refervation, and had defired Captain 
Loan to take two or three Moidoresfrom him, to car- 
ry to his Wife. He was once taken, he fays, at ma- 
king his Efcape, in the Wept- Indies, and, with two 
more, feritenced to be foot for it, by a drunken 
Jury •, the latter a&ually fuffered, and he was pre- 
served only by one of the chief Pyrates taking a 
fudden Liking to him, and bullying the others. A 
fecond time he ran away at Hifpaniola, carrying 
a Pocket Compafs, for conducing him through 
the Woods-, but that being a moft defolate and 
wild Part of the llland he fell upon, and he igno- 
rant 
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rant how to direft his Courfe, was obliged, after 
two or three Days wandering, to return towards the 
Ship again, denying with egregious Oaths, the De- 
ft gn he was charg’d with, for Fear they Ihould Ihoot 
him. From this Time he hopes it will be lome Ex- 
tenuation of his Fault, that moft of the acquitted 
Prifoners can witnefs, they entertained Jealouftes 
of him, and Roberts would not admit him into his 
Secrets and withal, that Captain Cary, (and four 
other Paffengers with him) had made Affidavit of 
his having been forced from his Employ, which 
tho’ he could not produce, yet he humbly hoped 
the Court would think highly probable from the 
Circumftances offered. 

On the whole, the Court was of Opinion Ar- 
tifts had the beft Pretenfion to the Plea of Force, 
from the Neceffity Pyrates are lometimes under 
of engaging fuch, and that many Parts of his own 
Defence had been confirmed by the Evidence, who 
had aiferted he a&ed with Relu&ance, and had 
expreffed a Concern and Trouble for the little 
Hopes remained to him, of extricating himfelf. 
That he had ufed all Priloners (as they were called) 
well, at the hazard of illUfage to himfelf. That 
he had not in any military Capacity affifted their 
Robberies. That he had twice endeavoured his 
Efcape, with the utmoft Danger. Acquitted him. 

Captain James Slyrm. 

I T appeared from the Evidence of feveral Pri- 
foners acquitted, that this Slyrm commanded 
the Ranger , in that Defence {he made againft the 
King's Ship •, that he ordered the Men to their 
Quarters, and the Guns to be loaded and fired, 
having a Sword in his Hand, to enforce thole Com- 
mands ; and beat fuch to their Duty whom he 
efpied any way negligent or backward. That 
altho’ he had loft a Leg in the Action, his Temper 

was 
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was Co warm, as to refufe going off the Deck, till he 
found all was loft. 

In his Defence, he fays, he was forced from a 
Mate’s Employ on Board a Sloop call’d the Greyhound , 
of St. Chrifiophers, OB. 1720. The Py rate having drub- 
bed him, and broke his Head, only for offering 
to go away when that Sloop was difmiffed. Cuftom 
and Succefs had fince indeed blunted, and, in Come 
Meafure, worn out the Senfe of Shame • but that 
he had really for feveral Months paft been ffek, and 
difqualified for any Duty, and though Roberts had 
forced him on this Expedition much againft his 
Will, yet the Evidence muft be feniible, the Title 
of Captain gave him no Pre-eminence, for he could 
not be obeyed, though he had often called to them, 
to leave off their Fire, when he perceived it to be 
the King’s Ship. 

The Sicknefs he alledged, but more efpecially the 
Circumftance of lofing his Leg, were Aggravations 
of his Fault, fhewing him more alert on fuch 
Occafions, than he was now willing to be thought : 
As to the Name of Captain, if it were allowed to 
give him no Precedence out of Battle, yet here 
it was proved a Title of Authority •, fuch an Au- 
thority as could direft: an Engagement againft the 
King’s Colours, and therefore he was in the high- 
eft Degree, Guilty. 

’John IValden. 

C Aptain John Trahern , and George Fenn, depofed, 
the Prifoner to be one of the Number, who, 
in an open Boat, pyratically affailed, and took their 
Ship, and was remarkably bufy at Mifchief, ha- 
ving a Pole-Ax in his Hand, which ferved him 
inftead of a Key, to all the lock’d Doors and 
Boxes he come nigh : Alfb in particular, he cut 
the Cable of our Ship, when the other Pyrates 
were willing, and buffed at heaving up the Anchor 

U fay’ 
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faying, Captain, what fignifies this Trouble of To 
Hope, and {training in hot Weather •, there are 
more Anchors at London , and befides, your Ship is 
to be burnt. 

William Smith , (a Prifoner acquitted,) fays Wal- 
den was known among the Pyrates moftly, by the 
^Nick-Name of Mifs Nanney (ironically its pre- 
fumed from the Hardnefs of his Temper) that he 
was one of the twenty who voluntarily came on 
Board the Ranger, in the Chace Ihe made out af- 
ter the Swallow, and by a Shot from that Ship, loft 
his Leg •, his Behaviour in the Fight, till then, be- 
ing bold and daring. 

The Prejideht, called for Harry Glasby , and bid 
him relate a Character of the Prifoner, and what 
Cuftom was among them, in Relation to thefo vo- 
luntary Expeditions, out of their proper Ship.-, 
and this of going oh Board the Ranger , in par- 
ticular. 

And he gave in for Evidence, that the Prifoner 
was looked on as a brisk Hand, (i. e. as he farther 
explained it, a ftanc'K Pyrate, a great Rogue) that 
when the Swallow firft appeared in Sight, every one 
was willing to believe her a Portuguese, becaule Su- 
gar was very much in Demand, and had made fome 
Jarring and DiiTention between the two Compa- 
nies, (the Fortune' s People drinking Punch, when 
the Rangers could not) that Roberts, on Sight of the 
Swallow, hailed the new Ranger, and bid them right 
Ship, and get under Sail -, there is, fays he, Sugar 
iii the Offing, bring it in, that we may have no 
more Mumbling ; ordering at the fame Time the 
Word to be pafs’d among the Crew, who would 
go to their Afiiftance, and immediately the Boat 
was full of Men, to tranfport themfelves. < 

Prejident. Then every one that goes on- Board of 
any Prize, does it voluntarily ? Or were there here 
any other Reafons for it ? 

//. 
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H. Glaiby. Every Man is commonly called by Lift* 
and infills, in his Turn, to go on Board of a Prize* 
becaule they then are allowed a Shift of deaths, 
(thebeft they can find) over arid above the Divi- 
dend from the Robbery, and this they are fo far 
from being compelled to, that it often becomes 
the Occafion of Conteft and Quarrel amongft them „• 
But in the prefent, or fuch like Cafes, where there 
appears a Profpefl: of Trouble, the Lazy and Time- 
rous are often willing to decline this Turn, and 
yield to their Betters, who thereby eftablifh a grea- 
ter Credit. 

The Prifoner, and the reft of thofe Men whd 
went from the Fortune on Board the Ranger, to af- 
fift in this Expedition, were Voluntiers, and the 
truftieft Men among us. 

Trejident. Were there no jealoufies o~ the Ranger’s 
leaving you in this Chace, or at any other Time, in 
order to furrender ? 

H. Glasby. Moft of the Ranger s Crew were frefb. 
Men, Men who had been enter’d only t fince their 
being on the Coaft of Guiney , and therefore had not 
fo liberal .a Share in frefh Provifions, or Wine, as 
the Fortune's, People, who thought they had born the 
Butthfeii and Heat of the Day, which had given 
Occafion indeed to fome Grumblings and Whif- 
pers, as tho’ they would take an Opportunity to 
leave us, but we never fuppofed (if they did) it 
would be with any other Defign then fetting up for 
themfelves, they having (many of them) behaved 
, with greater Severity than the old Standers. 

The Prifoner appeared undaunted, and father 
folicitous, about refiing his Stump, than giving 
any Anfwer to the Court, or making any Defence 
for himfelf, till called upon •, then he related in a 
carelefs, pr rather hopelefs Manner, the Circum- 
fiances of his fxrft Entrance, being forced, he faid, 
out of the Blejfing of Lemmington , at Newfoundland^ 

U 2 ' about 
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about t 1 Months paft •, this, he is fure, raoft of the 
old Py rates knew, and that he was for forae Time 
asftrlc of the Change as any Man •, but Cuftom and 
ill Company had altered him, owning very frankly, 
that he was at the Attack, and taking of the King 
Sdomctt , that he did cut her Cable, and that none 
were forced on thofe Occafions. 

As to the iaft Expedition in the Ranger , he con- 
felles he went on Board of her, but that it was by 
Roberts's Order •, and in the Chace loaded one Gun, 
to bring her to, but when he faw it was a Bite, he 
declared to his Comrades, that it was not worth 
while to refift, forbore firing, and aflifted to reeve 
the Braces, in order, if they could, to get away, in 
which fort of Service he was bufied, when a Shot 
from the Man of War took off his Leg : And be- 
ing asked, that fuppofing the Chace had proved a 
Porruguefe ? Why then, fays he, I dont know what 
I might hav r e done, intimating withal, that every 
Body then would have been ready enough at 
plundering. Guilty . 

Peter Scudamore. 

H Arry Glasby , Jo. Wingfield , and Nicholas Brattle , 
depole thus much, as to his being a Voluntier 
with the Pyrates, from Capt. Rolls, at Calabar. Firft, 
That he quarrelled with Moody, (one of the Heads 
of the Gang) and fought with him, becaufe he 
oppofed his going, asking Rolls, in a leering man- 
ner, whether he would not be fo kind, as to put 
him into the Gazxtte, when he came Home. And, 
at another Time, when he was going from the 
Py rate Ship, in his Boat, a Turnado arofc, I wijh , 
fit y s he, the Rafcal may be drowned, for he is a great 
and has endeavoured to do me all the ill Offices he 
Cof. Id among thefs Gentlemen , ( i. e. Pyrates. ) 

And fecondly, That he had figned the Pyrate’s 
Articles with a great deal of Alacrity, and gloried 

in 
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in having been the firft Surgeon that had done lo, 
(for before this, it was their Guftom to change 
their Surgeons, when they delired it, after ha- 
ving lerved a Time, and never obliged them to 
fign, but he was relolved to break thro’ this, for 
the good of thole who were to follow,) fwearing im- 
mediately upon it, he was now, he hoped, as great a 
Rogue as any of them. 

Captain Jo. Trahern , and George Fern, his Mate, 
depoied, the Prifoner to have taken out of the 
King Solomon , their Surgeon’s capital Inftruments, 
lome Medicines, and a Back-Gammon Table \ which 
latter became the Means of a Quarrel between one 
Wincon, and he, whole Property they ihould be, and 
were yielded to the Prifoner. 

Jo. Sharp , Matter of the Elizabeth, heard the 
Prifoner ask Roberts leave to force Comry, his Sur- 
geon, from him, which was accordingly done, and 
with him, carried alfo fome of the Ship’s Medi- 
cines : But what gave a fuller Proof of the dilho- 
nefty of his Principles, was, the treacherous De- 
ttgn he had formed of running away with the 
Prize, in her Paflage to Cape Corfo, though he had 
been treated with all Humanity, and very unlike 
a Prifoner, on Account of his Employ and better 
Education, which had rendred him lefs to be luf- 
pefted. 

Mr. Child, (acquitted ) depos’d, that in their Paf- 
lage from the Blind of St. Thomas , in the Fortune 
Prize, this Prifoner was feveral Times tempting 
him, into Meafures of rittng with the Negroes, 
and killing the Swallows People, Ihewing him, 
how ealily the white Men might be demoliihed, 
and a new Company railed at Angola, and that 
Part ot the Coaft, for, fays he, I underfland how to 
navigate a Ship, and can foon teach you to fleer , 
and is it not better to do this, than to go back to 
Cape-Corfo, and be hanged and Sun-dry ed ? To 

U 3 which 
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which the Deponent replying, he was not afraid 
of being hanged, Scudamore bid him be ftill, and no 
Harm Ihould come to him but before the next 
Day-Evening, which was the defigned Time of 
executing this Projeft, the Deponent dilcovered it 
to the Officer, and allured him, Scudamore had been 
talking all the preceeding blight to the Negroes, in 
jln^olan Language. 

jfaac Burnet heard the Prifoner ask James Harris , 
a Pyrate, (left with the wounded in the Prize,), 
whether he. was willing to come into the Proje& of 
running away with the Ship, and endeavour the 
railing of a new Company, but turned the Dif- 
courfe to Horle-Racing, as the Deponent crept 
nighe'r he acquainted the Officer with what he 
had heard, who kept the People under Arms all 
Night, their Apprehenfions of the Negroes not be- 
ing groundlefs \ for many of them having lived a 
long Time in this pyratical Way, were, by the thin 
Commons they were now reduced to, as ripe for 
Milchief as any. 

The Prifoner in his Defence faid, he was a forced 
Man from Captain Rolls, in OElcbcr la ft, and if he 
had not {hewn l'uch a Concern as became him, at 
the Alteration, he muft remark the Occafton to 
be, the Difagreement and Enmity between them ^ 
but that both Roberts , and Hal. jjbplant , threat’ned 
him into figning their Articles, and that he did if 
in Terror. 

T he King Solomon, and Elizabeth Medicine-Cheft, 
he owns he plundered, by Order <?f Hunter j the 
then chief Surgeon, vvlip, by the Pyrates Laws, 
always direfts in this Province, and Mr. Child , 
(tho’ acquitted) had by the fame Orders taken 
out a whole French Medicine-Cheft, which he muft 
be* fenfible for me, as well as for himlelf, we nei- 
ther of us dared to have denied • it was their 
being the proper Judges, made fo , ungrateful, an 
, * ‘ " ' ' ' v Office 
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Office impofed. If after this he was elected chief 
Surgeon himfelf, both Comry and Wilfon were let 
up alfb, and it might have been their Chance to 
have carried it, and as much out of their Power 
to have refufed. 

As to the ( Attempt of riling and running away 
with the Prize, he denies it altogether as untrue ; 
a few foolifh. Words, but only by Way of Suppo- 
fition, that if the Negroes Ihould take it in their 
Heads (conficlering the Weaknefs, and ill look-out 
that was kept ) it would have been an eafy 
Matter, in his Opinion for them to have done it ; 
but that he encouraged luch a Thing, was falfe, 
his talking to them in the Angolan Language, was 
only a Way of fpending his l ime, and trying his 
Skill to tell twenty, he being incapable of fur- 
ther Talk. As to his underftanding Navigation, 
he had frequently acknowledg’d it to the Deponent 
Child, and wonders he Ihould now fo circumfran- 
tiate this Skill againft him. Guilty. 

Robert Jobnfon. 

I T appeared to the Court, that the Prifoner was 
one of the twenty Men, in that Boat of the 
Pyrates, which afterwards robb’d the King Solomon , 
at an Anchor near Cape Appollonia : That all Py- 
rates on this, and the like Service, were Volun- 
tiers, and he, in particular, had contefted his going 
on Board a fecond Time, tho’ out of his Turn. 

The Prifoner in his Defence, called for Harry 
Glasby , who witnelfed to his being fo very drunk, 
when he firft came among their Crew, that they 
were forced to hoift him out of one Ship into 
the other, with a Tackle, and therefore without 
his Confent ; but had fince been a trufty Man, and 
was placed to the Helm, in that running Battle 
they made with the Swallow. 
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He infilled for himfelf likewife, on Captain Tur- 
ner’s Affidavit of his being forced, on which others 
(his Sh : p-mates) had been cleared. 

The Court coniidering the Partiality that might 
be objefted in acquitting one, and condemning 
another of the fame handing, thought fit to re- 
mark it as a clear Teftimony of their Integrity, 
that their Care and Indulgence to each Man, in 
allowing his particular Defence, was to exempt 
from the Rigour of the Law, fuch, who it mud be 
allowed, would have hood too promifcuoufly con- 
demned, if they had not been heard upon any 
other Fa cl: than that of the Sir allow •, and herein what 
could better direft them, than a Character and 
Behaviour from their own Aflociates •, for tiro’ 
a voluntary Entry with the Pyratesmay be doubt- 
ful, yet his conlequent Aftions are not, and it is 
not fo material how a Man comes among Pyrates, as 
how he afts when he is there. Guilty. 

George Wilfon ■ 

J OHN Sharp, Matter of the Elizabeth, in which 
Ship the Prifoner was Paflenger, and fell a fecond 
Time into the Pyrates Hands, depofes, that he 
took the faid Wilfon oil from Scfios, on this Coaft, 
paying to the Negroes for his Raniom, the Value 
of three Pound five Shillings in Goods, for which 
he had taken a Note, that lie thought he had done 
a charitable Aft in this, till meeting with one 
Captain Canning, he was ask’d, why he would re- 
leafe fuch a Rogue as Wilfon was? For that he had 
been a Voluntier with the Pyrates, out of John 
Tar It on, And when the Deponent came to be a Pri- 
foner himfelf, he found Thomas, the Brother of 
this John Tar l ton, a Prifoner with the Pyrates alfo, 
who was immediately on Wilfon s Inftigation, in a 
moft lad manner miihfed and beat, and had been 
ffiot, through the Fury and Rage of fome of thofe 

Fellows 
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Fellows if the Town-fide, (i. e. Liverpool) Men, had 
not hid him in a Stay-Sail, under the Bowfprit ; 
for Moody and Harper, with their Piftols cock’d, 
learched every Corner of the Ship to find him, 
ahd came to this Deponent’s Hammock, whom 
they had like fatally to have miftaken for Tarlton , 
but on his calling out, they found their Error, 
and left him with this comfortable Anodyne, That 
he was the honeft Fellow who brought the Doctor. 
At coming away, the Prifbner asked about his 
Note, whether the Pyrates had it or no ? Who not 
being able readily to tell, he reply’d, it’s no Mat- 
ter Mr. Sharp, 1 believe 1 fhall hardly ever come to 
England to pay it. 

Adam Comry , Surgeon of the Elizabeth, fays, that 
altho’the Priloner had, on Account of his Indifpo- 
fition and Want, received many Civilities from 
hm, before meeting with the Pyrates, he yet un- 
derftood it was thro’ his and Scudamore’ s Means, 
that he had been compelled among them : The Pri- 
foner was very alert and chearful, he fays, at meet- 
ing with Roberts, hailed him, told him he was 
glad to fee him, and would come on Board pre- 
fently, borrowing of the Deponent a clean Shirt 
and Drawers, for his better Appearence and Re- 
ception-, he ftgned their Articles willingly, and ufed 
Arguments with him to do the fame, faying, 
they fhould make their Voyage in eight Months, 
to Braftl , Share 6 or 700 /. a Man, and then break 
up. Again, when the Crew came to an Eleftion of a 
chief Surgeon, and this Deponent was fet up with 
the others, IVilfon told him, he hoped he fhould 
carry it from Scudamore, for that a quarter Share 
("which they had more than others) would be 
worth looking after •, but the Deponent miffed 
the Preferment, by the good Will of the Ranger’s 
People, who, in general, voted for Scudamore, to get 
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rid of him, (the chief Surgeon being always to re- 
main with the Commadore.) 

It appeared likewife by the Evidence of Captain 
Jo. Trabern, Tho. Caflcl , and others, who had been 
taken by the Py rates, and thence had Opportu- 
nities of obferving the Prifbners Conduct, that 
he feem’d thoroughly fatisfy’d with that Way of 
Life, and was particularly intimate with Roberts \ 
they often fcoffing at the Mention of a Man of 
War, and faying, if they fhould meet with any 
of the Turnip-Man’s Ships, they would blow up, 
and go to H - — 11 together. Yet letting afide thefe 
filly Freaks, to recommend himfelf, his Lazinefs 
had got him many Enemies, even Roberts told him, 
(on the Complaint of a wounded Man, whom he 
had refufed to drefs ) that < he was a double Rogue, 
to be there a Iqcond Time, and threat’ned to cut 
his Ears off. 

The Evidence further allured the Court, from 
Captain Thomas Tarlton, that the Prifoner was ta- 
ken out of his Brother’s Ship, fome Months be- 
fore, a firft Time, and being forward to oblige 
his new Company, had prefently ask’d for the Py- 
rates Boat, to fetch the Medicine Cheft away •, . 
when the Wind and Current proving too hard to 
contend with, they were drove on Shore at Cape 
Montzerado. 

The Prifoner called for William Darling, and Samu- 
el Marvel, (acquitted) and Nicholas Butler. 

William Darling depofed, the firft Time the Pri- 
foner fell into their Hands, Roberts miftook him for 
Jo. Tarlton the Matter, and being informed it was the 
Surgeon who came to reprel'ent him, (then indif- 
pofed,) he prefently fwore he fhould be his Mefs- 
Mate, to which Wilfon reply’d, he hop’d not, he had 
a Wife and Child, which the other laughed at y 
and that he had been two Days on Board, before he 

went 
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went in that Boat, which was drove on Shore at 
Cap e Montzxrado. And at his fecond coming, in 
the Elizabeth., he heard Roberts order he fhould be 
brought oil Board in the firft Boat. 

Samuel Morvael fays, that he has heard him be- 
wail his Condition, while on Board the Pyrate, 
and defired one Thomas , to ufe, his Intereft with 
Roberts, for a Difcharge, faying,; his Employ, and 
the little Fortune he had left at Home, would, he 
hop’d, exempt him the further Trouble of feeking 
his Bread at Sea. . 

Nicholas Butler , who had remained with the Py- 
rates about 48 Hours, when they took the French 
Ships at Whydah, depoles, that in this Space the 
Pril’oner addreifed him in the French Language, feve- 
ral .Times, deploring the Wretchednefs and ill For- 
tune of being confined in fuch Company. 

The Prifoner deliring Liberty of two or three 
Queftions, ask’d, whether or no he had not expo- 
ftulated with Roberts, for a Reafon of his obliging 
Surgeons to fign their Articles, when heretofore 
they did not • Whether he had not exprelfed him- 
felf 0 giad of having formerly efcaped from them? 
Whether he had not faid, at taking the Ships 
in Whydah Road, that he could like the Sport, 
were it lawful ? And whether if he had not told 
him, fhould the Company difcharge any Surgeon, 
that he would infill: on it as his Turn? The Depo- 
nentanfwered, Yes, to every Queftion feparately • 
and farther, that he believes Scudamore had not feen 
Wilfon when he firft came and found him out of the 
Elizabeth. . • . 

He added, in his own Defence, that being Surgeon 
with; one John Tarlton , of Leverfool , he was met a firft 
Time on this Coaft of Guiney, by Roberts the Pyrate \ 
who, after a Day or two, told him, to his Sorrow, 
that he was to ftay there, and ordered him to fetch 
his Cheft, (not Medicines, as aiferted,) which Op- 

portu- 


3 1 6 Capt. Bart ho. Roberts. 

portunity he took to make his Efcape ; for the 
Boat’s Crew happening to confift of five French and 
one Eng! if!) Man, all as willing as himfelf, they 
agreed to pufh the Boat on Shore, and truft them- 
felves with the Negroes of Cape Montzerado: Hazar- 
dous, not only in RefpeCt of the dangerous Seas 
that run there, but the Inhumanity of the Natives, 
who fometimes take a liking to humane CarcafTes. 
Here he remained five Months, till Thomas Tarlton, 
Brother to his Captain chanced to put in the Road 
for Trade, to whom he reprelented his Hardfhips 
and ftarving Condition ; but was, in an unchriftian 
Manner, both refilled a Releafe of this Captivity, 
or fo much as a fmall Supply of Bilcuit and fait 
Meat, becaufe, as he laid, he had been among the 
Py rates. A little Time after this, the Matter of a 
French Ship paid a Ranfom for him, and took him 
off - but, by Reafon of a natty leperous Indifpofi- 
tion he had contracted by hard and bad living, 
was, to his great Misfortune fet afiiore at Seftos 
again, whe i Captain Sharp met him, and generoufly 
procured his Releafe in the Manner himfelf has 
related, and for which he ftands infinitely obli- 
ged. That ill Luck threw him a fecond Time into 

the Py rate’s Hands, in this Ship Elizabeth, where he 
met Thomas Tarlton, and thoughtlefly ufedfome Re- 
proaches of him, for his fevere Treatment at Mont- 
zerado \ but protefts without Defign his Words 
ttiould have had fo bad a Confequence ; for Ro- 
berts took upon him, asaDifpenfer of Juftice, the 
Correction of Mr. Tarlton, beating him unmercifully j 
and he hopes it will be belived, contrary to any 
Intention of his it fhould fo happen, becaufe as a 
Stranger he might be fuppofed to have no Influ- 
ence, and believes there were fbme other Motives 

for it. He cannot remember he exprefled him- 

lelf glad to fee Roberts this fecond Time, or that 
he dropped thofe Exprefttons about Comry , as 

are 
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are fworn ^ but if immaturity of Judgment had oc- 
cafioned him to flip rafli and inadvertent Words, 
or that he had paid any undue Compliments to 
Roberts , it was to ingratiate himfelf, as every Pri- 
foner did, for a more civil Treatment, and in par- 
ticular to procure his Dilcharge, which he had been 
promifed, and was afraid would have been revo- 
ked, if fuch a Perlbn as Comry did not remain there 
to fupply his Room •, and of this, he laid, all the 
Gentlemen (meaning the Pyrates) could witnefs 
for him. 

He urged alJfo his Youth in Excufe for his Rafh- 
nefs.— — The firft time he had been with them (on- 
ly a Month in all,) and that in no military Employ 5 
but in particular, the Service he had done in difco- 
vering the Defign the Pyrates had to rife in their 
Paflage on Board the Swallow. Guilty. 

But Execution refpited till the King’s Pleafure 
be known, kecaufe the Commander of the Swallow 
had declared, the firft Notice he received of this 
Defign of the Pyrates to rife, was from him. 

Benjamin Jejfcrys 

B Y the Demolitions of Glasby and Lillburn (acquit- 
ted) againft this Prifoner, it appeared, that 
his Drunkennefs was what at firft detained him from 
going away in his proper Ship, the Norman Galley ; 
and next Morning, for having been abufive in his 
Drink, faying to the Pyrates, there was not a Man 
amongft them, he received for a Welcome, fix 
Lafhes from every Perfon in the Ship, which dif- 
©rdered him for fome Weeks, but on Recovery 
was made Boatfwain's Mate •, the ferving of which, 
or any Office on Board a Pyrate, is at their own 
Option, (tho’ defied,) becaufe others are glad to ac- 
cept what brings an additional Share in Prize. 


The 
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The Deponents further fay, that at Sierraleon eve- 
ry Man had more efpecially the Means of efcaping •, 
.and that this Prifoner, in particular, neglected it, 
and came off from that Place after their Ship was 
under Sail, and going out of the River. 

The Prifoner, in his Defence, protefts, he was at 
firft forc’d and that the Office of Boatfivain’s Mate 
.was impoled on him, and what he would have been 
glad to have relinquifh’d. That the barbarous 
Whipping he had received from the Pyrates at firft, 
was for telling them, that none who could get 
their Bread in an honeft Way, would be on fucfi an 
Account. And he had certainly taken the Oppor- 
tunity which prefented at Sierraleon , of ridding him- 
fe If from lb diftaftful a Life,- if "there had not 
been three or four of the old Pyrates on Shore 
at the fame Time, who, he imagined, muft know 
of him, and would doubtlefs have ferved him the 
famej if not worfef than they fince had done'. 117 /- 
luim Williams • who, for fuch a Defign, being de- 
livered up by the treacherous Natives, had re- 
ceived two Lafhes thro’ the whole Ship’s Company.. 

The Court obferved, the Excufes of theie Py- 
rates, about want of Means to efcape, was often- 
times as poor and evafive as their Pleas of being 
forced at firft • for here, at Sierraleon , every Man 
had his Liberty on Shore, and it was evident, 
might have kept it, if he, or they, had fo pleafed. 
And fuch are further culpable, who having been 
introduced into the Society, by fuch uncivil* Me- 
thods, as whipping, or beating, neglett lefs likely 
Means of regaining Liberty • it fhews ftrong In- 
clinations to Difhonefty, and they ftand iiiexcu- 
fably, Guilty. 

- - Jo. Mansfield . 

I T was proved againft this Prifoner, by Captain 
■ Trahern and George Fenn, that he was one- 6f 
thole Voluntiers who was at the Attack and Rob- 
bery 
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bery of the Company’s Ship, called the King Solo- 
mon : That he bully’d well among them who dar’d 
not make any Reply, but was very eafy with his 
Friends, who knew him • for Aloody, on this Occa- 
fion, took a large Glafs from him, and threatngd 
to blow his Brains out, (a favourite Phrafe with 
thefePyrates) if he muttered at it. 

From others acquitted, it likewife appeared, that 
he was at firft a Voluntier among them, from an 
Ifland call’d Dominicoj in the Wefi-Indies , and had 
to recommend himlelf, told them, he was a Defer- 
ter from the Rofe Man of War, and before that, 
had been on the High-Way } he was always drunk, 
they faid, and fo bad at the Time they met with 
the Swallow , that he knew nothing- of the Aflrion, 
but came up vapouring with his Cutlafh, after 
the Fortune had ft ruck her Colours, to know who 
would go on Board the Prize} and it was fome 
Time before they could perfwade him into the 
Truth of their Condition- 

He could lay little in Defence of himlelf, ac- 
knowledg’d this latter PartofDrunkennefs } a Vice, 
he fays, that had too great a Share in infnaring him 
, into this Courfe of Life, and had been a greater Mo- 
tive with him than Gold. Guilty, 

- , ' William Davis. 

W illiam Allen depofed, he knew this Prifoner 
at Sierraleon, belonging to - the Ann Galley } 
that he had a Quarrel with, and beat: the Mate of 
that Ship, for which ( as he faid) being afraid to 
return to his Duty, he contorted to the idle Cu- 
ftoms and Ways of living among ,the Negroes, 
from whom he received a Wife, and ungratefully 
fold her, one Evening, for feme Punch to quench 
his Thirft. After this, having, put himfelf under 
the Protection of Mr. Tlunkct , Governor there for 
the Royal African Company : The Relations and 

Friends 
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Friends of the Woman, apply’d to him for Re- 
drefs, who immediately furrendered the Prifoner, 
and told them, he did not care if they took his 
Head off-, but the Negroes wilely judging it would 
not fetch fo gGod a Price, they fold him in his 
Turn again to Seignior JoJfce, a Chriftian Black, 
and Native of that Place ; who expe&ed and agreed 
for two Years Service from him, on Confideration 
of what he had disburfed, for the Redemption of 
the Woman : But long before the Expiration of this 
Time, Roberts came into Sierraleon River, where the 
Prifoner, (as Seignior JoJfce allured the Deponent,) 
entered a Voluntier with them. 

The Deponent further corroborates this Part of 
the Evidence \ in that he being obliged to call at 
Cape Mount , in his Paffage down hither, met there 
with two Deferters from Bern’s Ship, Who allured 
him of the fame } and that the Pyrates did defign to 
turn Davis away the next Opportunity, as an idle 
good-for-nothing Fellow. 

From Glaiby and Lilburn , it was evident, that 
every Pyrate, while they flay’d at Sierraleon , went 
on Shore at Diforetion. That Roberts had often 
allured Mr .Glyn and other Traders, at that Place, 
that he would force no Body ^ and in Ihort, there 
was no Occafion for it ^ in particular, the Prifoner’s 
Row-Mate went away, and thinks, he might have 
done the fame, if he had pleafed. 

The Prifoner alledged his having been detained 
againft his Will, and fays, that returning with Ele- 
phants Teeth for Sierraleon , the Py rate’s Boat pur- 
sued and brought him on Board, where he was kept 
on Account of his underftanding the Pilotage and 
Navigation of that River. 

It was obvious to the Court, not only how fri- 
volous Excufes of Conftraint and Force were 
among thefe People, at their firft commencing Py- 
rates,^ but alfo it was plain to them, from thele 

two 
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two Deferters, met at Cape Mount , and the dis- 
cretional Manner they lived in, at Sierraleon % thro’ 
how little Difficulty Several of them did, and 
others might, have efcaped afterwards, if they 
could but have obtained their own Confents for it. 
Guilty. 

This is the Subftance of the T ryals of Roberts’ s 
Crew, which may fuffice for others, that occcur in 
this Book. The foregoing Lids, ffiews, by a * be- 
fore the Names, who were condemn’d \ thole 
Names with a ■[ were referred for Tryal to the 
Marjhalfea , and all the reft were acquitted. 

The following Pyrates were executed, according to 
their Sentence, without the Gates of Cape Corfo- 
Cafile 3 within the Flood-Marks, viz.. 


Mens Names 

Years of Habitations. 

William Magnes 

Age 

35 

Minehcad . 

Richard Hardy 

25 

Wales. 

David Sympfon 

35 

North-Berwich 

Chriflopher Moody 

28 


Thomas Sutton 

23 

Berwick . 

Valentine Afhplant 

32 

Minor! cs . 

Refer de Vine 

42 

Stepney . 

William Philips 

29 

Lower -Shadwell. 

Philip Bill 

27 

St. Thomases. 

William Main 

28 


William MackintoJJ) 

\2I 

Canterbury . 

William Williams 

40 

nigh Plymouth . 

Robert Flaws 

3 * 

Yarmouth . 

William Petty 

30 

Deptford. 

John Jaynfon 

22 

nigh Laucaflerl 

Marcus Johnfon 

21 

Smyrna. 

Robert Crow 

44 

Ijle of Man . 

Michael Macr 


Ghent . 

X 


Daniel 
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Daniel Harding 

26 

William Fenton 

21 

Jo. More 

19 

Abraham Harper 

23 

Jo. Parker 

22 

Jo. Philips 

28 

James Clement 

20 

Peter Scudamore 

35 

James Siyrm 

44 

John Walden 

24 

Jo.Stephenfon 

4 o 

Jo. Mansfield 

30 

I ft ad Hynde 

30 

Peter Leftey 

21 

Charles Bunco 

25 

Robert Birtfon 

30 

Richard Harris 

45 

Joftph Nofiter 

26 

William Williams 

30 

Agge Jacobfon 

30 

Benjamin Jeffery s 

21 

Cuthbert Gofs 

21 

John Jeff up 

20 

Edward Watts 

22 

Thomas Giles 

26 

William Wood 

27 

Thomas Armftrong 

34 

Robert Johnfon 

32 

George Smith 

^5 

William Watts 

23 

James Philips 

35 

John Coleman 

2 4 

Robert Hays 

20 

William Davis 

23 


Croomsbury in Somcrfetfhirc. 
Somerfetjhire. 

Meet in Wiltshire. 

Briftol. 

Winfred in Dorfetfhire. 
Alloway in Scotland . 

Jerfey. 

Briftol. 

Wales . 

Somerfetjhire . 

Whitby. 

Orkneys . 

Briftol. 

Aberdeen. 

Exeter. 

Other St, Maries Devonshire. 
Cornwall . 

Sadbury in Devonfhire . 
Speechlefs at Execution, 
Holland. 

Briftol. 

Topfham . 

Plymouth. 

Dunmore. 

Mine-head. 

Tori. 

London, executed on board 
the Weymouth. 
at Whydah. 

Wales. 

Ireland. 

Am ego a. 

Wales. 

Liverpool . 

Wales. 


The Remainder of the Pyrates, whole Names are 
under mentioned, upon their humble Petition t<* 

the 
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the Court:, had their Sentence changed from Death,' 
to feven Years Servitude, conformable to our Sen- 
tence of Tranfportation •, the Petition is as follows. 

To the Honourable the P ref dent and Judges of 
the Court of Admiralty , for trying of Py rates, 
fitting at Cape Corfo-Caftle. the 20th Day of 
April, 1722. 

The humble Petition of Thomas How, Samuel 
Fletcher , &c. 

Humbly Iheweth, 

tjnHAT your Petitioners being unhappily , and umbari- 
I ly drawn into that wretched and deteftable Crime 
of Pyracy, for which they now (land juflly condemned , they 
most humbly pray the Clemency of the Court , -in the Miti- 
gation of their Sentence , that they may be permitted to - 
ferve the Royal African Company of England, in this 
County for feven Years , in fuch a Manner as the Court 
fhall think proper } that by their juft Punifhment , being 
made fenfble of the Error of their former Ways , they will 
for the future become faithful Subjefts, good Servants , and 
vfeful in their Stations , if it pleafe the Almighty to pro- 
long their Lives. 

And your Petitioners, as in D6ty, &c. 

The Refolution of the Court was, 

T HAT the Petitioners have Leave by this Court of Ad* 
miralty , to interchange Indentures with the Captain 
General of theG old Coaft, for the Royal African Com * 
fany, for feven Tears Servitude, at any of the Royal Afri- 
can Company's Settlements in Africa, in fuch Manner a4 
he the faid Captain General flail think proper . 

On Thurfday the 26th Day of April, the Indentures 
being all drawn out, according to the Grant made to the 

^ Petiti* 
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Petitioners, by the Court held on Friday the 20th of this 
Infant ; each Prifoner teas fent for up, fgned, fealed and 
e xchanged them in the Prefence of 

Captain Mungo Herdnnn, Prefdent t 
James Phipps, Efq-, 

Mr. Edward Hyde, 

Mr. Charles Fanlhaw, 

And Mr. John Atkins, Regifier. 

A Copy of the Indenture. 

The Indenture of a Perfon condemned to ferve 
abroad for Pyracy, which, upon the humble 
Petition of the Pyrates therein mentioned, was 
moft mercifully granted by his Imperial Majefty’s 
Commihioners and Judges appointed to hold a 
Court of Admiralty, for the Tryal of Pyrates 
at Cape Corfo-Caflle, in Africa , upon Condition of 
ferving feven Years, and other Conditions, areas 
follows, viz.. 

T HIS Indenture made the twenty fxth Day of April, 
Anno Regni Regis Georgii magn» Britannia, 
&c. Septimo, Domini, Milleffimo, SepcenteJlimo 
viginti duo, between Roger Scot, late of the City of 
Briftol Mariner , of the one Part, and the Royal African 
Company of England, their Captain General and Com- 
mander in Chief, for the Time being, on the other Part , 
WitneiTeth, that the faid Roger Scot, doth hereby co- 
venant, and agree to, and with , the faid Royal African 
Company, their Captain General, and Commander in chief 
for the Time being , to ferve him, or his lawful Succcff rrs, 
in any of the Royal African Company's Settlements on 
the CoaB of Africa, from the Day of the Date of thefe 
Trefents, to the full Term of feven Tears, from hence next 
en fuing, fully to be compleat and ended \ there to ferve in 
fuch Employment, as the faid Captain General , or his Sue- 
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ceffors fhall. employ him *, according to the^Cuflom of the Coun- 
try in like Kind . 

In Conjideration whereof the faid Captain General, and 
Commander in chief doth covenant and agree , to, and with , 
the faid Roger Scot, to find and allow him Meat, Brink d 
Apparel and Lodging, according to theCuflom of the Country. 

In witnefs whereof, the Parties aforefaid , to thefe Pre- 
fents, have interchangahly put their Hands and Seals, the 
Bay and Tear fir ft above written . 

Signed , fealed and delivered, in the Pre fence of us, at 
Cape Corfo-Caftle, in Africa, where no fiamp^d 
Paper was to be had . 

Mungo Heardman, Pjrefultnt , ? Wit ff 
John Atkins, Regifler , } 

In like Manner was drawn out and exchanged 
the Indentures of 


T Homos How of Barn ft able, in the County of Bevoril 
Samuel Fletcher of Eaft-Smithfield, London . 

John Lane of Lombard-Street, London . 

Bavid Littlejohn of BrifioL 
John King of Shadwell Parifh, London. 

Henry Bennis of Bid! ford. 

Hugh Harris of Corf-Caflle, Bevonfihre. 

William Taylor of Brifiol . 

Thomas Owen of Brifiol. 

John Mitchel of Shadwell Parifh, London. 

Jofhua Lee of Leverpool. 

William Shuren of IVapping Parifh, London . 

Robert Hartley of Leverpool. 

John Griffin of Blackwall, Middlcfcx. 

James Cromby of l .on don. Wap ping. 

James Greenham of Marfi field , Gloucefierfijiye , 

John Horn of St. James's Parilh, London . 

John Jejfop of Wisbich, Cambndgfinre. 

Bavid Rice of Brifiol. 

X 3 


None 


326 Capt. Bart ho. Roberts. 

None of which, I hear, are now living, two 
pthers, viz.. George Wilfon and Thomas 0 light erl ancy , 
were refpited from Execution, till his Majefty’s 
Pleafure fhould be known the former dy’d a- 
broad, and the latter came Home, and received 
liis Majefty’s Pardon •, the Account of the whole 
{lands thus. 

Acquitted, 

Executed, 

Refpited, 

To Servitude, 

To the Marjhalfea, 

K . w , sin the Ranger, 

? in the Fortune , 

\ in the Palfage to Cape Corfo, 

Dy’d Z afterwards in the Caftle, 

JSSegroes in both Ships, 


74 

51 

2 

20 

17 

io 

3 

1 5 

4 

70 


Total, 27 6 


I am not ignorant how acceptable the Behaviour 
and dying Words of Malefactors are to the gene- 
rality of our Countrymen, and therefore fhall de- 
liver what occurr'd, worthy of Kotice, in the Beha- 
Jiaviour of thelp Criminals. 

The firft fix that were called to Execution, 
were Matties, Moody, Sympfon, Sutton, Ajhplant, and 
Hardy all of them old Standers and notorious Of- 
fenders : When they were brought out of the Hold, 
on the Parade, in order to break off their Fet- 
ters, and fit the Halters ^ none of them, it was 
obferved, appeared the leaft dejefted, unlefs Sut- 
ton, who fpoke faint, but it was rather imputed to 
a Flux that had feiz’d him two or three Days be? 
fore, than Fear. A Gentleman, who was Surgeon 
of the Ship, was fo charitable at this Time, to of- 
fer himfelf in the room of an Ordinary, and repre- 
sented to them, as wpll as he was able, the Heipou fhels 
of their Sin, apd Neceflity which lay on them of Re? 

f pentanes 
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pentance ■, one particular Part of which ought to 
be, acknowledging the Juftice they had met with. 
They feem’d heedlefs for the prefent, feme calling 
for Water to drink, and others applying to the 
Soldiers for Caps , but when this Gentleman 
prefs’d them for an Anfwer, they all exclaim’d 
againft the Severity of the Court, and were fo 
harden’d, as to curie, and wifh the fame Juftice 
might overtake all the Members of it, as had been 
dealt to them. They were poor Rogues, they laid, and 
fo bang'd, while others , no. lefs guilty in another IVay, 
efcaped. 

When he endeavoured to compofe their Minds, 
exhorting them to dye in Charity with all the 
World, and would have diverted them from fuch 
vain Difcourfe, by asking them their Country, 
Age, and the like •, lome of them anfwered, * What 

* was that to him, they fuffered the Law, and fhould 

* give no Account but to God ; ’ walking to the Gal- 
lows without a Tear, in Token of Sorrow for 
their paft Offences, or fhewing as much Concern 
as a Man would exprefs at travelling a bad Road • 
nay, Sympfon , at feeing a Woman that he knew, laid, 

* he had lain with that B h three times, and now 

* fhe was come to fee him hang’d. ’ And Hardy , 
when his Hands were ty’d behind him, (which 
happened from their not being acquainted with the 
Way of bringing Malefactors to Execution,) ob- 
ferved, ‘ that he had feen many a Man hang’d, but 

* this Way of the Hands being ty’d behind them, he 
‘ was a Stranger to, and never faw before in his 
c Life. ’ I mention thefe two little Inftances, to 
fhew how ftupid and thoughtlefs they were of 
their End, and that the ftime abandoned and re- 
probate Temper that had carried them thro’ their 
Rogueries, abided with them to the laft. 

Samuel Fletcher, another of the Pyrates ordered 
for Execution, but reprieved, feem’d to have a 

X 4 quicker 
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quicker Senfeof his Condition •, for when he law thole 
he was allotted with gone to Execution, he lent a 
MelTage by the Proyoft-Marlhal to the Court, to be 

* inform’d of the Meaning of it, and humbly delir’d 

* to know whether they defign’d him Mercy, or not ? 

* If they did, he flood infinitely oblig’d to them, and 

* thought the whole Service of his Life anincomper 
c tent Return for fo great a Favour but that if he 
c was to fuller, thefooner the better, he [aid, that 
f he might be out of his Pain. ’ 

There were others of thelie Pyrates the reverie 
of this, and tho’ deftitute of Minifters, or fit Per- 
lons to reprefent their Sins, and affift them with 
fpiritual Advice, were yet always imploying their 
Time to good Purpoles, and behaved with a great 
deal of deeming Devotion and Penitence •, among 
thele may be reckon’d Scudamore , Williams, Philps , 
Stephen fan, ftfferys, Lejly , Harper , Armftrom , Buttce, and 
others. 

Scudamore too lately dilcerned the Folly and 
Wickednefs of the Enterprize, that had chiefly 
brought him under Sentence of Death, from which, 
feeing there was no Hopes of elcaping, he petiti- 
oned for two or three Days Reprieve, which was 
granted • and for that Time apply’d himfelf in- 
celfantly to Prayer, and reading the Scriptures, 
leem’d to have a deep Senle of his Sins, of this in par- 
ticular, and delired, at the Gallows, they would 
have Patience with him, to fmg the firft Part of 
the thirty firft Pfalm •, which he did by himlelf 
throughout. 

Armftrong , having been a Deferter from his Ma- 
jefty’s Service, was executed on Board the Wey- 
mouth, (and the only one that was ;) there was 
no Body to prefs him to an Acknowledgement of the 
Crime he died for, nor of lorrowing in particular 
for it, which would have been exemplary, and 
made fuitable ImpreiSons on Seamen \ lo that his 

' lait 
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laft Hour was fpeht in lamenting and bewailing his 
Sins in general, exhorting the Spectators to an ho- 
neft and good Life, in which alone they could find 
Satisfaction. In the End, he defir’d they would join 
with him in finging two or three latter Verfes of the 
140th Pfalm ; and that being concluded, he was, at 
the firing of a Gun, tric’d up at the Fore-Yard-Arm. 

Bunce was a young Man, not above 2 6 Years old, 
but made the moft pathetical Speech of any at 
the Gallows. He firft declaim’d againft the guilded 
Bates of Power, Liberty, and Wealth, that had 
enfnar’d him among the Pyrates, his unexperienc’d 
Years not being able to withftand the Temptation • 
but that the Brisknefs he had fhewn, which fo fa- 
tally had procured him Favour amongft them, was 
not fo much a Fault in Principle, as the Livelinefs 
and Vivacity of his Nature. He was now ex- 
treamly aifliCted for the Injuries he had done to 
all Men, and begg’d their’s and God’s Forgivenefs 
very earneitly exhorting the Spectators toremem- 
ber their Creator in their Youth, and guard be- 
times, that their Minds took not a wrong Byafs, 
concluding with this apt Similitude, That he' flood 
there tvs a Beacon uyon a Rock, (the Gallows Handing on 
one) to warn erring Marriners of Danger. 
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CHAP. XII. 

O F 

Captain AN ST IS, 

And his C R E W. 

If ^HO MAS Anfiisi hip’d himfelf at Providence 
H in the Year 17x8, aboard the Buck Sloop, 
JL. and was one of fix that confpired together 
to gooff a pyrating with the Veffel j the reft were, 
Homl Davis , Roberts's Predeceifor, killed at the 
Wand of Princes } Dennis Topping, killed at the taking 
of the rich Portuguefe Ship on the Coaft of Brafd • 
Walter Kennedy, hanged at Execution-Dock, and two 
others, which I forbear to name, becaule, I under- 
ftand they are at this Day employ’d in an honeft 
Vocation in the City. 

What followed concerning Anfiis's Pyracies, has 
been included in the two preceeding Chapters ; I 
fiiall only oblerve that the Combination of thefe 
fix Men abovementioned, was the Beginning of that 
Company, that afterwards proved fo formidable 
under Captain Roberts , from whom Anftis fep'arated 
the 1 8th of April 1721, in the Good Fortune Bri- 
gantine, leaving his Commadore to purfue his Ad- 
ventures upon the Coalt of Guiney, whilft he re- 
turned to the Wefi- Indies, upon the like Defign. 

About 
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About the Middle of June, thefe Py rates met 
•with one Captain Marpon, between Hifyaniola and 
Jamaica, bound on a Voyage to New-Tork •, from 
whom they took all the wearing Apparel they 
could find, as alfo his Liquors and Provifion, and 
five of his Men, but did not touch his Cargo • two 
or three other Velfels were alfo plundered by them, 
in this Cruife, out of whom they {locked them- 
felves with Provifion and Men among the reft, 
I think, was the Irwin, Captain Rofs, from Cork in 
Ireland but this I won’t be pofitive of, becaufe 
they denied it themfelves. This Ship had 60 o 
Barrels of Beef aboard, befides other Provifions, 
and was taken off Martinico, wherein Colonel 
Doyly of Montferrat , and his Family were Paflengers. 
The Colonel was very much abufed and wounded, 
for endeavouring to lave a poor Woman, that was 
aho a Paffenger, from the Infults of that brutilh 
Crew and the Pyrates prevailing, twenty one 
of them forced the poor Creature fucceftively, 
afterwards broke her Back and flung her into the 
Sea. I fay, I will not be pofitive it was Anftis > s 
Crew that afted this unheard of Violence and 
Cruelty, tho’ the Circumftances of the Place, the ■ 
Time, the Force of the VefTel, and the Number 
of Men, do all concur, and I can place theVillany 
no where elfe ; but that fuch a Fa£t was done, there 
is too much Evidence for it to be doubted oL 
When they thought fit to put an End to this 
Cruize, they went into one of the Iflands to clean, 
which they effected without any Difturbance, and 
came out again, and ftretching away towards Bur- 
mudas , met with a ftout Ship, called the Morning 
Star, bound from Gurney to Carolina \ they made 
Prize of her, and kept her for their own Ufe. In 
a Bay or two, a Ship from Barbadoes bound to Nevo- 
prf: } fell into their Hands, and taking out her Guns 
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and Tackle, mounted the Morning Star with 32 
Pieces of Cannon, mann’d her with a 100 Men, 
and appointed one John Venn Captain 3 for the Bri- 
gantine being of far lefs Force, the Morning Star 
would have fallen to Anftis, as elder (Officer, yet 
he was fo in Love with his own Telfel, (fhe being 
an excellent Sailor,) that he made it his Choice 
to flay in her, and let Fenn, who was, before, his 
Gunner, Command the great Ship. 

Now, that they had two good Ships well mann’d, 
it may be fuppofed they were in a Condition to 
undertake fomething bold: But their Government 
was difturbed by Malecontents, and a Kingdom 
divided within it felf cannot ftand } they had fuch 
a Number of new Men amongft them, that feem’d 
not fo violently enclined for the Game 3 that what- 
ever the Captain propofed, it was certainly carried 
againft him, fo that they came to no fix’d Refolution 
for the undertaking any Enterprise} therefore 
there was nothing to be done, but to break up the 
Company, which feemed to be the Inclination of 
the Majority, but the Manner of doing fo, con- 
cerned their common Safety •, to which Purpofe 
various Means were propofed, at length it was 
concluded to fend home a Petition to his Majefty 
("there being then no Aft of Indemnity in Force) 
for a Pardon, and wait the Iffue } at the fame Time 
one Jones, Boatfwain of the Good Fortune, propofed 
a Place of fafe Retreat, it being an uninhabited 
Ifland near Cuba, which he had been ufed to in the 
late War, when he went a privateering againft the 
Spaniards. 

This being approved of, it was unanimoufly 
refolvedon, and the underwritten Petition drawn 
up and fignedby the whole Company in the Man- 
ner of what they call a Round Robin , that is, the 
Names were writ in a Circle, to avoid all Appear- 

auge 
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ance of Pre-eminence, and leaft any Perlon fhould 
be mark’d out by the Government, as a principal 
Rogue among them. 


To his mofl facred Majejly George, hy the 
Grace of God , of Great-Britain, Fi ance 
and Ireland, King , defender of the 
Faith y &C. 

The humble PETITION of the Company, 
now belonging to the Ship Morning Star , 
and Brigantine Good Fortune , lying under 
the ignominious Name and Denomination 
of PY RATES. 

i 

Humbly Iheweth, 

T HA T me y our Majejly s mofl loyal Subjells, have , 
at fundry Times, been taken by Bartholomew; 
Roberts, the then Captain of the abovefaid Kcjfels and 
Company, together with another Ship, in which we left 
him y and have been forced by 'him and his wicked Ac- 
complices, to enter into, and ferve, in the J, aid Company , 
as Pyrates, much contrary to our Wills and Inclinations : 
And we your loyal Subjects utterly abhoring and dite fling 
that impious way of Living , did, with an unanimous 
Confent , and contrary to the Knowledge of the faid Ro- 
berts, or his Accomplices , on, or about the i Sth Day of 
April 1721, leave, and ran .away with the dforefaid 
Ship Morning Star, and Brigantine Good Fortune, 
with no other Intent and Meaning than the Hopes of ob- 
taining your Majejly' 1 s mofl gracious Pardon. And, that 
we your Majejly’ s moft loyal Subjells , may with more Safety 
return to our native Country, and ferve the Nation , 
unto which we belong, in our refpeSlive Capacities, with- 
out Fear of being projected by the- Injured, wbofe EJlates 
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have fuffcred by the f, aid Roberts and his Accomplices , 
during our forcible Detainment , by the J, 'aid Company : We 
mojl humbly implore your Majc fly's mofl royal Affent , 
to this our humble Petition. 

And your Petitioners fhall ever pray. 

This Petition was fent home by a Merchant 
Ship bound to England , from Jamaica , who promi- 
fed to ipeak with the Petitioners, in their Return, 
about 2o Leagues to Windward of that Ifland, 
and let them know what Succefs their Petition 
met with. When this was done, the Pyrates re- 
tires to the Ifland before propofed, with the Ship 
and Brigantine. 

This Ifland (which I have no Name for) lies off 
the Southwell: End of Cuba , uninhabited, and lit- 
tle frequented. On the Eaft End is a Lagune, fb 
narrow, that a Ship can but juft go in, tho’ there’s 
from 1 5 to 22 Foot Water, for almoft a League up: 
On both Sides of the Lagune grows red Mangrove 
Trees, very thick, that the Entrance of it, as well 
as the Veifels laying there, is hardly to be feen. 
In the Middle of the Ifland are here and there a 
fmall thick Wood of tall Pines, and other Trees 
fcattered about indifferent Places. 

Here they ftaid about nine Months, but not ha- 
ving Provifionfor above two, they were forced to 
take what the Ifland afforded, which was Filh of 
feveral Sorts, particularly Turtle, which latter 
was the chiefeft Food they lived on, and was found 
in great Plenty on the Coafts of this Ifland j whe- 
ther there might be any wild Hogs, Beef, or other 
Cattle, common to feveral Iflands of the We fi- Indies, 
or that the Pyrates were too idle to hunt them, or 
whether they preferr’d other Provifions to that fort 
of Diet, I know not ^ but I was informed by them, 
that for the whole Lime they eat not a Bit of any 
kind of Flelh-Meat, nor Bread j the latter was 

fupply’d 
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fupply’d by Rice, of which they had a great Quan- 
tity aboard: This was boyl’d and fqueez’d dry, 
and io eat with the Turtle. 

There are three or four Sorts of thefe Creatures 
in the IVefi-Tndies, the largeft of which will weigh 
150 or 200 Pound Weight or more, but thole that 
were found upon this Ifland were of the fmalleft 
Kind, weighing io or 1 2 Pounds each, with a fine 
natural wrought Shell, and beautifully clouded; the 
Meat fweet and tender, fome Part of it eating like 
Chicken, fome like Veal, &c. fo that it was no ex- 
traordinary Hardship for them to live upon this 
Provifion alone, fince it affords variety of Meats to 
the Tafte, of it felf. The manner of catching 
this Fifh is very particular ; you muff underftand, 
tfcat in the Months of May, 'June and July , they lay 
their Eggs in order to hatch their Young, and this 
three times in a Seafon, which is always in the Sand 
of the Sea-fhore, each laying 80 or 90 Eggs at a 
time. The Male accompanies the Female, and come 
alhore in the Night only, when they mull be 
watch’d, without making any Noife, or having a 
Light ; as foon as they land, the Men that watch 
for them, turn them on their Backs, then haul them 
above high Water Mark, and leave them till next 
Morning, where they are fore to find them, for they 
can’t turn again, nor move from the Place. It is to 
be obferv’d, that befides their laying time, they 
come afoore to feed, but then what’s very remarks- • 
ble in thefe Creatures, they always refort to dif- 
ferent Places to breed, leaving their ufoal Haunts 
for two or three Months, and ’tis thought they eat 
nothing in all that Seafon. 

They pafs’d their Time here in Dancing, and o- 
ther Diverfions, agreeable to thefe fort of Folks ; 
and among the reft, they appointed a Mock Court of 
Judicature to try one another for "yracy, andhethat 
was a Criminal one Day was made Judge another. — 

I had 
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I had an Account given me' of one of theft merry 
Tryals, and as it appeared diverting, I fhall give 
the Readers a ffiort Account of it. 

The Court and Criminals being both appointed, 
as alfo Council to plead, the Judge got up in a Tree, 
and had a dirty Taurpaulin hung over his Shoul- 
ders ; this was done by Way of Robe, with a 
Thrum Cap on his Head, and a large Pair of Spe- 
ctacles upon his Nofe : Thus equipp’d, he fettled 
himfelfinhis Place, and abundance of Officers at- 
tending him below, with Crows, Handfpikes, &c. 

inffead of Wands, Tipftaves, and fuch like. The 

Criminals were brought out, making a thoufand 
four Faces and one who afted as Attorney-General 
opened the Charge againfl: them •, their Speeches 
were very laconick, and their whole Proceedings 
concife. We ffiall give it by Way of Dialogue. 

Attorn. Gen. An’t pleafe your Lordffiip, and you 
Gentlemen of the Jury, here is a Fellow before you 
that is a fad Dog, a fad fad Dog •, and I humbly 
hope your Lordffiip will order him to be hing’d 
out of the Way immediately. He has commit- 

ted Pyracy upon the High Seas, and we ffiall prove, 
an’t pleafe your Lordffiip, that this Fellow, this 
fad Dog before you, has efcap’d a thoufand Storms, 
nay, has got fafe affiore when the Ship has been caft 
away, which was a certain Sign he was not born to 
be drown’d •, yet not having the Fear of hanging be- 
fore his Eyes, he went on robbing and raviffiing 
Man, Woman and Child, plundering Ships Cargoes 
fore and aft, burning and finking Ship, Bark and 
Boat, as if the Devil had been in him. But this 
is not all, my Lord, he has committed worfe Vil- 
lanies than all theft, for we ffiall prove, that he has 
been guilty of drinking Small-Beer •, and your 
Lordffiip knows, there never was a fober Fellow but 

what was a Rogue. My Lord, I ffiould have 

fpoke much finer than l do now, but that, as your 

Lordffiip 
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Lordfhip knows our Rum is all out, and how fhould 
a Man fpeak good Law that has not drank a Dram. 

However, I hope, your Lordihip will order the 

Fellow to be hang’d/ 

Judge. — — Hearkee me. Sirrah, you loulyj 

pittiful, ill-look’d Dog *, what have you td fay why 
you fhould not be tuck’d up immediately, and fee a 
Sun-drying like a Scare-crow ? — — Are you guilty,- 
dr hot guilty ? 

Frif. Not guilty, an’tpleafe youfWorfhip. 

Judge. Not guilty ! fay fo again. Sirrah,- and 
I’ll have you hang’d without any Tryal. 

Frif. An’t pleafe your Worlhip’s Honour, ttiy 
Lord, I am as Honeft a poor Fellow as ever went be- 
tween Stem and Stern of a Ship, and can hand, reef.* 
fleer, and clap two Ends of a Rope together, aS well 
as e’er a He that ever crofs’d fait Watery but f 
was taken by one George Bradley [The Name of hint 
that lat as Judge,] a notorious Pyrate, a fad Rogue 
as ever was Unhang’d, and he forc’d me, an’t pleafe 
your Honour. 

Judge. Anfwer me, Sirrah, — — • HoW will you 
be try’d ? 

Frif. By G and my Country. 

judge. The Devil you will. »Why then, Gen- 

tlemen of the Jury, I think we have nothing to dd 
but to proceed to Judgment. 

At tor. Gen. Right, my Lord • for if the Fellow 
fhould be fuffer’d to fpeak, he may clear himfelfj 
and that’s an Affront td the Court. 

Frif. Pray, my Lord, I hope your Lordihip will 
confider • 

Judge. Confider ! How dare you talk of con- 

fidering ? Sirrah, Sirrah, I never confider’d in 

all my Life. I’ll make it Treafon to confider. 

Frif. But, I hope, your Lordihip will hear fome 
Reafon. 

Y Judge. 
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Judge. D’ye hear how the Scoundrel prates? — — 

What have we to do with Realbn ?■ I’d have you 

to know, RaskaJ, we don’t fit here to hear Rea- 

fbn ; we go according to Law.- — Is our Dinner 

ready? 

Jitter. Gen. Yes, my Lord. 

Judge. Then heark’ee, you Raskal at the Bar •, 

hear me. Sirrah, hear me. You muft fuffer, 

for three Rea Tons firft, becaule it is not fit I fhould 

fit here as Judge, and no Body be hang’d.' 

Secondly, you muft be hang’d, becaufe you have a 

damn’d hanging Look : And thirdly, you muft 

be hang’d, becaule I am hungry * for know. Sir- 
rah, that ’tis a Cuftom, that whenever the Judge’s 
Dinner is ready before theTryal is over, the Pri- 

foner is to be hang’d of Courle. There’s Law 

for you, ye Dog. So take him away Goaler. 

This is theTryal juft as it was related tome; 
the Defign of my letting it down, is only to fhew 
how thefe Fellows can jeft upon Things, the Fear 
and Dread of which, fhould make them tremble. • 

The beginning of Augutt 1.722, the Pyrates made 
ready the Brigantine, and came out to Sea, and bea- 
ting up to Windward, lay in the Track for their 
Correfpondant in her Voyage to Jamaica , and lpoke 
with her ; but finding nothing was done in England 
in their Favour, as ’twas expetted, they return’d to 
their Conforts at the Ifland with the ill News, and 
found themfelves under a Neceffity, as they fan- 
cied, to continue that abominable Courfe of Life 
they had lately praftis’d ; in order thereto, they 
fail’d with the Ship and Brigantine to the South- 
ward, and the next Night, by intolerable Negleft, 
they run the Morning Star upon the Grand Caimanes y 
and wreck’d her ; the Brigantine feeing the Fate 
of her Confort, hail’d off in Time, and fo weather’d 
the Kland. The next Day Captain Anfiu put in, 

and 
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and found that all, or the greateft part of the Crew, 
were fofe afoore, whereupon Ihe came to an An- 
chor, in order to fetch them off ; and having 
brought Venn the Captain, Philips the Carpenter, and 
a few others aboard, two Men of War came down 
upon them, •viz., the He Bor and Adventure , fo that 
the Brigantine had but juft Time to cut their Ca- 
ble, and get to Sea, with one of the Men of War af- 
ter her, keeping within Gun-foot for feveral Hours, 
An fas and his Crew were now under the greateft 
Confternation imaginable, finding the Gale frefoen, 
and the Man of War gaining Ground upon them, 
fo that, in all Probability, they muft have been 
Prifoners in two Hours more •, but it pleafed God 
to give them a little longer Time, the Wind dying 
away, the Pyrates got out their Oars, and row’d for 
their Lives, and thereby got clear of their Enemy. 

The Hettor landed her Men upon the Ifland, and 
took 40 of the Morning Stars Crew, without any 
Refiftancemade by them ; but on the contrary, alledg- 
ing, they were forc’d Men, and that they were glad 
of this Opportunity toefcape from the Pyrates; the 
reft hid themfelves in the Woods, and could not 
be found. George Bradley the Mafter, and three 
more, furrender’d afterwards to a Burmudas Sloop, 
and were carried to. that Ifland. 

The Brigantine, after her Efcape, foil’d to a fmall 
Ifland near the Bay of Honduras , to clean and refit, 
and, in her Way thither, took a Rhode Ifland- Sloop, 
Captain Durfey, Commander, and two or three other 
Veflels, which they deftroy’d, but brought all the 
Hands aboard their own. 

While foe was cleaning, a Scheme was concerted 
between Captain Durfey , fome other Prifoners, and 
two or three of the Pyrates, for to foize fome of 
the Chiefs, and carry off the Brigantine ; but the 
fome being difcovered before foe was fit for foiling, 
their Defign was prevented : However, Captain 

Y a Durfey 
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Durfey , and four-or five more, got afhore with fome 
Arms and Ammunition •, and when the Pyrates 
Canoe came in for Water, he feiz’d the Boat with 
the Men upon which An[Hs ordered another Boat 
to be mann’d with 30 Hands and fent afhore, which 
was accordingly done 3 but Captain Durfey , and the 
Company he had by that Time got together, gave 
them fuch a warm Reception, that they were con- 
tented to betake themfelves to their VefTel again. 

About the beginning of December , 1722, Anflis 
left this Place and return’d to the Iflands, de- 
figning to accumulate all the Power and Strength 
he could, fince there was no looking back. He took 
in the Cruife a good Ship, commanded by Cap- 
tain Smith, which he mounted with 24 Guns, and 
Fern, a one handed Man, who commanded the 
Morning-Star when flic was loft, went aboard to 
command her. They cruis’d together, and took a 
VefTel or two, and then went to the Bahama Iflands, 
and there met with what they wanted, viz. a Sloop 
loaded with Provifior.s, from Dublin , called the An- 
telope. 

It was time row to think of fome Place to fit up 
and clean their Frigate lately taken, and put her 
in a Condition to do Bufinei’s ■, accordingly they 
pitch’d upon the Ifiand of Tobago, where they arri- 
ved the beginning of April, '1723, with the Antelope 
Sloop and her Cargo. 

They fell to work immediately, got the Guns, 
Stores, and every Thing elfe out upon the Ifiand, 
and put the Ship upon the Heel •, and juft then, 
as ill Luck would have it, came in the Winchclfea 
Man of War, by Way of V i fit, which put the Ma- 
rooners into fuch a Surprize, that they fet Fire to 
the Ship and Sloop, and fled afhore to the Woods. 
An ft is, in tire Brigantine, efcap’d, by having a light 
Pair of Heels, but dt put his Company into fuch 
a Diforder, that their Government could never be 

fet 
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let to rights again \ for fome of the New-Comers, 
and thole who had been tir’d with the Trade, put 
an End to the Reign, by fhooting Tho. Anftk in his 
Hammock, and afterwards theQuarter-Mafter, and 
two or three others the reft fubmitting, they 
put into Irons, and furrender’d them up, and the 
Veffel, at Cucacco , a Butch Settlement, where they 
were try’d and hang’d and thofe concerned in deli- 
vering up the Veffel, acquitted. 

But to return toCaptain Fenn y he was taken ftrag- 
ling with his Gunner and three more, a Day or two 
after their Misfortune, by the Man of War’s Men, 
and carry’d to Antegoa , where they were all execu- 
ted, and Tern hang’d in Chains. Thofe who re- 
main’d, ftaid lome Time in the Ifland, keeping up 
and down in the Woods, with a Hand to look out j 
at length Providence fo order’d it, that a fmall 
Sloop came into the Harbour, which they all got 
aboard of, except two or three Negroes, and thofe 
they left behind. They did not think fit to purfue 
any further Adventures, and therefore unanimoully 
refolved to fteer for England , which they according- 
ly did, and it \OBobcr laft came into Briftol Channel, 
funk the Sloop, and getting afiiore in the Boat, dil- 
perfed themfelves to their Abodes. 




CHAP 
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O F 

Captain WORLEY, 

And his Crew. 

I S Reign was but fhort, but his Beginning 
fomewhat particular, letting out in a fmall 
open Boat, with eight others, from New- 
Jork. This was as refolute a Crew as ever went 
upon this Account : They took with them a few 
Bilcuits, and a dry’d Tongue or two, a little Cag 
of Water, half a dozen old Muskets and Ammuni- 
tion accordingly. Thus provided, they left New- 
Tork the latter End of September 1718, but it can- 
not be fuppoled that fuch a Man of War as this, 
could undertake any confiderable Voyage, or at- 
tempt any extraordinary Enterprize •, fo they flood 
down the Coaft, till they came to Delaware River, 
which is about 150 Miles diftanf, and not meeting 
with any Thing in their Way, they turn’d up the 
fame River as high as Ncwcafile , near which Place 
they fell upon a Shallop belonging to George Grant , 
who was bringing Houfhold Goods, Plate, c Ire. 
from Ofpocjuenhni to Philadelphia •, they "made Prize 
of the moll valuable Part of them, and let the Shal- 
lop go. This Faft could not come under the Ar- 
ticle of Pyracy, it not being committed Juper ahum 
Morey upon the High-Sea, therefore was a fimple 

Robbery 
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Robbery only but they did not Hand for a Point 
of Law in the Cafe, but eafing the Shallop Man of his 
Lading, the bold Adventurers went down the River 
again. 

The Shallop came ftraight to Philadelphia, and 
brought the ill News thither, which fb alarm’d 
the Government, as if War had been declared 
againft them •, ExprefTes were lent to New-York, 
and other Places, and feveral Veffels fitted out 
againft this powerful Rover, but to no manner of 
Purpofe • for after leveral Days Cruize, they all 
return’d, without lo much as hearing what became 
of the Robbers. 

Worley and his Crew, in going down the River, 
met with a Sloop of Philadelphia , belonging to a 
Mulatto, whom they call’d Black Robbin •, they quit- 
ted their Boat for this Sloop, taking one of Black 
Robin's Men along with them, as they had alio 
done from George Grant , belides two Negroes, which 
encreafed the Company one Third. A Day or two 
after, they took another Sloop belonging to Hull, 
homeward bound, which was fomewhat fitter for 
their Purpole \ they found aboard her, Provifions 
and Neceftaries, which they flood in need of, and 
enabled them to profecute their Defign, in a manner 
more fuitable to their Wilhes. 

Upon the Succefs of thele Rovers, the Gover- 
nor ilfued out a Proclamation, for the apprehend- 
ing and taking all Pyrates, who had refufed or neg- 
lected to furrender themfelves, by the Time limi- 
ted in his Majefty’s Proclamation of Pardon and 
thereupon, ordered his Majefty’s Ship Phoenix, of 20 
Guns, which lay at Sandy Hook, to Sea, to cruize 
upon this Pyrate, and fecure the Trade to that, 
and the adjoining Colonies. 

In all probability, the taking this Sloop fav’d their 
Bacons, for this Time, tho’ they fell into the Trap 
presently afterwards j for they finding themfelves 
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in tolerable good Condition, having a Veffel newly 
cleaned, with Provilions, &c. they flood off to 
Sea, and fo milled the Phanix, who expelled them 
to be ftill on the Coaft. 

About fix Weeks afterwards they returned, ha- 
ving taken both a Sloop and a Brigantine, among 
the Bahama 1 Hands ^ the former they funk, and the 
other they let go : The Sloop belonged to New- 
York) arid they thought the finking of her good Poli- 
cy, to prevent her returning to tell Tales at Home. 

Worley had by this Time encreafed his Company 
to abqut five and twenty Men, had fix Guns 
mounted, and fmall Arms as many as were necefo 
fary for them, and feem’d to be in a good thriving 
fort of a Way. He made a black fLnfign, \yith a 
white Death’s Head in the Middle of it, and other 
Colours fuitable to it. They all figned Articles, 
and bound themlelves under a folemn Oath, to 
take no Quarters, but to ftand by one another to 
£he laft Man, vvhich was rafhly fulfill’d a little 
afterwards. 

For going into an Inlet in North-Carolina , to 
clean, the Governor received Information of it, and 
fitted out t wo Sloops, one of eight Guns, and the 
pther with fix, and about feventy Men between 
them. Worley had clean’d his Sloop, and fail’d be- 
fore the Carolina Sloops reacjied the Place, and 
fleered to the Northward ^ but the Sloops juft men- 
tioned, purfqing the fame Cpurfe, came in fight of 
Worley , as he was cruifing off the Capes of Vir- 
ginia, and being in the Offin, he flood in as loon 
as he faw the Sloops, intending thereby to have 
cut them off from 'James, River } for he verily belie- 
ved they had been bound thither, not imagining, in 
the leaft, they were in Purfuit of him. 

The two Sloops Handing towards the Capes at 
rfja lame Time, and Worley hoilting of his black 
Flag, the Inhabitants of James Town were in 
' '■ . ~ .... th e 
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the utmoft Confirmation, thinking that all three 
had been Pyrates, and that their Defign had been 
upon them ^ fo that all the Ships and Veffels that 
were in the Road, or in the Rivers up the Bay, 
had Orders immediately to hale in to the Shore, 
for their Security, or elfe to prepare for their De- 
fence, if they thought themfelves in a Condition 
to fight. Soon after two Boats, which were lent out 
to get Intelligence, came crowding in, and brought 
an Account, that one of the Pyrates was in the 
Bay, being a fmall Sloop of fix Guns. The Gover- 
nor expecting the reft would have followed, 
and altogether make fome Attempt to land, for the 
fake of Plunder, beat to Arms, and collected all the 
Force that could be got together, to oppofe them j 
he ordered all the Guns out of the Ships, to make a 
Platform, and, in fhort, put the whole Colony in a 
warlike Pofture ^ but was very much furprifed at 
laft, to fee all the fuppofed Pyrates fighting with 
one another. 

The Truth of the Matter is, Worley gained the 
Bay, thinking to make fure of his two Prizes, 
by keeping them from coming in } but by the hoift- 
ing of the King’s Colours, and firing a Gun, he 
quickly was fenfible of his Miftake, and too foon 
perceived that the Tables were turned upon him ; 
that inftead of keeping them out, he found himfelfj 
by a fuperiour Force kept in. When the Pyrates 
faw how Things went, they refolutely prepar’d them- 
lelves for a defperate Defence •, and tho’ three to one 
odds, Worley and his Crew determined to fight to 
the laft Gafp, and receive no Quarters, agreeably 
to what they had before fworn •, fo that they muft 
either Dye or Conquer upon the Spot. 

The Carolina Men gave the Pyrate a Broadfide, 
and then Boarded him, one Sloop getting upon his 
Quarter, and the other on his Bow ^ Worley and 
the Crew, drew up upon the Deck, and fought 

very 
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very obftinately, Hand to Hand, fb that in a few 
Minutes, abundance of Men lay weltering in their 
Gore; the Pyrates proved as good as their Words, 
not a Man of diem cry’d out for Quarter, nor 
would accept of fuch, when offered, but were all 
killed except the Captain and another Man, and 
thofe very much wounded, whom they referved 
for, the Gallows. They were brought afhore in 
Irons, and the next Day, which was the 17th of 
February 1718-19, they were both hanged up, for 
fear they fhould dye, and evade the Punilhment as 
was thought due to their Crimes. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

O F 

Capt. George Lorn t her , 

And his C RE \V. 


G Eorge Lowther failed out of the River of" 
Thames , in one of the Royal African Com-, 
pany’s Ships, call'd the Gambia Cafile, of 16 
Guns and 30 Men, Charles Ruffel Commander \ of 
which Ship, the laid Lowther was fecond Mate. 
Aboard of the fame Ship, was a certain Number 
of Soldiers, commanded by one John Majfcy, who 
were to be carried to one of the Company’s Set- 
tlements, on the River of Gambia , to Garrifon a 
Fort, which was. fometime ago taken and deftroy’d 
by Captain Davis the Pyrate. 

In May 1721, the Gambia Cajllc came fafe to her 
Port in Africa , and landed Captain Majfey and his 
Men on James’s I fland, where he was to Command 
under the Governor, Colonel Whitney , who arrived 
there at the fame Time, in another Ship : And here, 
by a fatal Mifunderftanding, between the military 
Folks and the Trading People, the Fort and Gar- 
rifon not only came to be loft again to the Company, 
but a fine Galley well provided, and worth 10000/. 
turned againft her Mafters. 


The 
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The Names of Governor and Captain founded 
great, but when the Gentlemen found that tire 
Power that generally goes along with thofo Titles, 
was overfway’d and born down by the Merchants’ 
and Fa&ors, ( mechanick Fellows as they thought 
them) they grew very impatient and difatisfy’d, 
efpecially Majfey, who was very loud in his Com- 
plaints againft them, particularly at the fmall Al- 
lowance of Provifions to him and h’s Men for 
the Garrifon and Governor too, were victualled by 
the Merchants, which was no fmall Grievance and 
Mortification to them. And as the want of eating 
was the only Thing that made the great Smcho 
quit his Government, fo did it here rend and tare 
their’s to Pieces: For Majfey told them, that he didnot 
come there to be a Guiney Slave, and that he had promifed 
his Men good Treatment, and Provifions fitting for Sold'crs: 
That as he had the Care of fo many of his Majefty's Sub- 
jects, if they would not provide for them in a handfome 
Manner, he fhould take fuitablc Meafures for the Prefer- 
vation of fo many of his Countrymen and Companions. 

The Governor at this Time was very ill of a 
Fever, and, for the better Accomodation in his 
Sicknefs, was carried aboard the Ship Gambia Ca- 
file, where he continued for about three Weeks, 
and therefore could have little to fay in this DiA 
pute, tho’ he refolved not to flay in a Place, where 
there was fo little Occafion for him, and where his 
Power was fo confin’d. The Merchants had cer- 
tainly Orders from the Company, to iffue the Pro- 
vifions out to the Garrifon, and the fame is done 
along the whole Coaft ^ but whether they had cut 
them fhort of the Allowance that was appointed 
them, I can’t fay, but if they did, then is the Lofs 
of the Ship and Garrifon owing principally tp 
their ill Conduct. 
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However, an Accident that happened on Board 
the Ship, did not a little contribute to this Mis- 
fortune, which was a Pique that the Captain of 
her took againft his fecond Mate, George Lorvther , 
the Man who is the Subje£t of this fhort Hiflory j 
and who lofmg his Favour, found Means to ingra- 
tiate himfelt into the good liking of the common 
Sailors, infomuch that when Captain Rujfel ordered 
him to be punifh’d, the Men took up Handfpikes, 
and threat’ned to knock that Man down, that offer- 
ed to lay hold of the Mate- This ferved but to 
widen the Differences between him and the Cap- 
tain, and more firmly attach’d Lorvther to the 
Ship’s Company, the greateft Part of which, he 
found ripe for any Mifchief in the World. 

Captain Maffey was no wit the better reconciled 
to the Place, by a longer Continuance, nor to the 
Ufage he met with there, and having often Oppor- 
tunities of converfing with Lorvther, with whom he 
had contraffed an Intimacy in the Voyage-, they 
aggravated one another’s Grievances to fuch a 
height, that they refolved upon Meafures to curb 
the Power that controul’d them, and to provide for 
themfelves after another Manner. 

When the Governor recover’d of his Fever, he 
went afhore to the Ifland, but took no Notice of 
Meijfey’ s Behaviour, tho’ it was fuch as might give 
Sufpicion of what he defigned and Lorvther, and the 
common Sailors, who were in the Secret of Affairs, 
grew infolent and bold, even refufing to obey when 
commanded to their Duty by Captain Rujfel and the 
chief Mate. The Captain feeing how Things were 
carried, goes afhore early one Morning to the Go- 
vernor and Fa&ory, in order to hold a Council, 
which Lowther apprehending, was in order to pre- 
vent his Defign, lent a letter in the fame. Boat to 
Majfey, intimating it to him, and that he flmld refair 
on 
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on Board, for it was high Time to put their Projcci in 
Execution. 

As loon as Majfey received this Letter, he went 
to the Soldiers at the Barracks , and faid to them, 
and others, You that have a Mind to go to England, 
now is your Time ■, and they generally confenting, 
Majfey went to the Store-Room, burft open the 
Door, fet two Centinels upon it, and ordered that 
no Body fhould come near it •, then he went to the 
Governor’s Apartment, and took his Bed, Bag- 
gage, Plate and Furniture, (in Expectation that 
the Governor himfelf, as he had promifed Majfey, 
would have gone on Board, which he afterwards 
refufed, by Reafbn, as he laid, he believed they 
were going a-pyrating •, which at firft, whatever 
Lowther defigned, Majfey certainly propoted only 
the going to England ; ) when this was done, he 
lent the Boat off to the chief Mate, with this Mef- 
lage, That he jhould. get the Guns ready , for that the 
King of Barro fa Negro Kingdom near the Royal 
African Settlement] would come aboard to Dinner. 
But Lowther underftandingbeft, the meaning of thole 
Orders, he confined the chief Mate, fhotted the 
Guns, and put the Ship in a Condition for failing. 
In the Afternoon Majfey came on Board with the 
Governor’s Son, having fent off all the Provifions 
of the Uland, and eleven Pipes of Wine, leaving 
only two half Pipes behind in the Store-Houfe, 
•and discounted all the Guns of the Fort. 

In the ^fternoon they weigh’d one Anchor, but 
fearing to be too late to get out of the River, they 
flipp’d th$ other, and fo fell down •, in doing of 
which, they run the Ship a-ground. Majfey fhew’d 
himfelf a Soldier upon this Accident, for asfoon as 
the Misfortune happen’d, he left the Ship with 
about fixteen Hands, and rows direCtly to the 
Fort, remounts the Guns, and keeps Garrifoa 

there 
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there all the Night, while the Ship was afhore ; 
and obliged fome of the Factory to afiift in get- 
ting her clear. In the mean while, Ruff cl came 
off, but not being differed to come on Board, he 
call’d to Lowther , and offered him and the Company;, 
whatever Terms they would be pleafed to accept 
of, upon Condition of furrendering up the Ship, 
which had no Effeft upon any of them. In the 
Morning they got her afloat, and Maffey and his 
Men came aboard, after having nailed up and did- 
mounted all the Cannon of the Fort : They put the 
Governor’s Son, and two or three others afliore, who 
were not willing to go without the Governor, and 
fail’d out of the River, having exchanged feveral 
Shpt with the Martha , Otter , &c. that lay there, 
without doing Execution on either Side. 

When the Ship came out to Sea, Lowther called 
up all the Company, and told them, it was the 
greatefi Folly imaginable , to think of returning to Eng- 
land, for what they had already done , could not be jujtify - 
ed upon any Pretence whatfoever, but would be look’d up- 
on, in the Eye of the Law , a capital Offence , and that none of 
them were in a Condition to withfland the Attach of fuch 
powerful Adverjdries, as they would meet with at Home • 
for his Part he was determined not to run fuch a Hazard, 
and therefore if his Propofal was not agreed to, he defined 
to be fet a Shore in fome Place of Safety : That they had a 
good Ship under them , a parcel of brave Follows in her , 
that it was not their Bufnefs to ftarve, or be made Slaves 
and therefore, if they were all of his Mind, they Jhould 
feek their Fortunes upon the Seas, as other Adventurers bad 
done before them. They one and all came into the 
Meafures, knocked down the Cabins, made the 
Ship flufh fore and aft, prepared black Colours, 
new named her, the Delivery, having about 50 Hands 
and 1 6 Guns, and the following fhort Articles were 
drawn up, figned and fworn to upon the Bible. 


The 
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The Articles of Captain George Lovether, and his 
Company. 

I . C HE Captain is to have two full Shares * the Md - 
| fier is to have one Share and a half y the Do- 
th or y Mate , Gunner , and Boatfwainy one Share and d * 
quarter* 

2 . He that Jhall be found Guilty of taking up any un- 
lawful Weapon on Board the Privateer , or any Prizty by 
us taken , Jo as to fir ike or abufe one another , in any re- 
gardy fhall fuffer what Punifiment the Captain and Majo- 
rity of the Company Jhall think fit . 

3^ He that Jhall be found Guilty of Cowardize y in the 
Time of Engagcmenty fhall fuffer what Punifiment the 
Captain and Majority Jhall think fit . , 

4. If any Goldy Jewels , Silver , &c. be found on Board 
of any Prize or Prizes y to the V'alue of a Piece of Eight; 
and the Finder do not deliver it to the Quart er-Maflery 
in the Space of 24 Hours , fhall fuffer what Punifiment the 
Captain and Majority Jhall think fit . 

5. He that is found Guilty of Gamingy or Defrauding 
another to the P'alue of a Shillingy Jhall fuffer what Pu- 
nifiment the Captain and Majority of the Company Jljdll 
think fit . 

<5. He that Jhall have the Misfortune to lofe a Limb y 
in Time of Engagement , Jhall have the Sum of one hundred 
and fifty Pounds Sterling , and remain with the Company as 
long as he fhall think fit . 

7. Good Quarters to be given when calf d for . 

8. He that fees a Sail firfiy fhall have the befi Pifiol y 
or Small-Army on Board her , 

It was the 13th of June, that Lowther left the 
Settlement, and on the 20th, being then within 
twenty Leagues of Barbadoes y he came up with a 
Brigantine, belonging to Bofion y called the Charley 
James Douglafs Mafter, which they plundered in a 

pyra- 
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pyratical Manner, and let the Veflel go ; but leaft 
Jhe fhould meet with any of theStation Ships, and fb ' 
give Information of the Robbery, in Terrorem,to pre- 
vent a Purfuit, Lowthcr contrived a fort of a Certifi- 
cate, which he direfted the Matter to Ihew to their 
Confort, if they fhould meet with her ^ and upon 
Sight of it the Brigantine would pafs unmolefted : 
This Confort, he pretended, was a 40 Gun Ship, 
and cruittng thereabouts. 

After this the Delivery proceeded to HifjuthioU ; 
near the Weft End of the Ifland fhe met with a 
French Sloop loaden with Wine and Brandy } aboard 
ofthisVeffel went Captain Majfey , as a Merchant, 
and ask’d the Price of one Thing, and then another, 
bidding Money for the greateft Part of the Cargo ; 
but after he had trifled a while, he whifper’d a 
Secret in the French Man’s Ear, viz.. That they muff- 
have it all without Money. Monpenr prefently under- 
ftood his Meaning, and unwillingly agreed to the 
Bargain. They took out of her thirty Casks of 
Brandy, five Hogfheads of Wine, feveral Pieces of 
Chintzes, and other valuable Goods, and about 70 1 . 
Englifi, in Money • of which Lowther generouily re- 
turn’d five Pounds back to the French Matter for his 
Civilities. 

But as all Conftitutions grow old, and thereby 
fhake and totter, fo did our Commonwealth in 
about a Month of its Age, feel Commotions and in- 
teftine Difturbances, by the Divifions of its Mem- 
bers, which had near hand terminated in its De- 
ftru&ion • thefe civil Difcords were owing to 
the following Occafion. Captain Maffey had been 
a Soldier almoft from his Infancy, but was but very 
indifferently acquainted with Maritime Affairs, and 
having an enterprising Soul, nothing would fatisfy 
him, but he mutt be doing Bufinefs in his own 
Way, therefore he required Lowther to let him have 
thirty Hands to land with, and he would attack 
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the French Settlements, and bring aboard the Devil 
and all of Plunder. 

Lorvther did all that he could do, and laid all 
that he could fay, to difiwade Majfey from fo ralh 
and dangerous an Attempt ■, pointing out to him 
the Hazard the Company would run, and the Con- 
fequences to them all, if he jhould not fucceed, and 
the little Likelihood there was to expett Succefs 
from the Undertaking : But ’twas all one for that, 
Majfey would go and attack the French Settlements, 
for any thing Lorvther could fay againft it fo that 
he was obliged to propofe the Matter to the Com- 
pany, among whom Majfey found a few Fello.vs 
as refolute as himfelf \ however, a great Majori- 
ty being againft it, the Affair was over-ruled in 
Oppofition to Captain Majfey, notwithftanding 
which , Majfey grew fraftious, quarrelled with 
Lorvther , and the Men divided into Parties, fome 
fiding with the Land Pyrate, and fome with the 
Sea Rover, and were all ready to fall together by 
the Ears, when the Man at the Maft-Head cry’d 
out, A Sail ! A Sail ! then they gave over the Dif- 
pute, fet all their Sails, and fleered after the Chace. 
.in a few Hours they came up with her, {he being 
a finall Ship from Jamaica , bound to England •, they 
took what they thought fit out of her, and a Hand 
or two, and then Lorvther was for finking the Ship, 
with feveral Paffengers that were in her, for what 
Reafon I know not, but Majfey fo that he interpofed, 
prevented their cruel Fate, and the Ship fafely ar- 
rived afterwards in England. 

The next Day they took a fmall Sloop, an 
interloping Trader, which they detain’d ydth her 
Cargo. All this while Majfey was unealy, and de- 
clar’d his Refolution to leave them, and Lorvther 
finding him a very troublelome Man to deal with, 
contented that he fhould take the Sloop, laft made 
Prize of, with what Hands had a Mind to go 

with 
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with him, and fhiffc for himfelf. Whereupon Maffey , 
with about ten more Malecontents, goes aboard 
the Sloop, and comes away in her dire&ly for Ja- 
maica. 

Notwithftanding what had palled. Captain Maffey 
puts a bold Face upon the Matter, and goes to Sir 
Nicholas Laws, the Governor, informs him of his 
leaving Lowther the Pyrate, owns, That he affified r>i 
going off with the Ship, at the River Gambia \ but laid, 
7 twas to fave fo many of his Majefty 7 s Subjects from peril- 
ing, and that his Defign was to return to England but 
Lowther confpiring with the greater Part of the Company , 
went a pyrating with the Ship and that he had taken this 
Opportunity to leave him , and furrender himfelf and Vef- 
fel to his ExctUency. 

Maffey was very well received by the Governor,’ 
and had his Liberty given him, with a Promile of 
his Favour, and fo forth •, and, at his own Re- 
quell, he was lent on Board the Happy Sloop, Cap- 
tain Laws, to cruile off Hifpaniola , for Lowther , 
but not being lo fortunate as to meet with him. 
Captain Maffey returned back to Jamaica in the 
Sloop, and getting a Certificate, and a Supply of 
Money, from the Governor, he came home Palfen- 
ger to England. 

When Maffey came to Town, he writes a long 
Letter to the Deputy Governor and Diredors of 
the African Company, wherein he imprudently re- 
lates the whole Tranfadions of his Voyage, the 
going off with the Ship, and the Ads of Pyracy he 
had committed with Lowther but excufes it as 
Ralhnels and Inadvertency in himfelf, occalioned by 
his being ill ufed, contrary to the Promifes that had 
been made him, and the Expeditions he had en- 
tertained •, but own’d, that he deferved to dye for 
what he had done yet, if they had Generolity 
enough to forgive him, as he was ftill capable to 
do them Service, as a Soldier, fo he Ihould be ve- 
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ry ready to do it •, but if they refolved to profecute 
him, he begg’d only this Favour, that he might 
not be hang’d like a Dog, but ro die like a Soldier, 
as he had been bred from his Childhood, that is, 
that he might be fhot. 

This was the Subllance of the Letter, which, 
however, did not produce fo favourable an Anfwer 
as he hoped for, Word being brought back to 
him, That he Jhould be fairly hatig'd. Whereupon, 
Maffcy refolved not to be out of the Way, when 
he found what important Occafion there was like- 
ly to be for him, but takes a Lodging in Aldcrfgate- 
Street , the next Day went to the Lord Chief Juftice’s 
Chambers, and enquired, if my Lord had granted 
a Warrant againft Captain John Maffcy, for Pyracy : 
But being told by the Clerks, that they knew of 
no fuch Thing ^ he informed them, he was the 
Man, that my Lord would foon be apply’d to for 
that Purpole, and the Officer might come to hiip 
at fuch a Place, wheie he lodg’d; They took the 
DireOdons in Writing, and, in a few Days, a War- 
rant being iftued, the Tipftaff went dire&ly, by 
his own Information, and apprehended him, with- 
out any other Trouble, than walking to his 
Lodging. 

There was then no Perfon in Town to charge 
him with any Fa£t, upon which he could be com- 
mitted •, nor could the Letter be proved to be of 
his Hand-Writing, fo that they had been obliged 
to let him go again, if he had not helped his Ac- 
cufers out at Pinch : The Magiftrate was reduced 
to the putting of this Queftion to him, Did you write 
this Letter ? He anfwered, He did : And not only 
that, but confeffed all the Contents of it } upon 
which, he was committed to Newgate , but was af- 
terwards admitted to a hundred Pounds Bail, or 
thereabouts. 


On 
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On the 5th of J-uly 1723, he was brought to his 
Tryal, at a Court of Admiralty held at the Old- 
Eaily , when Captain Ruffe l. Governor Whitney’s 
Son, and others, appeared as Evidences, by whom 
the Indi&ment was plainly proved againft him 
which, if it had not been done, the Captain was of 
fuch an heroick Spirit, that he would have deny’d 
nothing •, for inftead of making a Defence, he on- 
ly entertained the Court with a long Narrative of 
his Expedition, from the firft letting out, to his Re- 
turn to England, mentioning two Afts of Pyracy 
committed by him, which he was not charged with, 
often challenging the Evidences to contradift him, 
if in any Thing he related the leaft Syllable of an 
Untruth ; and inftead of denying the Crimes fee 
forth in. the Indi&ment, he charged himfelf with 
various Circumftances, which fixed the Faffs more 
home upon him. Upon the whole, the Captain 
was found Guilty, received Sentence of Death, 
and was executed three Weeks after, at Executi- 
on-Dock. 

We return now to Lowther, whom we lefr crui- 
fing off Hifpaniola , from whence he plyed to Wind- 
ward, and, near Porto Rico, chafed two Sail, and Ipoke 
with them ; they proving to be a fmall Briftol Ship, 
commanded by Captain Smith, and a Spanifh Pyrate, 
who had made Prize of the faid Ship. Lowther exami- 
ned into the Spaniard's Authority for taking an Englifh 
Veflel, and threat’ned to put every Man of them to 
death, for fo doing-, fo that the Spaniards fancied 
themlelves to be in a very pittiful Condition, till 
Matters cleared up, and they found their Mafters 
as great Rogues as themfelves, from whom fome 
Mercy might be expected, in regard to the near 
Relation they flood with them, as to their Profefi- 
lion in Ihort, Lowther firft rifled, and then burnt 
both the Ships, fending the Spaniards away in their 
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Launch, and turning all the Englijh Sailors into 
Py rates. 

After a few Days Cruife, Lowther took a fmall 
Sloop belonging to St. Chriftophers, which they 
mann’d and carried along with them to a fmall 
Ifland, where they cleaned, and flay’d fome Time 
to take their Diverfions, which confifted in un- 
heard of Debaucheries, with drinking, fwearing 
and rioting, in which there feemed to be a kind 
of Emulation among them, refembling rather Devils 
than Men, ftriving who ihould out do one another 
in new invented Oaths and Execrations. 

They all got aboard about Chriftmas, obferving 
neither Times nor Seafons, for perpetrating their 
villainous A&ions, and failed towards the Bay of 
Honduras j but flopping at the Grand Caimanes for 
Water, they met with a fmall Veffel with 13 
Hands, in the fame honourable Employment with 
themfelves \ the Captain of this Gang was one 
Edward Lowe., whom we fhall particularly difcourfe 
of in a Chapter by it felf : Lowther received them 
as Friends, and treated them with all imaginable 
Refpeft, inviting them, as they were few in Num- 
ber,' and in no Condition to purfue the Account, 
(as they called it) to join their Strength together, 
which on the Confideration afbrefaid, was accepted 
of, Lowther ftill continuing Commander, and Lowe 
was made Lieutenant : The Veffel the new Pyrates 
came out of, they funk, and the Confederates proceed 
on the Voyage as Lowther before intended. 

The 1 olh of January, the Pyrates came into the 
Bay, and fell upon a Ship of 200 Tun, called the 
Greyhound , Benjamin Edwards Commander, belong- 
ing to Bofion. Lowther hoifted his pyratical Co- 
lours, and fired a Gun for the Greyhound to bring to, 
which fhe refilling, the Happy Delivery (the Name 
of the Pyrate) edg’d down, and gave her a Broad- 
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fide, which was returned by Captain Edwards very 
bravely, and the Engagement held for an Hour ; 
but Captain Edwards , finding the Pyrate too ftrong 
for him, and fearing the Conlequence of too ob- 
ftinate a Refiftance againft thofe lawlefs Fellows, 
ordered his Enfign' to be (truck. The Pyrates 
Boat came aboard, and not only rifled the Ship, but 
whipp’d, beat, and cut the Men in a cruel Manner, 
turned them aboard their own Ship, and then 
fet Fire to their’s. 

In cruifing about the Bay, they met and took fe- 
veral other Veffels without any Refiftance, viz.. 
two Brigantines of Bofton in New-England , one of 
which they burnt, and lunk the other j a Sloop 
belonging to Conne&icut , Captain Airs, which they 
alfo burnt a Sloop of Jamaica, Captain Hamilton , 
they took for their own Ufe \ a Sloop of Virginia 
they unladed, and was fo generous as to give her 
back to the Mafter that own’d her. They took 
a Sloop of 100 Ton, belonging to Rhode IJland , 
which they were pleafed to keep, and mount 
with eight Carriage, and ten Swivel Guns. 

With this little Fleet, viz.. Admiral Lowther , in 
the Happy Delivery *, Captain Low , in the Rhode IJland 
Sloop *, Captain Harris , (who was fecond Mate in 
the Greyhound when taken , ) in Hamilton's Sloop, and 
the little Sloop formerly mentioned, ferving as a 
Tender ; I fay, with this Fleet the Pyrates left 
the Bay, and came to Tort Mayo in the Gulph of 
Matique , and there made Preparations to careen ; 
they carried afhore all their Sails, and made Tents 
by the Water-Side, wherein they laid their Plunder, 
Stores, 0 rc. and fell to work •, and at the Time 
that the Ships were upon the Heel, and the good 
Folks employ’d in heaving down, ferubing, tallow- 
ing, and fo forth •, of a fudden came down a confi- 
derable Body of the Natives, and attack’d the Py- 
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rates unprepared. As they were in no Condition 
to defend themfelves, they fled to their Sloops, lea- 
ving them Mafters of the Field and the Spoil thereof, 
which was of great Value, and let Fire to the Hap- 
py Delivery , their capital Ship. 

Lowther made the beft Provifton he could in the 
largeft Sloop, which he called the Ranger , having 
ten Guns and eight Swivels, and fhe failing beft, the 
Company went all aboard of her, and left the other 
at Sea. Provifions was now very ftiort, which, 
with the late Lofs, put them in a confounded ill 
Humour, infomuch that they were every now and 
then going together by the Ears, laying the Blame 
of their ill Condud fometimes upon one, then up- 
on another. 

The Beginning of May 1722, they got to the 
Weft-Indies, and near the llland of Difeada, took 
a Brigantine, one Payne Mafter, that afforded them 
what they flood in need of, which put them 
in better Temper, and Bufinefs feemed to go on 
well again. After they had pretty well plundered 
the Brigantine, they fent her to the Bottom. They 
went into the llland and watered, and then flood 
to the Northward, intending to vifit the Main-Coaft 
of America . 

In the Latitude of 38, they took a Brigantine 
called the Rebecca of Boflon , Captain Smith, bound 
thither from St. Chriftcphers. At the taking of this 
VelTel, the Crews divided •, for Lorv, whom Low- 
ther joined at the Grand Caimanes, proving always a 
very unruly Member of the Commonwealth, al- 
ways afpiring, and never fatisfy’d with the Pro- 
ceeding's of the Commander •, he thought it the 
fafeft Way to get rid of him, upon any Terms 3 
and according to the Vote of the Company, they 
parted the Bear Skin between them : Low with 44 
Hands went' aboard the Brigantine, and Lowther 
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with the fame Number hay’d in the Sloop, and 
leparated that very Night, being the 28th of 
May 1722. 

Lowther proceeding on his Way to the Main- 
Coaft, took three or four fifhingVeffels off New-York, 
which was no great Booty to the Captors.- The 3d 
of June, they met with a fmall New- England Ship, 
bound home from Barbadoes, which lb'Od an Attack 
a fmall Time, but finding it to no Purpole, yielded 
herfelf a Prey to the Booters : The Pyrates took 
out of her fourteen Hogftieadsof Rum, fix Barrels 
of Sugar, a large Box of Englijh Goods,, feveral 
Casks of Loaf Sugar, a confiderable Quantity of 
Pepper, fix Negroes, befides a Sum of Money and 
Plate, and then let her go on her Voyage. 

The next Adventure was not fo fortunate for 
them, for coming pretty near the Coaft of South- 
Carolina , they met with a Ship juft come out, on 
her Voyage to England } Lowther. gave her a Gun, 
and hoifted his pyratical Colours 3 but this Ship, 
which was called the Amy, happening to have a 
brave gallant Man to command her, who was not 
any ways daunted with that terrible Enfign, the 
black Flag, he inftead of ftriking immediately, as 
’twas expected, let fly a’Broadfide at the Pyrate. Low- 
ther (not at all pleafed with the Compliment, tho’ 
he put up with it for the prefent) was for taking 
Leave} but th e Amy getting the Pyrate between 
her and the Shore, flood after him to clap him 
aboard } to prevent which, Lowther run the Sloop 
a-ground, and landed all the Men with their Arms. 
Captain Gwatkins, the Captain of the Amy, was 
obliged to ftand off, for fear of running his own 
Ship aftiore } but at the fame Time thought fit 
for the publick Good, to deft roy the Enemy} and 
thereupon went into the Boat, and rowed towards 
the Sloop, in order to fet her on Fire } but before 
he reached the Veflel, a fatal Shot from Lowther ’’ s 

Company 
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Company afhore, put an End to their Defign and 
Captain Gtvatkin’ s Life. After this unfortunate 
Blow, the Mate returned aboard with the Boat, 
and not being enclined to purfue them any farther, 
took Charge of the Ship. 

Lowther got off the Sloop after the Departure of 
the Amy, and brought all his Men aboard again, 
but was in a poor fhattered Condition, having fuf- 
fered much ip the Engagement, and had a great 
many Men kill’d and wounded : He made Shift to 
get into an Inlet fomewhere in North-Carolina, where 
he ftaid a long while before he was able to put to 
Sea again. 

He and his Crew laid up all the Winter, and 
fhifted as well as they could among the Woods, 
divided themfelves into fmall Parties, and hunted 
generally in the Day Times, killing of black Cat- 
tle, Hogs, &c. for their Subfiftance, and in the 
Night retired to their Tents and Huts, which they 
made for Lodging and fometimes when the Wea- 
ther grew very cold, they would flay aboard of 
their Sloop. 

In the Spring of the Year 1723, they made Shift 
to get to Sea, and fleered their Courfe for New- 
foundland, and upon the Banks took a Scooper, call’d 
the Swift, John Hood Matter ; they found a good 
Quantity of Provifions aboard her, which they 
very much wanted at that Time, and after taking 
three of their Hands, and plundering her of what 
they thought fit, they let her depart. They took 
feveral other Veffels upon the Banks, and in the 
•Harbour, but none of any great Account •, and 
then fleering for a warmer Climate, in Auguft arri- 
ved at the Weft- Indies. In their Paffage thither, 
they met with a Brigantine, called the John and Eli- 
zabeth, Richard Stanny -M after, bound for Lofton, 
which they plundered, took two of her Men, and 
difeharged her. 

Lowther 
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Lowther cruifed a pretty while among the Iflands 
without any extraordinary Succefs, and was redu- 
ced to a very frnall Allowance of Provifions, till 
they had the luck to fall in with a Mart'mico Man, 
which proved a feafonable Relief to them •, and 
after that, a Gu'wey Man had the ill Fortune to be- 
come a Prey to the Rovers } Ihe was called the Prin- 
cefs , Captain Wick/led Commander. 

It was now thought neceffary to look out for a 
Place to clean their Sloop in, and prepare for new 
Adventures : Accordingly the Ifland of Blanco was 
pitched upon for that Purpofe, which lies in the 
Latitude of n° 50 m. N. about 30 Leagues from 
the Main of the Spanijh America , between the Iflands 
of Margarita and Roc as ^ and not far from, Tortuga. It is 
a low even Ifland, but healthy and dry, uninhabi- 
ted, and about two Leagues in Circumference, with 
Plenty of Lignum Vita? Trees thereon, growing 
in Spots, with fhrubby Bufhes of other Wood about 
them. There are, befidesTurtle, great Numbers of 
Guanoes, which is an amphibious Creature like a 
Lizard, but much larger, the Body of it being as 
big as a Man’s Leg } they are very good to eat, 
and are much ufed by the Pyrates that come here : 
They are of divers Colours, but fuch as live upon 
dry Ground, as here at Blanco , are commonly yel- 
low. On the N. W. End of this Ifland, there is 
a fmall Cove or fandy Bay, all round the reft of 
the Ifland is deep Water, and fteep clofe to the 
Ifland. Here Lowther reforted to, the Beginning 
of Otlober laft, unrigged his Sloop, lent his Guns, 
Sails, Rigging, &c. aftiore, and put his Veflel upon 
the Careen. The Ragle Sloop of Barbadoes , belong- 
ing to the South-Sea Company, with 35 Hands, com- 
manded by Walter Moore , coming near this Ifland, 
in her Voyage to Comena , on the Spanijh Continent, 
faw the faid Sloop juft careen’d, with her Guns out, 
and Sails unbent, which Ihe fuppofed to be a Pyrate, 

becaufe 
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becaufe it was a Place where Traders did not com- 
monly ufe, fo took the Advantage of attacking 
her, as fke was then unprepared ; the Eagle having 
fired a Gun to oblige her to fhew her Colours, the 
Pyrate hoifted the St. George’s Flag at their Topmaft- 
Head, as it were to bid Defiance to her •, but when 
they found Moore and his Crew refolved to board 
them in good earneft, the Pyrates cut their Cable 
and haw led their Stern on Shore, which obliged 
the Eagle to come to an Anchor a-thwart their 
Hawfe, where ttie engaged them till they called 
for Quarter and ftruck ; at which Time Lowther 
and twelve of the Crew made their Elcape out of 
the Cabin Window. The Matter of the Eagle got 
the Pyrate Sloop off, fecured her, and° went 
afhore with 25 Hands, in Purfuit of Lowther and his 
Gang ; but after five Day’s fearch, they could find 
but five of them, which they brought aboard, 
and then proceeded with the Sloop and Pyrates to 
Comena aforefaid, where they foon arrived. 

The Spattijh Governor being informed of this 
brave Afiion, condemned the Sloop to the Captors, 
and fent a fmall Sloop with 23 Hands to fcower 
the Bufhes and other Places of thelflandof Blanco t 
for the Pyrates that remained there, and took four 
more, with leven fmall Arms, leaving behind them 
Captain Lowther , three Men, and a little Boy, which 
they could not take; the above four the Spaniards 
try’d and condemned to Slavery for Life ; three to 
the Gallies, and the other to the Cattle of Ar- 
raria. 

The Eagle Sloop brought all their Prilbners af- 
terwards to St. Chriftopker’s, where the following 
were try’d by a Court of Vice Admiralty, there 
held March the 11th, 1722, viz.. John Churchill , 
Edward Mackdonald, Nicholas Lewis , Richard Weft , 
Sam. Levcrcott, Robert White, John Shaw, Andrew Hun- 
ter , Jonathan Delve , Matthew Freeh am , Henry Wat - 
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fon, Roger Grange , Ralph Candor , and Robert Willis 5 
the three laft were acquitted, the other thirteen 
were found Guilty, two of which were recom- 
mended to Mercy by the Court, and accordingly 
pardoned ^ and the reft executed at that Ifland, on 
the 20th of the fame Month. 

As lor Captain Lowther , it is faid that he after- 
wards fhot himfelf upon that fatal Ifland, where 
his Pyracies ended, being found, by fome Sloop’s 
Men, dead, and a Piftol burft by his Side. 



CHAP. 



3 66 



CHAP. XV. 

O F 

Captain Edward Low> 

And his C r E W. 

E Edward Low \ was born in Weflminfter , and had 
his Education there, fuch as it was, for he 
could neither write or read. Nature feem’d 
to have deiigned him for a Pyrate from his Child- 
hood, for very early he began the Trade of plun- 
dering, and was wont to raife Contributions among 
all the Boys of Wefiminfter\ and if any were bold 
enough to refufe it, a Battle was the Confequence •, 
but Low was fo hardy, as well as bold, there was 
no getting the better of him, fo that he robbed 
the Youths of their Farthings, with Impunity ; 
when he grew bigger he took to Gaming in a low 
Way, for it was commonly among the Footmen 
in the Lobby of the Houfe of Commons, where he 
ufed to play the whole Game, (as they term it,) 
that is, cheat all he could, and thofe who pretended 
to dilpute it with him, muft fight him. 

The Virtues of fome of his Family were equal 
to his •, one of his Brothers was a Youth of Genius, 
when he was but feven Years old, he ufed to be 
carried in a Basket, upon a Porter’s Back, into a 
Crowd, and (hatch Hats and Wigs : According to 

the 
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the exa£l Chronology of Newgate, he was the firft 
who pra&ifed this ingenious Trick. After this, 
he applied himlelf to picking of Pockets , when 
he increafed in Strength, he attempted greater 
Things, fuch as Houfe-breaking, &c. But after 
he had run a Ihort Race, he had the Misfortune of 
ending his Days at Tyburn, in Company with Stephen 
Bunce, and the celebrated Jack Hall the Chimney- 
Sweeper. 

But to return to Ned, when he came to Man’s 
Eftate, at his eldeft Brother’s Defire, he went to 
Sea with him, and lb continued for three or four 
Years, and then parted - and Ned work’d in a Rig- 
ging-Houle in Boflon in New-England , for a while. 
About fix Years ago, he took a Trip home to Eng- 
land, to fee his Mother, who is yet Living. His 
Stay was not long here •, but taking Leave of his 
Friends and Acquaintance, for the laft Time he 
ihould fee them ; for lo he was plealed to lay • he 
returned to Boflon, and work’d a Year or two lon- 
ger at the Rigging Bufmefs. But being too apt to 
dilagree with his Mailers, he left them, and Ihipp’d 
himfelf in a Sloop that was bound to the Bay of 
Honduras. 

When the Sloop arrived in the Bay, Ned Loro 
was appointed Patron of the Boat, which was em- 
ploy’d in cutting of Logwood, and bringing it 
aboard to lade the Ship *, for that is the Commo- 
dity they make the Voyage for: In the Boat were 
twelve Men befides Low, who all go arm’d, be- 
cause of the Spaniards, from whom this Logwood 
is but little better than Hole. It happened that 
the Boat one Day came aboard juft before Dinner 
was ready, and Low defired that they might ftay and 
Dine •, but the Captain, being in a Hurry for his 
Lading, ordered them a Bottle of Rum, and to 
take t’other Trip, becaufe no Time Ihould be loft : 
This provoked the Boat’s Crew, but particularly 
Lcnv t 
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Low , who takes up a loaded Mufquet and fires at 
the Captain, but miffing him, ffiot another poor 
Fellow thro’ the Head, then put off the Boat, and 
with his twelve Companions goes to Sea : The 
next Day they took a fmall Veffel, and go in her, 
make a black Flag, and declare War againft all the 
jWorld. 

They then proceeded to the Ifland of the Grand 
Caimanes , intending to have fitted up their fmall 
Veffel, and prepare themfelves as well as their Cir- 
cumftances would permit, for their honourable 
Employment-, but falling in Company with George 
Lowther , another Pyrate there, who paying his Com- 
pliments to Low , as great Folks do to one another 
when they meet, and offering himfelf as an Ally - 7 
Low accepted of the Terms, and fo the Treaty was 
prefently fign’d without Plenipo’s or any other For- 
malities. 

We have already given an Account of their joynt 
Pyracies, under Lowther as chief Commander, till 
the 28th of A 4 ay, 1722, when they took a Bri- 
gantine of Bofton , bound thither from St. Chrifto- 
froers, at which Time they parted, and Edward Low 
went into the Brigantine, with forty four others, 
who chofe him their Captain: They took with 
them two Guns, four Swivels, fix Quarter-Casks 
of Powder, Provifions and fome Stores, and fo left 
Lowther to profecute his Adventures, with the Men 
he had left. 

Their firft Adventure in the Brigantine, was on 
Sunday the 3d Day of June, when they took a Vef 
fel belonging to Amboy, John Hance Mafter, whom 
he rifled of his Provifions, and let go 5 the fame 
Day he met with a Sloop, James Calquhoon Mafter, 
off'of Rhode JJland , bound into that Port, whom he 
firft plundered, and then cut away his Boltfprit, 
and all his Rigging, alfo his Sails from the Yards, 
and wounded the Mafter, to prevent his getting 

in 
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in to give Intelligence, and then ftood away to the 
South-Eafhvard, with all the Sail he could make, 
there being then but little Wind. 

Low judged right in making fail from the Coaft, 
for a longer flay had proved fatal to him, for 
notwithstanding the dilabled Condition he had 
rendered the Sloop in, the made ihift to get into 
Block JJland, at 1 1 o’Clock that Night, and imme- 
diately dilpatched a Whale-Boat to Rhode Jflaudj 
which got thither by feven the next Morning, with 
an Account of the Pyrate, his Force, and what 
had happened to him : As loon as the Governor 
had received this Information, he ordered a Drum 
to beat up for Volunteers, and two of the beft 
Sloops then in the Harbour, to be fitted out : He 
gave Commilfions to one Captain John Headland , 
and Captain John Brown , jun. for ten Days*, the 
former had eight Guns and two Swivels, and the 
latter fix Guns, well fitted with fmall Arms, and 
in both Sloops 140 flout Fellows; all this was 
performed with lb much Expedition, that before 
Sun-let, they were under Sail, turning out of the 
Harbour, at the lame Time the Pyrate was leen 
from Block IJland, which gave great Hopes that the 
Sloops would be Matters of her the next Day, which 
however did not happen, for the Sloops returned in- 
to Harbour lome Days afterwards, without lb much 
as feeing their Enemy. 

After this Efcape, Captain Low, w'ent into Port,' 
upon the Coaft, for he had not frelh Water enough 
to run to the Wands, where he ftaid a few Days, 
getting Provifions and what Necelfaries the Crew 
wanted, and then failed for Purchale, (as they call 
it) fleering their Courfe towards Marblehead. 

About the' 1 1th of July, the Brigantine failed 
into the HarbOuf of Port Rofemary^ and there found 
thirteen Ships and Velfels, but none of Force, at 
Anchor, they Ipread their black flag, and ran in 
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among them •, Low telling them from the Brigan- 
tine, they fhould have no Quarters if they re- 
fitted •, iri the mean Time they mann’d and arm’d 
their Boat, and took PolTeffion of every ore of 
them, plundered them of what they thought fit, 
and converted one to their own Ufe, viz., a Scoo- 
nerofSoTuns, aboard of which they put xo Car- 
riage Guns, and 50 Men, and Low himfelf went 
. Captain, and nam’d her the Fancy, making one 
Charles Harris , (who, was at firft forced into their 
Service out of the Greyhound of Bofton , by Lowther , 
of which Ship Harris was fecond Mate) Captain of 
the Brigantine : Out of thefe VefTels they took feve- 
ral Hands, and encreafed the Company to 80 Men, 
who all figned the Articles, fome willingly, and 
a few perhaps by Force, and fo failed away from 
AFarhlehead. 

Some Time after this, they met with two Sloops 
bound for Bofton, with Provisions for the Garrifon, 
and the Scooner coming up firft, attacked them, 
but there happening to be an Officer and fome Sol- 
diers on Board, who gave them a warm Reception, 
Low chofe to ftay till he fhould be joyned by the 
Brigantine } in the mean while the Sloops made 
the beftof their Way, and the Pyrates gave them 
Chace two Days, and at laft loft fight of them in 
a Fog. 

They now fleered for the Leeward Iflands, but 
in their Voyage met with fuch a Hurricane of 
Wind, that the like had not been known ; the 
Sea ran Mountains high, and feemed to threaten 
them every Moment with Deftruttion it was no 
Time now to look out for Plunder, but to fave 
themfelves, if poflible, from perifhing. All Hands 
tvere continually employed Night, and Day, on 
Board the Brigantine, and all little enough, for 
the Waves went over her, fo that they were forced 
to keep the pump conftantly going, befides baling 
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with Buckets ; but finding themlelves not able to 
keep her free, and feeing the utmdft Danger before 
their Eyes, they turn’d to the Table, and hoifted out 
their Provifions, and other heavy Goods, and threw 
them over-board, with fix Of then* Guns, fo that 
by lightening the Veffel, fhe might rife to the Top 
of the Sea with the Waves : They were alfo going 
to cut away their Maft ; but confidering how dan- 
gerous it would be, to be left in fuch a Condition, 
they refolved to delay it to the leift, which was 
Prudence in them to do; for a Ship without Mafts 
or Sails, lies like a Log upon the Water, and if at- 
tack’d, mull fight with Difadvantage, the working 
of her being^the moft artful Part of the Engage- 
ment, becaufe fhe may fometimes bring all her great 
Guns on one Side, to bear upon her Enemy, v/heri 
the difabled Ship can do little or nothing. 

But to proceed; by their throwing over-board 
the heavy Goods, the Veffel made confiderable lefs 
Water, and they could keep it under with the 
Pump only; which gave them Hopes and new Life ; 
fo that inftead of cutting all away, they took ne- 
ceffary Meafures to fecure the Maft, by making 
Preventor-Shrowds, &c. and then wore and lay too 
upon the other Tack, till the Storifi was over. The 
Scooner made foinewhat better Weather of it; of 
the two, but was pretty roughly handled not- 
withftanding, having fplit her Main-fail, fprung 
her Boltfprit; and cut her Anchors from her 
Bows; The Brigantine by running away to Lee- 
ward, when fhe wore upon the Larboard Tack, had 
loft Sight of the Scooner ; but not knowing whe- 
ther fhe might be fafe or not, as foon as the Wind 
abated, fhe let her Main-Sail and Top-Sail, and 
made fhort Trips to Windward ; and the next 
Day had the good Fortune to come in Sight of 
their Confort, who, upon a Signal, which the other 
v knew, bore down to her, and the Crew were over- 
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joy’d to meet again, after fuch ill Treatment from 
the Winds and Seas. 

After the Storm, Low got fafe to a fmall Ifland, 
one of the Weathermoft of the Caribbees, and there 
fitted their Yeifels, as well as the Place could af- 
ford • they got Provifions of the Natives, in ex- 
change for Goods of their own ^ and as foon as 
the Brigantine was ready, ’twas judg’d neceffary 
to take a fhort Cruize, and leave the Scooner in 
the Harbour till her Return. The Brigantine 
fail’d out accordingly, and had not been out many 
Days before they met a Ship at Sea, thac had loft 
all her Mafts \ on Board of whom they went, and 
took from her in Money and Goods, to the Value 
of 1000I. and fo left her in the Condition they 
found her : This Ship was bound home from Bar- 
badoes , but lofing her Mafts in the late Storm, was 
making for Ant ego a, to refit, where fhe afterwards 
arriv’d. 

The Storm juft fpoken of, was found to have 
done incredible Damage in thofe Parts of the 
World • but however, it appear’d to have been more 
violent at Jamaica, both to the Ifland and Shipping, 
there was fuch a prodigious Swell of the Sea, thac 
feveral hundred Tuns of Stones and Rocks, were 
thrown over the Wall of the Town of Tort Royal , and 
the Town it felf was overflowed, and above half 
defiroy’d, there being the next Morning five Foot 
Wafer from one End to the other ; the Cannon of 
Fort Charles were difmounted, and fome wafhed 
into the Sea, and four hundred People loft their 
Lives •, a more melancholly Sight was fcarce ever 
leen when the Water ebb’d away, all the Streets 
being covered with Ruins of Houfes, Wrecks of 
VefTels, and a great Number of dead Bodies, for 
forty Sail ox Ships, in the Harbour, were caft 
away. 


The 
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The Brigantine return’d to the Ifland, where 
fire had left the Scooner, who being ready to fail, 
it was put to the Vote of the Company, what 
Voyage to take next-, and herein they follow’d the 
Advice of the Captain, who thought it not advife- 
able to go any farther to Leeward, becaufe of the 
Men of War who were cniifing in their feveral 
Stations, which they were not at all fond of meet- 
ing, and therefore it was agreed to go to the Azores, 
or Weftern lllarids. 

The latter End of July, Low took a French Ship 
of 34. Guns, and carried her along with him to the 
Azores. He came into St. Michael's Road the 
3d of Auguft, and took {even Sail that were lying 
there, viz. the Nofire Dame, Mere de Dieu, Captain 
Roach Commander •, the Dove, Capt. Cox ; the Rofie 
Pink, formerly a Man of War, Capt. Thompfon •, ano- 
ther Englijh Ship, Capt. Chandler \ and three other 
Veifels. He threatened all with prefent Death who 
refilled, which ftruck fucli a Terror to them, that 
they yielded themfelves up a Prey to the Villains, 
without firing a Gun. 

The Pyrates being in great Want of Water and 
frefii Provifions, Low lent to the Governor of St. 
Michael’s for a Supply, and promifed upon that 
Condition to releale the Ships he had taken, but 
otherwil'e to burn them all which Demand the 
Governor thought it not prudent to refufe, but 
lent the Provifion he required, upon which he re- 
leafed fix of the Ships, (after he had plundered 
them of what he thought fit,) and the other, viz. 
the Rofe Pink, was made a Pyrate Ship, which 
Low himlelf took the Command of. 

The Pyrates took feveral of the Guns out of the 
French Ship, and mounted them aboard the Rofe, 
which proved very fit for their Turn, and con- 
demned the former to the Flames. They took all 
the Crew out of her, but the Cook, who, they faid. 
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being a greazy Fellow would fry well in the Fire * 
lo the poor Man was bound to the Main-Maft, and 
burnt in the Ship, to the no fmall Diverfion of Low 
and his Mirmidons. / 

Low ordered the Scooner to lye in the Fare ber 
tween St- Michael'? and St. Mary’s, where, about 
the 20 rh of Jluguft, Captain Carter in the Wright 
Galley, had the ill Fortune to come in her Way \ 
and becaufe at firft they Ihewed Inclinations to de- 
fend themfelves, and what they had, the Pyrates 
put and ipangled them in a barbarous Manner j par- 
ticularly iome Portuguese Paffengers, two of which 
being Friers, they triced up at each Arm of the 
Fore-Yard, but let them down again before they 
were quite dead, and this they repeated feveral 
Times out of Sport- 

Another portuguefe, who was alio Captain Car- 
ter's Baffenger, putting on a forrowful Counte- 
nance at what he faw afted, one o~ this vile Crew 
attacked hirp upon the Deck, faying, he did. not 
like his Looks , and thereupon gave him one Blow 
a-crofs his Belly with hi's Cutlafh, that cut out his 
Bowels, and he fell down dead ‘without fpeaking 
a Word. At the fame Time another of thele 
Rogues cutting at a Prifoner, miffed his Mark, 
and Captain Low handing in his Way, very oppor- 
tunely received the Stroke upon his under Jaw, 
which laid the Teeth bare $ upon this the Sprgeon 
was called, who immediately' ftitched up the 
Wound, but Low finding fault with the Operation, 
the Surgeon being tollerably drunk, as itwascufto- 
rnary for every Body to be, ftruck Low fuch a Blow 
with his Fift, that broke out all the Stitches, and 
then bid him lew up his Chops Jiimfelf apd be 
damned, iq that Low made a very pitiful Figure 
for Iome Time after. 

When they had plundered Captain Carters Ship, 
feveral of them were for burning her, as they had 

‘ • ‘ done 
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done the French Man, but it was otherwife refolved 
atlaft^ for after they had cut her Cables, Rigging 
and Sails to Pieces, they left her to the Mercy of 
the Sea. 

Afcer thefe Depredations, they fteered for the 
Ifland of Madera , where miffing other Booty, they 
took up with a Fiffiing-Boat, with two old Men 
and a Boy in her, one of which they detained on 
Board, but fent the other alhore with a Flag of 
Truce, demanding a Boat of Water of the Gover- 
nor, on Pain of taking away the old Man’s Life, 
whom they threatened to hang at the Yard-Arm, 
upon their refufal •, but the Thing being complied 
with, the 'old Man was honourably (as the Pyrates 
iay) di (charged, and all the three much handfomer 
cloathed than when they took them. From this 
Ifland they failed to the Canaries , but meeting 
with no Prey there, they continued their Courfe 
for the Cape d.e Ferd Iflands, and at Bomvifia, took 
a Ship called the Liverpool Merchant , Captain Colli- 
ding, from whom they hole a great Quantity of 
Provifions and dry Goods, 300 Gallons of Brandy, 
two Guns and Carriages, a Matt, Yard and Haw- 
fers, befides fix of his Men, and then would not 
let them Trade there, nor at St. Nicholas, but obli- 
ged Captain Gouldirg to go with his Ship, to the 
Ifle of May. 

The Pyrate alfo took among thefe Iflands, a Ship 
belonging to Liverpool, Scot Commander-, two Portu- 
guefe,b loops bound for Brafil •, a fmall Englijh Sloop 
trading there, James Peafe Matter, bound to San SI 4 
Crux, and three Sloops from St. Thomas bound to 
Cura/o, the Matters Names were Lilly, Staples and 
Simpkins, all which they plundered, and then let 
go about their Bufinefs, except one Sloop which 
they fitted up for the following Purpofe. 

Loro had heard by one of the above mentioned 
Ships, that two fmall Gallies were expected every 
A a 4 Day 
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Day at the Wcftern Ijlands, viz., the Greyhound , Cap- 
tain Glafs , and the folijf, Captain Aram ; the for- 
jner of which was deligned to be fitted for the 
pyratical Trade to Brafil , if Things had happened 
to their Minds. They mann’d the Sloop, and lent 
her in Queft of one or both of thefe Ships to the 
Weftem JJlands aforefaid, whilft they carreen’d their 
Ship Rofe, at one of the Cape dc Verds : But now For- 
tune that had hitherto been fo propitious to them, 
left her Minions, and baffled for the prefent all 
their Hopes, tor the Sloop milling of their Prey, 
was reduced to great Hecefiities for want of Pro- 
vifions and Water, fo that they ventured to go 
alhore at St. Michael's for a Supply, and pals for a 
Trader; but they play’d their Parts lo auk wardly, 
that they were lufpe&ed by the Governor to be 
what they really were, and he was foon put out 
of doubt by a Vilit lome Tortugvefe made them, 
who happened unluckily to be Palfengers in Cap- 
tain Carter’s Ship, when Low took her, and knew 
the Gentlemen’s Faces very well ; upon which the 
xvhole Crew was conduced into the Caftle, where 
they were provided for as long as they liv’d. 

Low, in the mean Time, did not fare quite lo ill, 
but had his intended Voyage to Brafil fpoil’d, by 
the overfetting of his Ship, when ihe was upon 
the Careen, whereby fine was loft, fo that he was 
reduc’d to his old Scognety-which he called the 
Fancy, aboard of which they all went, to the Hum- 
ber of ioo, as vile Rogues as ever ended their 
Lives at Tyburn. They proceeded new to the Weft- 
Indies, but before they had gotten far on their 
Voyage, they attack’d a rich Fortuguefe Ship, call’d 
the Nofire Signiora de Vitloria, bound home from 
Bahia, and after fame Refiftance, took her. Low 
tortur’d fpveral of the Men, to make them declare 
where the Money, (which he fuppos’d they had 
OP Bojird^ lay, and extorted by that Means, a Con- 

feffion 
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feflion that the Captain had, during the Chace, 
hung out of the Cabin Window, a Bag with 1 1,000 
Moidores, which, ailoon as he was taken, he cut 
the Rope off, and let it drop into the Sea. 

Low, upon hearing what a Prize had efcap’d him, 
rav’d like a Fury, fwore a thoufand Oaths, and 
ordered the Captain’s Lips to be cut off, which 
he broil’d before his Face, and afterwards mur- 
thered him and all the Crew, being thirty two 
Perlons. 

After this bloody Aftion, they continued their 
Courfe, till they came to the Northward of all the 
Iflands, and there cruiz’d for about a Month, in 
which Time they made Prizes of the following 
Veffels, viz., a Snow from New-Tork to Curacoa, Ro- 
bert Leonard Matter •, a Sloop from the Bay, bound 
to New-Tork , Craig Matter •, a Snow from London and 
Jamaica, bound to New-Tork , and the Stanhope Pink, 
Andrew ' Delbridge Matter, from Jamaica to Boflon • 
which laft they burnt, becaufe of Low’s irreconcila- 
ble Averfion to New-England Men. 

After this Cruize, they went into one of the 
Iflands and clean’d, and then iteered for the Bay 
of AJonduras, where they arrived about the Middle 
of March 1722-3, and met a Sloop turning out of 
<the faid Bay. The Py rates had hoifted up Spanifi 
Colours, and continued them till they drew near 
the Sloop, then they hail’d them down, hoifted 
their black Flag, fired a Broadfide, and boarded 
her. This Sloop was a Spaniard of fix Guns, and 
70 Men, that came into the Bay that Morning, 
and meeting there with five EngUJh Sloops, and a 
Pink, made Prizes of them all, plundered them, 
and brought the Matters of the Veffels away Pri- 
foners, for the rarifom of the Logwood ; their 
Names were 7 uthill, Norton , Newbury, Sprafort , Clark 
and Ta rot. The Spaniards made no Refiftance, fo 
that the Engl if Pyrates foon became their Matters 

and’ 


378 Of Capt. Edw ard Low. 

and fell to rifling \ but finding the above-menti- 
oned People in the Hold, and feveral English Goods, 
they confulted Low the Captain thereupon, and 
without examining any further, the Refolution 
pafs’d to kill all the Company •, and the Pyrates, 
without any Ceremony, tell Pell-Mell to Execu- 
tion with their Swords, Cutlafhes, Poll-Axes and 
Piftols, cutting, flalhing and (hooting the poor 
Spaniards at a fad Rate. Some of the miferable 
Creatures jump’d down into the Hold, but could 
not avoid the Maffacre •, they met Death every 
where, for if they efcaped it from one Hand, they 
were Pure to periih by another •, the only Profpeffc 
they had pf Life, was to fly from the Rage of 
thofe mercilefs Men, and to truft to the more 
merciful Sea •, and accordingly a great many leap’d 
over-board, and fwam for the Shore \ but Low 
perceiving it, ordered the Canoa to be mann’d, and 
lent in jmrfuit of them, by which Means feveral 
of the poor unhappy Men were knock’d in the 
Head in the Water, as they were endeavouring to 
get to Land •, however, about 12 of them did 
reach the Shore, but in a miferable Condition, be- 
ing very much wounded, and what became of 
them afterwards was not known, except one, who 
while the Pyrates were at their Sports and Paftimes 
afhore, finding himfelf very weak and fainting with 
his Wounds, and not knowing where to go for 
Help and Relief, in this Extremity, he came back 
to them, and begg’d for God fake, in the moft ear- 
ned Manner poffible, that they would give him 
Quarters upon which, one of the Villains took 

hold of him, andfa.id, G <d~ n him, he would 

give him good Quarters prefently, and made the poor 
Spaniard kneel down on his Knees, then taking his 
Fuftl, put the Muzzle of it into his Mouth, and 
fired down his Throat. ’Twas thought the reft 
did not long furvive their miferable Condition, 
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and could only prolong their Lives, to add to the 
Milery of them. 

When the murdering Work was over, they 
rumaged the Spanijh Pyrate, and brought all the 
Booty aboard their own Veffels : The fix Matters 
aforementioned, found in the Hold, they reftored 
to their refpeftive Veffels : They forced away the 
Carpenter from the Pink, and then fet Fire to 
the Spanijh Sloop, and burnt her which laft Scene 
concluded the Deftruftion of their Enemy, Ship 
and Crew. 

Low let the Matters of the Velfels free, but would 
not fuffer them to fteer for Jamaica , where they 
■were then bound, for fear the Men of War fhould 
get Intelligence of them, but forced them all to go 
to New-Torh , threat’ning them with Death, when 
they met them again, if they refufed to comply with 
their Demands. 

In the next Cruize, which was between the Lee- 
ward Iflands and the Main, they took two Snows, 
bound from Jamaica to Liverpool , and a Snow from 
Jamaica to London , Bridds Matter-, as alio a Ship 
from Biddford to Jamaica , John Pinkham Commander ", 
and two Sloops from Jamaica to Virginia. 

On the 27th of May, Low and his Confort Har- 
ris, came off South-Carolina, and met w : th three good 
Ships, viz.- the Crown , Captain Lovereigne , the King 
William , the Carteret , and a Brigantine, who all came 
out of Carolina together two Days before. The Py- 
rates were at ^he Trouble of chacing them, and 
Captain Lovereigne being the fternmoft, fhe fell firfk 
a Prey into thtfir Hands and they fpent all the 
Day in coming up with the reft. 

Within a few Days they took a Ship called the 
Amflerdarn Merchant, Captain Willard, from Jamaica , 
but belonging to New-England as Low let none of 
that Country depart without Pome Marks of his 
Rage ? he cut off this Gentleman’s Ears, flit up his 
*• - ' Nofe, 
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Kofe, and cut him in feveral Places of his Body, 
and, after plundering his Ship, let him purfue his 
Voyage. 

After this he took a Sloop bound to Amboy , Wil- 
liam Frazier, Matter, with whom Mr. Low happen- 
ing to be difpleafed, he ordered lighted Matches to 
be ty’d between the Mens Fingers, which burnt ail 
the Flefh off the Bones ; then cut them in feveral 
Parts of their Bodies with Knives and Cutlafhes ; 
afterwards took all their Proviflons away, andfet 
lome of them afhore in an uninhabited Part of the 
Country. 

The Kingjlon, Captain EJlwick, another Ship, one 
Barrington Matter, two Brigantines from Carolina to 
London \ a Sloop from Virginia to Bermudas % a Ship 
from Glafgovo to Virginia \ a Scooner from New-Tork 
to South-Carolina ; a Pink from Virginia to Dartmouth , 
and a Sloop from Philadelphia to Surinam , fell a Prey 
to thefe Villains, upon this Cruize, befides thofe 
above-mentioned. 

If happened that at this Time one of his Ma- 
jetty’s Ships was upon a Cruize, on this Station, 
and got Intelligence of fome of the mifchievous 
A&ions of this Mile reant, by one of theVeffels 
that had been plundered by him, who fleering as 
directed, came in Sight of the Pyrates by break of 
Day, on the 10th of June, of all Days in the Year. 
The Rovers looking out for Prey, foon faw, and gave 
Chace to the Man of War, which was called the 
Greyhound, a Ship of 20 Guns, and 120 Men, rather 
jnferiour in Force to the two Pyrafe Veflels : The 
Greyhound finding them fo eager, was in no doubt 
what they fliould be, and therefore tack’d and 
flood from them, giving the Pyrates an Opportu- 
nity to chace her for two Hours, till all Things 
were in Readinel's for an Engagement, and the 
Pyrates about Gun-fhot off; then the Greyhound 
tack’d again, and $ood towards the two Sloops, one 
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of them called the Fancy, commanded by Low him- 
felf, and the other the Ranger, commanded by 
Harris, both which hoifted their pyratical Co- 
lours, and fired each a Gun. When the Grey- 
hound. came within Mufquet-lhot, lhe hailed up 
her Main-fail, and clapp’d clofe upon a Wind, to 
keep the Pyrates from running to Leeward, and 
then engaged : But when the Rogues found who 
they had to deal with, they edg’d away under the 
Man of War’s Stern, and the Greyhound Handing after 
them, they made a running Fight for about two 
Hours-, but little Wind happening, the Sloops gain- 
ed from her, by the help of their Oars \ upon which 
the Greyhound left off firing, and turned all Hands 
to her own Oars, and at three in the Afternoon 
came up with them. The Pyrates haul’d upon 
a - Wind to receive the Man of War, and the 
Fight was immediately renewed, with a brisk 
Fire on both Sides, till the Ranger’s Main-Yard 
was Ihot down, and the Greyhound prefilng dole 
upon the difabled Sloop, Low, in the other, thought 
fit to bear away and leave his Conlort a Sacrifice 
to his Enemy, who (leing the Cowardice and Trea- 
chery of his Commadore and Leader, having ten 
or twelve Men killed aud wounded, and that there 
was no poflibility of efcaping,) called out for Quar- 
ters, and furrendered themfelves to Juftice, which 
proved levere enough to them a-while after- 
wards. 

The Conduft of Low was furprizing in this Ad- 
venture, becaule his reputed Courage and Bold- 
nefs, had, hitherto, lo polfefs’d the Minds of all Peo- 
ple, that he became a Terror, even to his own Men \ 
but his Behav.jur throughout this whole Action, 
Ihewed him to be a bale cowardly Villain , for had 
Low’s Sloop fought half fo briskly as Harris’s had 
done, fas they were under a lolemn Oath to 4°,) 

the 
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the Man of War, in my Opinion, could never have 
hurted them; 

The Greyhound carried in their Prize to Rhode 
JJland, to the great Joy of the whole Province, tho’ 
it had been more compleat, if the great L O W' him- 
felf had grac’d the Triumph. The Prifoners were 
ftsongly lecured in a Goal, till a Court of Vice- 
Admiralty could be held for their Tryals, which 
begun on the i oth of July, at Newport , and conti- 
nued three Days. The Court was made up of the 
following Gentlemen. 

William Dummer , Elq; Lieutenant Governor ot the 
Majfachufets , Prefident. 

Nathaniel Paine, Efq j John V dentine , Elq^ Ad- 

Addington Davonfort , Efq-, vocate-General. 

Thomas Fitch , Elq^ Samuel Cranfion , Gover- 

Spencer Phipps, Elq - , nor of Rhode- Jfland. 

John Lechmcre, E%, Sur- John Menz.ies, Elq-, Judge 
veyor-General. of the Admiralty, 

Richard Ward, Efq-, Regifter. 

Mr. Jahleel Brinton, Provoft-Marlhal. 

Robert Auchmuta, Efq-, was affigned, by the Court,' 
Council for the Prifoners here under mention’d. 


Prifoners Names. Ages. 
Charles Harris , Captain 25 


William Blads 28 

Daniel Hide 23 

Ihomas Powel, jun. 21 

Stephen Mundon 20 

Thomas Huggit 30 

William Read. 3 5 

Peter Kneeves 32 

James Brinldy 28 

Jofeph Sound. ' 28 


Places of Birth. 

London. 

Rhode-IJland. 

Virginia. 

Connecticut^ JSf. £, 

London. 

London. 

Londonderry , Ireland * 
Exeter in Devon. 

Suffolk in England. 

City of Wefiminjter. . 

William 
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William Shutfield 40 

Edward Eaton 3$ 

John Brown . 2 9 

Edward Lawfon 20 

Oipe/z /Vre 27 

John Tomkins 23 

John Fitzgerrald 2 1 

Abraham Lacy 2 1 

Thomas Linifter 2 1 

Francis Leyton - 39 

yofetf w,Quart.«Mr.3 5 
Stow 28 

Charles Church 21 

Thomas Hazel 50 

Bright 


Lane after in England . 
Wrexham in Wales . 
County of Durham, 
Ifle of Man . 
South-Wales . 

(7 leucefterfhire. 

Limerick in Ireland * 
Devonfbire. 

Lancafnre . 

New-fork . 

County of Devon. 
London . 

St. Margaret's, Weftm. 


Thete 25 were found guilty, and executed the 
19th of July, 1723, near Newport in Rhode - 
I (land. 


John Brown 17 Liverpool. 

Patrick Cunningham 25 — J — ■ — ' 

Thefe two were found guilty, but refpited for 
one Year, and recommended to the King’s 
Favour. 


JohnWilfon 23 

Henry Barnes 22 

Thomas Jones 17 

Jofeph Switzer 24 

Thomas Mumper, Indian. 
John Hincher , Do£tor 22 
John Fletcher 17 

Thomas Child 15 

Thefe eight were 


New- London County 
Barbadoes. 

Elur in 

Bofton ill New- Engl and. 
Mather’s Vineyard N. E. 
Near Edinburgh, Scot . 


found Not Guilty. 


The deftroying this Pyrate was look’d upon by 
the Province, to be of fuch a fignal Service to the 
Publick, and particular Advantage to the Colony 

of 
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of New-York, that it was thought neceffary to make 
lome handfome Acknowledgement to Captain Peter 
Solgard for it j and therefore it was refolved, in an 
Alfembly of the Common-Council, to compliment 
him with the Freedom of their Corporation. The 
Relolution, together with the Preamble of the Cap- 
tain’s Freedom, being curious in their Kind, 1 fub- 
join them for the Satisfaction of the Reader. 

Refolution of the Mayor and Common-Coun- 
cil of the City of New-Tork, at a Common- 
Council held at the City Hall of the faid Ci- 
ty,. on Thursday the 25 th of July, Anno. Doitu 
1723. 


Prefent Robert Walter , Efq - , Mayor. 

City of New -York, jf. 

T HIS Court having taken into their Conf deration the 
great Service lately done to this Province in par - 
ticular, as well as to all other his Majefiy’ s good SubjeAs in 
general , by Captain Peter Solgard, Commander of his 
Majefty's Ship the Greyhound, the Station Ship of the 
Province , who lately in a Cruiz.e upon this Coast, in due 
^ Execution ' and Difcharge of his Duty , upon Intelligence 
given him , fought for , pu r fucd and engaged two Pyrat ? 
Sloops, commanded by one Low, ( a notorious and inhumane 
Pyrate,) one of which Sloops he took , after a refolute Re~ 
fiftance , and very much flattered the other , who by the 
Favour of the Night efcaped. Twenty fix of which Pyrates 
fo taken, being lately executed at Rhode Ifland, not only 
eafed this City a id Province of a very great Trouble, but 
of a very ccnfderable Expence , &c. It is therefore refoT 
ved fNemine Contradicentej) that this Corporation do 
prefent the faid Captain Solgard with the Freedom of this 
Corporation , as a Mark of the great Efteem they have for 
his perfon, as well as fbr the aforefaid great and good Ser - 

Vices $ 
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vices \ and that the Seal o f the [aid Freedom be enclofed 
in A Gold Box \ that Mr. Recorder and Mr. Bicklejr 
do draw the Dr aught of the faid Freedom , ftgnifying therein , 
the grateful Senfe of this Corporation , for Jo fignal a Ser- 
vice to the Publick , arid Benefit and Advantage of Mankind . 
That Alderman Kip, and Alderman Cruger, do prepare 
the faid Box } that the Arms of the Corporation be en- 
graved on one Side thereof , and a Reprcfentation of the 
Engagement on the other y with this Motto, (viz.) fQue- 
fitos Humani Generos Hoftes Debellare fhperbum, 
10 Junii, 1723.] That the Town-Clerk caitfe the fame 
Freedofn to be handfomly enrrcjfed on Parchment , and 
that the whole Corporation do wait upon him, to prefent 
the fariie. 

By Order of the Common-Council. 

William Sharpas, Clerk. 

The Preamble of Captain Peter Solgardf s Copy 
of his Freedom. 

Robert Walter , Efq; Mayor, and the Aldermen of the 
City of New-Torh 
City of NewTork,ff. 

T O all whom thefe Per fonts fhall come , fend Greeting. 

WHEREAS, Captain Peter Solgard, Commander 
of his Majefly s Ship the Greyhound, ( the prefent Station 
Ship of this Province ,) in his Cruize, havmg Intelligence of 
two Pyrate Sloops ofconfiderable Force in Confortfhip, under 
the Command of one Low, a notorious Pyrate, that had for 
upward of two Tears, committed many Depredations, Mur - 
ders and Barbarities, upon many of his Majefly'' s Subjells and 
Allies, lately come upon this Co a ft, hath, with great Dili- 
gence, and utmoft Application, purfued, overtaken, and after 
a ftubborn Reft franco, vanejuifhed and overcome both of them, 
taking one, and driving the other from our Coaft which 
AH ion, as it is glorious in it felf, fo it is glorious in the 
publick Benefits and Advantages that flow from it, (jo 
wit) The Safety and Freedom of <qitr own Trade and Com - 

B b pierce. 
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merce, and of all the neighbouring Provinces on this Con - 
twenty fuch fignal Service done again fi the Enemies of 
Mankind , merits the Applaufe of all good Men, but more 
immediately from thofe of this Province , who are appointed 
his particular Care and Charge ; W E therefore , the May or , 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New-York, 
ajjembled in Common Council, to exprefs our grateful Senfe 
and Acknowledgment , to the faid Captain Peter Solgard, 
for fo noble and faithful a Difcharge of his Duty, and as 
a particular Mark of the great Efleem and juft Regard 
we bear to his kind Acceptance of the Freedom of the 
Corporation of this City of New-York, and that he 
will pleafe to become a Fellow Citizen with us. Thefe are 
therefore to certify and declare , that the faid Captain 
Peter Solgard is hereby admitted , received and allowed 
a Freeman and Citizen of the faid City of New-York, to 
have, hold , enjoy and partake of all and fmgular Advan- 
tages, Benefits, Liberties , Privileges, Franchifes, Free- 
doms and Immunities whatfioever, granted or belonging to 
the fame City : In’Teftimony thereof, the faid Mayor 
hath hereunto fubferibed his Name, and caufed the Seal 
of the faid City to be affix'd the iyb Day of July, in the 
ninth Tear of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George, 
by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith , &c. Anno, Doirn 
1723. 

' William Sharpas, R. Walter Mayor. 

Clerk. 

This narrow Efcape of Low and his Companions, 
one would have thought might have brought them " 
to a. little Confideration of their black and horrid 
Crimes, and to look upon this Interval as an Op- 
portunity put into their Hands by Providence, 
to reconcile" themfelves to God, by a hearty and 
ft nee re Repentance. But alafs they were dead to 
all Goodnels, and had hot io much as one Spark of 
Virtue to ftir them up to be thankful for fuch an 
, ' eminent 
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eminent Deliverance : But inftead thereof, vented 
a Million of Oaths and Curfes upon the Captain 
of the Greyhound , vowing to execute Vengeance 
upon all they fhould meet with afterwards, lor the 
Indignity he put upon them. 

The firft Prey that they met with, after their 
Flight, was a fmall Sloop belonging to Nantucket , 
a Whale-Fifhing, about 80 Miles from Land •, the 
Mafter of which, one Nathan Skiff, a brisk young 
Fellow, the Pyrates cruelly whipp’d naked about 
the Deck, making his Torture their Sport after 
which they cut of his Ears, and laft of all fhot him 
through the Head, and then funk his Veffel ; put- 
ting the reft of the Hands into their Whale-Boat, 
with a Compafs, a little Water, and a few Biskets 
and it being good Weather, they providentially got 
fafe to Nantucket , beyond all Expectation. 

There was another Whale-Boat belonging to 
this Sloop laft mentioned, which happened to be 
at tome Diftance from her, and perceiving whac 
was doing, rowed with all fpeed to another Sloop 
not far off, to acquaint her vvith the Misfortune, 
that the Men might take Care of themfelves •, and 
fhe happily got away, in Time. Some Days after. 
Low took a Fifhing-Boat off of Block Ifland , but did 
not perpetrate fo much Cruelty to her, contenting 
himlelf with only cutting off the Matter’s Head ; 
But after taking two Whale-Boats near Rhode Ijland 9 
he caufed one of the Matter’s Bodies to be ripp’d up, 
and his Intrails to be taken out •, and tut off the 
Ears of the other, and made him eat them him- 
lelf with Pepper and Saif, which hard Injun- 
ction he comply’d with, without making a Word, 
Several other Perfons he would have murthered, 
but Humanity prevailing in the tender Hearts of 
his Companions, they refuted to put his lavage 
Orders in Execution. 
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From the Coaft of New- Engl and. Low failed di- 
rectly for Newfoundland , and, near Cape Briton , took 
two or three and twenty French Veifels •, and one 
of them of 22 Guns he mann’d with Pyrates, ma- 
king a fort of a Man of War of her •, with which he 
fcower’d the Harbours and Banks of Newfoundland , 
and took fixteen or eighteen other Ships and VeiTels, 
all which they plundered, and lome deftroyed. 

Thus thefe inhumane Wretches went on, who 
could not be contented to fatisfy their Avarice 
only, and travel in the common Road of Wicked- 
nefs \ but, like their Patron, the Devil, muft make 
Mifchief their Sport, Cruelty their Delight, and 
damning of Souls their conftant Employment. Of 
all the pyratical Crews that were ever heard of, 
none of the Englifi Name came up to this, in Bar- 
barity •, their Mirth and their Anger had much the 
fame EffeCl, for both were ufually gratified with 
the Cries and Groans of their Priloners ; fo that 
they almoft as often murthered a Man from the 
Excefsof good Humour, as out of Paffion and Re- 
fentment } and the Unfortunate could never be 
allured ofSafety from them, for Danger lurked in 
their very Smiles. An Inftance of this had liked 
to have happened to one Captain Graves , Matter of 
a Virginia Ship laft taken •, for as foon as he came 
aboard of the Pyrate, Low takes a Bowl of Punch 
in his Hand, and drinks to him, faying, Captain 
Graves, here's half this to you. But the poor Gen- 
tleman being too fenttbly touched at the Misfor- 
tune of falling into h ; s Hands, modeftly deflred 
to be excufed, for that he could not drink •, where- 
upon Low draws out a Piftol, cocks it, and with 
the Bowl in ’tother Hand, told him, he fhould 
either take one or the other: So Graves, without 
Hetttation, made Choice of the Vehicle that con- 
tained the Punch, and guttled down about a Quart, 
when he had the leaft Inclination that ever he had 
in his Li£e to be merry. The 
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The latter End of July, (1723,) Low took a large 
Ship, called the Merry Chrifimas , and fitted her for 
a Pyrate, cut feveral Ports in her, and mounted 
her with 34 Guns. Low goes aboard of this Ship, 
affumes the Title of Admiral, and hoifts a black 
Flag, with the Figure of Death in red, at the 
Main-topmaft Head, and takes another Voyage to 
the Weftern JJlands , where he arrived the Beginning 
of September. The firft Veffel he met with there, 
was a Brigantine, formerly an Englijh Sloop, com- 
manded by Elias Wild, but lately bought by a Por- 
tuguese Nobleman, and altered : She was manned 
partly with Englijh, and partly Portuguefe $ the lat- 
ter Loro caufed to be hang’d, by Way of Reprifal, 
for fome of his own Men font thither in a Sloop 
from the Cape de Verd Iflands, as has been mention- 
ed : The Englifl. 1 Men he thruft into their own Boat, 
to fhift for themfolves, and fot Fire to the Veffel. 

At St. Michaels , they font in their Boats and cut 
out of the Road, anew Loudon built Ship of 14 
Guns, commanded by Captain Thompfon, who was 
taken there the Year before, by Low, in the Rofe 
Pink. The Boats had fewer Men than the Ship, 
and Captain Thompfon would have defended him- 
folf, but his Men through Cowardize, or too great 
an Inclination of becoming Pyrates themfolves, re- 
filled to fland by him, and he was obliged to fur- 
render ; and when he came aboard the Pyrate, had 
his Ears cut off clofo to his Head, for only pro- 
pofing to refill Admiral Low's black Flag ■, they 
gave him one of his own Boats, and burnt his 
Ship. 

The next was a Portuguefe Bark that fell into 
their Hands, whole Men came off fomewhat bet- 
ter than ufual, for they only cut them with their 
Cutlalhes, out of Wantonnefs, turned them all into 
their Boat, and fet their Veffel 011 Fire. When 
the Boat was going from the Side of the Ship, one 
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of X oip’s Men, who, we may luppofe, was forced 
into his Gang, was drinking with a Silver Tankard 
at one of the Ports, and took his Opportunity to 
drop into the Boat among the Portuguefe , and lye 
down in the Bottom, in order to efcape along with 
them : After he had flowed himfelf in the Boat, 
fo as not to be feen, it came into his Head, that 
the Tankard might prove of fome Ufe to him, 
-where he was going fo he got up again, laid hold 
of the Utenfll, and went off, without being difco- 
ver’d : In which Attempt had he failed, no doubt 
h’s Life, if not the Lives. of all the People in the 
Boat, would have paid for it : The Name of this 
Man is Richard Hams. 

Lew took his old Tour to the Canaries , Cape de 
Verd Blands, and fo to the Coaft of Guiney but 
nothing extraordinary happened till they arrived 
near Sierraleon in Africa, where they met with a 
Ship call’d the Delight , Captain Hunt Commander \ 
this Ship they thought fit for their own Purpofe, 
for flie had been a fmall Man of War, and carried 
12 Guns:, however, they mounted on Board 
her, mann’d her with do Men, and appointed one 
Spriggs, who was then their Quarter-Made’* to be 
Captain of her, who, two Days after, feparaled from 
the Admiral, and went to the Wefi-Indies a-py ra- 
ting, upon his own, and particular Company’s, Ac- 
count, where for the prefent we fhall leave him. 

In ‘January laft, Low took- a Ship, called the Squir- 
rel, Captain Stephcnfon •, but what became of him 
afterwaids, I can’t tell , we have had no News con- 
cerning him come to England , flnee this I have now 
mentioned but I have heard that he talk’d of go- 
ing to Braz.il •, and if fo, it is likely we may too 
foon hear of fome Exploit or other tho’ the beft 
Information we could receive, would be, that he 
aud all his Grew were at the Bottom of the Sea, -* 
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CHAP. XVI. 

O F 

Capt. JOHN EVANS, 

And his Crew. 

? 

1 0 HN Evans was a Welch Man, had been former- 
ly M after of a Sloop belonging to Nevis, but: 
lofmg his Employ there, he lailed for fome 
Time out of Jamaica as Mate, till happening in Com- 
pany of three or four of his Comrades, and Wages not 
being fo good as formerly, and Births fcarce, be- 
caufe of the great Number of Seamen ; they agreed 
to go ..broad in fearch of Adventures. They failed, 
or rather rowed out of Port Royal in Jamaica, the 
latter End of September 1722 , in a Canoa •, and com- 
ing on the. North-Side of the Ifland, went alhore 
in the Night, broke open a Houle or two, and 
robb’d them of fome Money, and every Thing elfe 
they could find that was portable, and brought the 
Booty on Board the Canoa. 

This was very well for the firft Time, but this 
kind of Robbery did not pleafe fo well, they wan- 
ted to get out to Sea, but having no VelTel but 
their Canoa, they were prevented in their lauda- 
ble Defign •, however, they kept a good look out 
and traverfed the Ifland, in Expectation that Pro! 
vidence would fend fome unfortunate Veffel as a 
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Sacrifice, and in a few Days their Willies were ac- 
complilhed for at Buns Hole , they found a fmall 
Sloop at an Anchor, belonging to Bermudas : They 
made bold and went aboard, and Evans informed 
the Folks that belonged to her, that he was Cap- 
tain of the Vellel, which was a Piece of News 
they knew not before. After they had put their 
Affairs in a proper Difpofition aboard, they went 
alhore to a little Village for Refrelhments, and 
lived jovially the remaining Part of the Day, at a 
Tavern, fpending three Piitols, and then departed. 
The People of the Houfe admired at the merry 
Guefts they had got, were mightily plealed, and 
wilhed for their Company at another Time, which 
happened too foon for their Profit \ for, in the 
middle of the Night, they came alhore all Hands, 
rifled the Houle, and carried what they could 
aboard their Sloop. 

The next Day they weighed in the Sloop, aboard 
of which they mounted four Guns, called her 
the Scowerer, and failed to Hifpaniola • on the North 
Part of which Illand they took a Spanifh Sloop, which 
proved an extraordinary rich Prize, as it fell among 
lo few Perfbns as this Company confifted of, for 
they lhared upwards of 150/. a Man. 

In Purfuance of the Game, and beating up for 
the Windward Mauds, the Scowerer met with a Ship 
from New-England , bound to Jamaica , 120 Tons, 
called the Dove , Captain Diamond Mafter, off Porto 
Rico : They plundered her, and flrergchened their 
own Company, by taking out the Mate, and two or 
three ether Men • they difeharged the Prize, and 
run into one of the Illands for frefli Water and Ne- 
ceffaries, and ftaid there lome Time. 

The next Pri^e they made, was the Lucretia and 
Catherine, Captain Mills, of 200 Ton Burthen ; they 
came up with her ' near the Illand Bijfeada, January 
jith. Upon feizing of this Ship, the Pyrates be- 
‘ gan 
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gan to take upon themfelves the Diftribution of 
Juftice, examining the Men concerning their Ma- 
tter’s Ulage of them, according to the Cuftom of 
other Pyrates \ but the Captain over-hearing the 
Matter, put an End to the judicial Proceedings, 
and fell to rumaging the Ship, laying to them. 
What have we to do to turn Reformers, J tis Money we want ? 
And fpeaking to the Priloners, he asked them, Does 
your Captain give you Victuals enough ? And they anfwer- 
ing in the Affirmative : Why then , laid he, he ought to 
give you Work enough. 

After the taking of this Prize, they went to the 
little llland of Av'u , with a Defign to clean, and 
carried the Lucretia along with them, in order to 
heave down the Scnwerer by her •, but meeting there 
with a Sloop, the Pyrate gave Chace till the Eve- 
ning, when ffie was within Gun-Shot of her • but 
fearing to lofe Company with the Lucretia , who 
was a heavy Sailor, they left off, and law her no 
more. This Chace brought them to Leeward of 
their Port, lo that they were obliged to look out 
for another Place of Retreat, and the llland of 
Ruby not being far diftant, they fleered for that, 
and anchored there accordingly } but the next Day 
a Dutch Sloop coming as it were, into their Mouths, 
they could not forbear dealing, and fo making her 
their Prize, they plundered her of what came, when 
ffiared, to fifty Pounds a Man. 

They found this Sloop more for their Purpofe 
than the Lucretia , to clean their own Sloop by, as 
being much lower in the Waft, and therefore capa- 
ble of heaving her Bottom farther out of the Wa- 
ter, fo Ihe was difeharged, and the Dutch Man kept 
in her Room } but not thinking it convenient to 
lay up here, for fear a dilcovery fhould be made, 
they turned their Thoughts another Way, and 
tteered to the Coaft of Jamaica, where they took a 
Sugar Drover, and then run to the Grand Caimanes , 

about 
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about 30 Leagues to Leeward of Jamaica, with In- 
tention to clean there but an unhappy Accident 
put an End to their Pyracies, which hitherto had 
proved very fiiccelsful to them. 

The Boatfwain of the Pyrate being a noify furly 
Fellow, the Captain had at feveralTimesWords with 
him, relating to his Behaviour, who thinking him- 
felf ill treated, not only returned ill Language, but 
alfo challenged the Captain to fight him on the 
next Shore they came to, with Piftols and Sword, 
asistheCuftom among thefe . Outlaws. When the 
Sloop arrived, as abovementioned, the Captain 
propofed the Duel ; but the cowardly Boatfwain re- 
fufed to fight, or go afhore, tho’ it was his own 
Challenge. When Captain Evans law there was no- 
thing to be done with him, he took his Cane, and 
gave him a hearty drubbing ^ but the Boatfwain 
not being able to bear fuch an Indignity, drew out a 
Piftol and ihot Evans thro’ the Head, fo that he 
fell down dead ; and the Boatfwain immediately 
jumped over-board, and fwam towards the Shore •, 
but the Boat was quickly mann’d and lent after him, 
which took him up and brought him aboard. 

The Death of the Captain in that Manner, pro- 
voked all the Crew, and they refolved the Crimi- 
nal Ihould die by the moft exquifite Tortures •, but 
while they were confidering of the Punilhment, 
the Gunner, tranfported with Paflion, difcharged' 
a Piftol, andfhot him thro’ the Body, but not kil- 
ling him outright, the Delinquent in very moving 
Words, deftred a Week for Repentance only 
but another ftepping up to him,, told him, that he 
fimtld repent and be damned to him , and without more 
ado ftiot him dead. 

h I Ihould have obferved, that when the Lucretia 
and Katharine was fuffered to go away, the Py rates 
detained their Mate, who was now the only Man 
aboard, who under flood Navigation, and him they 

t deftred 
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defired to take upon him the Command of the 
Sloop, in the Room of Captain Evans deceaied •, but 
he defired to be excufed that Honour, and at length 
pofitively refufed it fo they agreed to break up 
the Company, and leave the Mate in Poffeffion of 
the VeiTel : Accordingly they went afhore at the 
Caimancs, carrying' with them about nine thoufand 
Pounds among thirty Perlons •, and it being fair 
Weather, the Mate and a Boy brought the Veffel 
into Fort Royal , in Jamaica. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

O F 

Captain John Phillips , 

And his C RE W. 

J O HN Phillips was bred a Carpenter, and fail- 
ing to Newfoundland in a Weft-Country Ship, 
was taken by Anfiis in the Good Fortune Brigan- 
tine, the next Day after he had left his Confort 
and Commadore, Captain Roberts. Phillips was loon 
reconciled to the Life of a Pyrate, and being a brisk 
Fellow, was appointed Carpenter of the Veffel, for 
at firft his Ambition reach’d no higher \ there 
he remain’d till they broke up at Tabago, and was 
one of thofe who came home in a Sloop that we 
have mentioned to be funk in Brijlol Channel. 

His Stay was not long in England , for whilft he 
was paying his firft Vifits to his Friends in Devon- 
fibre, he heard of the Misfortune of fbme of his 
Companions, that is, of their being taken and com- 
mitted to Briftol Goal •, and there being good Rea- 
fon for his apprehending Danger from a Wind that 
blew from the fame Quarter, he mov’d off imme- 
diately to Topfiam, the neareft Port, and there 
shipp’d himfelf with one Captain Wadham , for a 
Voyage to Newfoundland, and home again •, which, 
by the way, Mr. Phillips never defign’d to perform, 

or 
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or to fee England any more. When the Ship came 
to Peter Harbour in Newfoundland aforefaid, he ran 
away from her, and hired himfelf a Splitter in 
the Fifhery, for the Sealon : But this was only 
till he could have an Opportunity of profecu- 
ting his intended Rogueries ; in order to which, 
he combined with feveral others, in the fame Em- 
ploy, to gooff with one of the Veffels that lay in 
the Harbour, upon the pyraticai Account; accor- 
dingly the Time was fix’d, viz., the 29th of Augujl- 
1723, at Might; but whether Remorfe or Fear 
prevented their coming together, I know not, but 
of fixteen Men that were in the Combination, five 
only kept the Appointment : Notwithftanding 
which, Phillip was for pufhing forward with that 
fmall Number, alluring his Companions, that they 
fhould foon encreafe their Company ; and they 
agreeing, a Veifel was feiz’d on, and out of the 
Harbour they failed. 

The firft Thing they had now to do, was to 
chufe Officers, draw up Articles, and fettle their 
little Commonwealth, to prevent Difputes and Rang- 
lings afterwards ; fo John Phillip was made Captain, 
John Nutt, Matter, (or Navigator) of the Veffel ; 
James Sparks, Gunner ; Thomas Fern, Carpenter ; and 
Wiliam White was the only private Man in the 
whole Crew : When this was done, one of them 
writ out the following Articles (which we have 
taken verbatim) and all lwore to ’em upon a Hatchet 
for want of a Bible. 

The Articles on Board the Revenge. 


1. 

E Very Man fhall obey civil Command ; the Captain 
full have one full Share and a half in all Priz.es ; the 
Majler , Carpenter, Boatfwain and Gunner fhall have one 
Share and quarter. 
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2 . 

If any Man f all offer to run away y or Icep any Secret 
from the Company 7 he f all he marroond y with one Bottle of 
Powder 7 one Bottle of Water } one fmall Arm 7 and Shot . 

3- 

If any Alan fall fleal any Thing in the Comp any , or 
game 7 to the lvalue of a Piece of Eight 7 he fall be marroond 
or fijot. 

4* 

If at any Time voc fould meet another Marrooner [ that is 7 
Pyrate ? ] that Man that fallfign his Articles without the 
Confent of our Company , fall fuffer fuch Punifment as the 
Captain and Company fall think fit. 

5- . . } 

That Man that fall fir ike another whilft thefe Articles 
a^e in force y fijall receive MofesV Law ( that is 7 40 Stripes 
lacking one) on the hare Back. 

6 . 

That Man that fijall fnap his Arms 7 or fmoak Tobacco 
in the Hold 7 without a Cap to his Pipe 7 or carry a Candle 
lighted without a Lanthorn 7 fijall fuffer the fame Punifiment 
as in the former Article . 

7* 

That Man that fijall not keep his Arms clean 7 fit for 
an Engagement 7 or neglebi his Bu(inefs 7 fijall he cut off from 
his Share 7 and fuffer fuch other Punifijment as the Captain 
and the Company fall think ft. 

8 * 

If any Man fall lofe a Joint in time of an Engage •- 
tnent, fall haze 400 Pieces of Eight, if a Limb, 800. 

9- 

If at any time you meet with a prudent Woman, that 
Man that offers to meddle with her, without her Confent, 
(hall fujfer prefent Death. 

Thus prepar’d, this bold Crew fet out,- and before 
they left the Banks they made Prize of feveral fmall 
Filhing-Veliels, out of which they got a few Hands, 

jbme 
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fome French and lome Englijh, and then fail’d for the 
Wefi-Indies ; in one of tliefe Veffels they took out 
one John Rofe Archer , who having been a Pyrate un- 
der the famous Black-heard , was immediately pre- 
ferr’d over other People’s Heads, to be Quarter- 
Mafter to the. Company •, which fudden Promo- 
tion fo difguiled fome of the older Standers, efpe- 
cially Fern, the Carpenter, that it occafioned fome 
Mifchief to follow, as we fliall fliew by and by. 

. The Py rates came off Barbadoes the beginning of 
Ottober, and cruifed there, and among other Iflands, 
above three Months, without fpeaking with a Vef- 
fel, fo that they were almoft ftarv’d for want of 
Provifions, being reduc’d to a Pound of Meat a 
Day between ten ; at length they fell in with a Man? 
tinico . Man of 12 Guns and 35 Hands, far fuperior 
in Force, and what they would not have ventur’d 
on at another Time, but Hunger will break down Stone 
Walls ; they were refolved to fliew the French 
Men their black Flag ; and if that would not do, 
they muff feek out elfewhere ; accordingly, they 
boldly ran up a-long-fide of the Sloop, with thei* 
pyratical Colours flying, and told them, if they 
did not ftrike immediately, they would give then* 
no Quarters which fb intimidated the Frenchmen , 
that they never fired a Gun. This proved a fea- 
fonable Supply •, .they took her Provifions, and four 
of her Men, and let her go. They took prefently 
after, a Sloop belonging to New-York, and a FirginU 
Man, Huff am Mailer. 

Having now occafion to clean their Veffel, Phil- 
lips propos’d Tobago, where the Company he for- 
merly belong’d to, under Anfiis and Fenn , broke up; 
to induce them to it, he told them when he left 
the Ifland, there was left behind fix or eight of 
their Company that were not willing to go to Eng- 
land, with three Negroes : Whereupon they fail’d 
to the Ifland, and after a careful Search, found only 
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one of the Negroes, whole Name was Pedro, who 
inform’d Captain Phillips, that thofe that were left 
behind were taken by a Man of War’s Crew, and 
hang’d at Antegoa , among whom was Penn, their 
Captain. 

They took Pedro on Board, and then fell to Bufi- 
nel's, careening their VelTel •, and juft as they had 
finilhed their Work, a Man of War’s Boat came 
into the Harbour, the Ship being cruifing to Lee- 
ward of the Ifland. It was eaftly guefs’d upon what 
Errant Ihe was fent, and therefore they loft no 
Time, but, as foon as the Boat went away, warp’d 
out, and ply’d to Windward for Security, but left 
the four French Men, they took out of the Marti nico 
Sloop, behind. 

In a few Days they took a Snow with a few 
Hands, and Fern , the Carpenter, one William Phil- 
lips, Wood and Taylor, went aboard to take Polfe/lion 
of her. Fern, not forgetting the Affront of ha- 
ving Archer preferr’d before him, refolv’d to go 
off with the Prize, and brought the reft into the 
fame Meafures ; however Phillips, the Captain, kee- 
ping a good Look-out, perceiv’d their Defign, and 
gave them Chace, who coming up with the Veffel, 
a Skirmilh enfu’d, wherein Wood was kill’d and Tay- 
lor wounded in his Leg ; upon which the other two 
furrender’d. There was no Surgeon aboard, and 
therefore it was advis’d, upon a learned Confulta- 
tion, that Phillips's Leg fhould be cut off but who 
fhould perform the Operation was the Difpute ; at 
length the Carpenter was appointed, as the moft 
proper Man : Upon which, he fetch’d up the big- 
geft Saw, and taking the Limb under his Arm, fell 
to Work, and leparated it from the Body of the 
Patient, in as little Time as he could have cut a 
Deal Board in two •, after that he heated his Ax red 
hot in the Fire, and cauteriz’d the Wound, but not 
with fo much Art as he perform’d the other Part, 
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fcr he lb burnt his Flefh difiant from the Place of 
Amputation, that it had like to have mortify’d ; 
however nature perform’d a Cure at laft without a- 
ny other Alfiftance. 

From Tobago they hood away to the Northward 
and took a Portuguese bound for Brasil, and two or 
three Sloops from Jamaica, in one of which, Fern the 
Carpenter, endeavouring to go off, was kill’d, by 
Phillips the Captain, purfuantto their Articles ; ano- 
ther had the fame Fate fbme Days after for the like 
Attempt. Thefe' Severities made it dangerous for 
any to confult or project an Efcape the Terror of 
which made feveral fign their Articles and let down 
quietly, waiting impatiently for Redemption, which 
as yet they faw no great likelyhood of, and fhould 
they have been taken before fuch Circumftances 
appear’d in their Afitions or CharafterSj as after- 
wards happen’d, to denote their Innocence, they 
might ha\te loft their Lives upon a Tryal at a Court 
of Admiralty for pretty llrong Evidence is ex- 
pelled in their Favour, to ballanCe that of being 
taken aboard a VelTel which is prov’d to be in aftual 
Fyracy, and they aflifting therein. 

Thus was many an honeft Man’s Cafe made moft 
defperate by the confummate Yillany of a few hard- 
ned Wretches, who fear neither God or Devil, as 
this Phillips us’d often blafphemoufly to exprels 
himfelf. 

On the 2 <5 th of March they took two Ships from . 
Virginia for London, John Phillips, the Pyrate Captain’s 
Namelake, was Mailer of one, and Captain Robert 
Mortimer, the other, a brisk young Fellow, that de- 
le rv’d a better Fate than he met with. Phillips the 
Pyrate ftaid on Board of Captain Mortimer’ % Ship* 
while they tranfported the Crerv to the Sloop, and 
the Boat returning along fide, one of the Pyrates 
therein calls to Phillips , and tells him, there was a 
Mutiny aboard their VelTel, Mortimer had two Men 

C c in 


402 OfCapt. Philipls. 

in his Ship, and the Pyrate Captain had two, there- 
fore thought it a good Opportunity to recover his 
Ship, and direttly took up a Handfpike and ftruck 
Phillips over the Head, giving him a dangerous 
wound, but not knocking him down, he recovered 
and wounded Mortimer with his Sword 5 and the two 
Pyrates that were aboard coming in to Captain 
Phillips’s Afliftance, Captain Mortimer was prefently 
cut to Pieces, while his own two Men flood by and 
did nothing. 

This was the firft Voyage that Mortimer had the 
Command of a VefTel, by whofe Death is a poor 
difconfolate Widow made miferable, more in re- 
gard of the mutual Love and Fidelity they lived in, 
than the Lofs of what would have been a handfome 
and comfortable Provifion for themfelves and Chil- 
dren, which, I think, now ought to be made up by 
the Publick, fince ’twas in the publick Service he 
fell •, for had his Attempt fucceeded, in all Pro- 
bability he would not only have regained his own 
Ship, but, entirely fubdued and deftroy’d the 
Enemy, there being feveral, as it afterwards pro- 
ved, that would have feconded fuch an Enterprize 
when ever they found a Beginning made. 

This Affair ended without any other Confe-. 
quence than a Arid Search after a Brother of Cap- 
tain Mortimer , who was on Board, in order to 
have put him likewife to death •, but he had the 
good Fortune to meet with a Townfman among 
the Crew, who lvd him for four and twenty Hours 
in a Stay-Sail, till the Heat of their Fury was over, 
and by that Means happily miffed of the Fate de- 
figned him. 

' Out of the other Virginia Man before fpoken of, 
they took one Edward Cheejeman, a Carpenter, to 
fupply the Place of their late Carpenter, Fern. He 
was a modeft. fober young Man, very averfe to 
their unlawful Practice, and a brave gallant Fellow. 

There 
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There was one John Philmore of Ipfwich , formerly- 
taken by them, ordered to row Cheefeman aboard 
of Mortimers Ship, which the Pyrates poffefe’d 
them le Ives of, who, feeing with what Reluftance 
and Uneafinefs Cheefeman was brought away, told 
him, he would join with him, in feme Meafures, 
to over-throw the pyratical Government, telling 
him withal, their prefent Condition, what Diffi- 
culties Phillips had met with to make up his Com- 
pany, and how few voluntary Pyrates there were 
on Board, and the like. But, however fpecious this 
feemed, Cheefeman out of Prudence rejected his 
Offers of Affiftance, till he faw feme Proofs of his 
Sincerity, which afeer a few Days he was convinced 
of, and then they often confulted 3 but as the 
old Pyrates were always jealous of the new Comers, 
and confequently obfervant of their Behaviour 3 
this was done with the utmoft Caution, chiefly 
when they were lying down together, as tho’ afleep, 
and, at other Times, when they were playing at 
Cards 3 both which they feigned often to do fot 
that Purpofe. 

The Pyrates went on all the while, plundering and 
robbing feveral Ships and Veffels, bending their 
Courfe towards Newfoundland , where they deflgned 
to raife more Men, and do all the Mifchief they 
could on the Banks, and in the Harbours. 

Newfoundland, is an Ifland On the North Continent 
of America., contained between the 4 6 and' 53° of 
N. Latitude, difeovered firft by St. Sebafion Cabot 
A. D. 1497, but never fettled till the Year 15103 
when Mr. Guy of Briftol revived the Affair, and 
obtained a Patent, and himfelf to be Governor. 
The Ifland is deferted by the Natives and neglefted 
by us, being defolate and Woody, and the Coaft 
and Harbour only held for the Conveniency of the 
Cod Fiffiery, for which alone they weve fettled. 
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The Bays and Harbours about it, are very nu- 
merous and convenient, and being deeply indented, 
makes it eafy for any Intelligence quickly to pafs 
from one Haibour to another over Land •, efpecially 
the principal, St. Johns and Placentia, when the Ap- 
pearanceof an Enemy makes them apprehend Danger. 

They are able to cure and export about icoooo 
Quintals fioo Weight each) of Filh, annually, 
which returns to England in Money, or the necef- 
fary Commodities of Portugal, Spain and Italy. As it 
therefore expends abundance of Rum, Moloffus and 
Sugar, the Product of our Wefl-India Colonies, and 
employs a Number of Fifhermen from home every 
Seafon,by whofe Induftry and Labour only this Fifh 
is purchaled, it may very well be reckon’d an ad- 
vantagicus Branch of Trade. 

But the prefeut Delign of this Digreflion being 
not to give an exaft Defcription of the Country 
or Fifhery but rather how it accidentally con- 
tributes to raile, or fupport the Pyrates already 
rais’d, I fhall obferve, 

Firft, That our Weft Country Fifhing-Ships, viz.. 
from Topjham , Barnftahle and Briftol, who chiefly at- 
tend the Fifhing Seafons, tranfport over a confi- 
derable Number of poor Fellows every Summer, 
whom they engage at low Wages, and are by their 
Terms to pay for Paffage back to England. When 
the Newfoundland Ships left that Country, towards 
Winter, in the Year 1720, thefe Palfengers mufter’d 
1100, who, during the Seafon of Bufinefs, (the 
Hardnefs of their Labour, and Chilnefs of the 
Nights, pinching them very much) are moftly fond 
of drinking Black Strap, (a ftrong Liquor ufed 
tjiere, and made from Rum, Moloffus, and Chow- 
der Beer •,) by this the Majority of them out-run 
the Conftable, and then are neceflitated to come 
under hard Articles of Servitude for their Mainte- 
nance in the Winter } no ordinary Charge, indeed, 

when 
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when the Barrennefs of the Country is confider’d, 
and the Stock of Provifion laid in, happen to fill 
Ihort, in Proportion to the Computation made of 
the People remaining there the Winter, which are 
generally about 17 or 1800. The Matters refiding 
there think Advantages taken on their Neceflities, 
no more than a juft and lawful Gain ■, and either 
bind fuch for the next Summer’s Service, or fell 
their Provittons out to them at extravagant Rates 
Bread from 15 s. to 50, immediately at the depar- 
ting of the Ships, and lo of other forts of Food in 
Proportion ; wherefore not being able to fubfftt: 
themlelves, or in any likely Way of clearing the 
Reckoning to the Matters, they fometimes run 
away with Shallops and Boats, and begin on pyrati- 
cal Exploits, as Phillips and his Companions, whom 
we are now treating of, had done. 

And fecondly ( which is more opportunely for 
them,) they arevilited every Summer, almoft, by 
lome Set of Pyrates or other, already rais’d, who 
call here for the fame Purpole, (if young Beginners) 
and to lay in a Store of Water and Provittons, 
which they find imported, much or little, by all the 
Ships that ufe the Trade. 

Towards this Country Phillips was making his 
Way, and took on the Voyage, bettdes thole above- 
mentioned, one Salter , in a Sloop off the Hie of Sa- 
bles, which Veffel they made ufe of themlelves, and 
gave back Mortimer's Ship to the Mate andCrew. The 
lame Day, viz., the 4th of April, took a Scooner, 
one Chadwell , Matter, which they fcuttled, in or- 
der to fink but Capt. Phillips underftanding that 
Ihe belong’d to Mr. Minors at Newfoundland, with 
whofe Veffel they firft went off a pyrating, aQualm 
of Confcience came athwart his Stomach, and he 
faid to his Companions, We have done him Injury 
enough already •, lb order’d the Veffel immediately to 
be repair’d, and return’d her to the Matter, 

C c 3 That 
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That Afternoon they chac’d another Veffel, and 
at Night came up with her, the Matter oh which 
was a Saint of New-Fatgland , nam’d Defendance Elle- 
ry , who taking Phillips for a Pyrate, he told him was 
the Rea (on that he gave him the Trouble of cha- 
cing fo long which being referred by thefe Men of 
Honour, they made poor Dependance dance about 
the Deck till he was weary. 

Within few Days feveral other VeiTels had the 
fame Misfortune, the Matters Names were as fol- 
low, J op ida Elwell, Samuel Elwell , Mr. Combs y Mr. Lan- 
Jly, James Babfton , Edward Freeman , Mr. St art , Obe- 
dlah Beal, Erick Erick fon and Benjamin Wheeler. 

The 1 4th of April they took a Sloop belonging 
to Cape Ann , Andrew Harradine Matter •, they look’d 
upon this VefTel more fit for their Purpofe, and fo 
came aboard, keeping only the Matter of her Pri- 
foner, and fending Harradine’’ s Crew away in Sal- 
ter % VelTel, which they, till this Time, detain’d. 
To this Harradine , Checfeman the Carpenter, broke 
his Mind, and brought him into the Confederacy 
to dettroy the Crew, which was put in Execution 
four Days afterwards. 

Harradine and the reft were for doing the Bu- 
finels in the Night, as believing they might be more 
opportunely furpriz’d •, for Nut, the Matter, being a 
Fellow of great Strength, and no lefs Courage, it was 
thought dangerous to attack him without Fire-Arms •, 
however, Chcefcman was refolute to have it per- 
form’d by Day-light, -as the leaft liable to Confu- 
tton--, and as to the Matter, he offer’d to lay Hands 
on him firft : Upon this ’twas concluded on, 12 at 
Noon was the appointedTime; in order for the Bufi- 
n efcCheefeman leaves his working Tools on the Deck, 
as thoug h he had been going to ufe them, and wal- 
ked a r t-, but perceiving fbme Signs of Timidity in 
Harradine , he comes back, fetches his Brandy Bottle 
and gives him and the reft a Dram, then drank 

to 
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to Burril , the Boatfwain, and the Mafter, To their 
, next merry Meeting, and up he puts the Bottle ; then 
he takes a Turn with Nut, asking what he thought 
of the Weather, and fuch like. In the mean while 
• Filemo/e takes up the Axe, and turns it round up.- 
on tire Point, as if at Play, then both he and Har- 
radine wink at him, thereby letting him know they 
were ready ; upon which Signal he leizes Nut by 
the Collar, with one Hand between his Legs, and 
tofs’d hi m over the Side of the VelTel, but, he holding 
by Cheefeman’ s Sleeve, faid, Lord have Mercy upon me ! 
what are you going to do. Carpenter ? He told him it was 
an unneceilary Queition, For, fays he, Mafter, you 
are a dead Man, lo ftrikes him over the Arm, Nut 
looles his Hold, tumbles into the Sea, and never 
Ipokemore. •• j 

Bv this time the Boatfwain was dead ; for as f bon 
ns FUmore faw the Mafter laid hold of, he railed up 
the Axe, and divided his Enemy’s Head in two: The 
Toift brought the Captain upon Deck, whom Cheefe- 
man fa luted with the Blow of a Mallet, which brok$ 
his Jaw-Bo ;e, but did not knock him down ; Har- 
radine came in then with the Carpenter’s Adds, but 
Sparks, the Gunner, interpoftng between him and 
Captain Phillips, Cheefeman trips up his Heels, and 
flung him into the Arms of Cnarles Jvymay, one of 
his Confbrts, who that Inftant difeharg’d him in- 
to the Sea ; and at the fame Time Harradine com- 
pafied his Bufinefs with the Captain aforelaid : 
Cheefeman loft no Time, but from the Deck jumps 
into the Hold, and was about to beat out the Brains 
of Archer, the Quarter-Mafter, having ftruck him 
two or three Blows with his blunt Weapon the Mal- 
let, when Harry Giles, a young Lad, came down af- 
ter him, and defir’d his Life might be fpar’d, as an 
Evidence of their own Innocence; that he having 
all the Spoil and Plunder in his Cuftody, it may ap- 
pear, that thefe tragick Proceedings were not un- 

Cc 4 dertakea 


4oS Of Capt. John Phillips. 

der taken vvith any diflioneft View of leizing or ap- 
propriating the Effects to themfelves •, which pru- 
dent Advice prevail’d, and he and three more were 
made Prifoners, and fecured. 

The Work being done, they went about Ship, al- 
tered the Courfe frcm Newfoundland to Bofton , and 
arrived fafe the 3d of May following, to the great 
joy of that Province. 

On the t 2th of May, 17 24, a fpecial Court of Ad- 
miralty was held for the Tryal of thefe Py rates, 
when John Filmore , Edward Cheefeman, John Combs, 
Henry Giles , Charles Ivymay, John Boot man, and Hen- 
ry Payne, the feven that confederated together for 
the Pyrates Deltru£lion, were honourably acquit- 
ted •, as alfo three French Men, John Baptk , Peter Taf- 
fery , and Ifaac Lajfen, and three Negroes, Pedro , Fran- 
cifco , and Fierro. And John Rofc Archer , the Quarter- 
M a Iter, William White , William 1'ay lor, and William 
'Phillips, were condemned •, the two latter were re- 
prieved for a Year and a Day, in order to be re- 
.commended (though 1 don’t know for what ) as Ob- 
jects of his Majefty’s Mercy. The two former were 
executed on the 2d of June, and dy’d very penitent- 
ly, making the following Declarations at the Pla-ce 
of Execution, with the Afliftance of two grave Di- 
.vines that attended them. 

fhe dying Declarations of John Rofe Archer 
and William White, on the Day of their Exe- 
cution at Bofton. June 2, 1724 , for the Crimes 
<pf Pyracy , 

Firft, feparately, of Archer . 

I Greatly bewail my Profanations of the Lord’s 
Day, and my Difobedience to my Parents. 

And my Curling and Swearing, and my blafphe- 
pning the Name of the glorious God. 

ynto 
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Unto which I have added, the Sins of Unchaftity. 
And I have provoked the Holy One, at length, to 
leave me unto the Crimes of Py racy and Robbery • 
wherein, at laft, I have brought my felf under the 
Guilt of Murder alio. 

But one Wickednefs that has led me as much 
as any, to all the reft, has been my brutilh Drun- 
kenness. By ftrong Drink I have been heated and 
hardened into the Crimes that are now more bit- 
ter than Death unto me. 

I could wilh that Matters ofVeffels would not ufe 
their Men with fo much Severity, as many of them 
do, which expofes to great Temptations. 

And then of White. 

I am now, with Sorrow, reaping the Fruits of my 
Difobedience to my Parents, who ufed their Endea- 
vours to have me inftrufted in my Bible, and my 
Catechifm. 

And the Fruits of my negle&ing the publickWor- 
fhip of God, and prophaning the holy Sabbath. 

And of my blafpheming the Name of God, my 
Maker. 

But my Drunkennefs has had a great Hand in 
bringing my Ruin upon me. I was drunk when I 
was enticed aboard the Pyrate. 

And now, for all the vile Things I did aboard, I 
own the Juftice of God and Man, in what is jlone 
unto me. 

Of both together. 

We hope, we truly hate the Sins, whereof we 
have the Burthen lying fb heavy upon our Con- 
fciences. 

We warn all People, and particularly young Peo- 
ple, againft fuch Sins as thefe. We wifh, all may 
take Warning by us, 

We beg for Pardon, for the fake of Chrift, our 
Saviour j and our Hope is ip him alone. Oh ! that 

fl* 
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in his Blood our Scarlet and Crimfon Guilt may he all wafb- 
ed away ! 

We are fenfible of an hard Heart in us, full of 
Wickednels. And we look upon God for his renew- 
ing Grace upon us. 

We blefs God for the Space of Repentance which 
he has given us \ and that he has not cut us off in 
the Midft and Heighth of our Wickednels. 

We are not without Hope, that God has been fa- 
vingly at; work upon our Souls. 

We are made fenfible of our abfolute Need of the 
Righteoufnefs of Chrift * that we may hand jufti- 
fied before God in that. We renounce all Depen- 
dance on our own. 

We are humbly thankful to the Minifters of 
Chrift, for the great Pains they have taken for our 
Good. The Lord Reward their Kindnefs. 

We don’t Defpair of Mercy \ but hope, through 
Chrift, that when we dye, we fhall find Mercy with 
God, and be received into his Kingdom. 

We wifti others, and efpecially the Sea-faring, 
tnayget Good by what they fee this Day befalling 
of us. 

Declared in the Prefence of J. W. D. M. 
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Captain SPRIGGS, 

And his Crew. 

S Priggs failed with Loro for a pretty while, and 
I believe came away from Lowther , along with, 
him •, he was Quarter-Mafter to the Compa- 
ny, and confequently had a great Share in all the 
Barbarities committed by that execrable Gang, till 
the Time they parted ■, which was about Chrift- 
mas laft, when Low took a Ship of 12 Guns on the 
Coaft otGuiney , called the Delight, (former ly the Squir- 
rel Man of War,) commanded by Captain Hunt. 
Spriggs took PolTeflion of the Ship with eighteen. 
Men, left Lorv in the Night, and came to the Weji~ 
Indies. This Separation was occafioned by a Quar«. 
rel with Low., concerning a Piece of Juftice Spriggs 
would have executed upon one of the Crew, for 
killing a Man in cold Blood, as they call it, one in- 
fifting that he fhould be hang’d, and the other that 
hefhould not. 

A Day or two after they parted, Spriggs was chofe 
Captain by the reft, and a black Enftgn was made, 
which they called Jolly Roger , with the fame De- 
vice that Captain Low carried, viz., a white Skeliton 
in the Middle of it, with a Dart in one Hand ftrik- 
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ing a bleeding Heart, and in the other, an Hour- 
Glafs •, when this was finifhed and hoifted, they 
fired all their Guns to falute their Captain and 
themfelves, and then looked out for Prey. 

In their Voyage to the Wefi^ Indies, thefe Pyrates 
took a Portuguefe Bark, wherein they got valuable 
Plunder, but not contented with that alone, they 
laid they would have a little Game with the Men, 
and lb ordered them a Sweat, more for the Brutes 
Diverfion, than the poor Men’s Healths which 
Operation is performed after this Manner •, they 
flick up lighted Candles circularly round the Mi- 
zon-Maft, between Decks, within which the Pati- 
ents one at a Time enter •, without the Candles, 
the Pyrates poft themfelves, as many as can hand, 
forming another Circle, and armed with Pen- 
Knives, Tucks, Forks, Compaffes, &c. and as he 
runs round and round, the Mufick playing at the 
fame Time, they prick him with thofe Inftuments •, 
thisufually lafts for io or 12 Minutes, which is as 
long as the miferable Man can fupport himfelf. 
When the Sweating was over, they gave the Portu- 
gnefe their Boat with a fmall Quantity of Provifions, 
and fet their VefTel on Fire. 

Near the Ifland of St. Lucia , they took a Sloop 
belonging to Barbadoes, which they plundered, and 
then burnt, forcing fome of the Men to fign their 
Articles, the others they beat and cut in a barba- 
rous Manner, becaufe they refufed to take on with 
the Crew, and then lent them away in the Boat, 
who all got fafe afterwards, to Barbadoes. 

The next was a Masrtinico Man, which they fer- 
ved as bad as they had done the others, but did not 
burn their Ship. Some Days afterwards in run- 
ning down to Leeward, they took one Captain 
Hawkins, coming from 'Jamaica , loaden chiefly with 
Logwood •, they took out of her. Stores, Arms, 
Ammunition, and feveral other Things, as they 

thought 
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thought fit, and what they did not want they 
threw over-board or deftroy’d:, they cut the Ca- 
bles to pieces, knocked down the Cabins, broke 
all the Windows, and in Ihort took all the Pains in 
the World to be Mifchievous. They took by 
Force, out of her, Mr. Bv.rrid.ge and Mr. Stephens, 
the two Mates, and lome other Hands ^ and after 
detaining the Ship from the 2zd of March , to the 
29th, they let her go. On the 27th they took a 
Rhode Ifland Sloop, Captain Pike, and all his Men 
were obliged to go aboard the Pyrate •, but the 
Mate being a grave lober Man, and not inclinable 
to flay, they told him, he fhould have his DiD 
charge, and that it Ihould be immediately writ on 
his Back whereupon he was fentenced to receive 
ten Lafhes from every Man in the Ship, which was 
rigoroufly put in Execution. 

The next Day Mr. Burridge , Captain Hawkins’ s 
_ Mate, fign’d their Articles, which was fo agreea- 
ble to them (he being a good Artift and Sailor) 
that they gave three Huzza’s, fir’d all the Guns in 
the Ship, and appointed him Matter : The Day 
was {pent in boyflerous Mirth, roaring and drink- 
ing of Healths, among which was, by Miftake, 
that of King George the II. for you mutt know, now 
and then the Gentry are provok’d to fudden Fits of 
Loyalty, by the Expeftation of an Aft of Grace : 
It feems Captain Pike had heard at Jamaica that 
the King was dead, fo the Pyrates immediately 
hoifted their Enfign Half-Matt (the Death Signal) 
and proclaim’d his Rojal Highnefs, faying. They 
doubted not but there would be a general Pardon in a 
twelve Month, which they would embrace and come in up- 
on, but damn ’em if they Jhould be excepted out of it, they 
would murder every Engliihman that Jhould fall into their 
Hands. 

The fecond of April, they fpy’d a Sail, and gave 
her Chace till 12 o’clock at Flight, the Pyrates be- 
lieved 
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Jieved her to be a Spaniard, when they came clofe 
up to her, they difcharged a Broadfide, with fmall 
and great Shot, which was follow’d by another, but 
the Ship makhig a lamentable Cry for Quarters, 
they ceas’d firing, and ordered the Captain to come 
aboard, which he did, but how difappointed the 
Rogues were when they found ’twas their old Friend 
Captain Hawkins, whom they had fent away three 
Days before, worth not one Penny ? This was fuch 
a Baulk to them, that they refolved he fhould fuf- 
fer for falling in their Way, tho’ it was fo contra- 
ry to his own Inclinations : About 1 5 of them fur- 
rounded the poor Man with fharp Cutlafhes, and 
fell upon him, whereby he was foon laid flat on 
the Deck •, at that Infant Btirridge flew amongft 
the thickeft of the Villains, and begg’d earneftly 
for his Life, upon whole Requeft ’twas granted. 
They were now moft of ’em drunk, as isufual at 
this Time of Night, fo they unanimoufly agreed to 
make a Bonfire of Hawkins’s Ship, which was im- 
mediately done, and in half an Hour fhe was all of a 
Blaze. 

After this, they wanted a little more Diverfton, 
and fo Captain Hawkins was fent for down to the 
Cabin to Supper • what fhould the Provifion be, 
but a Dilh of Candles, which he was forced to eat, 
having a naked Sword and a Piftol held to his 
Breaft all the while •, when this was over, they 
buffeted him about for fome Time, and fent him 
forward amongft the other Pr Toner's, who had been 
treated with the fame Delicacies. 

Two Days afterwards, they anchor’d at a little 
uninhabited I Hand, Call’d Rattan, near the Bay of Hon- 
duras, and put afhore Captain Hawkins, and feveral 
other Men, (one of them his Paflfenger) who dy’d 
there of the Hardfhips he underwent. They gave 
them Powder and Ball, and a Mufquet, with which 
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they were to fhiftas they could, failing away the next 
Day for other Adventures.. 

Captain Hawkins., and his unfortunate Compani- 
ons, ftaid 19 Days upon this Ifland, fupplying them- 
felves with both Fifh and Fowl, fuch as they were, 
at which Time came two Men in a Canoe, that 
had been left upon another marroon Ifland near 
Benacca, who carry’d the Company at feveral 
Times thither, it being more convenient in having 
a good Well of frefh Water, and Plenty of Fifh, 
&c. Twelve Days afterwards they fpy’d a Sloop 
off at Sea, which, upon their making a. great Smoke, 
flood in, and took them off •, (he was the Merriam , 
Captain Jones, lately elcaped out of the Bay of Hon- 
duras, from being taken by the Spaniards. 

At an Ifland to the Weft ward, the Py rates clean’d 
their Ship, and fail’d towards the Ifland of St. 
Chrijlophers, to wait for one Captain Moor, who com- 
manded the Eagle Sloop, when fhe took LowtheZ s 
upon the Careen, at Blanco , Spriggs refolved to put 
him to Death, whenever he took him, for falling 
upon his Friend and Brother, but infteadof Moor , 
he found a French Man of War from Martinico, up- 
on the Coaft, which Spriggs not thinking fit to con- 
tend with, run away with all the Sail he could 
make, the French Man crowded after him, and was 
very likely to fpeak with Mr. Spriggs, when un- 
fortunately liis Main-Top-Maft came^ by the Board, 
which obliged him to give over the Chace. 

Spriggs thpn flood to the Northward, towards 
Burmudas, or the Simmer Iflss, and took a Scooner 
belonging to Bofton \ he took out all the Men and 
funk the VelTel, and had the Impudence to tell the 
Mafter, that he defigned to encreafe his Compa- 
ny on the Banks of Newfoundland, and then would 
fail for the Coaft of New-Englahd in queft of Cap- 
tain Solgard, who attack’d and took their Confort 
Charles Harris, Spriggs being then in Loros Sloop, 

who 
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who very fairly run for it. The Pyrate ask’d the 
Matter if he knew Captain Solgard , who anfwering 
No • he ask’d another the fame Queftion, and then 
a third, who faid he knew him very well, upon 
which Spriggs ordered him to be fweated, which was 
done in the Manner before defcrib’d. 

Inttead of going to Newfoundland as the Pyrates 
threat’ned, they came back to the Iflands, and to 
Windward of St. Chrifiophers, on the 4th of June 
laft, took a Sloop, Nicholas Trot Matter, belonging 
to St. Eujlatia , and wanting a little Divertton, they 
Iioittedthe Men as high as the Main and Fore Tops, 
and let them run down amain, enough to break all 
the Bones in their Skins, and after they had pret- 
ty well crippled them by this cruel Ufage, and 
whipp’d them about the Deck, they gave Trot his 
Sloop, and let him go, keeping back only 2 of his 
Men, bettdes the Plunder of the Velfel. 

Within two or three Days they took a Ship co- 
ming from Rhode-JJland to St. Chrifiophers , loaden' 
with Provifions and fome Horfes •, the Pyrates 
mounted the Horfes and rid them about the Deck 
backwards and forwards a full Gallop, like Mad- 
men at Ne.w-Marl.etj curling, fwearing, and hallow- 
ing, at fuch a Rate, that made the poor Creatures 
wild, and at length, two or three of them throw- 
ing their Riders, they tell upon the Ship’s Crew, 
and whipp’d, and cut, and beat them in a barbarous 
Manner, telling them, it was for bringing Horfes 
without Boots and Spurs, for want of which they 
were not able to ride them. 

This is the laft Account we have had of Captain 
Spriggs, I fhall only add the two following Relations, 
and conclude. 

A Brigantine belonging to Brifiol, one Air. How- 
ry Matter, had been trading at Gambia, in 
Africa, and falling as low as Cape Mown, to finiflt 
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the Having of th'eVeflel, he had, by a MisfOrtun e 
ulual at that Part of the Coaft, his Mate, Surgeon, 
and two more of his Men, * Party air d by the Ne- 
groes. The Remainder of his Company, which was 
not above 5 or 6 in Number, took this Opportunity, 
and feiz’d the Veffel in the Road, making the Ma- 
tter Prifoner. 

You will think it prodigious impudent that fo 
fmall a Number fhould undertake to proceed a 
py rating, efpecially when neither of them had fufk 
ficient Skill in Navigation : Yet this they did, lea- 
ving thole People, their Ship-Mates abovemention’d, 
to the Mercy of the barbarous Natives, and fail’d 
away down the Coaft, making them a black Flag, 
which they merrily faid, would be as good as 50 
Men more, i. e. would carry as much Terror • and 
that they did not doubt of foon increafing their 
Crew, to put them in an enterprizing Capacity ^ but 
their vain Projection was foon happily fruftrated, 
and after this Manner. 

The Matter whofe Life they had preferved, (per- 
haps only for lupplying their own Unskillfulnels 
in Navigation,) adviied them, that ftnce contrary 
to their Expectations, they had met with no Ship 
between Cape Mounts and the Bite of Calabar , to pro- 
ceed to the Ifland of St. Thomas’ s, where they might 
recruit with Provifions and Water, and fell olf the 
Slaves (about 70 of them) which they perceived 
would be a ufelels Lumber, and incommodious to 
their Defign. They arrived there in Augufl 1721, 
and one Evening, while Part of them were on Shore, 
applying for this Purpofe to the Governor, and the 
other Part carelefly from the Deck, Mr. Rowry 
ftepp’d into the Boat belonging to the Velfel, and 
pufhed off, very fuddenly : They heard the Noile 
it made, and loon were upon Deck again, , but ha- 


* Term for ftealing of Men ufed all over the Coaft. 
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ving no other Boat to purfue, nor a Musket, ready 
to fire, he got fafe on Shore, and ran to the Gover- 
nor with his Complaint, who immediately impri- 
loned thofe already there, and lent a Launch off to 
take the reft out of the Ship. 

The St Tallow arrived at St. Thomas's the Beginning 
of October following, where, on Mr. Rovorf s Rernon- 
ftrance, Application was made to the Portuguefe Go- 
vernor of that Ifland, for a Surrendery of thefe five 
Englijh Prifoners then in the Caftle ; but he noton- 
iy-peremptorily excufed himfelf from it, as a Mat- 
ter out of his Power, without particular Direction 
from the Court of Portugal ; but withal infinuated, 
that they had only taken Refuge there from the 
Hardfhips and Severity they had met with from 
their Matter. The manner of Denial, and the ava- 
ritious Temper of the Gentleman, which I had Oc- 
cafton to be acquainted with, makes it very fufpi- 
cious, that he propofed confiderable Gains to him- 
felf; for if Mr. Rorvry had not made fuch an Efcape 
to him, the- Slaves had been his for little or nothing, 
as a Bribe to filence his Sufpicions, which any Man, 
lefs acute than he, muft have had from the awkward 
and unskilful Carriage of fuch Merchants. But e- 
nough of this ; perhaps he is not the only Governor 
abroad that finds an Intereft in countenancing thefe 
Fellows. 


> 



An Account' of the Pyracies and Murders 
committed by “Philip Roche } l$c. 


P Hil.'p Rcche was born in Ireland, and fromhisYouth 
had been bred up to the Sea ; he was a brisk 
genteel Fellow, of 30 Years of Age at the Time of 
his Death ; one whofe black and favage Nature did 

no 
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no ways anfwer the Comlinefs of his Perfbn, hiS 
Life being almoft one continued Scene of Villany, be- 
fore he was difcovered to have Committed the hor- 
rid Murders we are now fpeaking of. 

This inhumane Monfter had been concerned with 
others, ininfuring Ships to a great Value, and then 
deftroying them •, by which Means, and other 
Rogueries, he had got a little Money •, and being 
Mate of a Ship, was dilligent enough in trading for 
himfelf between Ireland and France, fb that he was 
in a Way of getting himfelf a comfortable Liveli- 
hood : But, as he refolved to be rich, and finding 
fair Dealing brought in Wealth butflowly, he con- 
triv’d to put other Things in Execution, and cer- 
tainly had murthered feveral innocent Perfons in 
the Profecution of his abominable Schemes ; but as 
I have now forgot the particular Circumflances of 
thofe Relations, I fhali confine my felf at prefent to 
the Faff for which he fuffer’d. 

Roth getting acquainted with one Neal , a Fifher- 
man at Cork , whom, he found ready for any villainous 
Attempt, he imparted his Defign to him, who be- 
ing pleas’d with the Project, brings one Pierce Cullen 
and his Brother into the Confederacy, together 
with one Wife, who at fir ft was very unwilling to 
come into their Meafures, and, indeed, had the leaf! 
Hand in the Perpetration of what follows. 

They pitch’d upon a Veffel in the Harbour, be- 
longing to Peter Tartoue, a French Man, to execute 
their cruel Intentions upon, becaufe it was a fmall 
one, and had not a great Number of Hands on 
Board, and ’twas eafy afterwards to exchange it 
for one more fit for Pyracy *, and therefore they ap- 
ply’d themfelves to the Mafter of her, for a Paftage 
to Nantz,, whereto the Ship was bound ■, and accor- 
dingly, the Beginning of November 1721, they went 
aboard:, and when at Sea, Philip Roche being an expe- 
rienced Sailor, the Mafter of the Veffel readily 
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traced him with the Care of her, at times, while 
he and the Mate went to reft. 

The 15th of November , at Night, was the Time 
defigned for the Tragedy } but Francis Wife relented, 
and appear'd defirous to divert them from their 
bloody Purpofes. Roche (Sometimes called Cap- 
tain) told him. That as Cullen and he had fufta'.r.cd 
great Lcjfes at Sea , unlefs every Irifhman prefent would 
ajjifi in repair mg their Lcjfes, by murther mg all the French 
Rogues , and running away with the Ship , he jlwuld puffer 
the fame Fate with the French Men hut if all would af- 
ftfi 3 aS jhouldhave a Share in the Booty. Upon this, 
they all re (b Wed alike, and Captain Roche ordered 
three Frenchmen and a Boy up to hand the Top Sails, 
the Maftet and Mate being then afleep in their Ca- 
bins, The two firft that came down, they beat out 
their Brains and threw them over-board : The 
other two feeing what was done, ran up to the Top- 
maft Head, but Cullen followed them, and taking the 
Boy by the Arm, toft him into the Sea *, then dri- 
ving down the Man, thofe below knocked him on 
the Head, and threw him over-board. 

Thole who were afleep, being awakened by the 
difmal Skrieks and Groans of dying Men, ran upon 
Deck in Confufion, to enquire into the Caufe of 
fuch unufual Noifes } but the Same Cruelty was 
immediately afted towards them, e’er they could 
be fenftble of the Danger that threatened them. 

They were now (as Roche himfelf afterwards con- 
fefs’d) aU o"aer as wet with the Blood that had been-fpilt , 
as if they had been dipp’d in Water , or flood in a Shower of 
Rain, nor did they regard it any more. Roche Said, 
Captain Tartoue ufed many Words for Mercy, and 
asked them, if he had not ufed them with Civility 
and KindneSs ? If they were not of the fame Chri- 
ftian Religion, and owned the fame bleffed Jefus, and 
the like ? But they, not regarding what he faid, 
tcok Cords 2nd bound the poor Mafter and his 
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Mate Back to Back, and while that was doing, 
both of them begged with the utrnoft Esrneftnefe, 
and ufed the moft folemn Intreaties, that they would 
at leaft allow them a few Minutes to fay their Pra- 
yers, and beg Mercy of God for the various- Sins and 
Offences of their Lives : But it did not move them, 
(“though all the reft were dead, and no Danger could 
be apprehended from them two alone) for the bound 
Perfons were hurry’d up and thrown into the Sea. 

The Maflacre being finifhed, they walked them- 
felves a little from the Blood, and fearched the 
Chefts and Lockers, and all Places about the Ship, 
and then fet down in the Captain’s Cabin, and 
refrefhed themfelves with feme Rum they found 
there, and (as Roche conf efTed ) were never merrier 
in their Lives. They inveffed Roche with the 
Command of the Ship, and calling him Captain, 
talked Over their Liquor, what rare A&ions they 
would perform about Cape Briton , Sable IJte , and the 
Banks of Newfoundland, whither they defig ned to 
go as feon as they had recruited their Company, 
and got a better Ship, which they proposed fpee- 
dily to do. 

Roche taking upon himfelf the Command of the 
Veffel, Andrew Cullen was to pal's tor a Merchant or 
Super-cargo \ but when they bethought themfelves, 
that they were in Danger of being difcovered by 
the Papers of the Ship, relating to the Cargo, as 
Bills of Lading, &c. therefore they erafe and take 
out the Name of the French Mafter, and inftead 
thereof, mferted the Name of Roche, fo that it 
flood in the Ship’s Papers, Feter Roche Mafter ; that 
then having fo few Hands on Board, they contri- 
ved if they met any Ships, to give out, that they 
had loft feme Hands by their being wafoed over- 
board in a Storm, and by that Means fereen them- 
felves from being fuipefted of having committed 
feme fuch wicked Aft, by Reafon of the Tewnefs or 
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their Hands on Board and alfo might prevail with 
fome Ship to fpare them fome, on Conlideration of 
their pretended Difafter. 

In going to Cales they were in Diftrefs by the 
Weather, and being near Lisbon, they made Com- 
plaint to a Ship, but obtained no Affiftance. They 
were then obliged to fail back for England, and put 
into the Port of Dartmouth \ but then they were in 
fear leaft they might be difcovered, therefore to pre- 
vent that, they refolve to alter the Ship^ and getting 
Workmen, they take down the Mizzen-Maft, and 
build a Spar Deck, and made Rails, (on pretence 
that the Sailors had been wafn’d overboard,) to fe- 
cure the Men. Then they took down the Image of 
St. Peter at the Head of the Ship, and put up a Lion 
in its Place, and painted over the Stern of the Ship 
with Red, and new nam’d her the Mary Snow. The 
Ship being thus alter’d that they thought it could 
not be known, they far.cy’d themfelves pretty fe- 
cure j but wanting Money , to defray the Charge of 
thefe Alterations, Roche, as Matter of the Veffel, 
and Andrew Cullen, as Merchant, apply themfelves 
to the Officers of the Cuftoms for Liberty to difpofe 
of fome of the Cargo, in order to pay the Work- 
men ; which they having obtained, they fold fifty 
eight Barrels of Beef, and having hired three more 
Hands, they let Sail for Oftend, and there having 
fold more Barrels of Beef, they tteer their Ccurfe 
to Rotterdam, difpofe of the reft of the Cargo, and 
took in one Mr. Annejly, who freighted the Ship for 
England •, but in their Paffage, in a ftormy Night, 
it being very dark, they took up Mr. Annejly their 
PafTenger, and threw him into the Sea, who fwam 
about the Ship a pretty while, calling out for Life, 
and telling them they ftiould have all his Goods, 
if they would receive him again into the Veifel : 
put in vain were his Cries! , 
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After this, they were obliged to put into Seve- 
ral Ports, and by contrary Winds, came to the 
Coaft of France , and hearing there was an Enqui- 
ry made after the Ship, Roche quits her at Havre de 
Grace , and leaves the Management to Cullen and the 
reft •, who having fhipp’d other Men, fail’d away 
to Scotland, and there quitted the VelTel, which was 
afterwards Teized and brought into the River of 
Thames. 

Some Time after this, Philip Roche came to London, 
and making fome Claim for Money, he had made 
Infurance of, in the Name of John Euftace, the 
Officer was apprized of the Fraud, and hearrefted 
and flung into the Compter ; from whence directing 
a Letter to his Wife, ftie fhewed it to a Friend, 
who difcovered by it, that he was the principal 
Villain concerned in the Deftruclion of Peter Tartoue, 
and the Crew. Upon this, an Information was given 
to my Lord Carteret , that thePerfon who went by the 
Name of John Euflace , was Philip Roche, as afbrefaid * 
and being brought down by his Lordfhips Warrant, 
he ftifly deny’d it for fome Time, notwithftanding 
a Letter was found in his Pocket, directed to him 
by the Name of Roche \ but being confronted by a 
Captain of a Ship, who knew him well, he con- 
fefled it, but prevaricated in feveral Particulars 
whereupon he was committed to Newgate upon 
violent Sufpicion, and the next Day was brought 
down again at his own Requeft, confeffed the whole, 
defired to be made an Evidence, and promiled to 
convifl: three Men worfe than himlelf. Two were 
difcovered by him, who died miferably in the Mar- 
flialfea, and Roche himfelf was afterwards try’d, (no 
more being taken,) found Guilty of the Pyracy, 
and executed. 
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An ABSTRACT of the Civil Law 
and Statute Law now in Force, in Re- 
lation to Pyracy. 



Byrate is Hoftis humanis generis, a common 
Enemy , with whom neither faith nor Oath is 
to be kept, according to Tully. And by the 
Laws of Nature , Princes and States are re - 
fponfible for their Neglett , if they do not provide Reme~ 
dies for refraining thefe fort of Robberies • Though Py - 
rates are called common Enemies , yet they are properly not 
to be term'd fo. He is only to be honour'd with that Name, 
fays Cicero, who hath a Commonwealth , a Court, aTrea - 
fury , Confent and Concord of Citizens , and fome Way , if 
Occafion be , of Peace and League ; But when they have 
reduced themjclves into a Government' or State , as thofe of 
Algier, Sally * Tripoly, Tunis, and the like, they then 
are allowed the Solemnities of War , _ and the Rights of Le- 
gation . 

Jf Letters of Marque be granted to a Merchant , and 
hefurnifhes out a Ship , with a Captain and Mariners, and 
they, inf e ad of taking the Goods, cr Ships of that Nation 
again f whom their Commiffion is awarded, take the Ship 
and Goods of a Friend, this is Pyracy *, and if the Ship 
arrive in any Part of his Alajefy's Dominions, it will be 
feized , and for ever lof to the Owners but they are no 
way liable to make Satisfaction. 

if a Ship is ajfaulted and taken by the Pyrates, for Re- 
demption of which, the Mafer becomes a Slave to the Cap- 
tors, by the Law Marine, the Ship and Lading are tacitly 
obliged for his Redemption, by a general Contribution } but if 
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it happen through his own Folly , then no Contribution is to 
be made . 

If Subjells in Enmity with the Crown of England, aye 
abord an Englilh Pyrate , in Company with Englilh, and 
a Robbery is committed , and they are taken * 9 it is Felony in 
the Englilh, but not in the Stranger y for it was no Py- 
racy in them , but the Depredation of an Enemy , and they 
will be tried by a Martial Law . 

If Pyracy is committed by Subjects in Enmity with Eng- 
land, upon the Britifh Seas , it is properly only punijhable 
by the Crown of England, who have iftud regimen & 
Dominnm exclusive of all other Power. 

If Pyracy be committed on the Ocean , and the Pyrate s in 
the Attempt be overcome , the Captors may , without any So- 
lemnity of Condemnation , hang them zip at the Main-Xard \ 
if they are brought to the next Forty and the Judge re- 
jells the Tryal y or the Captors cannot wait for the Judge , 
without peril or Lofs y Jujhce may be done upon them by 
the Captors. 

If Merchandize be delivered to a M after , to carry to one 
Forty and he carries it to' another , and. fells and difpofes of it , 
this is not Felony y but if after unlading it at the fir ft Forty 
he retakes it y it is Pyracy. 

If a Pyrate attack a Ship , and the Mafter for Redemption , 
gives his Oath to pay a Sum of Money , tho 1 there be nothin# 
taken y yct it is Pyracy by the Law Marine. 

If a Ship is riding at Anchor , and the Mariners all a- 
Jhore, and a Pyrate attack her , and rob her y thi<$ is Pyracy. 

If a Man commit Pyracy upon the Subjells of any Prince f 
or Republicky ( though in Amity with usj and brings the 
Coeds into England, and fells them in a Market Overt, 
the fame fhall bind , and the Owners are for ever excluded . 

If a Pyrate enters a Port of this Kingdom , and robs a 
Ship at Anchor there , it is not Pyracy , becaufe not dent , 
fuper altum Mare *, but is Robbery at common Law 0 be- 
caufe infra Corpus Comitatus. A Pardon of all Felonies 
does not extend to Pyracy , but the fame ought to le efpccijr; 
- pamed. 
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By 28 H. 8. Murthers and Robberies committed upon 
she Sea , or in other Places , where the Admiral pretends 
Jiirifditlion, [hall be enquired into , try d, heard , and de- 
termine d, in fitch Place / and Counties ivithin the Re aim , 
as. [hall be limited by the Kings Commiffion, in like Manner 
& if fuch Offences were done at hand . And fuch Commif- 
fiens (being under the Great Seal ) [hall be directed to the 
Lord Admiral , his Lieutenant or Deputy , and to three or 
four field others as the Lord Chancellor fhatl name 

‘ The faid Commiff oners, or three of them , have Power to 
enquire of fuch Offences by twelve lawful Men of the Coun-» 
ty, fo limited in their Commiffion, as if fuch Offences were 
dene at Land, within the fame County 5 and every IndiPt - 
merit fo found and prefented , fall be good in Law , and 
fuch Order, Prog-refs, Judgment, and Execution fall be ufed, 
had, ddne, and made thereupon , as again Ft Offenders for 
Murder and Felony dene at Land . Alfo the Tryal of fuch 
Offences (if they be denied ) jhall be had by twelve Men of 
the County , limited in the faid Commiffion, (as aforefaid ,) 
and no Challenge jhall be had for the Hundred : And fuch 
as J, hall be convict of fuch Offences, Jhall fuffer Death with- 
out Benefit of Clergy, and forfeit Land and Goods , as in 
Cafe of Felonies and Murders done at Land. 

fib is API fall not prejudice any Perfon , or Terfons , 
(urged by Neccffty ) for taking KiPtuals, Cables, Ropes, 
Anchors or Sails, cut of another Ship that may fpare them , 
fo as they either pay ready Money, or Money worth for them , 
or give a BUI for the Payment thereof ' if on this Side the 
Straits of Gibraltar, within four Months if beyond , 
within twelve Months. 

When any fuch Commiffion fall be fent to any Place 
within the Jurifdlclicn of the Cinque-Ports, it fall be 
dire Pled to the Warden of the faid Ports , or his Deputy 
with three or four other Perfons, as the Lord Chancellor fall 
Name \ and the Inquiftion or Tryal of fuch Offences , 
there, fall be made and had, by the Inhabitants of the faid 
Ports , and Members of the farye, 
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By it and 12 W. 3. c. 7. If any natural born Sub- 
jects or Denizens of England, commit Pyracy , or any Aft 
of Hofiility , againfl his Maje fly's Subjects at Sea, under 
Colour of a Commiffion or Authority , from any foreign 
Prince or State , or P erf on whatfoever , fuch Offenders fhall 
be adjudged Pyrates. 

If any Commander or Maffer of a Ship , or Seaman or Ma- 
nner igvve up his Ship, &c. to Pyrates, or combine to yield 
up y or run away with any Ship , or lay violent Hand on his 
Commander , or endeavour to make a Revolt in the Ship, he 
fhall be adjudged a Pyrate . 

All Perfons who after the 29th of September 1720, 
fhall fet forth any Pyrate (or be aiding and affi fling to any 
fuch Pyrate f) committing Pyracy on Land or Sea,* .or? fall 
conceal fuch Pyrates, or receive any F'cffel or Goods pyrati - 
colly taken, fhall fa adjudged acceffary to fuch Pyracy , and 
• fujfer as Principals •; ' - 

By 4G. c.i 1. Sett. 7. All Perfons who have commit- 
ted, or fall commit any Offences, for which they oughts to 
fa adjudged Pyrates, by the APi. Ti and 12 W. 3 Ac. 7. 
may be tried for every fuch Offence , in fuch Manner as by 
the API 28 H. 8. c. 1 5. is dir eft ed for the Tryal of Py- 
rates • and fall not have the Benefit of Clergy . 

Sett. 8 . This Aft fhall not extend to Perfons convifted or 
attainted in Scotland. 

Sett. 9. This Aft fall extend to his Maje fly's Domini- 
ons in America* and be taken as a publick Aft . 

FINIS. 
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